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Introduction

T his Guide describes the RISC OS 5 operating system. If you are new to your
computer, you should first read its Welcome Guide which tells you how to set it
up and start using it.

About this Guide
This book is divided into the following parts and appendices:

Part T - Beginner's concepts starts out describing some of the terms used throughout
this Guide, alongside using the keyboard and mouse to interact with your
computer. You can skip this part if you've used RISC OS before, as you're not a
beginner.

Part 2 - Managing the desktop tells you more about manipulating files, directories and
applications. It shows you how to use the Filer and the pinboard, and how to select
the colours and resolutions used on the desktop. There's information on changing
the way the desktop behaves and changing the start-up procedure so that the most
frequently-used applications are started automatically. There's also help if things
go wrong. Finally there’s a description of the filing and storage systems.

Part 3 - Networking describes how to get connected to a network of other computers
on the same site as you and how to exchange files with them. It also covers the
settings needed to connect to a wide area network - the internet.

Part 4 - Printing shows you how to set up your printer correctly, and how to
configure your printer to make the most of the computer’s capabilities.

Part 5 - RISC OS applications introduces you to the applications supplied with your
computer, and describes how to use different colours and fonts. It gives tutorial
information on how to use the painting, drawing and editing applications, and
follows this with detailed reference material about the other RISC OS applications
provided.

Part 6 - RISC OS diversions takes a look at some of the more fun applications
supplied with your computer including games and puzzles that you can play.

Part 7 - RISC OS utilities describes applications designed to assist with specific
tasks, such as formatting a new hard disc, file conversion to RISC OS native formats
for use with the main applications, and updating existing applications.
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TheAppendiceste|l you about the Command Line Interface. This provides you with
an additional way of communicating with the computer, one which programmers
and experienced users will find especially useful. They also contain reference
material on subjects such as BBC BASIC, file-types, character sets and error
messages.

At the end you'll find a Reader’s Comment Form to return with your comments or
suggestions for this Guide.

About RISC OS

The operating system

RISC OS stands for Reduced InstructionS et Computer O peratingSystem. RISC OS
consists of three layers:

Thecore, containing the programs that actually make the computer work.

Thecommand line interface  which is a text-based interface used to write programs
and scripts. Most people never need to use the command line.

Thedesktop 'which is the outermost layer. This manual is mostly about the
desktop, which uses icons to represent files, directories and applications, and
runs applications in windows. You can have many windows on the screen at
once.

RISC OS allows you to load an application from a disc, for example, and then
determines how that program is run, using your input from the mouse and
keyboard. When you've finished, it lets you save your work back to a disc, in a file.

In some places this Guide assumes your computer has a hard disc. If you're using a
network machine, your network manager or IT coordinator will help you out.

RISC OS Open

All of the software which is described in this Guide is managed by RISC OS Open as
part of an Open Source community centred around our web site

https://www.riscosopen.org/

On that site you can:
join in discussions with other RISC OS users on our forum
read all the latest news and plans for the future of the operating system
contribute to projects to enhance the software
feedback issues you may discover

download and try out new features as they're added.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 xviii
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Conventions used in this manual

The following conventions are used in this Guide:

Mouse techniques

Usually, you'll perform the following techniques with the Select (lefthand) mouse
button, unless instructed otherwise in the text:

clicking - pressing a button just once and then releasing it immediately.

double-clicking - pressing and releasing twice in quick succession. This is most
commonly used to load an application.

dragging - moving an object from one place to another whilst holding down a
button.

Often, you'll be told to 'press Menu over’an object. This means move the pointer over
the object and press the Menu (middle) mouse button.

Menu names and options are shown in bold type. The path you need to take
through a series of submenus to reach an option is described like this:

Filer
‘ChooseFiler /Options /Newer’ means: Display P
’ File "Shuttle’ >
Select all AA

'‘Press Menu to display the )
. Clear selection *Z
Filer menu and choose Newer

from the Options submenu’ CEEE - Confim al

New directory  »| Confirm deletes

Setdirectory "W [~ TTTTTTTTTTT

Open parent v Verbose

JPEN parent

Refresh Force
Whover

Faster

These techniques are covered in greater depth in the chapter Using the mouse on
page 7, and the chapter Menus and dialogue boxes gn page 23.

Other conventions

Often you'll be told to "press Return’ (to enter a command, or confirm an action).
This is the key marked with the following symbol:

The Shift key is marked with this symi4pl:

Sometimes you will need to press one key while holding down another. For
example, 'press Ctrl-F?" means hold down the Control (Ctrl) key and press the
function key F9. Your keyboard may have two Control keys, one on each side,
either can be used in these situations.
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Getting help

The Help application

The Help application provides on-screen information as you use your computer.
You can use this to get help on the desktop and most applications. For information
refer toHelpon page 401.

This is what a typical help message looks like:

+Click SELECT to select a file, directory or application.

+Drag SELECT to copy (or drag 'SELECT to move) a
file, directory or application.

+ Double-click SELECT fo open a directory, or to run a
file or application.

The Help option on the Filer menu

You can get help on some applications by clicking Menu over an application’s icon
in a directory display and choosing App. Help . For example, here is the help text
for the Alarm application (for more information, see Information and help on page 54).

E[X Resources:$.Apps.!Alarm.Help |
[Lhe larm application displays a clock on the 1con |2
ar,

It can also be used to set 'alarms' to remind

ou of future events., You can save the alarms to
ise, thus allowing the computer to remember them
from day to day.

e ——————— 1 [EL

Important tips

Unexpected behaviour

The pointer is not visible on the RISC OS desktop

If the pointer is not visible at all, check whether the command line (with * prompt)
is at the bottom of the screen (you might have accidentally pressed F12):

Star ) — =
3 %

prompt | . o

4 )
0 HardDisc4 Apps
Ihls is the ShellCLI. Press Return without entering any text to return to the

If itis, press (Return)to get back to the Desktop.
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If the screen goes blank

If your screen goes blank while you are not using it, it's probably because the
screen saver has automatically switched off the display to save electricity and wear
on the screen. You can restore the display by moving the mouse or pressing any
key on the keyboard (e.g. the Shift key).

Check that the computer and monitor are connected to the mains supply and that
the connectors between the monitor and the computer are tight.

Pointer won't move

If moving the mouse does not move the pointer, check that
the mouse is firmly connected to the socket on the computer

the surface you are using the mouse on is not shiny or covered in a pattern that
would confuse the position sensor if the mouse is an optical type

the surface you are using the mouse on is firm enough to allow the mouse ball
to move if the mouse is a roller ball type.

If the computer powers up in Supervisor mode

If the computer powers up in Supervisor mode (the word Super vi sor will appear

near the top of a black screen), it is possible that the configuration settings in
IBoot are incorrect. You will need to restore !Boot from a known good backup copy,
created by following the steps in the section Getting out of a mess on page 119.

TypeDeskt op after the star (*), then press (Return). This will start the desktop,

although you will find that many things will not work correctly. Locate your copy of
IBoot (ignore any error messages you see when opening directory displays), and
copy it back to the root directory of your hard disc (making sure it is called !Boot).
Shut down the machine and switch it back on.

If this does not work, performing a Delete power on (switching the computer on
while holding down the Delete key) will restore the configuration settings to their
factory default values.

If this still does not cure the problem, ask your supplier for help.

Getting out of a mess (resetting the computer)

Very occasionally your computer may ‘hang up’ - where pressing a key or mouse
button has no effect. You can normally cure this by resetting the computer. To do
this, first try pressing Alt-Break or, if that fails, Ctrl-Break. If this fails, press the
Reset button. Alternatively, turn the computer off, wait a short while (20 seconds)
and turn on again. When you reset the computer, any unsaved data is lost.
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Additional documentation

Your supplier should have the following products available:

BBC BASIC Reference Manual A reference manual for BBC BASIC V and VI.
The BBC BASIC programming language is
provided with RISC OS. If you plan to write
BASIC programs on your computer, you will
find the BBC BASIC Reference Manual

invaluable.
RISC OS Programmer’s A multi-volume reference manual for the
Reference Manual RISC OS operating system. Essential

reading for all serious RISC OS
programmers explaining all of the
programmer interfaces to communicate
with the operating system.

RISC OS Style Guide This sets out any user interface design
guidelines application authors should
follow.

User Interface Toolbox Information for application authors on

writing powerful desktop applications,
using the Toolbox to perform much of the
work for you.

Technical Reference Manuals These are available for most RISC OS
computers. They give the technical
specifications of all interfaces used in the
computer. These manuals are essential if
you are developing hardware add-ons and
enhancements for the computer.

Desktop Development If you are developing desktop applications
Environment for RISC OS, you'll need the DDE. This

contains the Acorn C/C++ , Acorn Assemblerl
and Desktop Tools hooks.
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RISC OS / USER GUIDE

Part 1 -
Beginner’s concepts
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1 The RISC OS desktop

T his chapter introduces some of the basic concepts behind the RISC OS

desktop, what they are for, and how they are used. These terms will be referred
to throughout the rest of this Guide.

What is the RISC OS desktop?

RISC OS'is the name of the operating system of your computer. It controls the way the
computer screen appears, and how the computer performs various actions and
tasks.

Having turned the computer on, you should be able to see the RISC OSdesktop on
your screen.

The icon bar * .
lcon baricons

PR L

The desktop is your working area. At first it is clear, except for the bar across the
bottom of the screen. As you perform tasks and use applications, things will be
added to the desktop. You can move them around, change their size, hide and
remove them to make room for others.

The desktop is a graphical user interface which uses Windows, lcons,Menus and a
Pointer - or WIMP.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 3
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Windows
Awindowis an area of the screen displaying an activity or application. It shows only
the portion of the information that you choose to view, like looking through a
window to a larger scene outside.
71 B Resources:$.Apps [z
t up) A
alid| -!x //
1Alarm IChars ICloseUp Draw
vy B @ 3
IEdit IHelp IMaestro IOmni
& ~ @ o H
~F = s K
IPaint IPrinters ISciCalc ISquash [
Icons

The small pictures at the bottom of the screen represent the tools, applications
and storage devices available. The pictures are called cons . The area they occupy is

called theicon bar

ﬂlhlﬂ o %

0 Harleso4 0 0

Device icons
The icons on the left of the icon bar represent the devices\which are available - that
is, the discs and other places where you can load information from, and save it to:

E'I|t1lﬂ” o

0 HardD|504 0 0

CD-ROM drive— \—Apps directory
Hard disc driv Floppy disc drive
USB flash drive Memory card

You will see a combination of the following icons, depending on which devices are

available on your computer.

CD-ROM drive. If your computer has a CD-ROM drive installed, you will see the
icon shown on the left. This gives you access to information on any CD-ROMs

placed in the drive.
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Hard disc drive. The hard disc drive, if one is fitted, is where you can store all of
your work.

USB flash drive. If there are USB sockets on your computer, you can put a flash
drive in any USB socket and it will appear here.

Memory card. If your computer has a memory card socket then you will see an
icon here. The shape of the socket determines which types of card can be used to
store your work.

Floppy disc drive. The floppy disc drive, if one is fitted, stores your work on
removable 3.5” plastic discs which you put into the slot in the front of the
computer.

Apps. Gives you quick access to some useful applications which are available on
the computer.

Battery Manager. This icon will only be present if your computer is powered from

a rechargeable battery.

If your computer is fitted with a networkinterface, there may also be aDiscsicon or
Neticon shown. These are used to let you share information or equipment
connected to other computers on the network. You'll find more information about
networking later on in the chapter Local networks on page 149.

Discs icon (Access) Net icon (Econet)

Application icons

On the righthand side are the application icons . These represent things you can do,
such as word-processing and drawing programs. Initially there are only two or
three:

Ei.H A o

0 HardD|sc4 0 0

Display ManagerJ
Task Manager

Display Manager. This enables you to change the screen resolution (the amount
- l:} of data you can display) and the numbers of colours or grey scales displayed on the

po— . screen.
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Task Manager. This enables you to look at and control your computer’'s memory,
amongst other things. You don't need to worry about this for now since the chapter
Managing the desktop on page 73 explains its facilities in full. It is always the

rightmost application icon, though it may look very different to a coloured cog.

Any other applications which you load will normally be represented by icons
displayed on the righthand side of the icon bar.

Menus

A menu on the desktop is similar to a menu in a restaurant: it's a list of things to
choose from. In a foreign restaurant, if you can't actually speak the language, you
can point at the menu with your finger to tell the waiter which dish you want
(assuming that you know what the menu means!). On the computer, you move the
mouse to point at your choice from the menu.

This is the main way of doing things on the RISC OS desktop.

Filer |
Display >

rFlie

Select all "A
Clear selection "Z
Options >
New directory

Set directory "W
Open parent
Refresh

Menu optionsshown in grey (like Clear selectionabove) are not available at that
time. Often you must perform another action before the option becomes available.

The pointer
The arrow on the screen is the pointer |t js used to point at things you want to use
k or move, and is itself moved by sliding the mouse around on the desk with your
hand. The pointer can have a number of different shapes, which you will come
across as you become more familiar with your computer.
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2 Using the mouse

T his chapter tells you how to use the mouse to select and move things

displayed on the screen.

What is a mouse?

The mouse is the main way of interacting with the computer, apart from the
keyboard (see page 11 for an introduction to the keyboard). As you move the
mouse on a flat surface, so the pointer moves around on the screen. Using the
mouse and its three buttons you control much of what the computer does.

Holding the mouse

Hold the m ouse so that your fingers rest easily on the three buttons. Fcr example,
if you are ri ght-handed, you should hold it like this:

Move the mouse around and watch the pointer move around the screen. If you run
out of space to move the mouse, lift it up and put it down again in a more
convenient position. While the mouse is lifted, the pointer will not move, and
when you put it down again you can carry on where you left off.

Use the mouse on a smooth but non-slippery surface such as a mouse mat
(available from your supplier). Other surfaces on which the mouse works well are

wood and coarse paper.

The mouse will not work well on painted metal or highly polished surfaces, and
optical mice in particular will not work well on regularly patterned surfaces.
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The mouse buttons

The mouse has three buttons, known as Select MenuandAdjust

Y
e

Menu

Select Adjust

You use the Selectbutton to select and move icons displayed on the screen, or to
choose from menus

You use the Menu button to make a menu appear. Menus are described in the
chapterMenus and dialogue boxes on page 23. Some mice incorporate a scroll wheel in
the centre position to give a third axis of movement to the user; pressing the wheel
down will emit an audible click as the button is built into the wheel mechanism.

TheAdjustbutton does a variety of things. It is most often used to choose from

menus without removing the menu from the screen. Keeping a menu on the screen on

page 24 shows you this. The Adjust button is also sometimes used to perform the
opposite action to the Select button. See Practising scrolling on page 21 for an

example of this.

Basic mouse techniques

The following mouse techniques are all you need to know to start using your
computer:

clicking - pressing a mouse button just once and then releasing it immediately.

double-clicking - pressing and releasing twice in quick succession. This is most
commonly used to load an application.

dragging - moving an object from one place to another whilst holding down the
Select (or Adjust) mouse button.

Clicking and dragging techniques are summarised on the following pages. You can
try out the examples in italic text
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Clicking
This is used, for example, to choose a menu

option, select an object, or open an application
window.

1 Point at the object

. . ]
Move the mouse so that the pointer is over the * >
object you want to select. | I (p’*
0 Apps

For example, point at the Apps icon on the icon bar.

Move the pointer
over this icon and click

2 Click Select
Al B
Press and release the Select (lefthand) button ©) EIM m} 7/ -
of the mouse. Wam s (Coslp  Duw
. . . 7 H w1
The Apps directory display will appear. Edt  Hop  Maesto  lOmn
Note: from now on, ‘clicking’ means clicking ~ S m%.c ;s':;'jL i_
with the Select button, unless otherwise stated.
Double-clicking
You usually use double-clicking to initiate an
action, such as loading an application.
1 Point at the object
Move the mouse so that the pointer is over the
object you want to double-click on. %a[
1Alarm IChars

For example, point at the !Edit icon in the Apps directory ﬂy ﬂ

Help

display. Edt

2 Double-click on the object _ ,
Move the pointer

Press and release the Select (lefthand) mouse over this icon
button twice in quick succession.

R You have to make the second click while the
pointer’s arrowhead is still illuminated after the
first click. If the item is highlighted but nothing
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else happens, try again, but double-click a little
faster. Try not to move the mouse while you're
doing this.

Double-click on the !Edit icon. The Edit icon will appear
on the icon bar, showing that the Edit application has @/ g
been loaded ready for use. - ﬁ

Dragging

You usually use dragging to move an objectto a
different place on the screen.

1 Point at the object

Move the mouse so that the pointer is over the
object you want to move.

For example, to move a window, point at the title bar
along the top of the Apps directory display. (The title bar

EIE

is the part of the directory display containing the words
Resour ces: $. Apps )

2 Select it with the mouse

Pressand hold downthe Select (lefthand)
button of the mouse. R RERCEESES RS

\Akarm IChars ICioselp IDmu

3 Move the mouse and drag the object ¥ H & :
. Edt Help Maestro 10mni

Move the mouse to drag the object across the = g4 K

) Pall

screen. Release the Select button when the Pat P b Geee

object is where you want it to be.

Drag the Apps directory display to a different position on
the desktop.
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3 Using the keyboard

T his chapter describes the main features of the keyboard, and tells you how to
use the different groups of keys.

A quick tour of the keyboard
The illustration on this page shows how the keys are laid out on a typical keyboard.
The keyboard is divided into the following major blocks:
Thetypewriter keys are in the main block, and are similar to a typewriter keyboard.

Thefunction keys (marked F1 to F12) are in a row above the typewriter keys. The
function of these keys in a particular piece of software is often marked on a card
supplied with the software. You don't need to use these keys at the moment.

Thenumeric keypad js at the far right, laid out like a calculator. These keys can be
used either to type numbers (when the Num Lockkey is on) or to perform special
functions, depending on the program or application you are using.

Esc (Escape) key Function keys (F1 - F12) Return (or Enter) key ~ Numeric keypad

I "~ |

Emmmmmmmmm@mmmﬁ“
o guaonaaaauam
Uf?‘ihlmlmlmﬁ@@@i@

— | AT o T o f \‘ . -."J"“.NYE"MI-L“w““- : ’
Caps lock I(_gﬂ Ctrl) Alt keys Right ol ursor (or arrow) keys
ontrol) key /
Flaa kevs Menulkey(Control key Eg;/ht Shift
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When to use the keyboard

You will need to use the keyboard for many tasks, such as

supplying answers to questions the computer asks in writable menu boxes
(including giving names for files and documents you create)

using a word processor, or a text editor like Edit (for an example of this, see
Using app/ications on page 29)

choosing some menu options using keyboard shortcuts (for example pressing
F3 from many applications to Save a file)

entering data in a spreadsheet or database.

The caret  \Whenever you need to use the keyboard within the desktop, a vertical bar appears.
Disc name_| This is called the caret. Any characters you type will appear to the left of the caret,
[ — which will move to the right. The caret may only appear when you click in a window.

The computer control keys

The computer control keys are those keys which do not produce visible characters
when pressed. They therefore exclude most of the typewriter keys, and the numeric
keypad, but they include all the function keys. Computer control keys sometimes
have different functions, depending on the software they are being used with,
although some of the more common keys are used as follows:

Esc (Escape) at the top left of the keyboard cancels an operation (e.g. printing).

F1,F2,...,F12 as mentioned above, the function of these keys in a particular
(Function keys) piece of software is often marked beside a menu option, oron a
keycard.

( Return) completes a line, either starting a new line of text, or sending a

name or instruction to the computer.
( Backspace)  above the key deletes a character to the left of the caret.
Delete deletes a character to the right of the caret.

Caps Lock makes everything you type appear in capitals (when on). If you
don't want this, press the key once to turn the lock off.

ﬁ (Shift) changes the meaning of a key, when held down while that key is
pressed. For example, holding dowrﬁ (Shift) and pressing a

letter causes that letter to appear in upper case. There are two of
these keys.

Ctrl(Control)  changes the meaning of a key, when held down while that key is
pressed. There are two of these keys.
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Alt changes the meaning of a key, when held down while that key is
pressed. There are two of these keys.

Print Screen  normally displays the print option box when used in conjunction
with an application.

Break used in conjunction with the Control key to force the computer to
restart itself. All unsaved work is lost when you do this.

P move the cursor (when it is visible) around the screen in the
(Cursor keys ) direction of the arrow on the key. These are also known as arrow
keys.

FlagandMenu these optional keys can be programmed to perform custom
(Macro keys) actions if your keyboard has them. There is a Flag key next to each
Alt key. The Menu key is next to the righthand Control key.

Special key combinations
Sometimes you need to press more than one key. In such cases:
1 Pressand hold downall except the last key in the sequence.
2 Press and release the last key in the sequence.

3 Release all the other keys.

For example:

'Press Shift F1' means press and hold down th@ (Shift) key, then press and
release F1, then release Shift.

‘Press Ctrl Shift F1' means press and hold down the Ctrl ancﬁ (Shift) keys,
then press and release F1, then release Ctrl and Shift.

Moving around a document

Some other keys allow you to move around long documents. Try these out when
you are using an Edit document.

Home moves the caret to the start of the document
End moves the caret to the end of the document
Page up moves to the previous ‘windowful’ of the document

Page down  moves to the next ‘windowful’ of the document

These keys have no effect in some applications (Paint, for example).
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Typing special characters

Sometimes you need to be able to type special characters that are not apparently
on the keyboard, such as accented characters, or symbols like ©. Many of these
symbols are accessible via the standard keyboard. Here's how to type them:

Typing accented characters

7 Some of the keys on the figure below are marked with a triangle in the lower right
,} corner adjacent to an accent. These keys allow you to type accent characters.

For example, to type an ‘e’ with an acute accent (é):
1 Whilst holding down the Alt key, press and release the [ key.
2 Release the Alt key.

3 Press and release the E key.

Typing other special characters

SShhHﬁttHSShhuﬁtt AAY?H gan type the other special characters shown in the keyboard map using the
0% instructions shown on the left.

£ o
‘ 3 3| For example, to type a & symbol:
13 —A'Alltt 13 1 Hold down th@ (Shift) and Alt keys, press and release the 3 key.
2 Release theﬁ (Shift) and Alt keys.

The Chars application also lets you insert many special characters and symbols
into your document. For more information, refer to the chapter Charson page 403.

soft hyphen (Shy) | enuast
minus gn-dash
INENEEOREROSE
| I 1 2 / = -
| \2 / \3 / \4 €/- \5 y, \6 \? Ya .\8_1/;_3}} 9 3/;5) \O - - j

( QG-E\"-W-' YReIT JY¥(U 1 oo Pp)
\___ /H\_ CE}" ‘\,_/‘ ’\_/ D ‘\_ TJ __ ‘\_/‘ ‘\ fl/‘ N ‘J J

FCEEIPIFE M ) K \L” DIa:

J \_EE/‘ B L o \ AN T ) | ’J # TJ \ /
(R JEIxIEYl ”B,J\”N ) (¢ ""’L )
. \ ANV N _¢/ AN AN p/ /
OO0 )
\ AN AN NBSP_‘X\\ AN AN PN /
UK Keyboard Map no-break space
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4 Windows

T his chapter describes windows and explains how you can move, resize, hide

and close them. It also describes how to move through the contents of a
document too large to display in one window all at once.

Features of windows

You can move windows around the screen, hide them behind other windows, close
them to a small icon on the desktop, or close them completely. Icons on the

window borders allow you to do these things. Most windows also have icons which
allow you to change their size.

Close icon Title bar Iconise icon
Back icon Toggle size icon
L’ E[X] Resources:$.Apps =[5 J
@ ‘ / 4 A Scroll arrow
1 quﬁI Close-up] ¥ E}/‘
IAlarm IChars ICloseUp IDraw <« Scroll bar
Y i
IEdit IHelp ! IOmni
g - g
. Py 0 Adjust size
IPaint IPrinters 'Squash [ .
icon
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Title bar

Thetitle bardisplays the title of a window. This may be the name of an application,
directory, or a document you're editing. Here's the title bar from the Apps directory
display, which you can get by clicking on the Apps icon on the icon bar:

IE] % Resources:$.Apps ~|G

Back icon

Clicking on thebackicon has the effect of putting a window to the back of the pile of
windows on the screen. If you click on this, the window will be hidden behind any
windows which overlap the area it occupies.

Close icon

Clicking on the close icon closes a window. If you click on this, the window will be
removed from the screen.
Iconise icon

to the desktop background, behind all the other windows.

Clicking on theiconise iconreduces the window to a miniature version of itself stuck

Toggle size icon
Clicking on the toggle size icon switches a window between full size and the last
non-full size displayed. (Full size is either large enough to display everything in the
window, or such that the window fills the whole screen.)
This alternating action is called toggling.

Adjust size icon

Dragging the adjust size icon |ets you alter the size and shape of a window. Clicking
the Select button on it also brings a window to the front of a stack of windows.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 16



RISC OS / USER GUIDE WINDOWS

Practising manipulating windows

Practise using the window icons to do the things described on the following pages.
You can use the Apps directory display to practise most of this.

Changing a window's size

1 Point at the adjust size icon

H Fesbureos ¥ Agon I
Move the pointer to the adjust size icon. o B B £ 0
WAl Chars Closelp Dram
A
. . . € Help Maostro Omini
2 Drag the adjust size icon & =~ @ 3K
Put  Piies  tSoCac  iSqasm [
Press and hold down the Select button. Move the mouse
and drag the icon to change the size of the window. _ -
o B B q
L] \Chars. Closellp
3 Release the mouse button t % Hd
Daw Et IHeip
Release the button when the window is the size you want T | B
(T T |
it to be. ~ Yt
W‘-i M%I ’sﬂ‘ljl\ E“—'_/

Moving a window

You move a window by dragging its title bar -
follow the steps inDragging on page 10.

Off the screen

You can drag windows almost off the screen if
you want to. Be careful if you do this - you can 4
forget that you've dragged a window off screen,
and think you've “lost” it.

i»ixio

Over the icon bar

If you've dragged a window so that it obscures
the icon bar, hold down either of the  (Shift) [
keys on the keyboard and press the F12 key. This
will bring the icon bar to the front. (Press the A
same key combination again to send it to the
back - this is another instance of toggling).

E

i~ B P8
i g“:| g@
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Toggling window size

1 Click on the Toggle size icon

5] B &gmm
Move the pointer over the Toggle size icon and click the ) ’
©) A0 @!. /tf
Select button. Mam O Couls  Daw

The window size will snap to nearly the width of =~ €& b seeso o

- -
PA M
the screen. ﬁ. P ;si'é;e sqan [
2 Click on the Toggle size icon again _ .
=1 , & v
Clicking on the icon again will reverse | & E‘;. cad £ 7 E -~ }
E the process (note the changing toggle | .. E!!_ 7.4 i

size icon).

Bringing windows to the front

When you have a stack of windows on the T Ao TS |
screen, you can get at the one you want by _ _°°'°""[—""'"°" b
di ind to the back or bringing them [0 el — 1
sending windows to ging Q @, | reew me g
to the front. Wam  Chans cancel | _crange |
v B &
First, click on the Display Manager icon on the icon bar | ks Mep  Meesto  Omni
g‘ to bring up another window. Drag it on top of the Apps =, g l‘:'i
— : . . Waint  Printers  SdCale  (Squash
==t=  directory display.
Bring a window to the front | Acin AXF) I
Colours 16 milion b |
Click on the title bar (or the Adjust size icon) to bring a [EI& EE o
window to the front. @ L =
warm Coselp  Dun | prange

Magstro \Omni

# v

= >,
Paint WPrinters  1SdCale 1Squash

)
(Chars
Y B &
Help
~

EEK

Send a window to the back

Click on the Back icon to send a window to the back | NT |
again Coouns| temiion 7
’ G 2| fesd Resowton|  e0x600 T
Note: Not all windows have Adjust size or Back | @ @y | e/ @ 5
. . . LAkarm IChars Cancel [ Change [
icons (for instance, the Display Manager ¥ H ]
window has no Adjust size icon). ER Hlp  Mawio  Omn
& = @A A
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Closing windows

Click on the Close icon

Position the pointer on the Close icon and click
Select. Click on the Close icon

For example, close the Apps directory display, and the | BOCNOY |
Colours 16 million s/
@ B Pasd Resokion| 8002600 )
) a Frame rate 75Hz el
When you start using applications, you will find Em‘ o — ]
that most of them will ask whetheryouwantto | % |} ¢

save your changes if you close a window e
containing unsaved work. Saving a file on page 35

tells you more about this.

window will disappear from the screen.

=, y I
Paint Wrinters  |SciCale  Squasn )

Scrolling

A window is so named because it allows you to see all or part of a file, application
or whatever you've displayed on the screen. If a file is too large to display all at

once, the window will only show a section of it. The proportion of the file visible
depends on the size and shape of the window. The part of the file you can see alters
as you move the window around the file:

FLI LML WU L VRN TEUT LT Y (LT

INFORMATION
Pruceed alomg the main Swafford to Hardley road and wem lef 1o Burfell just
before you reach Hardiey. Contiue along s road until you arive at 3 cas park. GOING  Wet
G thrvughs a rnstibe at the bick of the car park and follow the footpath past
Garston Hall. Contimue until you cross over the Burfell roud and then take the TIME 3 hours
track that beads wp indo the wood. Onc i ence
on your e, I youre lucky, you ¢ horses behincl the fence. Coming
\ ot of the woisd take the fontpath whi by un old rined house, Continue LENGTH @ milas
A WIndOW onto o about a mile untl you reach a picic site. From here you have uninterupled
views over the lake.  Fealure *
an area Of a Leaving the picnic site take the gath which climbs up, keeping Brooks Famm on .
your ledt. Fallow the ridge for about two miles, You will be able t see Giarside Horses you might
document Fell in the Far distance. The car park is new o few humred vards 2way. e i the wood

View froun the Picnic site

e

o Swatfrd ey

o .| -
s o s o gl
T =
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The technique of moving around a large display inside a window is called scrolling
Try out the techniques on the following pages, and you'll soon get used to doing

this.
Windows usually have scroll bars and scroll arrows to enable you to move around
a display:
R oA Scroll up anraw
0] %]_Resources:$.Apps |-
IAlarm IChars l’i‘—‘
up| / -
-'fr-x /;/: \
ICloseUp IDraw . L
ﬁ/ ﬂ] fl«Slider ‘ Scroll bar
IEdit IHelp Hf_ J
1 1§
IMaestro Omni [l
Sernll down arow
Scroll bars

Thescroll bars gllow you to scroll the window over the file, directory or picture you
are viewing.

Slider

The size of theslidershows what proportion of the file is visible: if the slider
occupies half the length of the scroll bar, half the file is visible. To display a
different area of the file, drag the slider along the scroll bar. This technique is
useful for moving quickly around a large file.

Scroll arrows

Thescroll arrows gre at each end of the scroll bar. Click on the arrow showing the
direction you want to move the window in - left, right, up or down. This technique
allows you a finer control over scrolling than dragging the slider.

Some windows (like the one above) only have vertical scroll bars, sliders and scroll
arrows. Others have horizontal scroll bars, sliders and scroll arrows as well (they're
along the bottom edge of the window).
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Practising scrolling
In the examples in the rest of this chapter you are going to use the Map example
file provided in the Document s. User Gui de. DrawTutor  directory on your
hard disc or network.
To find the file, click on the disc or network icon. Double-click on the Documnent s directory; this
displays the contents of the directory. Now double-click on the User Gui de c/irectory, and f/na//y
double-click on the Dr awTut or  directory.

E[X] ADFS::HardDisc4.$ [ElE
(& O g ©
Boot Diversions Documenbs
= O m 4
. [/
Printing Public Utilities / &

i ><] ADFS::HardDisc4.$.Documents [

]
o @ O

Music UserGuide
' |l

=

. H[%]  ADFS:HardDisc4.$.Documents. UserGuide

DrawTutor * PaintTutor ReadMe  StarComms

N

E | =

i

.

DrawT utor

When the directory contents are displayed, double-click on the Map jcon, and a window with scroll
bars appears, containing some drawings and text.

If you are having problems with clicking and double-clicking, go back to page 8 and
review your mouse techniques first, then come back to this point.

There are three main ways of scrolling around a window:
Using the scroll arrows to scroll step by step.
Using the scroll bars to scroll by a screenful at a time.
Using the slider to move directly to a position in the window.

These techniques are described in the rest of this chapter so that you can practise
them.
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Scrolling step by step

Click on the scroll arrow for small steps

¥ S HardDiscA . Documants UserGuide DrawT o Map][©
Position the pointer on the scroll up arrow and click the “-’
. A\Hardley lake INFORMAT
A
Select button to scroll by small steps atatime. [, "~ .
ﬂ g this road il you amive at acar park GOING  'We
Keep the Select button held down to continue scrolling. T o Pk aed fallon ke ncupuch post ™ 3
~'Rau are inside the wood keep the fence i
. [ some hores behind the fence. Coming LENGTH 6ni
Click Select on the scroll down arrow to scroll downwards T [y atdribogbintsedgrbionmry
. ** Feature
in small steps. W.ﬁ b o, Mseping Booiks P o _
miles, You will be able to s Garside Horses you n
ww o few hundred yards away see in the wy
Use the horizontal scroll bar (on windows which have one)

to scroll left or right in the same way.

Click above or below the slider for large steps

Position the pointer above or below the slider (above the E[7JF S HardDised § Docurents UserGuide DrawT utor Map][©
hrosigh & tumstile o the back of the car park and follow the footpath

slider to scroll up, below the slider to scroll down) and e e e o

. our lefi. I you're lucky, you may see some horses hehind the fence. €
click Select.

- -
<

<

M the wood take the footpath which passes by an old ruined house, C
bout a mile until you reach a picnic site. From here you have unin
= over the lake.

=
Cy

ng the picnic site take the path whach <lmbs up, keeping Brooks F
left. Follow the nidge for about two miles. You will be able 1o see G
it e Far distance. The car park s now a few hundred yards away. b

W

The next screen of the document will appear. =

2l

o Burfell

Moving through afile

1 Select the slider

Position the pointer on the slider, press Select and keep it
pressed down.

2 Drag the slider

Drag the slider to display the part of the file you want to
view.

[5]5}F S-HardDiscd § Documents. UserGuide DrawT ulor Map [ 5]
View from the Picnic site

Move from one side of a document to the other by using

the horizontal scroll bar (if the window has one) instead.

R2IX[Z

Note: If you drag either slider with Adjust, you
can move both from side to side and up and
down at the same time. The pointer disappears

=

~ |~
L

g2 H

¥ while you're dragging then reappears when you
[ release Adjust.
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5 Menus and dialogue boxes

T his chapter tells you what menus and dialogue boxes are, how to display

them and choose things from them, and how to supply information when the

computer asks you to be more specific about what you want.

Menu basics

Using menus

To display a menu, click the Menu (middle) mouse button over a window, over an
icon on the icon bar, or over a blank area of the desktop (the latter will display the
Pinboard menu - see the section Pinboard on page 39).

The menu displayed will depend on where the pointer is on the screen at the time,
whether you have previously selected an icon, and on the application you're using.

Cancelling an unwanted menu

If you press Menu by mistake, or decide you don't want a particular menu after all,

you can make a menu disappear by clicking on a blank area of the desktop oricon
bar.

Displaying a menu

1 Point to the relevanticon

Move the pointer over the window or icon

.. . 4| Resources:$.Apps
you're interested in. =
For example, click on the Apps icon on the icon bar and Display iy
IAlarm File " eUp

move the pointer over the Apps directory display.
Select all A
Clear selection *Z

2 Click Menu Bt options h%‘m
2

. . . . ﬁ New directory
A menu will be displayed (in this example, the oo | setdiectory W

Open parent
Refresh

Filer menu).
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If the pointer is over a file icon when you click
the Menu button (or if you had previously

selected an icon by clicking on it) the menu will

apply to that individual file.

You can make the menu apply to more than one
icon in a window by clicking on each icon in

turn with Adjust (not Select) before you bring
the menu up. Use Adjust to deselect icons, too.

You can make the menu apply to all the icons in
a window by choosing Select all from the menu
- see below.

Choosing from a menu

With a menu displayed, click on the option you
want (notice that menu options are highlighted

as you move the pointer over them).

For example, on the Filer menu you displayed above,
point at the Select all option and click Select. All the
file icons in the directory display will be highlighted and

the menu will disappear.
To reverse this, repeat the above process, choosing Clear

selectioninstead. Alternatively, click on a blank area
of the directory display.

Keeping a menu on the screen

RISC OS 5.30 - READE

You'll notice that after you click Select to
choose a menu option, the menu disappears.

If you click with Adjust instead of Select, the
menu will stay on the screen, and you can
choose another option.

R EDITION 2026

CHOOSING FROM A MENU

Resources:§

B[]

Fler ]%51 E
Display > IClo
Selectall  "A . ¢
Clear selection *Z Ma
Options Mo E
OO biters 18d
Set directory "W
Open parent
Refresh

Filer
Display [
File "

Clear selection *Z
Options >
New directory

Set directory *W
Open parent
Refresh
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Choosing from a submenu

1 Highlight the main menu item PRt

Move the pointer onto a main menu item with e

L Selectal A
an arrow. An arrow to the right indicates thata . aa
Clear selection "Z
submenu s available. Options r
New directory
For example, point at the Displayoption on the Filer  Setdirectory "W
Open parent
menu. Refresh
. Fller Display |
2 Display the submenu T oo
i App. 1CloseUp' | Smallicons
Move the pointer onto the arrow. seectal A | Fulinfo
' . Cloar sofecton Z [+~
The Display submenu will appear on the screen.  gpiions r“’rSo:l;’:m
ecton ytype
New directory )
Set directory  *W 3522 ::: ::;
3 Click on the submenu item Openparent  |...._.o........|
Refresh Reverse sort
Highlight and make your submenu choice by | Mumericalsert |
moving the pointer over it and clicking on it. Fior TR
) X ) ) ) ) -\ Large icons
Click on Small icons. The icons in the directory display ~ Fi2» Smallicons
will change size Select all *A | Fullinfo
’ Clear selection *Z [~~"~"""""7=77"7|
. ) . Options r‘./ Sort by name
Note:If a menu is on the righthand side of the dreciory Sort by type
screen, it may become partially obscured by a  setarectory w 2‘;:';’::13
. y date
submenu. To prevent this, move the menu Open parent |7
. . Refresh Reverse sort
towards the left of the screen by dragging on its Numerical scrt

title barbeforedisplaying the submenu.
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Choosing menu options - conventions in this Guide

Now that you know about menus, here are the conventions we'll use in the rest of
this Guide to tell you how to choose menu options and fill in writable menu boxes.

What the manual says What you actually do

1 Move the pointer over the
Tutorial directory display.

Filer Display
. Click the Menu (middle) button. ’m "

Move the pointer over ( ) Dt ¥ Large icons

the Tutorials directory 3 Move the pointer to the right of|  guectal " | Fulinfo

the Display option. This opens |  Clear sslecion "2

display, click Menu andl . i ¢ Sort by name
pay, . the Display submenu. Optons M1 ¢ by type
choose Display /Small ::“ Creeon Sort by size
. 4 Move the pointer over the Small tdirectory "W
icons . . P Open parent Sotbydate
Iconsoption. Refresh Reverse sort
Numerical sort

5 Click Select to choose the Small
iconsoption.

1 Move the pointer over the drive

icon.
2 Click the Menu (middle) button.
Move the pointer over| 5

Move the pointer to the right of ADES<0. I Dischaie
the drive icon, click the Name discoption. w Letterg
Dismount

Menu and type 4 Use the Backspace key to erase Format  »
Letters intothe Disc any existing default name. Backup

H Share
name writable menu 5 Typeinthe namelettersfor Verily
box. your new disc. Free

6 Click Select over the Disc name
writable menu box (or press )to
enter the name.

What is a dialogue box?

Adialogue box js g window which contains a number of related options from which
you can make choices. You can think of it as like filling out a form - you need to
supply answers to the questions being put to you. Once you have done that,
applying your choices will perform an appropriate action. Dialogue boxes can
appear in two circumstances:

Instead of a submenu, you will sometimes see a dialogue box.

If you choose a menu item whose name ends in an ellipsis ( ...), you will see a
dialogue box.
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Components in dialogue boxes

Here are the different components you'll come across:

Writable icon

. . caret
This is a field, containing a caret A caret shows T

where you can type text. Some fields are blank.
Others include a default name, which you can a

change if you want.
e [ cuae | o]
To erase the default name, press Backspace

until it has gone. (A quicker way is to hold down
the Ctrl key and press U.)

Option icon

This is a ‘'switch’ that can either be on or off. You
may have more than one switch on at once. on [ Urgent

off | Recurring
Radio icon
This is one of a group of ‘buttons’, only one of
which may be selected at once (like the ® J
waveband selection buttons on a radio). on off

Adjuster arrow icon
UTuITaoT

This is an arrow you click on to increase or
decrease any progressive series, such as Mon, 4th /

numeric values, dates, or sliders.

This is the
caret

increase

Ve

Volume .| | —
Pop-up menu icon

This is a button which displays a menu list
ﬁ when you click on it. Choose an option ygjce I WaveSynth-Beep EI

from the menu list and the choice is
reflected in the dialogue box.

Applying the changes you've made

The way you apply the changes you've specified
depends on the type of dialogue box. Some

dialogue boxes have one or more buttons atthe  gancel | I Save |

bottom for you to click on (such as Save and
Cancel); others take effect as soon as you click
on an arrow or radio icon.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026
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Dialogue boxes with several buttons may have a default action button | This is a button

with a thicker border (like the Save button shown above), and can usually be found

in the bottom righthand side of the dialogue box. As well as clicking on this button,
you can apply the changes you've made by pressing (Return) on the keyboard.

Some dialogue boxes (usually Save asboxes)
have a writable icon which you should type in
(to supply a filename, for instance). There are
three ways of applying the name you supply in
such a dialogue box:

press (Return) __ Sawas |

click on OK ‘/ '

.#_/
drag the file's icon from the dialogue box to
SpriteFile| @

a directory display

You'll find out more about this in Files and
directories o page 33.

Cancelling a dialogue box

You can cancel a dialogue box by clicking on the

Close icon (if it has one) or the Cancel button. - I Save
Any choices you made in the dialogue box prior 4'
to cancelling it will be ignored.

Transferring between writable icons in dialogue boxes

When you are editing text at the caret in a writable icon there are some shortcuts
available if you want to transfer that text between writable icons. Using the mouse,
drag a selection starting at the caret to highlight some (or all) of the text.

This selection can now be dragged and dropped fseledion

into another writable icon. This movesthe

selected text from the original icon and placgs, _ Jupiter [SIREE

it at the caret where you dropped it. positi gn]‘#: [* |

Rather than moving the selection you can leave the original behind and make a
copyinstead. To do this:

1 Hold down the Ctrl key and press C to copy it.
2 Place the caret in the other icon using the mouse.

3 Hold down the Ctrl key and press V to paste it.

Text can also be transferred to and from many applications in this way by cutting |
copying, andpasting . See page 255 for an example of how Edit does just that.
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6 Using applications

T his chapter tells you how to load and run applications on your computer. It

uses the Edit application as an example.

What are applications?

i Applications, like Edit or Draw, are the tools that you use to produce your letters,
drawings, music and so on. In a directory display application names always start
with an exclamation mark (!) - for example, |Draw.

Some applications (such as Edit) are provided in the Apps directory on the icon
bar. There are other applications on your hard disc or network. Many other
applications and games are available from other suppliers.

Starting an application
There are three main ways you can start an application:

Double-clicking - move the pointer over the application’s icon, and
double-click.

Dragging - move the pointer over the application’s icon, then drag it onto the
icon bar, and release.

Double-clicking on an associated file - e.g. double-click on a Draw file to start
Draw. This only works if the computer knows where to find the application (i.e.
if itis in the Apps directory, like Draw or Edit, or if the directory containing its
icon has been displayed since you last switched on).

1 Open the directory display containing the application directory

To use an application that is on removable
media such as a USB flash drive, memory card,
or floppy disc, put the disc in the appropriate
socket or drive then click on the drive icon. This
will open theroot directory display for the disc.
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To use one of the computer's own applications, [ Resources S A B
. . . . . - >y j-
like Edit, click on the A.pps icon o'n the icon bar %’il /zt"
to show the Apps directory display. Marm  (Chars Draw
& {
. A i
Try this now as an example. Edt Help i
3 A
IPaint IPrinters 1Squash E

2 Start the application

Double-click on the application’s icon. It will
appear on the righthand side of the icon bar,
ready for you to use.

For example, double click on !Edlit. Its icon will appear on

the icon bar, indicating that it has been loaded into the ﬁ'/ gl @

computer’'s memory, and is waiting for you to use it.

Some applications (like Configure) or games (like Meteors) open a window as soon
as you double-click on their icon, instead of appearing on the icon bar.

Using applications

Once you have started an application, you can usually begin using it by clicking on
its icon on the icon bar. Anapplication window wil| open on the desktop.

To use Edit, click on its icon on the icon bar: an empty T e E

Edit window will appear, ready for you to start writing.

Type in some text. Any text you type using the keyboard
appears in the window. Text appears to the left of the

vertical bar - the caret. The caret moves to the right, to

make room for the text.

Press  (Return)to start a new line, and press it again — -

[T
This 1s a test file. A I
It shows a feu lines of text in an Edit window. ]

to leave a blank line.

This file Ilm't_?ui 2 name yet: the word (untitled)
appears in the title bar.

. . . The asterisk after (untitled) means that there
around the text by moving the pointer with the mouse s usaved werk in this vindow,

Once you have typed a few lines of text, move the caret

and clicking Select - the caret will jump to the position of

the pointer. You can insert (or delete) text at the new

position.

After you've finished using an application, you will need to save any work you've
done in afileon a disc (otherwise your work will be lost when you switch the
computer off). The next chapter, Files and directories  tells you how to save the text file
you've just created, so you can leave its window on the screen for now.
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Using more than one application window

Often you'll have more than one application window open on the desktop. You can

only enter information (e.g. write some text, or draw a picture) in one window at a
time. To change the window you are working in, move the pointer over your chosen
window and click Select. You'll notice that the title bar will change to a light shade
of yellow, indicating that it is now active, and you can type into it.

For example, click on Edit’s icon on the icon bar to bring

up a second Edit window. The second window will be  [jiisls3 tesLiile. —

active. This 3
3PP

Now click on some text in the first Edit window to make it ::'.,

active.

Close the second (empty) window. You don’t need it now.

Quitting applications
When you've finished using an application, you'll usually want to quitit. To quit an
application:

1 Display the application’s icon bar menu

Click Menu over the application’s icon on the

icon bar -

’ Info >

Create >

For example, try this on Edlit’s icon. BASIC options
Quit

2 Choose Quit
Click on the Quitoption.

If you've already saved everything you've done
in the application, its icon will disappear from
the icon bar.

If you've forgotten to save any work, the i
computer will remind you, and ask if you really
want to quit, discarding any changes. T T

In this case, you have not yet saved your work in Edit.
So, click on Cancelto leave Edit running. You'll find Discard Cancel
out how to save your work in the next chapter.
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The Boot application

— If you were writing a letter by hand, you would need to know where to find the
[ﬁ] resources to write it (paper, envelope, pen etc). The computer uses different types
|300t of resources, and also needs to know where to find them. They are contained in the

boot application _

Normally you can ignore the Boot application; it just contains the resources
required and controls the applications and the fonts that you use.

Note: Never try to delete the Boot application. It is one of the most important
applications on your computer; without it your computer will not operate correctly.

You may prefer to hide the Boot application from the directory display so that it
can't be accidentally interfered with. See the Filer setup plug-in on page 89 for an

explanation of how to do this.

Locating the Boot application

The Boot application is usually held in the root directory of your hard disc in an
application directory called !Boot. If the computer is set to boot from a network file
server instead it will be called one of l[ArmBoot, INFSBoot, or IShareBoot
depending on the type of file server.

Throughout this Guide the term Boot application means whichever one was used to
boot from, unless the context requires the specific name to be used.
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7 Files and directories

T his chapter explains how you can store information in an organised way, copy

it, and delete it when you no longer need it.

What are files and directories?

Everything you create using an application can be saved as a file, whether it
consists of text, graphics or a program. Each file has a name - you have to provide
one when you save a new file.

File icons are usually square shaped overall, but what's in the box depends on what
sort of file it is. Double-clicking on a file's icon will load the file (if the application
to display it is available).

Files are stored in directories ' A directory can contain many files, and also other
directories ( subdirectories ) and applications. Directory icons usually look like folders,
to indicate that they can contain files or other directories.

There is a special sort of directory called an application directory _ |ts name always

begins with a !, and it contains an application, such as a word-processor, or a
drawing package. Applications usually have their own individual icons; the icon
shown here is the icon for |Draw.

Opening directory displays
1 Open a directory display

For example, double-clicking on the User QUi de
—lcon —»
directory opens the directory and the User QUi de changes
directory icon changes to the open directory icon. UserGuide UserGuide

The resulting directory display shows various contents, 0
including a directory called Dr awTut or .
DrawTutor

2 Open a subdirectory

15[ <] ADFS:HardDisc4 $.Documents. UserGuide. DrawT utor [i=
Double-click on the Dr awTut or directory, and the i il gl l 3
Dr awTut or directory display will appear. This *—’J ¥ —J —J
wiu v aispiay ppear. Horse  LakeView  Map MapText
contains files (in this case, drawings used with the f
" 4 T
Draw application). Sign o
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Double-clicking on an application
Double-clicking on an application directory loads the application, usually onto the
icon bar ready for use. See the previous chapter for more on this.

Three refinements you might find useful later on:

Double-clicking Adjust on a sub-directory icon opens the sub-directory display
and simultaneously closes the directory display it came from (the parent) Thijs
can help to reduce the number of windows that will gather on the desktop

during a work session.

Double-clicking Adjust on an application icon will simultaneously load the
application and close its directory display.

Clicking Adjust on the close icon closes a directory display and simultaneously
opens its parent directory.

See chapterRISC OS applications on page 235 for more examples of this.

Building a file structure
You need to organise your files carefully. If you leave them all in the root directory
on the disc, it will soon become large and unwieldy.

Build up a file structure with files of similar types grouped in directories. For
instance, the file structure of a disc for a newsletter might look something like this:

5 P2 | ADFS::Newsletter.$ =]

U~ R
/ ADV Files  Pictures Tex\
/ [
ra ‘ \
[<] __ ADFSyNewsletter.$.ADV Files [ |
7 | i [ ADFS;:Newsletter.$. Text

Figures Letter Names [
[ f Letter Txt  Story Text

|5 =

B =

][ ADFS:Nejsietier.§.Pictures |1
@@, b
- DrawFiles  PaintFiles W
[l
=[] ADFS:Newsletter.$.Pictures. DrawFiles | | "|
| | |
8{\,: Y =i <] ADFS::Newsletter.$. Pictures.PaintFiles [
: 4/ | ..'l | /
Draw_1 3//. JJ/ E
Sprite_1 Sprite_2 ¥
[2]
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To create a structure like this, you'll need to create directories, and save, copy or
move files into them. You'll be able to do this by creating a new directory on the
hard disc and saving your files there.

A fuller description of thefiling system is given in the chapter The desktop on page 47.

Creating a new directory

1 Open a directory display

Decide where you want to create the new

d . d d . d . | [ ADFS:HardDiscd § [
Irectory, and open a directory display. - -
’ i YRR i::u g omam o:ma s
For example, click on the hard disc or network icon on the a - ;
icon bar. Piodg  Pue  Tuords  Uikies [
2 Enter a name for your new directory
Filer
Move the pointer over the directory display and  Display "
. . . File "
click Menu to display the Filer menu. Seectal A
. . : Clear selection "Z
Type in a name for your new directory in the O:U;ns e T
New directorydialogue box and click on OK (or EIfiEcoil"
Setdirectory W a
press ) Open parant
TestFiest] || OK
CallitTest Fil esl , for example. M
An icon for the new directory will appear in the @ ROFS HardDiscAs
directory display. @ @ @ @
Baot Apps Diversions  Documants
Pgm gl: Tl!?ilﬂ TE‘I‘I
Saving a file 0
Utities &

1 Open the directory display

Decide on the directory in which you want to
save your file, and double-click on its icon to
open a display for it. ]| ADFS:HardDiscA 3 TestF lest

For example, double-click on the Test Fi | es1

] I =

directory you've just created.
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2 Give your file a name

Move the pointer over the work you want to
save and press Menu to display the application
menu. Type a name in the Save asdialogue

box.

B
15 15 a test {116,
It shows a Few lines of text in an Edit vindow,

This Files B0 ] 4 {untitled)

appears in| Msc »

The asterig

15 unsaved

thers
Eon ™
Display ™

For example, try this on the text file you created
in the last chapter.

Click Menu and type the name Edi t Test in the
Save /Save asdialogue box (you'll need to erase the Edit
default name Text Fi | e us,'ng Backspace). Misc ™~ Save as

Filenames and directory names on disc cannot | Selet » :. IJ
contain the characters $ & % @\ N :  #*" |, Edit >
Dispiay || EditTest ]| OK|

You can use upper-case (capitals) and
lower-case letters wherever you like in the name
- the computer makes no distinction between
them. The only reason for calling your file

Edi t Test instead of edittest jisthatit's

easier for you to read.

If you've saved this file before (the correct
filename will appear on the box if you have) you
can miss out the next step - just press

(Return).

3 Save your file B T, :
15 15 a test file, ) . [
It shows 3 few lines of text in an Edit windo,

To save your file, drag the file icon in the e fie
dialogue box into the directory display and ~ ##r<1

The aster
release the Select button. The sster

e yet! the vord (untitled)

15 unsaved

For example, save your file Edi t Test jn your
TestFil esl directory. Then close the file
Edi t Test (click on the Close icon).
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Loading a file

You canloada file by double-clicking on its
icon, as long as the relevant application is
either in the Apps directory, or the application
icon has been displayed on the screen since
you last switched on the computer (the
application has been ‘seen’).

Copying a file to another directory

1 Open the destination directory display

If you haven't already done it, open the _
. . T[] ADFS HardDisc4.§ WorkDi'|
directory you want to copy the file into. & @

TestFiles1  TastFiles?

For example, create another new directory called
Test Fi |l es2 (follow the instructions in Creating a =2 e
new directory on page 35 ). Open the new directory, so
bothTest Fi | esl andTestFiles2 are

displayed.

2 Select the file to be copied

Click on the icon of the file you want to copy.

You can select two or more files in the same
directory display by clicking on their icons with
Adjust (or by choosing Select allfrom the

menu). Use Adjust to deselect icons, too.

3 Copy the file to the new directory

]
Drag the file's icon into the new directory W I, 0
display. [ DS Fordect s Wik Tesfes1 [

7

For example, drag the file Edi t Test onto the directory
TestFil es2 .

The file will be copied into the new directory. A
copy of the icon will appear in the directory
display when this has been done.
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Moving a file

Tomove 3 file (so that the original is not retained
in its original location), repeat the steps in the
previous section, but hold down  (Shift)
between steps 2 and 3.

Deleting files and directories

Warning: once you have deleted a file or
directory, you can’t get it back again, so use
this option with caution!

1 Select the file or directory to be deleted

Click on the icon of the file you want to delete.

For example, select the copy of Edi t Test in directory
TestFiles2 .

(You can select multiple files by clicking on
their icons with Adjust, or by choosing Select

all from the Filer menu.)

2 Delete the file or directory

Keeping the pointer over the same directory

. . . . Filer
display, click Menu to display the Filer menu Display ~ e
and choos? the FiIe/D‘eIe_te option (t'his might File EditTest  [WIKOSY >
beApp, Dir orSelectioninstead ofFile, Selectall  "A | Rename ARM
depending on what you've selected). Clear selection *Z

Options | Access >

Delete the copy of fileEdi t Test from the Newdirectory  »| Count

TestFil es2 directory. Setdirectory *W | Help

. . Open parent Info >
Note: Deleting a directory also deletes all the RE"ESF: o Find N
files in that directory, so use this option with Settype >
caution! Stamp

If any files (or directories) have been Jocked

against deletion, they will not, in fact, be
deleted. See the section Advanced Filer operations
on page 55 for information on file accessand

removing file locks
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Pinboard
If you click Menu over an empty area of the —
desktop, you will see a menu called Pinboard . Selection .
Don't worry too much about the pinboard atthe ~ Selectall - r
moment. It's explained further on page 67, and Clear selection
N to do thi lik Configure...
enables you to do things like Save N

changing the whole background of the
desktop into a picture

leaving file or application icons ‘stuck’ to
the desktop background, so you can see
and use them, even when the directory they
came from is closed

miniaturising a window down to an icon on
the background.

You might come across one use of the pinboard
when you are dragging files (for example) from
one directory to another. If you let go of the
Select button accidentally while the file you are
dragging is over a blank portion of the desktop,
its icon will stay on the background.

You can remove the ‘dropped’ icon from the
background as follows:

1 Display the Pinboard menu
Move the pointer over the dropped icon and

click Menu.

2 Remove the icon

Pinboard Selection
Choose Selection/Remove from the menu. If Tidy
that option is greyed out, it means that the Select all ™ Open
pointer wasn't quite over the icon when you Otoar aelaction

i 1 Confi He
clicked Menu. Try again. onfigure p
[ Save ¥

=

This action does notdelete the file itself - the
icon stuck to the pinboard is merely a ‘pointer’
to the real file on your disc.
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8 Switching off the computer

T his chapter describes the correct procedure to follow before switching off your

computer. Do this at the end of the day, or if you're not intending to use the
computer for a few days.

Normal shut down procedure

When you've been doing some work on the computer and want to switch it off, it is
generally inadvisable to just switch off using the On/Off power button: you will lose
any unsaved work this way, and youmay cause damage to the files on your hard
disc.

By following the instructions in this chapter, you can switch off the computer more
‘gracefully’. This will ensure that you don't lose any work, because the computer is
in a state which makes it OK to turn off at the switch.

1 Save your work

Make sure that you save any work you have
been doing, or you might lose it (see Files and

directories o page 33)

2 Shut the computer down RISC OS
Move the pointer over the Task Manager icon Ionch:figura "
and click Menu, then choose Shutdown from Task window *F12

the menu.  ETGR

The computer checks to see whether you have

left any work unsaved. If you have, a window will

appear for each application with unsaved work,

prompting you if you really want to quit the =
relevant application.

, o . 2files modified
If you're sure you want to quit, click on Discard -

(to discard any changes). If you want to save
your work before you switch off, click on Cancel,

Discard Cancel

save the work, then choose Shutdown again.
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The computer will perform any ‘tidying-up’
operations necessary, such as quitting any
applications, logging off any networks to which
you may be connected, and parking the hard
disc drive heads.

The computer is now ready

A window will appear when this has happened,
to be switched off.

telling you that the computer is ready to be

switched off. ml

Note: when the window appears telling you
shutdown has completed, you can restart the
computer instead of switching off. Click on
Restartto do this.

3 Switch off the computer and peripherals

If your computer supports softoff | allowing it to
turn itself off by software control, this will caus
a modified message to be used in the window.

The computer will switch off in

To switch off the computer either wait for the five seconds
time to elapse, or where soft off is not available
use the manual On/Off button instead. Restart

It is now safe to eject any removable discs from
their drives because all the files are now closed.

If you have any other peripherals connected to
your computer, check in the manuals supplied
with them to see whether they will switch off
automatically every time you switch off the
computer. If any do not, switch them off now.

Should you intend to leave your computer
unused for a long period of time you should
switch off the mains at the wall socket, and
similarly switch off the monitor. This will save
electricity and extend the lifetime of the
equipment which might otherwise be leftin a
low power (standby) mode.
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Part 2 -
Managing the desktop
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9 The desktop

T he Beginner's concepts covered an introduction to the desktop, and to the basic

tasks of loading, saving, copying, moving and deleting files, etc. This chapter
expands on those concepts by covering the desktop and Filer in much more detail.

Manipulating windows

Firstly, here's a reminder of the various window icons:

Close icon Title bar Iconise icon
Back icon l } } Toggle size icon
Lu?:lxl ADF S::HardDisc4.$ [ElE ‘J

[I}] o o o /4— Scroll arrow

Diversions Documents Scroll bar
o o o .7 Adjust size
Printing Public Utilities [l icon

The chapterWindows on page 15 introduced the most common ways you will
manipulate windows. The following table repeats those techniques and builds on
them with other, more advanced ways to manipulate windows.

Action with Select  Action with Adjust Notes

E Moves a window to the Moves a window to the Hold down Shift to
back of the stack. front of the stack. move by one position
in the stack.

— Picks up the window Picks up the window Click Select, but don't
. fOr moving by for moving by dragging drag, to only bring the
dragging. without affecting the window to the front.
window order.
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Action with Select

MANIPULATING WINDOWS

Action with Adjust  Notes

V2 Closes a window.

Closes a window and Shift-Select-click to

opens its parent at the iconise the window

front. (see page 68).
Shift-Adjust-click to
open its parent
without closing it.

Ctrl-Alt-Select-click to
close all currently
open windows.

Iconises a window to
the pinboard.

Iconises a window to The Windows setup

the pinboard. plug-in (see page 109)
controls whether this
icon is present or not.
Ctrl-Alt-Select-click to
iconise all currently
open windows.

Toggles between full
size at the front and
stack previous size.

Toggle between full Hold down shift to
size and previous size maximise without
without changing the covering the icon bar.
window order.

T Scrolls through a file
step by step in the
direction of the arrow.

Scrolls through a file
step by step in the
opposite direction to
the arrow.

==== Scrolls through a file

g by dragging in the
orientation of the
Scroll bar.

Scrolls around in both When scrolling in both
axes by dragging.  axes the pointer is
Either Scroll bar can temporarily hidden.
be used for this.

Scrolls through a file
S screen by screen.

Scrolls through a file
screen by screen in the
opposite direction.

@ Changes a window's
size, bringing it to the
front.

Changes a window's Click Select, but don't
size without changing drag, to only bring the
the window order.  window to the front.
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Windows obscuring the icon bar

After moving windows around for a while the icon bar may be hidden. To
temporarily reveal it, for example to save a file from a Save asbox to a drive icon,

hover the mouse at the bottom edge of the screen. The icon bar pops to the top.

Alternatively, press Shift-F12 to toggle the icon bar to the top. Press Shift-F12 once
more to toggle it to the back again.

Directory displays
N Information stored on the computer is shown on the screen in directory displays.
- Clicking on the icon for a particular information storage device (such as a disc

HardDisc4 drive) opens the root directory display for that device. For example, here's the root
directory display for a hard disc:

E[X] ADFS:HardDisc4.$ [ElE
. /
= @ ¢ @
'Boot Apps Diversions Documents
g 0 @ -
=
Printing Public Utilities @

The basic techniques used to move around the files and directories have already
been introduced in the chapter Files and directories on page 33. This section recaps on
those techniques, and describes some more advanced operations.

Opening and closing directory displays

Here's a summary of how to open and close directory displays on the desktop:

To Do this Notes

Open a directory Double-click on the

display directory icon.

Open a directory Hold down Ctrl and This speeds up the ﬁ
display without double-click on the opening of large
running internal files directory icon. directories, and saves

of applications memory. Application

icons are replaced by
the generic RISC OS
application icon.
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To Do this Notes
Open a subdirectory, Double-click Adjust
and simultaneously on the subdirectory
close its parent icon.

Close a directory ¥ Click Adjust on the This option is not available

display and open its Close icon. from the root directory, or

parent from the user root directory
of a file server (in this case,
use Open '$'from the icon
bar menu of the file server
icon).

Open an application /‘ Shift double-click on This opens the application

directory S the application directory without actually
directory icon. running the application.

Bring an open g Double-click on the You can Shift double-click

directory display to icon for the directory. to close any subdirectories.

the front

Close a directory ¥ Click on the Close  You can also Shift g
display icon. double-click on the
directory icon

Close a directory ﬁl Shift click on the See Using the pinboard @
display, leaving its Close icon. on page 68. )
icon on the pinboard

Note: If a subdirectory is ‘buried’ too deeply in the overall directory structure, you
may not be able to open it. See Pathnames on page 61.

The Apps directory

~##y When you click on the Apps icon on the icon bar you see a directory display
ﬁﬁ. containing some of the most frequently used applications (these are described
starting atPart 5 - RISC OS applications on page 233).

Apps
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Changing information in directory displays

Display You can change the way file and directory information is shown in directory

Large icons displays using the Display menu. The new display choices will be applied to the
v Small icons current directory display and any you open afterwards. The default directory

Full info display style can be set using the Filer setup plug-in (see page 89).

Sort b
’ SE: bz:::::e Changing the icon size and displaying file information

Sort by size
| Sobysae | To Do this

Reverse sort

Numerical sort Show files etc. in Choose Display /Large icons .
directories with large

icons (but no file [ %] ADF S::HardDisc4.$. Documents. UserGuide.DrawT utor [ - |
; - /
inf ti .:"{ [ .:“{./. | X i
information) 5 5 8_:) {/
Horse LakeView Map MapText

Show files etc. with Choose Display /Small icons.
small icons (but no

file information) =] ] ADFS:HardDisc4.$. Documents. UserGuide.DrawTutor | =
;' Horse , LakeView 3% Map -
¥ MapText 3 Sign EI

Show all information Choose Display /Full info .
on files in a directory

display 5 4| ADF S::HardDisc4.$. Documents. UserGuide.DrawT utor B
U Horse R/r 110k Sprite 13:21:45 24 Feb 1993 L
i'/LakeView  WR/r 106k Sprite 12:35:47 21 Jan 1994

A ™ Time ang

Access date file was
permissions File size File tvpe last chanaged

Full info gives you lots of information about a file:

Access permissions are described inAccess on page 55.

File sizes are shown in bytes, kilobytes, megabytes and so on. See Information
and helpon page 54.

File types are described in Setting a files type on page 59 and appendix RISC OS
file types on page 527.

The time and date used is that provided by the computer’s real-time clock,
which you can set by following the section Time and date setup plug-in on

page 107. For application directories containing a !Runimage, the directory
will show the time and date from the |Runimage.
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Changing the sort order of files in a directory display

To Do this Notes

Sortfiles in Choose Display /Sort by name .
alphabetical order
= B

Files are sorted by name,
in ascending alphabetical
order.

Group files
according to type _

Undated files appear first,
then dated files in

" numerical order of file
type, then applications,
and finally directories.

Sort files according
to size

Files appear first sorted

in descending size order,
" followed by applications

¥ ¥ # : _

Mp  Hose  LakeView MapToxt I then directories.

2 = (Directories are only in
. &

alphabetical order.)

Sort files in order
of creation

The most recent appear
_ first.

Choose the modifier
Display/Reverse sort .

Sort files in the
opposite order

Ascending order sorting
becomes descending,
and vice versa.

Sortfiles in
numerical order

Choose the modifier
Display/Numerical sort .

Names containing
numerals are sorted
naturally (e.g.Fil e9 is
nexttoFil el0 ).

Type, size, and date sort
order is unaffected.
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Selecting files and directories

Here's how to select or deselect icons in a directory display:

To Do this Notes

Select a single icon .:]g] Click on it.

Selecta group of ] Click Select or Adjust You can also drag a box round
icons on the firsticon, and a group of icons to select
100 Adjust on each of the them. Dragging a box with
others in turn. Adjust inverts the selected
state of any icons within the
box.

Selectalliconsina ()] Press Menu, choose There’'s more on the Filer
directory display Filer /Select all or menu on page 52.
press Ctrl-A.

Deselectanicon ()i Click Adjustonit.  Useful for selecting many
icons in a display: choose
Select allthen click Adjust on
unwanted icons.

Deselect a group of (J§] Press Menu, choose You can also click over a blank
icons Filer/ part of the directory display.
Clear selection or
press Ctrl-Z.

Once you've selected an icon, or a group of icons, you can perform various Filer
operations on that selection. See The File, Dir., App. or Selection submenu on page 52.

Creating a new directory

To create a new directory:

New directory 1 Open a directory display within which you want to create the new directory.
0 2 Press Menu and type the new directory name into the New directory box.

3 Click onOKor press Return ().

rsried ] ]

The name must contain at least one printing character, and must not contain any of
the following reserved characters:

$&%@\ N oL, #x
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The Filer

The Filer is the part of the desktop that handles operations on files and directories,
such as selecting, copying, deleting, moving and so on. This section tells you how
to use the Filer to manipulate files and directories, and how you can modify its
behaviour.

Filer operations normally run ‘in the background’, so that you can carry out other
desktop activities while copying, searching, deleting and so on.

Atypical background [i] Copying files - Writing
Fil ti
ler copy operation ADFS:HardDisc4.$./ChangeFSI.|Run

812 bytes togo
2 files copied

Abort | Faster | Pause |

The blue progress bar shows an estimate of how much of the operation has
completed so far.

The Filer menu

Fior | Click Menu anywhere over a directory display to show the Filer menu.

Display >

Dir. Divorsions’ b Some operations when applied to a directory (such as copying and deleting) apply

sectal  *a | recursively to all objects within that directory. If any of those objects are
Clear selection iz | themselves directories, the operation applies to their contents as well (and so on).
Options » Moving an application, for example, will move all of it: its directory and all its

Newdirectory  » contents. So think, especially before you delete a directory!

Set directory W ) ) )
Open parent Although you can run several Filer operations simultaneously, you should not run

Refresh more than one operation on the same file or directory at the same time. For
example, don't copy or move files into a directory while at the same time deleting
existing files from the same directory - you may lose files or data.

The File, Dir., App. or Selection submenu

Once you've selected an icon or icons (see Selecting files and directories on page 51)

you can use the Filer menu to perform various operations on your selection.
If you select a directory icon, the File option changes to Dir,
If you select an application icon, the File option changes to App.

If you select more than one icon, the File option changes to Selection.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 52



RISC OS / USER GUIDE THE DESKTOP

Copying, moving and deleting files

File This section tells you how to manipulate your files, directories and applications
Copy » using the Filer.
Rename "R M

Delete K Note: For simplicity, this section refers to operations on aFile, but most of the
Access »| operations apply equally to a directory, an application, or a selection.

Count
elp .
i To Do this Notes
Info >
Find P> . .
Settype > Copy afile Drag the file's icon to the
Stamp destination directory.

Copy a file witha Change the name inthe To copy to a different
different name File /Copy /Copy as writable directory, drag the Copy as
menu box and click on OK_jcon to the destination
ez, T directory display.
;7
)

o] | o

Move a file Hold down Shift while  This will copy the file and
dragging the file's icon to delete the original from the
the destination directory. source directory.

Rename a file Type the new name in the Filenames mustn’t contain
File/Rename /Name any of these reserved
writable menu box. characters:

TR $&%BA@\ N ., #r
screen| Most filing systems are not

case sensitive (the NFS filer

You can also click on the . -
is case sensitive).

file's name while pressing
the Alt key, or pressing
Ctrl-R, to rename the file in
the directory display.

Delete afile Choose File Delete or You can't retrieve deleted
press Ctrl-K. files!
Delete a locked file Choose You can override file locks

File /Access Unprotected permanently by choosing
before deleting the file. Options Force; see page 59.
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Note: During copying you'll see a partially drawn icon to represent the partially
copied file. With a 'Full info’ directory display the word 'DEADDEAD’ will be displayed
on the line as well. When the file copying completes, the correct icon is filled in the
file type set.

Copying and moving to another device

Files can be dropped directly onto device icons on the lefthand side of the icon bar;
the Filer will open a directory display and proceed to copy or move those files to
the default directory for that device, usually the root directory. This only works for
devices that are writable, so you cannot drop files onto the Apps icon for example.

Information and help

You can use the Filer menu to find out more information about your selection, or
get help on an application:

To Do this Notes

Find the total size of ChooseFile/Countto see There are 1024 bytes in a
afile or selection  the number of files and  kilobyte, 1024 kilobytes in a
their total size. megabyte, and 1024
1 —_— megabytes in a gigabyte.
ADFS HardDiscd § Docurens LeerGude DranTir . A ONE Megabyte file is
therefore 1,048,576 bytes.

§ fies counted
457,120 bytos towal
o |
See information ChooseFile/Info . This displays the file type,
about a file AbGUiNgobed size, access d§Fa|Is and
, date last modified -
LakeView

information similar to that

;/' TVP"I Sprite (ff9) shown when you choose
=4 Sizal 108440 Display /Full Info(see
Aocessl WR/r page 49).

Date | 12:35:47 21 Jan 1994

Get help on an Select the application and You can also use the Help
application choose App. Help. application - see page 401.
Not all applications
support this.
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Advanced Filer operations

This section describes some of the more advanced Filer operations.

Setting file access permissions

A file's access permission settings define who is permitted to read it, write to it or

delete it.
m Simple access permissions

Protected
v Unprotected | 14 Do this Notes

Public
v Private Allow afile to be read Choose Access /Private This is the default setting.
(-l and altered only by and Access Unprotected .

Access details P you

Allow a file to be read Choose Access /Publicand This is a good way of

but not altered by  Access/Protected . protecting finished files.
anyone on a network TheForceoption (see
(including you) page 59) overrides this.

If you change the access to a directory, all the files in the directory are affected.

Detailed access permissions

Accessdetals | Most of the time you'll use the simple method above to set access permissions.
Yes No | However, you can also set access using the File/Access /Access details dialogue
J Locked ®  box:
® Owner read . . S
g Owner write 3 Locked - the file cannot be deleted (off by default). You can override this with
O Pulicread @ Force(see page 59).
) Publicwrite @ Owner read -the file's owner can read it (on by default).

Recurse ﬁl Owner write - the file’s owner can write to it (on by default).

Public read - other network users can load your files or run an application in
your network space (off by default).

Public write - other network users can write to the file (off by default).

To apply access permissions recursively to the contents of a directory, switch the
Recurse option on (this only works with applications and directories).

If you use a Level 4 Fileserver, take care when you set directories on it to Locked:
this may make these directories invisible to other users on the network.
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How to identify file access permissions
There are several ways to find out the access permissions for a file.
You can display the File/Access /Access details dialogue box.

You can display the files using the Display /Full infomenu option.

7 B2 ADF S::HardDisc4.$. Documents. UserGuide.DrawT utor

(5
5’/ Horse R/r 110k Sprite 13:21:4524 Feb 1993 |
i/ LakeView  WR/r 106k Sprite 12:35:47 21 Ja £

| Access permissions

3 Map WRr 269k DrawFile 084377223 Aug 1994 L = locked
/ MapText ~ WRIr ext 1651:0524 Feb 1993 f= R = owner read access
3 Sign WRr 472 DrawFile 14531426 Feb1993 [5 '~ Ownerwrite access

r = public read access
w = public write access

You can use theFile/Info option; see/nformation and help on page 54.

Setting the currently selected directory

Sometimes, to save typing when using the command line, it is convenient to set
the currently selected directory . Choose Set directory to make the directory display on

which the menu was opened the working directory, or press Ctrl-W having clicked
on the directory display first.

The command line is described in the appendix The command line on page 493.

Finding files

If you've saved a file somewhere in your directory structure, but cant remember
where, Find will help you locate it:
1 Select the directory or directories you want to search.

2 Press Menu and type the name of the file you want to find into the
Dir. Find /Find file writable icon.

Filer
Display ™~ Directory
Dir. 'Diversions' Copy P
Select all AA Rename *R M
Clear selection *Z Delete *K
Options P Access >

New directory > Count
Set directory "W Help

Open parent Info ™ Find file
Refresh X Patience
Set type >
Stamp

3 Click on the name, or press Return ().
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If the object is found, you'll see one of two dialogue boxes:

& Finding an object- Found | B Finding an object - Found
ADF S:HardDisc4.$. Diversions. |Patience ADFS::HardDisc4.$.finder. Documents
I \
2 directories checked 2 directories checked
0 files checked 0 files checked
Abort | Run | View | Gontinuel Abort | Open | Continue

If the object found is a file, you can
Abortthe search

Runthe file (if the file is a program, it will be run; if itis a file, it will be
loaded into the appropriate application, if one can be found)

Viewthe directory containing the file

Continueto search for another object with the same name.
If the object found is a directory, you can

Abortthe search

Openthe directory

Continueto search for another object with the same name.

Using wildcard characters

You can usewildcardsto represent unknown characters in the search string:

* represents zero or more characters of any sort.

# represents one character of any sort.
For example:

aeo*  would match aeo, aeon and aeons, and any name that begins aeo.
a*o  would match any name beginning with an a which ends with an o.
aeo#  would match aeon, and any four letter name that begins aeo.
aeo## would match aeons, and any five letter name that begins aeo.

AllFind parameters are case-insensitive; AEO# is the same as aeo# or Aeo# etc.

Modifying Filer operations

Tﬂ?“"ﬂL Six settings in the Options submenu provide finer control over most of the filing
ma system operations invoked. These options apply to all subsequent Filer

Confirm deletes .
................. operations, as well as the current one.

Newer
Faster
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Confirm all

This prompts you before performing an action. This helps safeguard against the
accidental deletion of files, for example. Itis off by default.

When this option is switched on, you can
choose Abortto abandon an entire operation
chooseNoto skip the present object and go to the next
chooseYesto carry out the operation on the present object and go to the next

choose Quietto continue with the operation without asking for further
confirmation (in cases where the operation affects more than one object).

Filer operation. —&[————— = Copying files - Copy |

Filename ———————sMMardDisc4.$. Documents. UserGuide.DrawT utor. Horse
|
0 bytes togo
0 files copied
Action to take —m= Abort I No | Yes | Quiet I

Confirm deletes

This is similar to Confirm all, but prompts you only when deleting files. It is off by

default.

Verbose

This tells you about the progress of an operation. It is switched on by default.

Information about the current operation is displayed in a dialogue box. You can
choose Abortto abandon the entire operation

choose Fasterto speed up the operation, see Fasteron page 59

choose Pauseto interrupt it temporarily. The button will change to Continue
(click on Continueto proceed with the operation, or on Abortto stop).

Filer operation — EI-——— g Copying fles - Writing
Filename —————» ADF S::HardDisc4.$. IChangeFSI./Run
——
812 bytes togo
2 files copied
Action to take —m= Abort Faster | Pause
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tons | If Verboseis switched on, you can click Menu on any of the standard Filer dialogue
boxes, such as those you get with copying, finding, deleting and moving. You will
Confim | then be able to choose options for that Filer operation to override any that were set

v :_'9"0059 from the Filer/Options menu, and those options will only apply to the selected
orce .
Jnewer | CPEration.
Force

This enables you to delete files and directories even if they are locked (unless they
are stored on a network server with different ownership). It is off by default.

This is particularly useful if you want to delete a directory containing a lot of files,
some of which may be locked. However, use this option with great care, as it
overrides all file protection (see Setting file access permissions on page 55).

Newer

This applies only to copying, and is designed to ensure that you don't overwrite a
file by an older version of the same file. It is off by default.

If you set out to copy a file to a directory where there is already a file of that name,
the file will only be copied if it is newer than the file in the destination directory.

Note: This slows down copying operations over networks, since the destination
must be checked for a newer file of the same name before each copy.

Faster

This option makes file operations faster, at the expense of the responsiveness of
the desktop. Normally during file operations, keeping the look of the desktop

up-to-date takes priority over speed. If you choose the Faster option, speed takes
priority: files and windows aren’t updated until the current operation has finished.

Setting a file's type

Every file has a file type, which determines what happens when you double-click on
a file icon. For example, files of the type Text are loaded into Edit, files of the type
Obey are interpreted as lists of commands to be carried out, etc.

To change a file's type:
1 Select the file whose type you want to change.
2 Press Menu and go to the File /Set type writable icon.

3 Enter the file type, in normal text or as a hexadecimal number.

For a list of file types, see appendix RISC OS file types on page 527.
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Date/time stamping

[ Fie_| Filesare marked with the date when they were last altered, and directories when
Copy > they were first created. Applications show the date of the IRunlmage file (or, if one
Rename *RP is not present, of the directory). This information is shown when you display Full
Delete  "K | info, or when you select a specific file or directory and chooseFile Info (see
Access P Hage 54).

Count
Help Stampenables you to update the date and time stamping on files and directories
ino ™ to the current date and time. To do this:
;::jwpe » 1 Selectthe object(s) you wish to stamp.
2 ChooseFile/Stamp. The date stamp will be updated. You can check this using

thelnfo menu option.

Correcting problems

If a problem arises during a Filer operation, you'll see an error box displayed:

5| Copying files - Disc full when writing |
ADFS:15 11_Tue.$.screen

This is what has happened

to the filescr een , — 272,328 bytes to go
0 files copied
Choose one ofthese ______ g ppont I Skip | Restart | Retry I

corrective actions

This is the error that
occurred : I

A The disc has no more available A
space

Abort|ets you cancel the file operation completely.
Skip skips the current file operation and starts afresh on the next file.
Restartstarts the operation on the current file from the beginning.

Retrytries to start the operation again from where the error occurred.

Once you've cleared a problem, you'll find that clicking on Retrynormally allows
you to continue with the operation.
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Pathnames

The full name of a file or directory appears in the title bar at the top of the file
window or directory display:

5] %| ADFS::HardDisc4.$.Images.00-49.key00-24 ||

Thepathnameis the complete ‘address’ of a file or directory.

Usually just the filename is sufficient, but sometimes you need to specify the
whole pathname.

Technically, a pathname has the following general form:

filing-system:disc-nane.[directory-nanmes.]fil enane
So, in the above example:

This text Points to

ADFS: the filing system name (note the trailing colon). If you
omit the filing system name, the current filing system is
assumed (see below). On a network, the filing system
name is followed by the network name.

:HardDi sc4  the name of the hard disc, floppy disc or other storage
device (note the preceding colon).

. $ the ‘root’ directory, usually the directory you first open
when you click on a storage device icon. On network file
servers, this will be replaced by &, your ‘user root directory’
(which may be one or more directories away from the
root). If you omit this, and the filing system name and disc
name, the path is taken relative to the current directory.

. I mages directories nested within the root directory (note the

. 00-49 preceding full stops).

. key00- 24 a file or directory within the 00- 49 directory.

Note: If the pathname of a directory exceeds around 250 characters in total, you
may not be able to open it. If this is the case, move the directory higher up the

overall directory structure (it's unusual to have such a deeply-nested structure, and
you should avoid it if possible).

Current filing system

The default current filing system is that used by your hard disc drive (if fitted),
usually ADFS. The current disc is also usually your hard disc drive.
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Desktop colours and resolution

! You can change the number of colours displayed, and the size of the desktop, using
the Display Manager. The Display Manager icon is on the righthand side of the icon
bar, next to the Task Manager (see page 73).

The ‘resolution’ is amount of information displayed on the computer screen:

The higher the resolution, the more information on the screen, so the better
the displayed quality of the applications and pictures on your computer.

The higher the resolution, the more of an application or picture that can be
viewed in the same screen space.

(Don't confuse resolution with the dot pitch of the monitor, which is fixed.)

The more colours that are available, the more faithfully images will be displayed.

For example, you will see a difference if you display a photograph in 256 colours
rather than 16 million colours.

The following pictures show the same desktop at different resolutions:

High resolution desktop
(e.9.1024 x 768)

[ ne RE

fo i@ -

Normal resolution
desktop

(e.g. 800 x 600)

o fi fum 1ee

Low resolution desktop ==
(e.g. 640 x 480) s sB

HardDiscd Apps
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Changing the desktop display characteristics

Clicking on the Display Manager icon on the icon bar shows the Screen display
window, which shows the current settings of the desktop. Use this to alter the
current resolution, number of colours, and frame rate, then click Change .

]| Acorn AKF50
Colours | 16 million i
Resolution | 800 x 600 il
Frame rate | 60Hz i

Cancel | Change |

To Do this

Notes

Change the number Click on the Colours menu
of colours or
greyscales used in

the desktop display

Hl

icon, choose a number
from the list.

Colours
Blackiwhte

4 greys

16 greys

16 colours

256 greys

256 colours

4096 colours

32 thousand

64 thousand
v 16 million

There may be colour
options that are
greyed out if your
computer doesn't
offer all of the options
that RISC OS can use.

Click on the Resolution
menu icon, choose the
resolution you want.

Change the
resolution

Bl

1280 x 480

The resolutions you
can select depend on
the type of monitor
you are using.

Click on the Frame rate
menu icon, choose the rate
you want.

Frame rate

v 60Hz
56Hz

Change the frame
rate

Hl

To reduce eye strain,
choose a higher frame
rate as that will flicker
less.
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How colour and resolution interact

As you experiment with the Display Manager, you'll find that you can only display
certain combinations of colours and resolutions. These combinations are limited

by the computer, the amount of video memory it can use, and the capabilities of

your monitor.

The Display Manager assumes that the most recent change you make is the most
important. If you choose a higher resolution, the Display Manager may have to
reduce the number of colours correspondingly. If this happens, it will try to pick the
maximum number of colours possible at that resolution.

Similarly, if you choose a large number of colours, the Display Manager may have
to reduce the resolution at which it can display these colours. If this happens, it
finds the highest resolution at which this number of colours is possible. The
Display Manager does not always pick the optimum resolution and you may have
to change to a more appropriate resolution for the desktop.

Note: Every time you switch on, the default display characteristics will be used
which are set by the Screen setup plug-in on page 101. The Display Manager only
changes the screen for the current session.

Advanced display options
Normally you won't need to use the information given in this section.

Mode string

The mode string defines the current screen display mode:

Display
Info ) Mode

| X800 Y600 C16M F0 | @

The mode string is made up of

i

X horizontal resolution

Y vertical resolution

C number of colours (2, 4, 16, 256, 4k, 32k, 64k or 16M)
G number of greyscales (2, 4, 16 or 256)

EX horizontal eigen factor
EY vertical eigen factor
F frame rate (optional)
L pixel layout (optional)

You can edit the existing mode string, or you can replace the whole string with one
of your own creation.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 64



RISC OS / USER GUIDE THE DESKTOP

Using eigen factors to improve the display detail

Theeigen factors determine the scaling between the operating system'’s coordinates
and pixels on the screen.

You can use the eigen factors to change the level of detail of the desktop, as
appropriate for your screen. Increasing the level of detail will decrease the amount
of usable space. Conversely, you can decrease the level of detail to increase the
available space.

For example, with eigen factors of 2 (EX2 EY2 present in the mode string) a
monitor set to display 800 x 600 will be considered as 3200 x 2400 in operating
system coordinates. This will give an apparently large desktop work area to use, but
with much less display detail.

_Display | _ Display | Dispray
Eigen0 Info »  Figen1 Info M Eigen2 | Mo »
Mode Mode P Mode

The eigen factor sets the number of dots perinch\when viewed on screen:

Scaling from OS Eigen factor Equivalent level of
coordinates to pixels display detail

+1 0 180 dpi (highest)
+2 1 90 dpi (default)

4 2 45 dpi

+8 3 22.5 dpi

To show the highest possible detail set the eigen factors to 0. For example, change
from X800 Y600 Cl6M F60 to X1600 Y1200 C16M F60 EXO EYO and the

desktop will be at the same relative size on screen but at twice the detail:

1 Click Menu over the Display Manager and move to the Mode dialogue box.

2 Move the cursor to the mode string and change the EX and EY eigen values (or
add them if they are not already present).

3 Click on OKfor the new eigen values to take effect.

Note: The eigen values are changed back to their default values whenever you use
the Display Manager to change display modes.
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Using old type mode numbers

You can still display screen modes using the old type mode numbers by typing the
mode number directly into the mode box on the icon bar:

Display
Info » Mode

i vose L 2] I

A list of old type numbers is given in the table List of screen modes on page 535. Some

of these modes may not be available if the resolution is outside of the range that
your monitor can display, or the number of colours required are not one of the
combinations that the computer’s hardware can output.

Note: |f your monitor cannot display a given mode, the Display Manager will
automatically choose a mode with the same number of colours. If the mode is
supported by your hardware but not the desktop, you'll see an error message.

Displayed pixel shape
Square pixel modes are the most useful for everyday use; they maintain the correct
proportions of images on the desktop. Some examples of these are:

800 x 600

1024 x 768

1280 x 1024

1920 x 1080

Rectangular modes do not maintain the correct proportions of the desktop; they
have a width which is more than twice their height. Some examples of these are:
640 x 256
1056 x 256
1280 x 480
The rectangular pixel modes are common with some types of game that were
originally intended to be played on a television set; a standard definition

television’s picture is scanned as two interlaced frames, giving it half the vertical
detail.

When you select a rectangular pixel mode from the Display Manager the desktop
will have its eigen factors set to EXL  EY2 to keep the proportions of images true,
even though there is only half the normal vertical detail available.
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The pinboard

This section shows you another useful part of the Filer: the pinboard The pinboard
area adds another dimension to the desktop and the Filer. For example, you can

pin file, directory and application icons to the pinboard, to save having lots of
directory displays open

double-click on these pinned items to activate them just as you would if they
were in a directory display

move files around on the pinboard
display a picture on the background (a backdrop)

shrink application windows and directory displays to icons to save space on
the desktop.

T

B &

Q I .
1Alarm Chars ClsoUp 0w

Directo ry
pinned

File
pinned

Picture
display ed as
backdr op

|¢ ohised
gPplication

windows
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Using the pinboard

THE PINBOARD

This section shows you how to use the pinboard. The techniques you'll need are
much the same as those used in normal file operations.

To

Do this

Notes

Pin anicon to the 5/

pinboard E_/

Drag the icon from a

directory display and

drop it on the
background (not the
icon bar).

You can pin icons for i/
files, directories and #
applications. Drag
icons to reposition
them. i

Open a directory
display from a
pinned directory
icon

s

Double-click on the

pinned directory icon.

The pinned icon will
stay on the pinboard.

Start an f

. . N
application from 4%
its pinned icon

Double-click on the
pinned application
icon.

Load a file from its 5/

Double-click on the

This also starts the

pinned icon #°, pinned file icon. application, if it's been
seen by the Filer.

Select a group of U:'J Use the same technique You can also use Select all

icons on the as for selecting files and from the Pinboard menu.

pinboard directories. See See page 69.

page 51.

Copy a selection
from the pinboard
to an open
directory display

Drag and drop the
selection onto the

destination directory

display.

Your selection can include
icons from different parent
directories. You can‘t move
files from the pinboard to a
directory display.

Iconise an open
directory display or

active application

window to an icon

on the pinboard

Shift-click on Close to
iconise at the pointer.
Click on Iconise to use

the pinboard’slconise
torules instead (see
page 100).

This saves cluttering s

. -
the desktop with ,|*=i_
open windows. When __o
you reopen an

iconised window, the
icon disappears from
the pinboard.
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Pinboard menu options

Pinboard
Selection
Selectall
Clear selection
Configure...
Save

P

Like the Filer, Pinboard is controlled by a menu. To display the menu options, press
Menu anywhere over the desktop background. To see the options available for a
particular icon on the background, select the icon and press Menu (or press Menu
over the icon when there is no other selection).

To Do this Notes
Arrange icons neatly Select the icons and Changing screen display
on the pinboard choose Selection/Tidy . resolution may cause icons

to disappear off the edge of
the screen; Select all

followed by Selection/Tidy
brings them back.

Lock icons onto an  Choose Configure..., then

invisible grid on the switch Arrange pinned

pinboard objects on a grid on and
click on Set,

Remove anicon or Selectthe icon and choose This doesn't actually delete
selection from the  Selection/Remove. files. It simply removes
pinboard icons from the pinboard.

Remove an iconised Double-click on the icon to
window open the window, then
click on its Close icon.

Select all icons on the Choose Select all. The Select all submenu can

pinboard be used if you only wish to
select files or windows.
Choose Clear selection to
de-selecticons.

Save the current Use the Save /Save asbox. Double-clicking on this file
pinboard layout Fr T T restores Pinboard to its

saved state. You can't save
information about iconised
application windows.
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Using backdrop images
You can display any sprite file or JPEG (see Painton page 351) as a backdrop image
on the desktop. For best results, use a screen mode that can display at least the
same number of colours as there are in the backdrop image.

To display an image, click Menu over the pinboard and choose Configure...then
drag the sprite or JPEG file icon to the Custom image icon.

=] Pinboard
lconiseto | topright F | stacked verticaly T
Tdyto | topleft | | stacked horizontally °F|

| Arrange pinned objects on a grid
Background texture
) Standard image
Lighter
Random
(@ Scaled
(@ Custom image ) Centred
) Tiled
) Plain colour

Background colour _ Al
lcon text colour | o Ty |

Default | Cancel || set |
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Custom imagealso has options for finer control of the image’s display:
Scaled has the effect of scaling the image to fill the whole screen.

Centred has the effect of centring the image on the background. The correct
proportions are maintained, but may leave plain space around the edges of
your backdrop image if the picture is smaller than the size of the desktop.

Tiled makes multiple copies of the image and repeats them so that the
backdrop fills your screen.

Note: Each time you use the Display Manager to change the resolution or colours
used by the desktop, the original picture is read in again. This may take some time
if the image file is large or held on a slow disc.

Having made your image selections, click Setto change the backdrop.

Removing a backdrop

You can remove a backdrop picture by choosing Standard image orPlain colour.
This does not delete any files, or remove any icons from the backdrop.
Textured desktop backdrops

The computer contains a
number of built-in textured
desktop backdrops.

You can change these using the

Standard image option; see
page 101 for more information.

For a little variety, enable the
Randomoption to have the
computer pick a different one
at the start of each session.

The adjacent picture shows a = 2 ol e
marbled backdrop being used. e A ’ /e it

Iconised application menu options

Hold down Shift and press Menu over an iconised application window to display

p
? — theapplication menu for that window (instead of the usual Pinboard menu).
— n
Misc M This can be useful if you want to save a file without actually opening its window to
Display ™ fyll size.
Save ™
Selection ™
New sprite >
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10 Managing the desktop ?@-

T his chapter tells you about the day-to-day running of your computer. It shows

you how to control the desktop using the Task Manager, how to shut the
computer down, and how to get the most out of your computer’'s memory.

Introducing the Task Manager

The Task Manager is the rightmost icon situated on the icon bar. Throughout this
Guide it's shown as a coloured cog wheel, though the exact icon used depends on

which theme is being used. You'll learn how to change the theme later on in the
chapter Changing the computer’s configuration |

The Task Manager controls all the tasks’ running on the computer. Think of it as a
control panel, with which you can monitor and control the computer system.

You'll mostly use the Task Manager for three things
monitoring and controlling tasks and memory;
launching Configure to change the computer’s settings;
shutting the computer down, prior to switching off or resetting.

You can also use the Task Manager to access the RISC OS command line in various
ways - see The command line on page 493, and to save the state of the desktop in a
Desktop settings file.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 73



RISC OS / USER GUIDE CONTROLLING TASKS AND MEMORY

Controlling tasks and memory

Click on the Task Manager icon to see a window containing details of the current
tasks and the use of the computer’'s memory as a whole:

Application tasks

Module tasks
Task Manager
Display Manager
Filer

Free in Module area 121K m

i —

Tasks window areas

}.
|
¥ i
|

|
Y
[Z1

The Tasks window is divided into four areas:
application tasks
module tasks
dynamic areas

system memory allocation

You can alter values shown with red bars by dragging the end of the bar. The Tasks
window is updated as applications are running. This allows you to monitor the
state of the system.

Any changes you make with the Task Manager are forgotten when you reset the
computer. If you need to change system settings often, you may find it more

convenient to change them permanently using the Configure application (see
Changing the computer’s configuration gn page 81).

Application tasks

This area shows how much memory current applications are using. The bars
marked Nextand Free show how much memory is allocated by default to an
application when it starts up, and how much free memory is remaining in the
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system; you can change these values. However, most applications override the
value allocated to Next, and take as much memory as they need (assuming it is
available).

Application tasks

48K 1
Paint 68K m
Edit 40K 1
SciCalc 140K mm
Printer Manager 44K 1
Alarm 32K 1
Characters 20K |
Squash 96K m
Help 16K |
Next 260K
Free 32020K

Module tasks

This section lists all tasks which are running as relocatable modules (extensions to
the operating system) and the amount of free memory in the module area.

Module tasks

Task Manager
Display Manager
Filer
ADFS Filer
Resource Filer
SCSI Filer
SDFS Filer
CDFS Filer
Free
Free in Module area 121K m
Largestblock 109K m

N DI

|1 f——

Dynamic areas

This section contains the entry Wimp sprite pool , a special memory area reserved
for the sprites used by the Window Manager. There may be other entries here too
for filing system buffers and similar shared workspace.
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System memory allocation

This section summarises how the areas of the computer's memory are being used

overall.

System memory allocation

Memory management 464K mm ‘
Screen memory 972K mmm '?y-'
Hardware/System 64K 1 1
System heap 2200K ]
System stacks 56K 1§ d
Module area 5120K m— |
Font cache 256K mm N
System sprites 0K f
RAM disc 0K j
Dynamic areas 6664K IE—— {
Applications (free) 8766K IEEEEE—
Applications (used) 984K mmm
System workspace 40K 1

Total 29708K I | T
M&E

You can change some of the values in this section:

To

Do this Notes

Create a RAM disc*

Drag a red bar to the right You can only change an

until the RAM disc is the existing RAM disc’s size if
size you want. it's empty.

Change the font
cachet

Drag the red bar to the left See page 250 for more
or right. information.

Change the System
sprites memory

Drag the red bar to the left If you're running short of
or right. memory, you can reduce
this - it's not often used.

* The RAM disc size is lim
T You can't reduce the ca

ited to a maximum of 2048MB.
che to less than 32kB.

You may notice, when trying to resize a task slot size in the Tasks window, that you
just can't select the amount of memory you want. Don't worry; this is a side effect
of the way the Tasks window scales the mouse movement to enable computers
with a lot of memory to be usable. For small amounts in a slot you have accurate
control, but as the slot gets larger the changes in the amount of memory get

coarser and coarser.
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Forcing tasks and applications to quit

Quitting tasks from the Task Manager

You can use the Task Manager to force any of the tasks from the first two sections
of the Tasks window to quit:

1 Click Menu over the entry for the task you want to quit.

2 ChooseTask/AQuit,

Task
Info =
New task I~ Task
o o I
Configure...

*‘Commands F12
Task window *F12
Desktop settings
Exit desktop
Shutdown *F12

The task will quit, and the memory it was using will be freed. Although some
programs (including Edit, Draw and Paint) warn you if there is some work you have
not saved, not all programs do so; use this command with caution, as a last resort
to force a program to quit.

Quitting tasks using the system monitor (emergency use only)

Very occasionally the computer will lock up (pressing keys has no effect) or the
hourglass will stay on the screen for much longer than is normal. The key
combination Alt-Break activates the system monitor. This displays a dialogue box
from which you can selectively quit current tasks.

Message from Window Manager |

A Press Stop to terminate Paint.

NextTask | Cancel || Stop |

You canStopa particular task (quit it), go on to the Next Taskrunning, or Cancel
the system monitor window.
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Note 1: This is really a last resort, if you're having problems. Should the system
monitor also not respond either, try these methods in order: press Ctrl-Break, or

press the Reset button, or switch off and on again.

Note 2: You can also stop some tasks (e.g. printing a file) in a less permanent way
by pressing Escape.

Note 3: Stopping a task with the system monitor may leave the desktop in an
indeterminate state. Save any work and restart the computer when possible.

Warning: Don't stop the internal desktop tasks (Task Manager, Pinboard, Filer,
Display Manager, Free) unless you know what you're doing.

Controlling tasks from the command line

Choose Task window from the Task Manager menu to start a RISC OS command
line session within the desktop. The command line is described in detail in The

command line gn page 493.

The menu displayed from the main Tasks window also provides two ways to access
the command line from outside of the desktop. Choose *Commandsto start a

command shell (press Return on an empty line to get back to the desktop) or Exit

to finish using the desktop permanently. When you exit the desktop there will be
more memory to run any commands you enter because the Window Manager is no
longer keeping other applications you have run suspended in memory.

To start a task using a command line from within the desktop, type the command
into the New taskwritable menu box. The command will be run without leaving
the desktop, so can be used to issue commands that are only possible when the
Window Manager is running such as starting new tasks.

Task
Info > *Command |
IEETSE | Resources:$.Apps.(Charg
lask "
Configure...

*Commands F12
Task window *F12
Desktop settings P
Exit desktop
Shutdown *MF12

A full alphabetical list of star commands is given in the file Star Conms  in the
directory Docunents. User Gui de  on your hard disc or network.
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Managing memory

This section gives some suggestions for getting the best out of the memory fitted
to your computer.

Some models of computer can have the amount of RAM (Random Access Memory)
or VRAM (video RAM) expanded. If you find that you are frequently running out of
memory the easiest way to resolve this is by fitting more. Ask your supplier for
details.

Choice of screen display

You can save some memory by using a screen display that does not use much
memory. To do this you should choose fewer colours or a lower resolution. For
— example, 640x480x16 colours uses 152kB, and 800x600x32k colours uses 940kB.

Opening directory displays

When you open a display for a directory containing applications, the computer
loads the applications’ sprite files, which occupy some of the computer's memory.
If you are very short of memory, you cannot afford to waste this space.

L\

Hold down Ctrl when opening a directory by double-clicking, the sprites used by
any applications are not loaded into the sprite pool. This tip is also useful when
opening application directories using a slow network connection, when the
memory used is less of a concern than the time spent transferring the sprites.

Optimising memory usage

Use the Task Manager to display the computer’s current memory usage. You can
reduce any of the red bars to release as much memory as possible for applications.

Launching Configure

RISC OS | To easily access the Configure application, choose Configure...from the Task
Info » Manager's menu. The Configure application is covered in more detail in the
chapter Changing the computer’s configuration gn page 81.
Task window "F12
Shutdown *MF12 | The same menu option is also in the extended Task menu.
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Saving a Desktop settings file

Once you have a desktop layout on your screen that you would like to use each
time you start your computer, you can save the layout:
1 Press Menu over the Tasks window and display the Desktop settings /Save

settings dialogue box:

Task
Info >
New task >
Task"
Configure...

‘Commands F12

Task window *F12 | Save settings |
Desktop settings |

Exit desktop
Shutdown AF12

Desk 7

Tots 900] K

2 Save the file by clicking on OK.
Don’t change the path name given in the Save box .

Now, each time you switch on or reset your computer it will restore the desktop to
the way it looked when you saved the Desktop settings file. There are more details
on exactly what is saved in this file in the section Desktop settings file on page 116.

Shutting the computer down

RISC OS | You shouldalwaysshut down your computer prior to switching it off with the

Info > On/Off switch. This

Configure... . . .
Task window AF12 quits all applications and ensures all your work is saved

il Shutdown 1712 | runs any post desktop Obey scripts

logs you off any networks and file servers

parks any disc drives.

Refer to the chapter Switching offthe computer on page 41 for instructions on how to
shut down RISC OS.
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11 Changing the computer’s
configuration

T his chapter tells you all about changing your computer’s default configuration

by using the Configuration window to change the settings to suit your
individual requirements.

Introduction

There are two ways of customising your computer to suit your own way of working:

Changing the default hardware and software configuration settings (this
chapter).

Changing the actions the computer performs, and hence the way the desktop
looks when you first switch on (see The Boot applicationon page 111).

Changes to the configuration mostly take effect as soon as you make them, and are
maintained even when you switch the computer off.

RISC 0S | To open the Configuration window, click Menu on the Task Manager icon and
Info P choose Configure...from the menu. The main Configuration window will open with

Configure.. one icon for each aspect that can be configured.
Task window "F12
Shutdown *F12 5 | Configuration o
/
e (= . . §
#* “‘ =0 F - !
Boot Discs Filer Fonts Help
a B 9 o
Lock Mouse Network Pinboard
w :
\ VA 'l.r “ .y
S (£ " :w
und System Theme  Time and date
L
]
&

The Network setup plug-in leads to a further network configuration windows. These
are explained in the chapter Setting up networking on page 167.
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Configuration held in CMOS RAM

One term you'll come across many times in this chapter is CMOS RAM . This is part

of the computer's memory where many essential configuration settings are stored
which set up the computer prior to running the Boot application. Unlike ordinary
RAM, they are retained when the main power is turned off.

With such essential configuration being held in CMOS RAM the computer may not
start up properly if there is a problem with the settings. This can occur on those
machines where the CMOS RAM is powered by a battery and the battery is
exhausted, or if you have made manual changes to the configuration which are
incorrect.

One possible symptom of a CMOS RAM problem is no picture on the monitor
because the configured monitor type has been forgotten or mis-configured, so you
will need to perform a CMOS RAM reset.

There are several types of CMOS RAM reset, each is performed by holding down a
single key when the power is turned on:

Delete key

Setsall of the CMOS RAM locations to their factory defaults. The Econet
station number is protected; ask your network manager if this needs to be
changed too.

End key

This is similar to Delete-Power on, except that the monitor sync type is set to
drive a monitor with separate horizontal and vertical sync signals.

R key

Sets the operating system CMOS RAM locations to their factory defaults. The
user CMOS RAM locations, expansion card information, number of enabled
ADFS drives, and country code are all left unchanged. The Econet station
number is protected, as described under Delete-Power on.

T key

This is similar to R-Power on, except that the monitor sync type is set to drive
a monitor with separate horizontal and vertical sync signals.

You may not be able to alter the CMOS RAM at all if there is a configuration
protection link inside the computer and it's set to the ‘protected’ position, these
resets will have no effect: see your Welcome Guide

Whenever the CMOS RAM is reset, the computer will pause to show a message at
the top of the screen acknowledging that the requested operation worked. Press
Escape to confirm the message. Once you have a usable desktop, use Configure to
restore the remaining settings by working through each of the following sections in
this chapter.
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Planning ahead

Before you change the computer’s configuration in any way, it's a very good idea to
save all the default settings. Similarly, when you've got the computer set up exactly
as you want it, save the current settings. That way, if you ever change something
you don't mean to, you'll always be able to get back to a known state!
Here are the files you'll need to save:

a backup copy of the CMOS RAM

a backup copy of the Choices directory (see page 114)

To save a backup copy of the CMOS RAM on disc click Menu anywhere in the main
Configuration window and choose CMOS/Save ,

Configuration
Info [
Plug-in " CMOS
ovos e
Help... Load
Default

To restore the CMOS RAM by loading it from the backup copy on disc choose
CMOS/Loadinstead (this option will be greyed out if no backup was previously
saved). There is no undo facility for this operation, so take care only to load the
CMOS RAM from a known good backup copy.

To restore the CMOS RAM to the factory default settings for the current version of
RISC OS, choose CMOS/Defaultfrom the menu.
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Changing configuration settings with Configure

Your computer will function well with the default settings that were set up when it
was manufactured. However you can change many of these settings to suit your
own way of working using the plug-ins in the Configuration window.

To Do this Notes
Open one of the &) Click on the relevant
Configure plug-ins [ icon in the main

Sound Window (e.g. Sound).

Close the plug-in Click on Set. Click with Adjust to
window and configure keep the plug-in
each of the settings window open too.
Close the plug-in Click on Cancel., Click with Adjust to
window and restore the keep the plug-in
settings to those before window open too.

you made any changes

Restore the values in the Click on Default.
plug-in back to their
factory settings

Merging updates using Configure

The Boot, Font, Theme, and System setup plug-ins can each be used to update files
within the Boot application with updates provided by your supplier.

| Boot Merge |

Drop the new |Boot directory here [b
to merge it with 'Boot

- 12
Agenda Cancel Merge

Drop the u |pdate on to the merge window. Click the Agenda button to review the
files that the merge will update, then click Mergeto go ahead with the updates.
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Boot setup plug-in

The Boot setup plug-in changes aspects of the Boot application that are user

editable.
& Boot sequence |
M, 2 o £
. T E &
Addto Apps  Look at Run Install
Desktop settings file... | Cancel | | set |

Warning: |f a mistake is found when the Boot application is run, your computer
may fail to start up correctly. See Getting out of a mess on page 119 for details of how
to backup your current working configuration.
The first three icons perform the following actions:

Add to Apps

Applications listed here will be added to the Apps directory on the left of the
icon bar.

Look at

Applications listed here will be Filer_Booted so that they are known to the
Filer and any file types that they can open are noted.

Run

Applications listed here will be run when the desktop starts.
The dialogue boxes for Add to Apps, Look at, and Run all behave in the same way
so only the latter is described in detail. Most of the space in the dialogue box is

used to display a scrollable list of applications, and the place where they are
installed.

il Run at startup *

Choices:Boot.Tasks

|

/
Remove selection | e
(7] ADFS::HardDisc4.$.Utilities.!SparkFS Selectal
1i+ ADFS::HardDisc4.$.Apps.!StrongHip —l
[} ADFS::HardDisc4.$.Apps.!SciCalc Clear selection |
Cancel |

Set |

1

=]
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Any entries shown in grey at the top of the list are built-in entries which you cannot
edit or remove.

To Do this Notes

Add an application to Drag the application from a
the list directory display and drop
it onto the scrollable list.

Remove one Click on the application in Click with Adjust to change
application from the the list, then click on which applications are in
list Remove selection . the selection one at a time.

Remove all of the  Click onSelect allthen
applications from the Remove selection .
list

Unsaved changes will be shown in the title bar with an asterisk. Click Setto save
the changes made, or Cancelto discard them.

The Boot setup window allows two further aspects of the Boot application to be
edited:
Install

Opens a dialogue box where updates to the Boot application can be installed.
If your supplier issues an update for |Boot, use this dialogue to merge the
update by following the steps described in Merging updates using Configure on

page 84.
Desktop settings file...

Opens the settings in a text editor. Should you wish to edit the lines in the file
its contents are described in the chapter The Boot application on page 111. If

there is no Desktop settings file saved, the button will be greyed out.
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Discs setup plug-in

Use this plug-in to change the size of the RAM disc or number of installed disc
drives you have in your computer.

| Discs
CD-ROM drives Floppy discs Conventional SCSI

1
o) 1 /A = A 0
Buffers| 32  /_\ kilobytes

Advanced Disc Filing System

RAM disc Directory cache /.\ kilobytes
_| Enable Buffers| 255 | /_\ kilobytes
- megabytes Disc spin down |  Off /_\ hh:mm:ss

Default | Cancel || Set |

Warning: If you set an incorrect number of discs, your computer may fail to start up
correctly. In this case, see Configuration held in CMOS RAM on page 82.

Your computer is supplied with several different filing systems used to support
different types of disc drive. Not all computers support all types of interface as
standard; you may need to fit a suitable expansion card from your supplier first.
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DISCS SETUP PLUG-IN

One such expansion card is for SCSI, and permanently attached SCSI drives are
called Conventional SCSIin this context. Other drive types also use the SCSI
communications protocol but do not need to be manually configured as they are
automatically detected when plugged in; one such example is a drive connected to

a USB socket.

To

Do this

Notes

Define the number of
CD-ROM drives,
floppy disc drives, or
permanently
attached SCSI drives
connected to your
computer

Click on the arrows to
reflect the number of drives
fitted, then click on Set .

Donotselect a larger

number of discs than are in

your computer.

Change the memory
set aside for buffering

CD-ROM operations

Click on the arrows to set
the buffer memory amount,
then click onSet,

Larger values will improve
performance on slow
CD-ROM drives.

Create a RAM disc on
start-up

SelectEnable, click on the

arrows to choose the size
you want, then click on Set.

You can only change an
existing RAM disc’s size if
it's empty.

The RAM disc size is
limited to a maximum of
2048MB.

Change the memory
set aside for directory
data and buffering
ADFS operations

Click on the arrows to set
the directory cache or
buffer memory amount,
then click onSet,

These settings only apply
to automatically detected
hard discs used by the
ADFS.

Power down hard
discs when notin use

Click on the arrows to set
the Spindown delay , then
click onSet,

These settings only apply
to automatically detected
hard discs used by the
ADFS.

After altering the disc settings it is necessary to restart the respective filing system
in order for the changes to take effect. This may cause the computer to pause while
the discs are re-mounted.
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Filer setup plug-in

Use this plug-in to set up the Filer configuration.

[ Filer
Directory displays
Display objects as I Largeicons  °f|
Sort objects by | Name il
__| Hide system application directories

Maximum displayed filename width
Next to large icons /_\ OS units
(approximately | 18  characters)

Next to small icons /_\ OS units

(approximately | 18  characters)

Double-click and hold
__| Treat click-click-hold as shift-double-click

When heldfor | 0.2 seconds

File operations

J Confirm all only deletes
|7 Verbose [7 Newer

| Force __| Faster

[V Make file operations multitask

[v" Dragging objects uses a solid icon

Default | Cancel || Set |

The window is split into four sections, concerning:

display of directories
display of filenames
special mouse behaviour while using the Filer's directory displays

default actions when the Filer is performing an operation
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To

Do this

FILER SETUP PLUG-IN

Notes

Configure the default
view and sort order
for a directory display

Choose from the Display
objects asand Sort
objects by menus.

These are the same options

presented in the Filer's
Display menu.

Stop system
applications from
appearing in the root

directory display

Switch Hide system
application directories
on.

This hides the 1Boot,
IScrap, !Choices, and
ITerritory applications.

Configure the
maximum width of
filenames

Click on the arrows to
choose the width when
Next to large iconsand
when Next to small icons .

The approximate width in
characters will be shown.

Make the Filer treat
double-click gnd hold
as shift-double-click

Switch Treat
click-click-hold as
shift-double-click on.

With the option turned on,
anywhere this Guide
instructs you toshift
double-click gn a file or

directory you can instead
double-click gnd hold.

Configure the default
Filer operation
options

Switch Confirm, Verbose,,

For an explanation of how

Force, Newer, Fasteron or these modify operations

off as desired.

see Modifying Filer operations

on page 57.

Enable multi-tasking
Filer operations

Switch Make file
operations multitask on.

When disabled, operations
will complete more quickly,
but you can't use the
desktop at the same time.

Show a file's icon
when a selection is
dragged

Switch Dragging objects
uses a solid iconon.

If this is not selected then
files will be shown as a
dotted outline.
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Fonts setup plug-in

Use this plug-in to change the font configuration.

]| Fonts
Install fonts... |
[V Cache bitmaps upto /\ points

|7Ami—alias upto /_\ points

Sub-pixel anti-aliasing
J horizontal upto | 12 points
J vertical upto | 12 points

Initial font cache I 64 /. kilobytes
Font cache limit | 4096 /' kilobytes

Defautt | Cancel || Set |

To Do this Notes

Merge a new !Fonts Click onlInstall fontsthen Never use a !Fonts

with the existing merge the new !Fonts as designed for use with
IFonts in your described in Merging updates RISC OS 2. Transfer any
computer using Configure on page 84. fonts you wantinto a

current version of IFonts
before merging.

Specify the largest Use the arrows to set the Set to the size of text you
bitmap font size to be Cache bitmaps up tolimit. usually use in documents

cached (e.g. 12pt).

Place an upper limit Use the arrows to set the Never set to less than 12pt
on the size of Anti-alias up to limit. (the desktop font size).
anti-aliased fonts Larger fonts are usually

printed with no
anti-aliasing.

Have more control Use the arrows to set the If you use this option, you
over anti-aliasing  Sub-pixel anti-aliasing  will need to increase your
limits. font cache. You should
normally leave this Offif
your computer has limited
spare memory.
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Allowing the font cache to grow

If the font cache is too small, the Font Manager attempts to increase its size up to
the Font cache limit . If this happens, it shrinks back to the normal current size as
soon as any fonts can be discarded. The Font Manager decides to do this rather
than throw away cached blocks of fonts currently displayed.

If the Font cache limit is zero, or smaller than the Initial font cache , the cache will
not expand. If you are using several fonts you may want to set this to a higher value
(e.g. 512kB) up to the maximum of 16MB supported.

If you want to know more about these options, see Using fonts in applications on

page 245.
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Help setup plug-in

Use this plug-in to set up interactive help.

El Help |
Font|  Homerton.Bold.Oblique |

Delay /_\ centiseconds

[V Show common messages

|7 Repeat identical messages

Defaut | Cancel || Set |

To Do this Notes

Configure the Choose from the Font
character style used menu.

to display help

messages

Change thetime  Use the arrows to set the
between positioning Delay.

the mouse and a help

message being

shown

Reduce the amount Turn off Show common

of interactive help  messagesto suppress help

that is shown from the desktop itself, and
turn offRepeat identical
messagesto show help
only once when moving the
mouse between areas of
the screen which would
otherwise offer the same
help text.
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Keyboard setup plug-in

Use this plug-in to set up the computer’s keyboard layout, Auto repeat, macro keys,
capitals and number lock.

Themacro keys are six special control key combinations which can be used to run a
command of your choosing when pressed, for example you might use a calculator
frequently and want to run SciCalc without having to double click on it from the
Apps directory. The location of these keys is illustrated on page 11.

=] Keyboard |
Keyboard | UK (Default) H

Auto-repeat
[V Enabled  Delay for /\ centiseconds
then repeat every / \ centiseconds

Caps lock
JOn (@ Of ) Transpose cases (shift caps)

Num lock
@on o
Macro keys
@ Leftflag ) Rightflag ) Right menu
Alone | |
+ctr | |
Default Cancel || Set |
To Do this Notes
Configure the Choose from the Keyboard The default layout for your
keyboard layout menu icon to reflect the territory is indicated by the

territory which matches the suffix (Default).
keyboard layout in use.

Control how quickly TickEnabled,
characters repeat  set the Delay for

when you hold down andthen repeat every
a key on the keyboard intervals.
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To Do this

CHANGING THE COMPUTER'S CONFIGURATION

Notes

Configure the state of Choose

the Caps Lock key on On(all caps), or

start-up Off(all lower case), or
Transpose cases (Caps
Lock on, Shift gives
lower-case).

In normal use Caps lock
should be Off

Shift caps is like the reverse
of Caps Lock.

Configure the state of Choose On(numeric
the Num Lock key on keypad enabled) or Off
start-up

(numeric keypad disabled).

Assign a command to Choose Left flag, Right
a macro key

flag, orRight menu, then

Put the command into the
+Ctrlbox to run the

type the command in the command when those two

field beside Alone |

keys are pressed together.

Lock setup plug-in

RISCOS 5.30 -

Use this plug-in to set a password to protect your hard disc and computer

configuration against unwanted changes.

=] Hard disc lock
Current locking level | Permanently unlocked
Operation
(@ Lock Unlock Change password
Old password ‘ ‘
New password l [ ‘
New password l ‘

Cancel |

Set |

The computer can be in one of three states:

permanently unlocked - no password is set (the computer is supplied this

way)
locked

temporarily unlocked - a password has been set to lock the computer, but the
password was entered while in the locked state to temporarily unlock
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When unlocked, you can change files on the hard disc and modify the computer’s
CMOS RAM configuration settings using !Boot.

When locked, only the Publicdirectory in the root directory of the hard disc and
the Scrap directory are writable, but all of the hard disc is readable. You can not

modify the computer’s configuration when it is locked.

Note:Unlocking the computer does not override any individual file access
permissions already in force (see page 55).

To Do this Notes

Set a password and SelectLock, type the Passwords must be at least
lock the computer password in the two New  five characters long.
password boxes (use the The Configuration window

arrow keys to move changes so you can only
between them) then click use thelLockwindow.
onSet.

Change an existing SelectChange password,

password then type in the Old
password . Type the New
password twice, then click
onSet,

Temporarily remove SelectUnlock, type the Next time you switch on,

password protection password in the Old the computer reverts to
password box then click on being locked.
Set.

Unlock the computer When in the temporarily Clicking Adjust on Set will
permanently unlocked state, select keep the dialogue open.
Unlock, type the password
in the Old password box
again, then click onSet.

Lock the computer SelectLockthen click on  This assumes you've
Set. previously set a password.

Restart the computer Reset the computer’s

if you've forgotten  CMOS RAM configuration

the password to the default settings - see
page 82.
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Using applications with a locked computer

Some applications automatically write information to the hard disc during use. If
your computer is locked, this cannot occur. For example:

Alarm usually saves its alarm files onto the disc. You can’t do this with a locked
disc so you'll see an error message. However, you can explicitly save your
alarm file to the Public directory (see Save as alarms on page 396).

You can't modify Printers while the disc is locked.

You can't change applications that save configuration details using a Save
choicesoption (such as ChangeFSI or Puzzle).
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Mouse setup plug-in

Use this plug-in to set up the mouse configuration options.

i Mouse \
Peripheral
Mouse speed slow | s fast
Mouse type | USB mouse 'H

Clicking and dragging
Drag delay /\S
Drag start distance /_\ OS units
Double-click delay /\S
Double-click cancel distance /_\ OS units
Autoscroll delay /\s

Scroll wheel
Scroll speed  slow | m— fast

[7 Line multiple
Target | Window under the pointer  '[|

Default | Cancel || Set |

To Do this Notes

Set the Drag the Mouse speed The faster the speed, the
mouse/pointer slider. quicker the pointer moves
sensitivity around on the screen.

Define the type of  Choose from theMouse  The first item in the menu
mouse you're using type menu icon to reflect is the default mouse type
the type of mouse fitted. for your machine.

Your computer will not

work properly if you select
the wrong type*.

Change the timings Set the Drag delayand Delay default:
for a mouse ‘drag’ Drag start distanceusing 0.5 seconds.
the arrows. Start distance default:
32 OS units.
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To Do this Notes

Change the timings Set the Double-click delay Delay default:
for a ‘"double-click’ andDouble-click cancel 1 second.
distance using the arrows. Cancel default:
32 OS units.

Change the timings Use the arrows to set the Delay default:
for scrolling within a Autoscroll delay . 0.5 seconds.
window during a

mouse 'drag’

*Tf you do setthe wrong mouse type by mistake, you'll need to reset it from the command line.
See page 493.

Some mouse types include a scroll wheel as part of the Menu button mechanism.
This can be used to scroll windows as though the windows’ scroll arrow had been
pressed when the wheel is ‘nudged’. The Scroll wheel section of the plug-in
configures this behaviour.

To Do this Notes
Set the speed of Drag the Scroll speed The faster the speed, the
scrolling slider. further each nudge of the

wheel scrolls the window.

Ensure windows with Switch Line multiple on.
fixed line heights,

such as text editors,

to scroll one line at a

time

Define whether the Choose from theTarget ~ You can alternatively scroll

window underthe menu. either type of window (if

pointer, or the one one has the input focus,

with input focus, is to but is not under the

be scrolled pointer), or even the one at
the top of the stack of
windows.
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Pinboard setup plug-in

Use this plug-in to configure the pinboard.

]| Pinboard

looniseto | topright | | stacked verticaly T
Tidyto | topleft | | stacked horizontally H
| Arrange pinned objects on a grid

Background texture
A
) /
(@ Standard image
_ | Lighter
J Random
‘; f?’ [ Scaled
) Custom image !ﬂﬂ; ¥y Centred
Drop image Tiled
) Plain colour

Background colour _ -
lcon text colour I o Ty |

Default Cancel || Set |
To Do this Notes

Choose whereto ~ Choose from the Iconise to You can also configure the

place iconised menu. direction in which to stack
window icons icons.

Choose whereto ~ Choose fromtheTidyto ~ You can also configure the
place tidied file and menu. direction in which to stack

directory icons icons.

Lock items to a
regular grid

Switch Arrange pinned
objects on a grid on.

Turn onRandomto have
the computer choose a

Change the
background texture

Choose aStandard image
by using the arrows. Turn

onLighterto pick a
brightened variant

random image for you each
time it is turned on.
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Do this Notes

Use an image of your
own as the
background

Drag the image file to the The file must be stored
Custom image icon. somewhere that is still
Choose to display it available when the
Scaled, Centred, orTiled computer is next turned
to fill the available space as on.

best as possible.

Use a flat colour for
the background

Choose aBackground
colourby selecting from
the colour picker dialogue.

Change the colour of
text under icons on
the pinboard

Choose an Icon text colour
by selecting from the
colour picker dialogue.

To test the current background texture without saving the configuration click on

Try.

Screen setup plug-in

Use this plug-in to set up the display and screen saver parameters.

[l Screen
Display settings
Monitor type | Acorn AKF60 | — j‘Ax:"M
Resolution | 800 x 600 ‘Bl | — | Auto (Acer272)
Acorn P
Colours | 16 colours Al | — Fuiitsu N
Frame rate 60Hz ﬂ Try liyama >
Other >
Screen saver Samsung >
ViewSonic >
Tye | DPMS H — — " Resolution_]
————— | 1280x480
Settings... | Colours
" " Blackwhite | 1600x600 |
Blank delay | 30 min. /A Try 4 greys 480 x 352
16 greys 640 x 480
Defautt | Cancel || set | 800 x 600
256 greys
256 colours
32 thousand
16 million
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Display settings
These determine how the display is set up when the computer is turned on.

To Do this Notes

Define the type of ~ Choose from the Monitor If you can't get a picture at
monitor you're using typemenu. If yoursisn't all, see page 82.
listed, try the Auto option.

Configure the default Choose from the Resolutions above the
resolution used on Resolution menu. dotted line will use
start-up [_Resolution | rectangular pixels, those
1280 x 480 below will use square
| 1600x600 | pixels (preferred).
480 x 352
640 x 480

Configure the default Choose from the Colours  If you find you always work
number of colours  menu. with more colours you can
used on start-up change this.

Configure how often Choose from the Frame ~ The manual provided with
the screen is rate menu. your monitor will indicate
refreshed its optimal frame rate.

Automatic monitor type

Some monitors are able to provide extended display identification data (ED|D) to the
computer automatically, which includes the monitor’s full capabilities. Look in the
Monitor type menu for an extra entry with the specific model or name of your
monitor listed, and choose that in preference to manually searching through the
manufacturer submenus.

Within the EDID is the native resolution of the screen, when the image is at its best.
Choose Native from the Resolution menu to use this facility. The best colours and
frame rate will be automatically selected for you.

Testing the settings

To test the current monitor settings without saving the configuration click on Try,

Don't worry if this results in no image, for example because the settings are
incompatible with the monitor, the plug-in will prompt to confirm they have
worked; if you can't see the prompt it will time out and return the computer to the
previous settings.
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Screen saver settings

You can also set up a screen saver when the computer is left unused for a period of
time. Using a screen saver will make the monitor last longer.

To Do this Notes

Activate the screen Set theBlank delayusing
saver after anidle  the arrows.
period elapses

Configure the type of Choose from the Type Some screen savers can be
screen saver to use menu. The DPMS screen further configured by

saver turns off the power to clicking on Settings... .

the screen as well.

Testing the settings

To test the current screen saver settings without saving the configuration click on
Try. Move the mouse to restore the display.

Sound setup plug-in

Use this plug-in to set the Sound configuration.

5] Sound
Hardware settings
Controler | AC9744 audio codec *f
System W | | Mute
Speaker [ | | Mute
Microphone W |7 Mute
System beep
|V Beep when an error box opens
: - _ Voices
Voice | WaveSynth-Beep ﬂ WaveSynth-Beep
@ Quiet beep Try | StringLib-Soft
J Loud beep StringLib-Pluck
StringLib-Steel
StringLib-Hard
Default Cancel | Set | Percussion-Soft

Percussion-Medium
Percussion-Snare
Percussion-Noise
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To Do this Notes
Select the controller Choose from the Not all computers support
to use for system  Controllermenu. changing the controller, so
sound output There may only be one to this menu may be replaced

choose from -the one by options to enable 16-bit
internal to the computer. sound output and software
oversampling instead.

|7 16-bit sound system
|7 Oversampling

Consult the Welcome Guide
supplied with your
computer to learn whether
there is 16-bit sound
hardware installed.

Setthe volume of  Drag the slider forthat  The number of sliders will

contributors to the contributor, or click Mute  depend on how many

system sound output to disable its contribution contributors your
completely. computer supports.

Change the system Click ontheVoicemenu  This sets the voice used by

beep sound icon to display a list of  the first of the computer’s
installed voices and choose eight sound channels.
a voice.
Change the system Choose QuietorLoud. The value ofQuietand
beep level Loudis determined by the

volume sliders.

Cause a beep to Turn onBeep when an
sound when an error error box opens.

box is displayed
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System setup plug-in

Use this dialogue box to update your computer system with replacement parts of
the operating system or additional extensions required by applications.

]| System Merge |

Drop the new !System directory (?5]
here to merge it with System

Agenda Cancel Merge

Merge the new !System as described in Merging updates using Configure on page 84.

Theme setup plug-in

Use this plug-in to configure the appearance of the desktop.

= | Visual theme
|V Desktop text uses outiine font
| Homerton. Medium ha|
V' Load extra theme resources on startup
| Sovereign i
Install themes... |

| Protect theme icons from being modified
__| Textured window backgrounds
| Textured menu backgrounds

Use a different background to windows
| Windows have 3D borders

lcon bar has 3D border all round

Default | Cancel || set |

To change the behaviour of windows in the desktop rather than their appearance,
use the Windows setup plug-in on page 109.
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To Do this Notes

Set the desktop to  Turn on Desktop text uses Text in menus and
use an outline font outline font, then click on directories is displayed at
the menu icon and choose 12pt. The standard desktop

an outline font. fontis Homerton Medium.
Font List If an outline font is not
Corpus > used then the System font
v Homerton > will be used instead.
NewHall Homerton
Sassoon Bold
Selwyn Bold.Oblique
Sidney v Medium
System Medium.Oblique
Trinity »
WIMPSymbol

Configure a desktop TurnLoad extratheme  The theme change will not

theme resources on startup on, apply until you shut down
then choose a theme from and restart the computer.
the menu.

Install a new desktop Click onInstall themes,

theme then merge the new !Boot
as described in Merging
updates using Configure gn

page 84.

Stop applications  TurnProtect theme icons
from overriding your from being modified on.
themed icons

Add texturing to the Turn onTextured window You can also use a different

background of backgroundsfor windows, background for menus than
desktop windows or orTextured menu for windows.
menus backgroundsrespectively.

Use a raised depth SwitchWindows have 3D You can also apply this
effect for windows borderson. effect to the icon bar edges.
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Use this plug-in to configure the computer’s time and date.

To

=] Time and date |

) Set manually

27th September 2015
03 49

@ Set from the network
__| Pick a server automatically

| us.pool.ntp.org |

_Ty ||
I 30m ﬂ between checks

Locality
| UTC+00:00 UK 'GMT

Not connected

il
DST active
|7 Switch DST automatically

Default |  Cancel | Set |

Do this Notes

Set the time and date
manually

SelectSet manually, then

set the time using the
arrows and the date using
the calendar pop-up menu.

Set the time and date
from a network time
server

Turn onPick a server
automatically if you do not
address of your internet  know the address of your
service provider'stime  provider's time server.
server in the address field.

SelectSet from the
networkthen enter the

Test the connection
to the network time
server

Click the Try button. It may take several seconds
to make contact. Check the
address carefully if the test

is unsuccessful.
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To Do this Notes
Configure how often Choose a time period Default:
the clock is between checksfrom the 30 minutes

resynchronised to  menu.
the network time

Tell the computer  Choose from the Locality
which time zone you menu.
live in

Adjust the clock to  Turn onDST activeto add Automatic DST correction
account for daylight 1 hour to the time. is only available for
saving The computer can update territories which are

this setting for you twice currently loaded.

per year if Switch DST

automatically is enabled.

Time servers

The option to Pick a server automatically will be greyed out if a definitive time
server address was received at the same time that the network address was
obtained via DHCP - the chapter Setting up networking explains how enable this
method.

Time keeping

When the time and date is configured to be Set from the network , an attemptis

made to contact the time server every time the computer is turned on. If the server
can't be contacted then the hardware real time clock js used temporarily, and the
computer will try again later to contact the server. Once a reply is received, this
latest information is used to correct any errors found in the current time and date.

Your computer may be fitted with a hardware real time clock which is powered by a
backup battery while the computer is switched off. Good time keeping can only be
achieved if the battery has charge. The hardware real time clock will be taken to be
the current time and date if you chose that they are to be Set manually, and the
information appears valid.

RISC OS will use a default time and date should there be no hardware real time

clock. This will lead to bad time keeping because the default is not incremented
while the computer is turned off, so could differ from the current time and date

considerably.
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Windows setup plug-in

Use this plug-in to configure the way that desktop windows behave.

| Windows |
Real time redraw
[V Window move [V Horizontal scroll
v Window resize [V Vertical scroll
A1 | More |
Behaviour

|7 Allow windows off-screen to bottom and right
|V Allow windows off-screen to top and left

|7 Button clicks take instant effect

| Windows can have iconise buttons

__| Open submenus automatically

Open-submenu delay 1.0 s
Close-submenu delay | 1.0 s

Icon bar
Initial scroll speed | 200 /' OSunits/s

Acceleration | 100 /_\ OSunits/s?
[V Cover icon bar when toggling to full size
|V Bring icon bar forward automatically

Bring-forward delay /As
Default | Cancel || Set |

To Do this Notes

Update the screen as Switch on any or all of the When disabled, only a
you drag, resize or Real time redraw options. dotted outline moves until
scroll a window you have finished the drag.

Allow windows to be Choose You can't 'lose’ a window,
dragged off-screen Allow windows off-screen since part of the Title bar is
to bottom and rightand/or always visible on screen*.
Allow windows off-screen
to top and left.
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To Do this Notes

Make window border TurnButton clicks take ~ When off, the action occurs
icons act as soon as instant effecton. on releasing the mouse
you click on them button.

Configure windows TurnWindows can have When off, windows can still
to have an Iconise iconise buttonon. be iconised by clicking on

icon the close icon while
holding the Shift key.

Display submenus Choose Open submenus If you point at a menu

automatically automatically. Use the option that has an arrow
arrows to set the next to it, the submenu will
Open-submenu delay and open automatically after a
Close-submenu delay . short time.

Change how fastthe Use the arrows to set the
icon bar scrolls when Initial scroll speedand
the mouse is at the Acceleration .

screen edge

Allow windows to  Turn onCover icon bar
cover the icon bar  when toggling to full size .
when toggled to their

maximum size

Automatically make Turn onBring icon bar
the icon bar visible forward automatically.
when the mouse is at Use the arrows to set the
the bottom of the  Bring-forward delay
screen before this happens.

*Tt can be difficult to see a window right at the bottom of the screen. Changing to a larger screen
mode will ‘find" any lost windows.
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12 The Boot application (%)

T he Boot application is a part of the operating system which adds to the

software supplied inside the ROM. This chapter describes the resources
contained inside the Boot application.

Introduction

The Boot application, called !Boot, is always kept in the root directory of the hard
disc (or, if you are using a network, kept on the network file server under a similar
name).

Your computer is supplied with a working copy of the Boot application.

Save a copy of the Boot application before you make any changes within it (follow
the directions given in Backing up hard discs on page 128, but only copying !Boot).
Then, should a problem occur, you've a known-good copy to go back to.

Never move or delete the Boot application; your computer may not work if you
do!

Other names for the Boot application

When stored on a network file server the Boot application may have a different
name. The type of file server determines the name:

IArmBoot- Windows LAN Manager and AUN Level 4 networks
INFSBoot- UNIX Network File System

IShareBoot- Acorn Access

Avoid using the name !Boot directly in any Obey files that you write because this
will only work when the Boot application is on the hard disc.

To refer to objects relative to the Obey file use Cbey$Di r , and for objects
elsewhere in the Boot application use Boot $Di r orBoot Resources$Dir -

these are examples of system variables which are explained in more detail in the
appendix The command line on page 493 .
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Inside the Boot application

Boot is a collection of files and applications that are used to control the desktop
and supplement the operating system. You won't need to know about all of them,
just the few essential ones outlined here.

Remember: To view the contents of an application directory such as !Boot, hold
down the Shift key when you double-click on the application. If the system
application are hidden from the Filer's root directory display you will first need to
make them visible again, see page 90 for details of this option.

The Resources directory

This contains resources which are checked when the Boot application runs. It
contains ancillary resources for the Configure application and the Window
Manager (Wimp), a place to store firmware required by some device driver
modules, and several important resource applications explained below.

Third party software vendors may also provide resource applications that are
added here to add new features to the desktop, for example viewers for commercial
vector graphics, or codecs to play videos with.

The System application

@\ ISystem is used to store new system modules which replace or extend parts of
| RISCOS.

When you add more applications to your computer you may find that additional
modules are supplied in the form of a |System application. These must be merged
with the one already on the computer using the System setup plug-in; see page 105
for details of how to do this.

The Scrap application

. !Scrap is used to store temporary files. Applications often use temporary files
L | during copying, printing and saving; these files are erased when they are no longer
~ needed.

The Scrap application may not reside in the Resources directory if you chose to
move it elsewhere as explained in the section Relocating Scrap and Choices from inside
Booton page 119.

An application called ShowScrap, found inthe Utilities directory on your hard

disc or network, will open a directory display of the current scrap location when it
is run.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 112



RISC OS / USER GUIDE THE BOOT APPLICATION

The Internet application

-~ linternet holds extension commands relating to network connectivity, as well as
H_,J the Internet databases. Even if your computer is not connected to the Internet, the
databases are used when offline.

\

The Fonts application

= !Fonts is used to store the fonts needed by the desktop and applications. If you
ﬂ ['"]  have many fonts there may be more than one IFonts application, suffixed with
' numbers.

When you buy additional fonts, or applications that contain new fonts, you will find
that the fonts are supplied in a [Fonts application. These must be merged with the
one already on the computer using the Fonts setup plug-in; see page 91 for details
of how to do this.

The Printer Definitions application

,~ IPrintDefs holds all of theprinter definition files that the Printer Manager uses (you'll

H-/ w~( learn when these are used in the chapter Setting up printerson page 189). If you

delete the PrintDefs application you will not be able to add any new printers that
you may wish to print to.

The Theme Definitions application

IThemeDefs holds descriptions of themes that can be selected with the Theme
setup plug-in, described on page 105. If you delete the ThemeDefs application you
will only be able to use the default theme held in ROM.

o

The Unicode application

= !Unicode holds encodings and textual names for the very large number of
ﬂf’f characters in Unicode fonts. If you delete the Unicode application you may
experience problems displaying and printing fonts that are not in the default
alphabet.

The Library directory

This contains extension commands available on the computer. The Li brary

directory is included on the Run$Pat h , one of the System path variables \which

means the commands can be called upon at any time, from anywhere, without
needing to be held in the operating system ROM.
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The Choices directory

This contains files and directories which applications create to hold the choices
you make during their use, a unique one for each application. The Boot application
is no different in that respect; it saves its settings there too.

There may not be a Choices directory at all if you chose to move it elsewhere as
explained in the section Relocating Scrap and Choices from inside Boot on page 11 9.

The Choices.Boot directory

In more detail, this contains:
The PreDesktop boot file, examined in more detail on page 115.

ThePreDesk directory, which contains computer configuration information
which is to be executed beforethe Desktop starts.

The Desktop bootfile used as a supplemental file (see page 116) for commands
to be executed afterthe Desktop starts.

TheTasks directory, which contains computer configuration information
which is to be executed after the Desktop starts. The Desktop settings file (see

page 116), which records any desktop settings previously saved such as your
preferred Filer window positions, resides in the Tasks directory.

Optionally a PostDesk directory which may contain user Obey files. These are
executed after the Desktop finishes, when the computer is shutting down.

The remainder of the Boot application
The ROxxxHook directories

The Boot application can be used by owners of earlier versions of RISC OS, not just
the one covered in this Guide. Small differences between versions are catered for
by having onehook directory for each major release that is supported.

When the Boot application is first installed the Choices are absent. This absence is
used by Boot as a cue to copy a default ‘blank’ set from the relevant hook directory.

Only the hook directories for the major release of RISC OS you are running are
required, so for RISC OS 5 all of the ones whose names start RO5 are required, the
others can be deleted if desired to save a little disc space.

The Utils directory

This contains private utilities for use only by the Boot application.

The Themes directory

This contains private Sprite files for use only by the Boot application.
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PreDesktop boot

% 1F The PreDesktop boot file is used to configure the computer before the desktop
Obey 74 environment initialises. It has the following pathname:

$. ! Boot . Choi ces. Boot . PreDeskt op

You can view the file by loading it into Edit (Shift double-click) where you will
notice it is divided into sections which have start and end markers. For example:

| Start <Conpany> <Application> <Version> <Section>
| End

These markers are used by tools such as the Configure application to automatically
find and make edits to the contents of the PreDesktop file. You won't normally
need to manually change any of the sections in this file.

Comments

This section summarises how the markers work.

Loading

This section begins loading your chosen theme resources.

Aliases

This section is used for setting system aliases. This part of the file is only of use if
you use the command line interface.

Paths

This section of the file is used for defining standard paths and directories. It is only
of use if you are programming.

Options

A section for placing other options that may need to be set up.

ResApps

This section registers applications with ResourceFS for display in
Resources:$.Apps (the Apps directory on the icon bar). Do not edit this by hand;
use the 'Add to Apps’ feature of the Boot setup plug-in to add more applications to
ResourceFS.
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Desktop boot

The Desktop boot file is used to configure the computer once the desktop
environment has started. It has the following pathname:

Desk )/

$. ! Boot . Choi ces. Boot . Deskt op

You can view the file by loading it into Edit (Shift double-click) where you will

notice it is divided into sections in a similar fashion to the PreDesktop boot file.

Deferred

This section finishes loading your chosen theme resources.

Auto

This section boots applications and checks a selection of system directories. Do

not edit this section by hand; use the ‘Look at’ dialogue in the Boot setup plug-in

to boot a different selection of applications.

Resolver

This section is for private use by the Internet application.

Completion

This section is run right at the end of the sequence to finish setting up the desktop.
Desktop settings file

You can use a Desktop settings file to save your current working environment - the
= desktop - so that when you next switch on the computer you will see the same
Dosk[7 desktop arrangement again.

The Desktop settings file will remember
which applications are running on the icon bar
any changes made to running applications (e.g. default font, window size)
any network connections.

For instance you could automatically start Edit and Alarm, log onto a network, and
then open your ‘Letters’ directory display each time you switch on. Should you only
wish to start (or boot) applications, refer instead to the Boot setup plug-in on page 85

which is much simpler to set up than a Desktop settings file.

Use the Task Manager to save the current desktop state, as described in Saving a
Desktop settings file on page 80. This creates (or overwrites) the file:

$. ! Boot . Choi ces. Boot . Tasks. ! Boot
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It is important that anything that you don't want to have in your settings file is quit
before saving the state, as otherwise your Desktop settings file will store unwanted
instructions. In particular:
If you want to change the name of your hard disc, do so beforesaving the
settings. The name of the disc is referenced in the file and renaming it will
cause the computer to ask you where it has gone.

If you move an application that was running when the settings were saved, the
computer will not know where to find it next time, causing an error.

If there's a removable disc in the disc drive, dismount it first. If you don't, the
computer will ask you to insert it every time you switch on!

Inside the Desktop settings file
You can view the file by loading it into Edit (Shift double-click).

This section looks at the typical lines found in a Desktop settings file; the exact
lines you see may be different, or not present at all, on your computer.

You don't need to know these details to use a settings file, but an understanding
may be useful if you decide to editthe settings file to your liking.

Note that the following table shows lines wrapped to fit on the printed page. In the
actual Desktop settings file all commands appear on oneline.

Line in Desktop settings file Action
W nmpSl ot -next 640K Allocates memory to the next
application, usually 640kB.

Col our TransLoadi ngs & &4 &1 Gives colour balance used by the
desktop. Don’t change this.

net:logon :Business Matthew Logs user Matthew onto file server
‘Business’, and prompts for password.

Filer_OpenDir ADFS::HardDisc4.$ Displays root directory of HardDisc4.

2 712 712 188 -sn -si Four numbers define position and size

on the screen and are followed by
layout switches. Use the command
*Help Filer_OpenDir to see all
the possible switches.
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Line in Desktop settings file Action

Fi | er _Boot Runs an application’s boot file, storing
ADFS: : Har dDi sc4. $. Apps. ! Sci Cal ¢ its location and sprite in memory.

Adding Filer_Boot lines for files in

frequently-used directories speeds up

opening these directories the first

time, but makes starting up or

resetting the computer take longer.
Run ADFS: : Har dDi sc4. $. Apps. ! Sci Cal ¢ Starts SciCalc. You can run any

application in this way.

Set Qmi $Pat h Sets up a path variable for
ADFS: : Har dDi sc4. $. Apps. ! Omi . Fil es. OmniClient. Other applications may

add their own variables, or you can
use*Set for options such as those
decribed inCommand and application

options and other variables g page 511.
Commenting out lines in a Desktop settings file

If you want to skip one of the commands on start-up, you can comment out the
relevant line in the Desktop settings file by typing a | character at the beginning.
This is simpler than saving a whole new file.

| Run ADFS:: HardDi sc4.$. Apps.! Sci Cal ¢

You can uncomment the line later if you want to run that command once more:
Run ADFS: : HardDi sc4. $. Apps. ! Sci Cal ¢

Adding lines by hand

Applications written before RISC OS 3 was released cannot automatically be saved
using the Desktop settings option in Task Manager. However, you can still add lines
to your Desktop settings file by hand to start such applications automatically.

For example, the following line runs the application !OldApp

Run ADFS: : HardDi sc4. $.! O dApp
Deleting the Desktop settings

If you've created a Desktop settings file that you no longer want, simply delete the
file.
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Getting out of a mess

The main day to day changes occur in the Choices directory, this is where the
Configure plug-ins described in the chapter Changing the computer’s configuration write

all of their settings. In case of a problem, restoring the Choices from an earlier
backup will resolve most problems.

To restore an earlier copy of Choices:

1 Hold down Shift when the computer boots so that the problematic Boot
application is skipped before starting the desktop.

2 Rename! Boot . Choi ces out of the way, for example to
' Boot . ChoicesO d .

3 Copy the Choices directory from your backup copy into its place.

4 Shutdown and restart the computer.

Ay freverting to an earlier backup of Choices doesn't help, you can also restore the
U_,/ Boot application to its factory default values using the ResetBoot application in
theWilities. Caution directory.

Relocating Scrap and Choices from inside Boot

Within the Boot application the most commonly modified parts will be the Choices
directory and Scrap application, the remainder goes unchanged for large periods of
time.

You may wish to move Scrap and Choices so that backups of Boot are quicker,

particularly if you use third party backup software which compares file date stamps
before deciding what to do - far fewer files will be found to have changed. Moving
the Choices directory also makes future operating system upgrades simpler.

To move the Scrap application

Shift-drag !Scrap from the Resources directory within the Boot application so it
sits alongside !Boot in the root directory of the hard disc, then shut down and
restart the computer. The boot sequence first looks for a copy of the Scrap
application in the root directory, and secondly the Resources directory.

To move the Choices directory

Shift-drag Choices from within the Boot application so it sits alongside !Boot in
the root directory of the hard disc, rename it to !Choices, then shut down and
restart the computer. The boot sequence first looks for a Choices applicationin

the root directory, and secondly a Choices directoryinside !Boot.
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13 Using discs -

T his chapter shows you some more desktop options to help you use hard discs
a

nd removable media such as USB flash drives, memory cards, or floppy discs.

Fixed and removable discs

Most computers are fitted with a main hard disc, fixed internally to the case, and
offer drives or sockets to accept removable discs externally to the case. Which
types yours has will be covered in the Welcome Guide supplied with your computer.

A hard disc can store large amounts of information for long periods of time; then,
when needed, it can retrieve the information quickly so that it can be used again.

Removable discs are typically physically smaller, store less information, and are
slower to access than fixed discs. Being removable, they are easily transported and
ideal for backing up or transferring information between computers.

Mounting and dismounting discs

When you've displayed a disc’s root directory (for both fixed and removable types)
the disc is said to be ‘'mounted’. When you have finished with a disc, you should
‘dismount’ it. This closes all the files on the disc, ensures any data that was
buffered in RAM is written out, removes its directory displays from the screen, and
tells the computer to forget about it.

Warning: Do not dismount a disc during a Filer operation on that disc.

Dismounting hard discs

RISC 08 | Dismounting a hard disc also parks its heads, so that once you've switched the
Info » computer off you can move it safely. The disc remains dismounted until the next
Configure... time it is accessed, or until the machine is next switched on. It is good practice to

Task window *F12 dismount the disc before switching the computer off; you can do this automatically
i Shutdown *1F12 by using the Shutdown command from Task Manager’s icon bar menu. This
command logs you off networks, prompts you to save any unsaved files, and
dismounts the disc.
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Dismounting removable discs
To dismount a disc:
1 Insert the disc into the disc drive (if it's not still in there).
2 Click Menu over the disc drive icon on the icon bar.

3 Choose Dismountfrom the icon bar menu for the disc drive.

ADFS::0
Name disc >
Format »
Backup
Share
Verify
Free...

Naming discs

All discs can be given names. Names that you recognise and understand are
helpful.

r |1 q E Names of removable discs are shown in the title bar of directory displays; but

because it is possible to swap discs between drives at any time the drive's icon bar
0 0 0 icon only shows the drive numbers (starting from :0).

e The name of a hard disc appears underneath the hard disc icon on the icon bar
..... C because it is fixed, and this name also appears in the title bar of directory displays.

HardDisc4 If a hard disc is not given a name they are numbered (starting from :4) instead.

Each disc may be referred to either by a name, or by the number of the drive on
which it is mounted. It is advisable to keep disc names unique, so that the filing
system can tell them apart so that if the filing system prompts you to insert a
removable disc you know which one to use.

To set or change the name of a disc:

1 Click Menu over the disc icon on the icon bar.

M‘ 2 Move to the Name disc /Disc name box.
NewName] | 3  Type in the name (it must be at least two characters long).
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4 Press (Return)or click a mouse button.

ADFS::0 Disc name
T g
Dismount
Format P
Backup
Share
Verify
Free...

If you have any directory displays open for the disc under its old name, they will be
closed when you rename the disc.

Naming restrictions

A disc name must contain at least two, and at most ten, characters. The name must
not contain a space or any of the following reserved characters:

$&%@\AN: #*"

Any disc formatted outside RISC OS whose name doesn’'t meet these restrictions
will be adjusted where possible, or a default name given.

Changing the name of a hard disc

If you change the name of a hard disc you may find that certain start-up files no
longer operate correctly. This is probably because they refer to the old hard disc
name rather than the new one. The files that may need changing are discussed in
The Boot application gn page 111.

Formatting discs

Formatting a disc means setting up a structure on the disc within which data can
be stored. You will need to format a disc in the following circumstances:

To prepare a new, blank disc for use. (If you try to use a disc that has not been
formatted, you'll see an error message because the contents of a blank disc are
not understood.)

To erase the entire contents of a disc and bring it to a known, clean state.

Warning: When a disc is formatted, any data that was previously stored on
it is permanently lost.
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Formatting a hard disc

Hard discs are supplied ready-formatted, and you should not need to reformat
them. In the unlikely event that a hard disc does have to be reformatted, use the
HForm application, described on page 465.

Formatting USB flash drives and memory cards

These two types of removable media come in many more capacities than
conventional floppy discs, which can be catered for by a menu of common formats.
To format a memory card or USB flash drive, use the HForm application, described
on page 465.

Formatting a floppy disc

~aprso | 1o formata floppy disc:
Name dsc™ 1 If the disc is not already in the drive, insert it.
r~ 2 Move to the Formatsubmenu of the icon bar menu for the disc drive.
Backup 3 Choose the disc format. You should choose the ADFS 1600K (F) or (F+)
H‘?'C' format if you have a standard high-density floppy disc and the ADFS 800K (E)
Ez?.. or(E+)format if you have a double-density floppy disc. This displays the

Format dialogue box.

Drive numb yer [  Format (ADFS 800K (E)) Disc name
FDriveO Name | 11_31 Fri
Ready to format
Click here to start I
formatting » Format

4 Give the floppy disc a unique name by deleting the contents of the Name box
and typing in the new disc name. See page 122 for details of file and disc
naming conventions.

If you don't give a floppy disc a name, the default name given to the disc is
based on the date and time: for example 11_31_Fri .

5 Click onFormatto go ahead with the operation or click on the Close icon to
abandon the operation.

The disc is first formatted, then verified (checked for errors). During formatting
and verification, a coloured bar indicates the operation’s progress. You can
interrupt the formatting process by clicking on Pause .

6 Finish formatting by clicking on OKwhen you see the message
Disc formatted OK,
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If the disc verification process finds errors on the disc, refer to the section Disc errors
during formatting below for instructions on how to remove them.

RISC OS ﬁOppy disc formats on page 126 and Other disc formats on page ']27 describe
the available disc formats in more detail.

Disc errors during formatting

Faults that prevent data from being read from or written to a part of the disc are
known as defects_

The formatting process is designed to deal with any defects found on the floppy
disc. Any defects found are displayed during the formatting and verification
process.

If a defect is found, click on Continue: this marks the area of the disc as defective
and ensures that it is not used. If you don't want to continue with the format/verify
process, click on the window's Close icon.

Thisisth e defect =[] Format (ADFS 1600K (F))

address - Drive 0 hhmel 11_07_Tue ‘

Click on Continue
to resum 12 farmattina —

While RISC OS will allow you to use a floppy disc with defects (by ‘jumping over’ or
ignoring those defects) we recommend that, unless you have an immediate need
to use the disc, you throw it away at the first opportunity.

When formatting has finished the window shows you how many defects were
mapped out (marked as not to be used).

This is the 3 number @[] Format (ADFS 1600K (F))

of defects ITM mmel 11 07 ]L-C“

-

4 defects mapped out

tofinishfoyrmatting _ | g LI

Click on O K

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 125



RISC OS / USER GUIDE FORMATTING DISCS

RISC OS floppy disc formats
r |1 You choose disc formats from the Floppy disc icon bar menu.

Name disc > Format |
Dismount Cu rrenma L
[Format Sl ADFS 1600K (F+)
Backup ADFS 1600K (F)
Share ADFS 800K (E+)
Verify ADFS 800K (E)

_ Free.. | ADFS 800K (D)

ADFS 640K (L)

Other formats >

Your computer can use both high-density and double-density discs. High-density
High density floppy discs (marketed as 1.44MB IBM type)mustbe used for the formats listed
above 1000K and double-density (marketed as 720kB IBM type) mustbe used for

LD ‘H“?U\ the formats listed below 1000K.
1)
/

There are six different RISC OS formats available:

(extra hole) ADFS 1600K (F+) . This format can store 1.6MB of data.
This format allows for filenames longer than 10 characters and directories
Double density containing more than 77 files and subdirectories. This format was introduced
. with RISC OS 4, therefore a computer fitted with RISC OS 3.71 or earlier will
o not be able to read or write this format.
Q ADFS 1600K (F) . This format can store 1.6MB of data.

This format uses 10 character filenames. Each directory can contain up to 77
files and subdirectories. It is compatible with RISC OS 3 and later versions.

ADFS 800K (E+) . This format can store 800kB of data.
This format is the double-density variant of F+, described above.

ADFS 800K (E). This format can store 800kB of data.

This format is the double-density variant of F, described above. It is compatible
with RISC OS 2 and later versions.

ADFS 800K (D). The format can store 800kB of data.

This format is now obsolete and is included for backward compatibility only.
It is compatible with RISC iX and the Arthur 1.20 operating system.

ADFS 640K (L). The format can store approximately 640kB of data.

This format is now obsolete and is included for backward compatibility only.

It is compatible with Arthur 1.20, ADFS on the BBC and Master series
computers fitted with 3.5” disc drives. Each directory can contain up to 47 files
and subdirectories.
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Other disc formats

i You can format floppy discs in different formats using the Format/Other formats
I I submenu.

Format

DOS 720K
DOS 1200K
DOS 360K
Atari 720K
Atari 360K

These other disc formats shouldonlybe used if you are transferring files to or from
another computer that doesn’t use RISC OS. The DOS formats in particular are so
ubiquitous that they can also be used in tranferring files to UNIX or Apple
computers, because UNIX and Apple computers can also read DOS discs.

For more information about DOS files and discs, read Using DOS and Windows discs
on page 140.

Additional formats may appear in this menu through the addition of third party
filing systems. There are six extra formats provided by default:
DOS 1440K. This format stores up to 1.44MB of data.
Discs using this format can be read from and written to by any DOS or
Windows computer with a high-density 3.5” disc drive.
DOS 720K This format stores up to 720kB of data.
Discs using this format can be read from and written to by any DOS or
Windows computer with a double-density 3.5” disc drive.
DOS 1200K. This format stores up to 1.2MB of data.
Discs using this format can be read from and written to by any DOS or
Windows computer with a high-density 5.25" disc drive.
DOS 360K This format stores up to 360kB of data.
Discs using this format can be read from and written to by any DOS or
Windows computer with a double-density 5.25” disc drive.
Atari 720K, This Atari format stores up to 720kB of data.
The disc can be read from and written to by any Atari ST computer with a
double-sided 3.5” disc drive.
Atari 360K This Atari format stores up to 360kB of data.

The disc can be read from and written to by any Atari ST computer with a 3.5”
disc drive.
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BACKING UP DISCS

Checking a floppy disc’s current format

If you want to find out what type of format a floppy disc has, put the floppy disc in
the disc drive and go to the Format/Current formatbox. This will tell you the
format type and storage capacity of the disc.

" ADFS:0 |
Name disc P Format Format of this disc |

osnowr | TERTEENE | T ors oo .
[EE | ADFS 160K (F+)

Backup ADF'S 1600K (F)
Share ADFS 800K (E+)
Verify ADFS 800K (E)
Free... ADFS 800K (D)
ADFS 640K (L)

Other formats >

Backing up discs

It's essential that you keep backup copies of your important files, in case they get
damaged. You might delete a file by mistake, or you might get a disc error that
means some files become unusable.

Backing up hard discs

You can back up a hard disc by copying any valuable data and applications to
removable discs. The backup procedure used for hard discs differs from that used
for floppy discs.

You should keep backup copies of the following directories where settings and
data you may have produced are typically stored:

IBoot
Documents
Public

You should also backup any applications that you have installed which are
typically held in one of these directories:

Apps
Diversions
Printing
Utilities
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To back up files and directories from your hard disc:
1 Click on your hard disc icon to see the root directory display.

2 Select all of the main directories that you wish to backup. You can only choose
directories from a single directory display.

[ JUtilities

sl B2 | ADFS::HardDisc4.$ 5
(9 Diversions |

{2 Documents (i [SRIREIRe) {2 Public g
&

3 Choose the Countoption from the Selection menu.

[=| Counting files - Finished |
ADFS::HardDisc4.$.<many>

1,620 files counted
29,284,840 bytes total

oK

4 Take the figure given by the Count option and divide it by 1,000,000. This will
give theapproximate capacity of disc needed to store the information on.
Warning: This backup procedure assumes all of the files will fit on a single
removable disc.

5 Putthe destination disc in the disc drive and click on the drive icon to view the
directory display.

6 Select all of the directories you are to backup and drag (copy) them to the
removable disc’s directory display.

B[ ADFS::HardDisc4.$ E
[ [ JApps (7 Diversions /

{2 Docyments g [SRNe) (@ Public I;
- B

i=] %] ADFS:backup.$

Bl =

7 Wait while the files are copied.

Fitting more data onto backup discs

To fit more information onto your disc, you can use file compression to reduce
their size. The chapters Squash and SparkFS contain more information about this.
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Restoring backed-up data to a hard disc

You can restore your data by inserting the backup disc in the disc drive, clicking on
the drive icon and dragging its contents back to the appropriate directory on your
hard disc.

Backing up floppy discs

ADFS:0_| As well as making backups of important files, it is recommended that you make
Name disc > backup copies of applications supplied on discs, and use the backups as your
Dismount | working discs.

Format P

You should format the discs that you are using for the backup process and discard
Share any that contain defects, even if they have been mapped out by the formatting
Verify process. Do not use discs that have defects.

Free...

The backup process copies an entire floppy disc (from the ‘source’ disc to the
‘destination’ disc) as a single operation. You can only back up onto discs with the
same format as the source disc.

Warning: Backing up a disc deletes the entire previous contents of the
destination disc.

Note: The floppy disc drive indicator light will remain on at some stages of the
backup process, but don't worry, you can still insert and remove discs as
instructed.

To back up a floppy disc:

1 ChooseBackup from the icon bar menu for the disc drive. If the destination
discis a new, blank disc, format it first (see Formatting discs on page 123).

1 2 When prompted, insert the source disc into the disc drive and click on OK | For
safety, write-protect the source disc.

=1 B | Backup to drive 0

| Drive 0 Name| sourcel

Insert source disc

x|

3 Similarly, when prompted, insert the destination disc, and click on OK
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4 Repeatsteps 2 and 3 as prompted until all of the data has been copied. The
destination disc will be given the same name as the source disc.

EX] Backup to drive 0

| Drive 0 Name | sourcel

Insert destination disc

|
Continue |

5 When the backup has finished, click on OK

If you're using your computer a lot, it's good practice to back up the files you've
been working on at least once a day, and to back up all your files once a week, or
once a month. Naming discs with the date of the backup will remind you when the
backup was made, without having to check the date of the files on the disc.

Checking for disc defects (verifying)

[ADFS0_| You can check whether a disc is free from defects by verifying the disc. This checks
Name disc = that all the data on the disc is readable (it does notcheck that the data is correct).
Dismount This is not something you need to do very often, but is a good idea if, for example,
Format > you have made a backup of important data and want to check that it is stored
Backup safely.

Share
To verify a disc:
| free. 1 you are verifying a removable disc, insert it in the disc drive.

2 Choose Verifyfrom the icon bar menu for the disc drive.

The Verify dialogue box is displayed and the operation starts.

=1 B4 | Verify

| Drive 0 Name | JimsDocs

Verifying
I
Pause |

If there are no faults on the disc, the message Disc verified OK appears.
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Defects on a hard disc

If there is a defect on your hard disc, the position of the error on the disc is
displayed during the verification process.

1  Write down the number displayed.
2 Click on Continueto carry on with the operation.

3 Repeat this process if any further defects are found.

When the operation ends, you should have a list of the defects found. Turn to
Removing a disc defect on page 539 and follow the instructions given there.

Defects on a floppy disc

If you find that there are defects on the floppy disc, click on Continueto carry on
with the verify operation; repeat this process if any further defects are found.

=1 B3| Verify
| Drive 0 Name| JimsDocs

Defect found at 0

Continue |
The easiest way to remove the defects is to format the disc again. This allows you

to mark the faulty areas of the disc as bad so that they are not used (don't forget to
copy any important files off the disc first!).

Checking the amount of free space on a disc

~ADFS0 | To check how much free space is available on a disc, choose Free...from the icon

“Name disc | bar menu for the disc drive.
E;ig:rnt .| This shows the amount of unused space on the disc, together with the amount of
Backup space that has already been used. The total disc size is shown as well. Leaving this
Share window open will keep it updated whenever the space available on the disc
Verify changes.

s B2 | Free space on sourcel |
Free 555 kbytes [N

Used 245 kbytes [
size 800 kbytes NN
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Using several removable discs at once
1 If the file, directory or application you want is on a removable disc that has been
seen by the Filer but is not currently in the disc drive, the Filer asks you to insert
the floppy disc. When you do this, the computer finds the required files
automatically.

Message from ADFS |

A Please insert disc 'NewApps'

Cancel || ok |

If you decide not to go through with the operation (for example, if the requested
disc is not available) click on Cancel ,

The desktop remembers the names of the last eight discs that have been inserted
into the disc drive. If you insert and use a disc that has exactly the same disc name
as one already in use, the ‘earlier’ disc will be forgotten about. You should always
try to use unique disc names, and dismount discs before removing them from the

disc drive.

Copying between removable discs

When you are copying from one removable disc to another using a single drive (by
dragging a group of objects) you may be asked to swap the discs occasionally,
which becomes tedious when copying many files and directories. It is probably
faster to copy the files from the removable disc to the hard disc or a RAM disc, and
then from there to the new removable disc (see Using a RAM disc on page 143).
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WHAT TO DO IF SOMETHING GOES WRONG

What to do if something goes wrong

Most errors and problems associated with discs are accompanied by
self-explanatory messages. Often all you need to do is acknowledge that you have
read the error message by clicking in the appropriate box. There are a few cases
that are more serious or need a little extra explanation.

Protected disc

W rite-protect
hojle

/ |
Write-protect
slide

This message indicates that a disc is write-protected, a state which prevents you
from accidentally writing to the disc.

On a floppy disc you can remove the write protection by sliding the small tab at
one corner of the disc so that the hole is blocked off.

On a memory card you can remove the write protection by sliding a small tab on
the left of the card downwards, though not all memory card sockets honour the
slide’s setting and may permit writing to the disc in either position.

| Copying files - Error when writing

ADFS::App2.$. Documents.Key75-99
I

107,371 bytes togo
0 files copied

Abot |  Skp | Restart| Retry |

A The disc is write protected. Move é
the write-protect tab and try again.

Disc is full

If you require more hard disc space, you can free up space by deleting directories
that you don't often use; refer to the section Deleting files and directories on page 38 for
details of how to do this. Before deleting them, you should always take a backup of
any files, directories or applications that you may wish to keep (see Backing up hard
discson page 128).

If your computer halts at the command line when you switch it on (the screen is
blank except for a * prompt and a flashing cursor), it may be because your hard disc
is full. Type* Deskt op to display the desktop. Free up some space on your disc
then reboot the computer.
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Unreadable disc

The message below indicates that the computer cant read the disc at all, or it may
be formatted in a way that cannot be read by the computer. The computer can read
discs formatted for DOS and Windows or Atari only, unless you have a third party
filing system extension which reads extra formats - ask your supplier.

Message from Filer |

Q Error when reading ADFS::0.$ - Disc not
understood - has it been formatted?

o |

Disc errors during use

If a disc defect error occurs with a removable disc while you are using it (a rare
occurrence) you will see a disc error message such as.

]| Copying files - Error when writing |
ADF S::App2.$. Documents. Key75-99

45,260 bytes to go
0 files copied
Abot | Skip | Restart | Rety |

A Disc error 10 at :0/0003D000 A

You should copy any files you want to save from the affected disc onto another
disc, and then throw the disc away.

If a disc defect error occurs you may be able to remove the defect by having the
computer skip over it in future. To do this:

1  Write down the number displayed.

2 Turn toRemoving a disc defect on page 539 and follow the instructions given there.
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14 Other storage devices and S
filing systems

T he previous chapter told you about using fixed and removable discs. This
chapter tells you about some other types of storage device, and how to
control them using their own filing systems.

You'll find out more about using DOS and Windows discs, optical discs, storage
connected via SCSI and SDIO, as well as RAM (where an area of computer memory
is used as a disc).

Types of filing systems

The operating system provides a number of different filing systems, which have
been designed to suit the type of storage device on which they are found. Apart
from ADFS, the main filing systems are

CDFS, used witn DVD-ROMs and CD-ROMs
DOSFS, used with DOS and Windows discs

NetFS, used with file servers connected via an Econet network (see [ocal
networks on page 149)

NFS and LanManFS, used to communicate with UNIX and Windows computers
on a network (see OmniClient on page 177)

RamFS, used with RAM discs
ResourceFS, used with the read-only resource files held in ROM
SCSIFS, used with USB connected drives and SCSI discs

SDFS, used with removable memory cards, such as Secure Digital or
MultiMediaCard

ShareFS, used on an Acorn Access network (see Local networks on page 149)

SparkFS, used to access compressed archives (see SparkFSon page 485).

The Filer and desktop give a uniform user interface to all these filing systems, but
with each system there are a few special features provided; these are accessed from
each device's icon bar menu.
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Finding out the filing system type

If you want to find out which filing system you are using, look at the name in the
title bar of the directory display. This always starts with the name of the filing
system.

Using DVD-ROMs and CD-ROMs

~ You can read and copy the data saved on a DVD-ROM or CD-ROM disc using a
& suitable drive and the CD filing system (CDFS).

In general commercially published discs are read-only, so you can't delete files or
format the discs. It is possible, with extra software available from third party
suppliers, to write to specially coated discs using a DVD or CD rewriter drive. This
can be useful as a back up method because optical discs have a long storage
lifetime and capacities up to 4.7GB each.

If your computer was supplied with a DVD-ROM or CD-ROM drive already fitted, it
will already be configured so that you can use it straight away. If you have fitted a
drive yourself, you may need to change the computer’s configuration as described

in the section Discs setup plug-inon page 87 to enable the drive.

Using CDFS

Load the data disc into the DVD-ROM or CD-ROM drive. The precise instructions
for doing this will vary according to the make of drive that is fitted. If you are in any
doubt, consult the instructions that came with the drive.

To open a directory display for a disc, click on the drive icon on the icon bar. The
contents of the disc will be displayed by the Filer:

] B | CDFS:ACORNCD.$ 5
@ ARCHIVE @ BACKUP {9 CLAN BACK |~
) COMMERCE @ FREEWARE @ HTML

() LIBRARY j; README { SHAREWARE
(0 SPECIALS @ UPGRADES @ VIDEO

@ WELCOME

CIl

Viewing files on data CDs and DVDs

Data discs must be laid out in ISO 9660 or High Sierra standard format to be
recognised, optionally with Joliet or Rock Ridge or Acorn CDFS extensions. These
extensions allow some flexibility that the main standards do not. This includes

mixed case filenames, and the storing of operating system specific information
such as RISC OS file types.
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If the file types are not stored then CDFS will try to deduce the file type from the
file's name via the MimeMap so that you can load the file by double clicking on it
as usual. Filenames will be translated in a manner similar to the list of File naming

limitations on page 141 for DOS and Windows format discs.

Playing music CDs

éf ~ You can play ordinary music CDs if the analogue audio cable from the drive is
v v plugged into the computer’s sound system analogue input.

Load the audio CD into the CD-ROM drive and click on the drive icon. The disc will
be recognised as an audio disc and the icon changes to reflect that.

Toprsa | he CDFS Filerincludes a simple CD player application. Menu click on the drive
Dismount | icon then choosePlayer...from the icon bar menu to open the player.

Eject . .

C:.w There are buttons, similar to those on a conventional CD player, to
start playing all of the tracks from start to finish

Free...

jog backward and forward by one track
pause
stop

eject the disc.

= B3 | CD player CD-ROM :0
Details | Track 1
Playlist | 1234567891011 12 Shufﬂal

w0 1| > ] 1| u |

Volume |

Full

A slider allows the volume of playback to be adjusted to suit. It is also possible to
set the volume by changing the level that audio is fed into the sound system
analogue input. The Sound setup plug-in on page 103 has details of how to do this.

It is possible to use the CD player like a jukebox to randomly select tracks on the
current disc and play them all until finished. To do this click Shufflefollowed by

the play button to start.

Ex] CD player CD-ROM :0
Details | Track 3
Playlist |35711 210164981z Shufﬂal

woo W] »| ¥/ ] m| &

Volume |

Full
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Viewing photo CDs

K, ~ PhotoCD discs are specially formatted CD-ROMs which contain images (such as
&’ photographs). It is possible to have negatives from a camera developed and placed
' on a PhotoCD disc.

If you own PhotoCD discs, load the CD into the drive and click on the drive icon.
The icon will change to show that this is a PhotoCD, and displays the photos as a
series of files in a normal Filer window.

Use the ChangeFSl application, described on page 471, to view the photos and
convert them to other formats for editing.

Finishing using CDFS

Click Menu on the CD icon on the icon bar, and choose Dismountfrom the menu.
Press the Load/Eject button and the CD-ROM will be ejected from the drive.

Some CD-ROM drives have software controlled ejection of discs. Having first
dismounted the disc, choose Ejectfrom the menu.

Sharing CD-ROM resources

=5 Ifyour computer is connected to a network, you can share your CD-ROM drive with
€ other users on the network (or have access to their CD-ROM drives, if they want
you to). There are a couple of ways of going about this. See Sharing a CD-ROM on

page 152.

Using DOS and Windows discs

Your computer can read and write any removable discs, including floppy discs, that

& use standard DOS and Windows formats. This makes it easy for you to transfer
information between your computer and any computer or device that can use
these common formats. For example, the memory card from a digital camera will
probably be DOS-formatted.

Working with removable discs

Treat a DOS-formatted removable disc in the same way as you would if it was in a
RISC OS format as described in the section Mounting and dismounting discs on

page 121; insert the disc into the disc drive, then click on the icon for the drive. The
Filer will mount the disc and open a directory display.
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Transferring files between computers

If you save files from a RISC OS computer to a DOS-formatted disc you can then
transfer the files to a DOS or Windows computer (or one that understands
DOS-formatted discs too), and vice-versa.

Transfer of text files

You should be able to read RISC OS text files on a DOS or Windows computer.
However, there are differences in the ‘top-bit-set’ characters used to those shown
in the tables in the appendix Character sets on page 543. In practice this means that
the letters and shifted letters on a conventional keyboard (except the £ and € sign)
will be readable. Most other characters generated using the Alt key modifier may
be displayed as different characters when opened.

The reverse is also true; when moving files created on a DOS or Windows computer
to RISC OS some top-bit-set characters will be displayed differently.

DOS and Windows computers finish each line of a text file with a carriage return
and a line feed; this makes text appear with an[ 0d] on the end of each line when
viewed in Edit, which only uses line feeds. You can cure this easily by using Edit to
replace the carriage returns with nothing: use a wildcarded expression to Find Hex

[0d] butleave the Replace with field empty.

Some word processors use only carriage returns at the end of each line. When
these files are imported into Edit the text is shown as one long continuous line.
Choose the Edit/CR LF option in the Edit menu to convert it back into multiple
lines again.

File naming limitations
This section shows you how filenames translate between systems.

On a DOS or Windows computer names are typically comprised of an initial part
followed by a three letter extension which describes the file’s type. For example
SHOPPI NG. TXT might be a shopping list held as a text file. The rules used are:

Filenames are not case sensitive on either system.

The longest permitted path name on DOS and Windows is 260 characters.
While RISC OS allows for paths up to 1024 characters, this is rarely seen
because messages passed in the desktop are limited to 212 characters.

There are characters on both systems that are illegal to use in filenames on the
other. These are automatically mapped between one another. For example a '’
cannot appear in a RISC OS filename but can on a DOS disc, whereas a DOS
disc cannot use a /', therefore the example file cited above would be displayed
as SHOPPI NG TXT by the Filer.
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The three letter extension will be looked up in the MimeMap database to try to
determine the correct RISC OS file type for the file, for example TXT

corresponds to Text (&FFF). If the extension is not known the default file type
used is DOS (&FE4).
Copying files from RISC OS to a DOS disc

When writing files to the DOS disc the RISC OS file type is kept in reserved bytes in
the directory entry alongside the file. Some disc utilities may reset these bytes to
zero or fail to copy them when the file is copied, resulting in the file type being lost.

Copying files between two DOS discs on a RISC OS computer

When copying from one DOS disc to another the filenames are converted to
RISC OS representation then back again, so overall the filenames are unchanged.
File access

Since there is not a complete mapping between RISC OS file attributes and those
provided by DOS, access rights are set as follows:

ARISC OS file which is locked will be read-only under DOS.
A DOS file which isread-only will be locked under RISC OS.

Working with DOS disc partition files

If you have a DOS-formatted disc partition (file type &FC8) the Filer displays it with
Pg the DOS disc file icon. Double-click on this icon to display the files it contains. The
Filer treats a DOS disc file as a normal directory and allows you access to the DOS

files stored within it in a directory display.

Copying and moving DOS disc files

If you want to copy or move your DOS disc file, it will be copied or moved as a
single file, not as a series of files and directories.

If you want to copy it as a series of files and directories, double-click on the DOS
disc file to open it as a directory, select all of the files from within it, and then copy
those instead.

Deleting DOS disc files

If you want to delete your DOS disc file, the Delete option on the Filer will delete it
as a single file (not as a directory).

You should be very careful not to delete a DOS disc file this way by accident. You
could lock it to protect it against accidental deletion - see Detailed access permissions

on page 55.
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Using spare RAM as a disc

% A RAM disc is an area of computer memory that is being used just like a disc drive,

~ which gives it its name. However, the important thing to remember is that objects

RAM  on the RAM disc are not ‘safe’ in the way that objects on real discs are safe: they
will be lost when the computer is switched off or reset.

The main reason for using a RAM disc is that saving and loading files and
applications to or from the RAM disc is much faster than to a removable or fixed
disc.

Creating a RAM disc

There are two ways of creating a RAM disc. One method is to use the Discs setup
plug-in to create a RAM disc of a given size every time you switch on the computer
(see page 87).

Preferred method

The preferred method is to use the Task Manager to create a RAM disc for the
current session only (see Create a RAM discon page 76). This is because

it's less wasteful of memory

configuring too large a RAM disc from !Boot may cause problems on start-up
(e.g. if the disc is larger than the total amount of free space available, or if you
physically remove some RAM from your computer and forget to alter your boot
sequence). See Configuration held in CMOS RAM on page 82.

The largest RAM disc allowed is 2048MB.

Using a RAM disc

A RAM disc is a convenient way of speeding up some operations, at the cost of
using some of the computer’'s memory. Here are two examples:

Copying between removable discs

When you are copying a group of objects from one removable disc to another, you
have to change the disc after each file or directory. An alternative is to allocate as
much space as you can to a RAM disc, copy as many files as will fit into RAM, and
then copy them from RAM disc to the destination disc. When you've finished,
delete the files from RAM, and quit the RAM disc by choosing Quitfrom the icon

bar menu.
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Keeping frequently-used files in a RAM disc

Another common use of the RAM disc is to hold programs and data files that you
use frequently. Keeping them in the RAM disc reduces the time they take to load.

Don't keep files that you are changing in the RAM disc: it's too easy to switch off
the computer and forget to transfer them to a permanent storage medium.

RAM disc icon bar menu

RAMFS

Share
Free...
Quit

Name disc i

P

The RAM disc has its own icon bar menu with options specific to the filing system.

To see how much space is available, click Menu on the RAM icon, and choose
Free.... This displays the total free and used space.

i B Free space on RamDiscO |
Free 218 kbytes [INNNENEGEGG
Used bkoytes]
size 224 kbytes |

When your computer is connected to an Access network you may wish to share the
the contents of your RAM disc with other users. The Share menu is used to select
how the RAM disc is to be shared; the options available are the same as for Sharing

your hard disc on page 152.

You can remove the RAM disc from the icon bar by choosing Quit, |f the RAM disc
is not empty you'll be warned that you will lose its contents if you go ahead.

RAMFS Filer

The data in the RAM filing system will be
lost if you close it down. Click OK if you
wish to proceed.

Cancel || oK |

Using read-only resources

ResourceFS is built into the operating system ROM. It is a read-only filing system
which contains resources on the computer for use.
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~ Every time you click on the Apps icon on the icon bar you are using ResourceFS,

[pﬁ reflected by its name in the title bar of the Apps directory display. These

Apps applications are not really stored in ResourceFS (because it is read-only), but are
links to the real applications elsewhere on disc, provided as a useful resource.

You can add or remove applications from the Apps directory display by using the
Boot setup plug-in as described on page 85. Those applications that are held in
ROM (such as Alarm and Edit) cannot be removed.

There are other resources besides the Apps directory display in ResourceFS. To
view these, choose Open ‘$'from the icon bar menu. These resources are mainly in
support of installed operating system modules.

Using USB connected drives and SCSI discs

SCSIFS is the filing system which can talk to discs and drives that conform to the
Small Computer System Interface protocol. This includes a wide variety of storage
devices including:

optical drives used by CDFS
back up tape streamers
scanners

flash memory

some makes of digital camera

external hard discs in a caddy

The SCSI protocol is widely used over different types of physical connection:

One or more special expansion cards may be fitted which hoststhe SCSI bus,
with up to seven SCSI peripheral devices gttached to each. Use the Discs setup
plug-in (see page 87) to configure this type of SCSI host.

One or more Universal Serial Bus sockets. USB sockets use a much smaller
connector than a conventional expansion card because the data is sent serially
rather than in parallel, making USB devices smaller and cheaper to
manufacture. Storage such as flash memory will often be supplied with the
connector moulded into the plastic case, making the disc and drive a single
part.

Regardless of how the SCSI device is physically connected, RISC OS presents the
discs in the same consistent manner that ADFS does; as either fixed or removable
drive icons on the icon bar. The chapter Using discs can equally be read with ADFS
substituted for SCSIFS throughout.
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Using removable memory cards

SDFS is the filing system which can talk to discs and drives that conform to the
Serial Digital Input Output protocol.

SDIO protocol to store large amounts of information in a physically small card.
These cards are often found in portable devices such as digital cameras and mobile
phones because they have no moving parts, making them robust against the device

being dropped.

E Secure Digital and MultiMediaCard are examples of flash memory that use the

When it is not necessary to remove the memory card manufacturers may opt to use
anembedded MultiMediaCard (e MMC) fixed directly to the computer’s circuit board.
This means the storage is always available, making it suitable for holding the Boot
application for example.

Regardless of the shape or brand of memory card, RISC OS presents the discs in
the same consistent manner that ADFS does; as either fixed or removable drive
icons on the icon bar. The chapterUsing discs can equally be read with ADFS
substituted for SDFS throughout.
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15 Local networks !

I f your computer is connected to a network - maybe it is part of your school or

office network - you will be able to communicate with the other computers
around you to exchange information. This chapter shows you how to use a network

to achieve this.

If your computer isn’t connected to a network you don’t need to read this
chapter.

Networking uses many jargon terms - Econet, Ethernet, AUN, TCP/IP and file
server - to name a few. However, as you'll see from this chapter, using a network is
actually quite easy.

Types of network
Alocal area network (LAN) joins computers in the same building or on the same site

and is said to be a private network, usually administered by the network manager.

Awide area network \WAN) joins multiple local area networks together and is spread
over a much wider geographical area. The public internet is an example wide area
network, and allows you to communicate with other users anywhere in the world.

Topology

Within a LAN it is possible to follow the network from the computer in front of you
to its nearest neighbour. This will typically be

another computer

ahubto connect together several computers in a desk area to a single cable
which runs to another room

aswitchwhich is similar to a hub but that also analyses the network messages
and sends them only to specific recipients, reducing unnecessary traffic

a gatewaywhich routes messages addressed to computers outside the LAN to
the WAN

amodemor similar equipment that provides your connection outside the LAN,
for example to the telephone or cable TV network.

In the home environment it's common to find the modem combines a switch in the
same box and acts as the gateway also.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 149



RISC OS / USER GUIDE CONFIGURING NETWORKING

Protocols
RISC OS uses several types of networking systems, based on Ethernet and Econet
cabling. You can use all these types of network at the same time, if you want:

Econet

Once the standard networking in schools, a central file server holds the data of all
the network users. However, by modern standards data transmission rates are fairly
low and all stations on the network share the same transmission clock.

You can instead use Econet protocols sent over an Ethernet network. This is part of
theAcorn Universal Network( AUN) strategy.

Access

An easy-to-install Ethernet network for small to medium-sized installations.
Allows simplepeer-to-peer disc and printer sharing between all RISC OS computers
on the local area network without needing a central file server.

In larger installations you can also have a dedicated computer which is always
available that acts as a file server and a printer server.

TCP/IP

Originally implementing the Transmission Control Protocol gnd Internet Protocoll TCP/IP
is now a more general term to refer to a family of protocols used over large
Ethernet networks. This includes the protocols used to connect to the internet.

Addressing

In order to route messages efficiently between computers they are each assigned a
unique address. In Econet this is sometimes called the station number

Some addresses are usually set aside for special purposes by the designers of the
protocol, such as abreadcast address (to send one message to everybody at once)
and multicast addresses (to send one message to a group of computers). Broadcast
addresses do not pass through gateways because otherwise the LAN would be
overwhelmed by millions of unwanted messages from around the world.

Configuring networking

The protocols introduced above correspond to the three icons in the Network
setup plug-in described in the chapterSetting up networking |

This chapter assumes that the network has been suitably configured already; go to
page 167 if this is not the case, then come back to this chapter.
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Disc sharing on an Access network

If you have an icon like this on your icon bar it means you're connected to an
=28 Access network; there may be other discs on the network that you can access.

Discs  Click on the discs icon to display the available discs.

=X Resources:$.Discs E
= =2 IPE -
a - [p__._f;

IDEDisc4 jadal-0 NetApps

A A
...... 0 |/
Raptor Ripleys ]

Discs with a lock on them areprotected - you can only read and write to files and
directories where public access has specifically been given. The ones with a
CD-ROM symbol represent CD-ROMs of course, and those with an ‘Apps’ type
symbol inside are read-only.

Double-click on the disc that you want to use. The disc name is displayed under
the discs icon on your icon bar. You can now use the shared disc. It is also possible
to share your own disc with other users and to print using a shared printer.

Options
Click Menu on a shared disc icon on the icon bar to display the ShareFS menu:
ShareFS ___—~ Display a list of available discs

Show discs ____—— Finish using this disc

Dismount <&

Save choices «——— Keep connections to the same discs

Free.. < next time you switch on

Access+ _____ r~ — Display the free space on this disc
‘“‘m
T

~ Access+ log on (described later)

Choose Save choicesto ensure that your selection will be remembered when your
machine is next restarted.
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Sharing your hard disc

To share your hard disc with other users press Menu over the hard disc icon on the
icon bar; choose Share unprotected from the Share menu. The disc will be made
accessible to the network unprotected (see Protecting a shared disc he|ow).

ADFS::4

Name disc

Dismount

Format

Backup Share ayia
/EE| Mot shared

Verify Share protected

Free... ¥ Share unprotected

If your disc has the same name as another on the network, you will be asked to
change it (first choose Not shared , and follow the instructions in the section
Naming discs on page 122 if you need assistance on how to do this).

Protecting a shared disc

If you want to stop others changing or deleting, or even reading files on the shared
disc (which they can otherwise do), choose Share protected from the Share

submenu. If you do this, only files and directories you specifically grant public
access to (using the Filer Accessmenu) can be read and written to by others.

Sharing a CD-ROM

Any number of CD-ROMs may be shared in much the same way as hard discs using
Access, but because you cannot change the name of a CD-ROM like you can a
normal disc, the dialogue is a little different.

You can change the name that the CD-ROM will be shared as using the CDFS icon

bar menu:
_CoFs:0 ] gl Share
Dismount CD title | VIDEOCLIP2
Eject Share style -
r~ Not shared Share as I Video2 |
Player.. | EEE — | Iismra |
Free...

Type in the new name in the Share asbox and click on Share to start sharing it.
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Sharing other drives

You may share any filing system or indeed just a single directory with Access, but
not all icon bar filers have a Share menu included. To share any other filing
system, you will need to either enter a * command (press F12, then type the
command) or add the command as a part of your Boot file. The syntax of the
command is

*Share <Pat hnanme> [ <Di scnanme>] [-options]

For example, to share just the Work directory from a Secure Digital memory card
currently in SDFS drive 0 use the command

*Share SDFS::0.%. Wrk MWrk -protected

would share the directory SDFS: : 0. $. Work as Access disc ‘MyWork'. If you do
not specify the share name, it will be shared with the disc or directory name.

Protected mode is an example of an option to the Shar e command, the possible
options are:

protected - restricts access based on the Filer's access permissions.
readonly - exports all files and directories as read-only (uses an Apps icon).
cdrom- denotes this shared disc is an optical disc (uses a CD-ROM icon).
noicon - this option is reserved for use by certain applications.

auth <key> - is for internal use with Access+ which is described on page 154.

subdir- is for internal use with the auth option.
You may stop sharing by using the command

*Unshare <D scnane>

Sharing across a gateway

The Access protocol discovers which discs and printers are currently available by
using periodic broadcast messages, therefore you cannot normally share discs
across gateways because they do not forward broadcast messages (as explained in
Addressing earlier).

Your network manager can set up an Access server to pass messages between
subnets of the LAN, or through the FWAddNet star command, see Creating a
‘structured’ sharing method gn page 155.
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Sharing private data

You may wish to share data in such a way that it does not appear automatically in
the Discs window, but only becomes available to those who know its name and a
password.

To do this, double-click on the !Access+ application icon. Access+ is in the
Utilities.Access directory on your hard disc or network. The Access+ icon
will appear on the righthand side of the icon bar. i@

If you want to share a disc, or part of a disc, with chosen users, there are two ways
in which you can do it:

Dragging a directory into the Access+ dialogue box.
Creating a ‘structured’ sharing method.
Dragging a directory into the Access+ dialogue box

The simplest method is by clicking on the Access+ icon to open a dialogue box:

]| Access+ \

Directory | | |

Password | ]

__| Share protected
Cancel || oK |

You may drag any directory into this box, from any filing system - it will then
automatically fill in the directory pathname for you. You must then type in a
password that others must enter if they want to access this directory. This
password can be from zero to six characters long.

To share a whole disc, display the root directory of the disc, choose Select all and
drop the selection into the dialogue box.

You also have the option to share the directory in protected mode.

You can Show which resources you are sharing from the Access+ icon bar menu:

Access+
Info > Show |

EXXll Memos@IDEdisca

Save OtherApps@| DEdisc4
Remove &
Quit

You can save or remove shared directories using this menu, too.
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Creating a ‘structured’ sharing method

The structured sharing method allows a small group of computers to be set up
without needing a dedicated file server.

Users in the group can log on to their own ‘world’, which could include private
data, common read-only applications and general read-write resources such as
IScrap. These resources are served by one of the computers in the group.

=[] ADFS:User.$ [
py /
< 0 0 ©a
IAccess+ Apps Boot Dirs [
E
e | ADF S::User.$.Dirs

g 80 @

APatel KBayes Yeard

5] ] = S

Apps is a read-only directory for applications.
Boot contains !Scrap and IShareBoot (the group’s Boot application).

In the Dirs directory you can create directories for private data for users to log
on to.

The network manager can set up this share structure on the server machine as
follows:

1 Place the directory containing Access+, Dirs, Apps and Boot at the chosen
point on the hard disc, adding it to the applications which are run at startup up
using the Boot setup plug-in (refer to page 85 for details of how to do this).

2 Make sure that the Boot and Apps directories, and their contents, have public
read access set.

3 Create a text file containing all the user names in the Dirs directory along with
the password each will have to use to log on to their ‘world’. The following
format must be used:

U KBayes abc123
P APat el Xyz789
U Year 4 why234

Ussignifies Unprotected and P is Protected. This will share the directory

KBayes inside Dirs with a password ofabc123 . |t is an unprotected mount

(U) in this case. You may omit the password if you do not require this level of
security.

4 Save this file onto the Access+ icon. This text file can subsequently be
removed by the network manager and used for reference (if someone forgets
the name or password) to ensure security.
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Users, when they log on (see below), will see their own directory
(Year4@erver 2 , for example), as well as the Apps directory containing

commonly-used applications available to all users listed.

Note that this use of Access is designed for small groups of users - the computer
serving files to the group will slow down when more than a handful of users are in
the group. A dedicated file server would offer better performance in that scenario.

Accessing private data
To access private data, users ‘log on” at their computer, using the Access icon bar
menu to enter their name and password.

ShareFS
Show discs
Dismount
Save choices

Free...
Access+ Logon |

l iccess [l Loson RNV e
Logoff
They do not log on to a server machine in the traditional sense, but onto the

network as a whole, as any computers that have data for a particular user will place
their private disc into the window that opens up when the user logs on:

e 4| Resources:$.Discs 0
) ™ " !
s P =
Apps@Server2  IDEDisc4 OldTimer |1
&
1i[ <] _Resources:$.Logon.Year4|c
ps /
Server2 ]
i
! S 2
sexes O [pﬁ' r--'f

0 Yeard@Server2 Apps Net

In the illustration above, the user has logged on with a name Year 4 . The private
directory is Year 4@er ver 2 . The Apps directory available to Year 4 is displayed
in the Discs window, together with two other discs which are being shared

unprotected on the network.
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Remote booting with Access

Client computers can be set up to boot from a remote server and load the user’s
environment as required. Remote booting is most useful when the client computer
has no hard disc, or there is a requirement to manage and backup user
environments centrally.

This can be set up as follows:

1 Configure the client machine to boot from the ShareFsS filing system. This is
done by pressing F12 on each client machine and typing:
*Configure Boot
*Configure FileSystem Share

When switched on, the computer will now search for a file with the name of
IShareBoot in the root of the first-saved mount. The next step is to create such
a file.

2 The first-saved mount is the leftmost disc of those displayed on your icon bar
when you choose Save choicesfrom the ShareFS icon bar menu. To select the
disc you want to be the first-saved mount, Dismountany shared discs using
the ShareFsS icon bar menu, then click on the Discs icon to display the
available discs. Double-click on the disc you want to be the first-saved mount,
followed by any other discs you want to be loaded automatically. Choose Save
choices, and the discs will be saved in the required order.

3  Now, from the shared disc icon (i.e. not from the machine where the shared
disc is located) set up the environment you want for your computer when you
first switch it on (files and applications loaded, directory displays open and so
on).

4 Go to the Task Manager menu and choose Desktop settings /Save settings .

Change the name of the boot file to IShareBoot, then save it in the root
directory of the first-saved mount you set up in the previous step.

5 Make sure that the !ShareBoot file you have created has public read access, if
the disc is shared protected.

Printing over an Access network

(See also the chapter Setting up printers )

A printer connected to a computer on an Access network can be shared by other
users on the network. The computer connected to the printer should have a hard
disc with at least 5MB of free space at all times.

To print over an Access network, first go to the computer connected to the printer...

1 Load Printer Manager by double-clicking on the !Printers application icon.
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2 Choose Printer control ... from the Printer Manager icon bar menu.
3 Selectthe printer to be shared, press Menu and choose the option Shared.

(You will see a duplicate of your printer displayed in your Printer control
window, with Connection Remote. You can ignore this; do notset it to Active )

4 ChooseSave choicesfrom the icon bar menu.

It is useful to set up a Desktop settings file to run Printer Manager when the
computer is switched on, so that the printer will be shared again without
manual intervention.

Then on any other networked computer wishing to print...
1 Load Printer Manager by double-clicking on the !Printers application icon.

2 ChoosePrinter control ... from the Printer Manager icon bar menu, and a list of
available printers (ConnectionRemote) will be displayed.

3 Select one of these printers and choose Activefrom the Printer control menu.
It will then appear on the icon bar.

5 Choose Save choicesto remember this printer set up in future.
You can now print using the remote printer.

A greyed-out printer with a question mark through it indicates that the printer is
not available. Is it switched on? Is the computer it's connected to switched on?

Printing on a ‘server’ computer

While a computer is rendering a picture (i.e. processing the display before sending
it to the printer) an hourglass appears. At this stage, the computer is very busy, and
requests from other machines to read or write to its shared disc will take some
time to be met. The time taken to render is generally fairly short, but if a great deal
of printing is to be performed it might be preferable to ensure that this computer is
not the same one which contains a frequently-used shared disc.

During the time that a ‘server’ machine is busy, and not communicating with other
machines, the hourglass on other machines that are trying to communicate with it
will turn red, and start counting down, until communication is re-established.

Re-starting Printer Manager at the server machine will result in any outstanding
print jobs being flushed.
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Speed of printing
Use the lowest reasonable resolution (dots per inch) to get the desired result, as a

client machine will take a long time to render a high-resolution page.

Note that the whole document or image is required before the printer will actually
start, which will increase the time before printing is complete - especially if very
high resolutions are selected from a relatively less powerful machine. The size of
available memory will also affect the speed of printing.

File sharing on an Econet network

An Econet network consists of a number of computers connected together to a
dedicated computer called a file server.

This type of network is usually looked after by your network manager. The network
manager often allocates each person a user name. This name is used to identify
them to the file server.

File server

Afile serveris a computer that holds a central store of computer programs and data.
If your network manager allocates you storage space on the file server, you can
store data there in your own special user area.

Printer server

A network usually also includes aprinterserver - A printer server is a networked
computer that is directly connected to a printer. All users of the network can use
the printer.

Other services

You may also be able to use electronic mail (email) - a way of sending electronic
messages between network users. Ask your network manager if this facility has
been made available to you.

Logging on

File server | Before you can use a file server, you need to log on to it. If there is more than one

file server on your network, you will need to choose which one to log on to.
Logon =
open's »| ChooseFS listfrom the Neticon bar menu to open a display showing a list of file
Free... servers available; there is an icon for each file server. If a file server has more than
Bye one storage device available for you to use (for example, an extra hard disc) there

is an icon for each device in the window.
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If you click on one of the file server icons, the Logon dialogue box appears, with the
file server name already filled in. For example:

[ B4 | List of file servers B
2 700, i ;u,’!, a
Back  Crus  CSLab
202 y):L zbd
(2 Logon |
DAl.dri:ge File server | Circus |
ufa' Username |] |
Rakady Password | |
¥i ¥ it 5l ¥ 47 5] =1

If you're not already logged on, you can also display this dialogue box by clicking
on the Net icon on the icon bar. If you are logged on already, clicking on the Net
icon will open your ‘user directory’ - there’s more on this later.
To log on to a network file server:
1 Click on the Neticon. This displays the Logonwindow.

Logon |

File server || |

Username l ‘

Password ‘ ‘

2 Type in the name of the file server (this may already be set up), your user
name, and (if needed) your password.

(Press to move to the next line.)

Your user name is set by the network manager. Your password does not appear
on the screen: this is to prevent other users seeing your password.

Logon |

File server | Business! |

Username l Steve ‘

Password | ] |

If you enter your user name and password correctly:

l'l'?,q
fo"‘j A directory display for your user directory (the top-level directory in your own
Business1 network directory) is opened.

The Net icon on the icon bar changes to show a connection (the text under the
icon shows the file server’'s number or name).
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If you do not have a user directory, you are logged onto the root directory of the file
server instead (but you'll only have limited access to its contents).

You can, of course, log on to several file servers; a Net icon is displayed on the icon
bar for each file server.

You can set up the computer to fill in the file server entry automatically - see
Configuring connection to an Econet network gn page 168.

File server network menu options

FS list

File server | To check which file servers are available, choose FS listfrom the File server menu.
A list of file servers is shown in a window. Full info, reached via the Display menu
'-°9°"$ ™ in this window, shows the file server net address (a number) as well as its name.
Open'$’ ™
Free...

L
Byo ogon

To log on to a network file server from the File server menu, move to the Logon

dialogue box.

File server
FS list Logon
Logon P | World |
Open'$’ »
Free... Username “ |
Bye Password| |
Open '$’
File server | On a file server you log on to your user directory. This will normally be one or more
FS list levels down from the top level (root) directory. The user directory is sometimes

Logon P roferred to as the user root directory (URD). Pathnames to the user root directory

Open'$' |8 begin with&.

Free...
Bye In some cases, you may be prevented from looking at any directories other than

your own. If you are not sure about your privileges, ask your network manager.

You can open the root directory of the file server by choosing Open ‘$’'from the File
server menu. If the file server has more than one disc, the disc names are displayed
as a submenu; click on the disc whose root you want to display.
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Free...

To check how much space is available to you on a file server, choose Free...from

the File server menu. This displays the free space on the file server. Freeis the
amount of space you have leftin your user area. Used is the amount of space that
has been used (by all users) on the file server. Sizeis the total size of the file server
disc.

i | Free space on medusa |
Free 461 Moytes NN

Used 9 Mbytes |
Size 470 Mbytes NN

If you find that you are running out of space, ask your network manager for more.

Bye

When you have finished using a file server, log off by choosing Byefrom the File
server menu. Any directory displays for the file server will be closed. Choosing
Shutdown from the Task Manager icon bar menu does this automatically.

Logging on without displaying a directory

To log onwithout displaying the user directory, hold down Shift and press Return
for the last time when logging on; do not release Shift until the file server name or
number appears under the Net icon, indicating that you are logged on.

Updating the file server directory display

If a file shown in a file server directory display on your screen is deleted by another
user, your display is not updated automatically. If you try to open the deleted file,
you will get a ‘File not found’ error message. The same applies to anything added.
You can update the display by choosing Refreshfrom the Filer menu.

Your network ‘User’ directory

Normally every user has their own directory on a file server in which they can work
and save files. Your own network directory usually has the same name as your user
name. It is represented on screen by the character &, so if you logged on to a file
server on a hard disc called History, the directory display for your directory would
have the titleNet : : Hi story. & .

If the file server can't find your user directory, the directory display shows some or
all of the files and directories in the root directory of the file server; however, you
won't ‘own’ this directory (unless you are the network manager), and so your access
to many of the files and directories it contains may be restricted.
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Using files and applications

Applications copied from a network

You can use files and applications on the file server in the same way as you would
use them directly from your own computer. They load from the hard disc on the file
server into your own machine.

If you copy an application from the network, you need to run the application from
your local disc. If you don't do this, and try to load a file produced by the
application after logging off the network, you will see the message Not | ogged

on. This is because the computer, having ‘seen’ that the application came from the
network, is still trying to find it there.

Note: Take care that you're not breaching any copyright by copying applications.

Using files from other users’ directories

When you want to save a file to your file server directory, just drag its icon into your
network user directory.

You may sometimes need to use a file that is stored in another user’s directory. If
the file has Public read access you can look at it, but not save any changes,
attempting to save when you do not have the privilege to do so will report an
Insufficient access error message. However, you can save a copy in your
own directory by dragging the Save asicon to your own directory display.

To load a file from another user’s directory, you need to display the file server’s root
directory, and then move down the directory structure into the other person'’s
directory. To display the root directory, choose the menu option Open ‘$’(see

page 161).

The root directory display may allow access to all the user root directories.
Double-click on the directory for the user whose files you want to use. There may
be some icons missing from the directory display: these are for files that the owner
has locked against all public access. If you try to load an application from someone
else's directory, it will generate an error message if the owner has not given public
read access to it. There are other reasons why you may get an error message doing
this; ask your network manager for advice.
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Setting the access permissions to your own files

File ownership

You can look at, change and delete any files in your own user directory, but you
cannot change or delete files from someone else’s user directory (though you may
be able to look at them). Some files and directories may be hidden from you
completely, so that you do not even see their icons in the directory display.

By default, other users will have no access to your files. This section gives you a
quick overview of access permissions on networks. For a full explanation of access
options see Setting file access permissions on page 55.

You can set the public access to your files using the Access command from the
Filer menu.

The Owner access sets whatyou can do with the file; the Public access controls
whatother users can do with the file. You can lock a file against deletion to
prevent you accidentally deleting it yourself, but you don’t need to set this to
prevent other users deleting your file as it is locked to them anyway.

If you allow public write access to your file, other users are able to alter it without
your knowledge. If you allow public read access only, they can look at the file but
not alter it. Never completely remove the access rights to your files by denying read
and write access to yourself as well as to others.

You cannot specify the access rights to a directory, only to the files within it, but
you can lock a directory against deletion using Access .
Hidden objects

If you lock a directory or allow no public access to a file, and the network manager
has enabled the hidden objects option (at the file server) the directory or file
becomes a hidden object and is not visible to other users.

Setting your password

The password is a security measure to prevent other users logging on with your
identity and gaining access to your protected files.

You should change your password occasionally to help preserve the security of
your files. To change your password, use the *Pass command:

1 Press F12 to move to the command line.
2 Type:
Net : Pass ol dpassword newpassword

3 Pressthe Return key ( ) again to go back to the desktop.
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The first time you set a password you may not have an old password, so use the
null string™" in place of ol dpassword . For example, to set your password for
the first time to Hebrides, type

Pass "" Hebrides

If you later wanted to change this to Shetland, you would type
Pass Hebrides Shetland

Your password must be at least six and not more than 22 characters long.

Choosing a password

When you are choosing a password, do not select something very obvious that
could be guessed by someone else. Do not, for example, use the date of your
birthday, the name of a member of your family or a pet, your telephone number, or
the registration number of your car.

In some cases, the network manager may prevent you resetting your password, or
looking at any directories other than your own. If you are not sure about your
privileges, ask your network manager.

Network errors

Network failures

Serious errors, such as damage to the disc of a file server, should be handled by the
network manager. The only error you are likely to meet when using the network is
failure of the network itself, rather than the filing system. This can happen for a
variety of reasons: both ‘hard errors’, such as the network becoming disconnected,
and ‘soft errors’, such as the network becoming jammed as a result of too many
people using it at the same time. Most problems tend to be soft and can be cured
by trying the operation again, or by logging on to the file server again.
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Common error messages

Station xxx not |istening The file server is switched off,
or is too overloaded to be able
to deal with your request at the
moment (try again later).

No reply from station xxx.xxx  The file server has received and
acknowledged your request,
but has subsequently failed to
comply with it.

Network not plugged in Your machine is physically
disconnected from the
network, either at the back of
the computer or at the socket
box at the other end of the
cable.

Printing over an Econet network

If your file server also has a printer attached to it, this printer may be accessed by
other users on the network. Use the Printer Manager application to access a printer
server in the same way as you would an ordinary printer.

Ask your network manager for details about which printer driver to use and the
name of the network printer, then set up the printer according to the instructions
given in Setting up printers on page 1 89.

File sharing using other protocols

The TCP/IP protocol suite also lets you communicate with computers using
common protocols. For example, if the host computer is running the UNIX
Network File System (NFS) then you can display and manipulate files resident on
the host computer in a directory display in the same way as you would files on your
own computer.

9 OmniClient provides a simple, consistent view of network file services to RISC OS
users, irrespective of the server type or protocol used. You can read more about
how to go about using this application in the chapter OmniClient

If you prefer to, it is even possible to use OmniClient as the filer for Access sharing
and Econet file servers.
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16 Setting up networking -

T his chapter tells you all about changing your computer’s network configuration
by using the Network setup plug-in to enter the settings for your local network
requirements.

If your computer isn’t connected to a network you don’t need to read this
chapter.

Introduction
The different network types to which RISC OS can connect are detailed in the
chapterLocal networks on page 149. You will need to configure the network software
in order to connect to these networks; your supplier or the network manager may
already have done this for you.
RISC OS | Firstly, open the Configuration window by clicking Menu on the Task Manager icon

Info > then choosing Configure...from the menu. Click on the Network icon from the

Configure.. main Configuration window to display the Network setup plug-in:

Task window "F12

Shutdown *NF12 ] Network configuration

H = @

Econet Access Internet
(] (-] Q
Cancel I | Save |

There are three icons, one for each type of network:

Econet (connecting to a central Level 4 Fileserver using the Econet protocol)
Access (peer-to-peer sharing using the Access protocol)

Internet (connectivity using the full TCP/IP protocol)

Below each of the icons is a light that is illuminated if that protocol is active, and
grey otherwise.
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Configuring connection to an Econet network

If you are going to use Level 4 Fileserver Econet protocols, choose Econet; the
Acorn Universal Networking dialogue box will be displayed:

=] Acorn Universal Networking |
2
e 708 [V Enable AUN Econet

(=

This station 7
File server 0.254 il
Print server 0.235 “H|

X"

M‘j‘ﬁﬂap Cancel || Set |

There are two ways Econet can operate:

With specialised Econet hardware over inexpensive 5 core screened cables.
This is 'native’ Econet.

By placing the Econet protocol messages inside ordinary TCP/IP packets which
are then sent over whichever medium the TCP/IP network uses. This is ‘Acorn
Universal Networking’ Econet.

Your network manager will have set the station number for your computer; it is not
possible to change this yourself because station numbers must be unique on each
net.

1 TickEnable AUN Econet. This is not necessary if you are using 'native’ Econet.

2 If you will be using Econet and Internet together it is possible to define
mappings from Internet style IP addresses (4 numbers separated by full stops)
and Econet style net and station addresses (2 numbers separated by full
stops).

Double-click the AUNMap icon (or drag an existing AUNMap file onto the
dialogue box) and enter any mappings between IP addresses and Econet
addresses. For details, see the comments inside the AUNMap file itself.

3 Enter names or numbers for your default File server and Print server.

Note:|f your network is already up and running, you will be able to choose
from the appropriate menu icons instead of typing in names manually.

4  Click on Setto confirm the changes and close the dialogue box, or Cancelto
leave without making any changes.
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Configuring connection to an Access network

If you are connecting to a peer-to-peer disc and printer sharing network, choose
Access; the Access dialogue box will be displayed:

=] Acorn Access

| Enable Access

Cancel || Set |

1 TickEnable Accessto turn on peer-to-peer sharing

Note: It is possible to use Access without needing to set up a full TCP/IP
connection when only sharing with other computers on the local network.

2 Click on Setto confirm the changes and close the dialogue box, or Cancelto
leave without making any changes.

Configuring connection to the Internet

If you are connecting to computers other than through the Access or Econet
protocols, or to remote computers on the wider internet, you will need to configure
a full TCP/IP network connection.

1 Click on the Internet icon and the Internet configuration dialogue box will be
displayed:

[a]| Internet configuration

r_...J ﬁ LGN #
= olsls)

Interfaces  Routing  Hostnames  User options

[V Enable TCP/IP Protocol Suite Close

2 Click onEnable TCP/IP Protocol Suite.
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Setting the network interface

1 Click on thelnterfacesicon in the Internet configuration window to display
the network interface configuration options:

[ Interfaces |
PCI Slot 2 [ Intel PRO/1000  Configure... | Status... I
Serial _|PPP Configure... | Status

Close

Each line in the interfaces window represents one available interface, its
physical location, and the name of the driver which controls it.
Most often this window will show the Ethernet interfaces available as that is by

far the most common medium for sending TCP/IP packets. Examples of other
types of medium include asynchronous transfer mode (ATM),point—to—point pI’OtOCO/

(PPP) using a modem on the telephone line, and it is even possible to use
native Econet.

2 Click on Configure...to display the interface configuration options:

| PCI Slot 2: Intel PRO/1000
IPaddress | 192.168.1.7 |
Netmask | 2552552550 | IOMP
Obtain IP address
) from hostname ) via Reverse ARP
@ manually ) via BOOTP
D fromCMOS ) via DHCP
| Primary interface  Cancel | |T|

The interface must be given a unique IP addressfor the network. You can
obtain the address from any one of a number of sources:

from hostname - this reflects whatever is entered in the Host name field
in the Host names dialogue box.

manually - enter the IP address of the interface as 4 numbers separated by
full stops. The network manager will need to ensure each computer using
this method has a unique address, the network will not work if there is
more than one computer on each IP address.

from CMOS - you can use this option for discless booting, where the IP
address is read from CMOS locations. The network manager will need to
use theSet Stati on utility to set this up for you.
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via Reverse ARP- the Internet module will broadcast an address resolution
protocol(ARP) message when the computer boots up to convert the
interface’s hardware address into an IP address. The network manager will
need to have configured a server, with a list mapping between the two
address types, to respond to this.

via BOOTP - the bootstrap protocol g|so broadcasts a message to a central
server in order to find out its IP address assignment. For large networks
with many subnets it avoids needing one server per subnet, which would
otherwise be needed if Reverse ARP was in use.

via DHCP - the dynamic host configuration protocol discovers all of the network
settings automatically, and will continue to update them periodically in
the background should they change dynamically. Obtain your address
using DHCP where possible in preference to any of the other possible
sources, because it ensures all computers on the network are similarly
configured.

The Netmask defines which parts of the IP address are used to match on when

deciding whether a message originates from the same subnet as your

computer resides, any non-matching address is considered to be from the

wider internet.

The BOOTP and DHCP options (only) will complete the Netmask for you.

The Reverse ARP option (only) can complete the Netmask for you by sending
out an/CMP request message. Select the ICMP option to enable this.

For the other options you must specify a Netmask; ask your network manager
for the mask to use for the subnet to which you are connected. As a last resort,

it can be settodef aul t which will leave the computer to decide the Netmask
from the IP address based on some simple classful network ry|es.

3 When the Primary interface option is enabled it nominates this interface to
be used in preference to any other in the event of redundancy.

4 Click onSet to confirm the changes and close the dialogue box, or Cancelto
leave without making any changes.
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To view the status of interfaces that have already been configured, click on Status...
which will open the status window:

=] PCI Slot 2: Intel PRO/1000
IPaddress | 192.168.1.7
Netmask | 255.255.255.0
Hardware address | 04:B3:D5:04:F0:04
Gateway |  192.168.1.1
Activity at 100Mops
K|/ Full duplex| /]
Active|/ Polarity | /|
Transmit frames 789 i
Transmit errors | 0
Receive frames 959 i
Receive errors I 0
Close

The window will update:

The link speed.
Measured in bits per second (bps).

The link status.

Ordinarily this will be OKand active when the network cable is plugged into a
working network socket. The duplex and polarity will depend on the equipment
at the far end of the network cable.

The transmit and receive counters.

Every frame received or sent is counted, and any that are reported with errors
by the interface will also be counted, with the ratio of the two counts being
shown as a bar graph to the right. Ordinarily there should be no errors and the
bar graphs are solid green.

ClickCloseto finish using the status window.
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Setting the routing options

1 Click on theRoutingicon in the Internet configuration window to display the
routing options:

]| Routing
Gateway | 192.168.1.1] |

| Actasan|P router [’;ﬂ

__| Run RouteD Routes file
Cancel || Set |

2 If you have a connection to the wider internet via a gateway machine, enter the
IP address into the Gatewayfield. For broadband internet connections, this is
often the address of the modem.

If you selected DHCP when setting up your primary interface, leave the gateway
blank; the correct value will be obtained automatically.

3 If necessary, set the other options in the dialogue box:

Act as an IP router - this lets your machine act as a gateway if you've got
more than one network interface.

Run RouteD - on more complex network setups the routes between
networks can be distributed centrally so that they are always up to date.
Enable this option to run theroute daemon(RouteD) in the background to
continuously check for changes to the known routes. Pressing Menu will
allow you to set the RouteD options; consult the network manager for any
special options required, otherwise use the def aul t setting.

Routes file - this lets you specify more advanced routing information.
Double-click on the icon to edit the default file, or drag a custom Routes
file onto the icon to replace the default.

4 Click onSetto confirm the changes and close the dialogue box, or Cancelto
leave without making any changes.
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Setting the Host name

The host names dialogue box allows more memorable names to be used whenever
an IP address is required, for example when setting up the gateway on page 173
you could use the name of the gateway machine rather than numbers.

1 Click onHost namesto display the eponymous dialogue box:

[l Host names |

Host name | Jupiter |
Local domain | |

Primary name server l 88.88 |

Secondary name server | |

Tertiary name server | |

Try name server too [/ (after the "Hosts' file)
Name resolver module |  Resolver (Acorn) |

Hosts file Cancel || Set |

2 TypeinaHost name of your choosing. Your network manager will be able to
tell you if there is a Local domainset up, for example it could be the name of
the site for a company with several offices.

3 Host names will always be searched for in the Hosts file first. The Hosts file is
initially empty. To declare the names of hosts on your network, you can either
drag an existing Hosts file onto the Hosts fileicon in the dialogue box, or
double-click the Hosts fileicon to edit the default version.

4 When no match is found in the Hosts file you can use aname resolverto try to
turn a name into an IP address. To enable this click on Try name server too
and select an installed resolver module from the drop down list:

Acorn’s Resolver module (default)
Gnome's Resolve module

Adam Goodfellow’s InetDB
Stewart Brodie's DNSResolve

Finally, enter the IP address of at least one server set up to perform name
resolution and designated the Primary name server. For broadband internet

connections, this is often the address of the modem (and the gateway).
Secondary and tertiary ones can be set should the primary one be unavailable.

5 Click on Setto confirm the changes and close the dialogue box, or Cancelto
leave without making any changes.
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Editing the User options script

All of the options set from the Network dialogue boxes are automatically saved in
CMOS RAM or in scripts. Do not manually edit any of these scripts as it may
prevent the Network setup plug-in from reading them.

When the computer is turned on these automatically generated scripts are run
first, then afterwards the User optionsscript is run. Experienced users may wish to
set up custom configurations using this script.

Double-click the User optionsicon to open the options script in a text editor.

Saving your Network Configuration

Having closed the dialogue boxes in which you made configuration changes, you
should now have returned to the top level Network setup plug-in:

is]| Network configuration

# = @

Econet  Access  Internet

(] (-] Q
Cancel || Save |

To save your configuration click on Save which will change certain CMOS RAM
settings and generate scripts inside the Boot application. When it is finished you
will be prompted to Reset now orReset later; the new configuration will only take
effect when you restart the computer, but this can be deferred if necessary.

To discard the configuration changes you made, click on Cancel .
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17

OmniClient '°

mniClient provides a simple, consistent desktop filer for network-based filing

systems. It enables you to store and retrieve files on both ‘native’ RISC OS file
servers and file servers hosted on other operating systems, whether they are on the

local area network (LAN) or wider internet.

Examples of the server types that you can connect to via OmniClient include:
Windows LAN Manager (SMB protocol)
UNIX Network File Server (NFS protocol)
Acorn Access (Access protocol)
AUN Level 4 (Econet protocol)
Supplementary protocols provided by third party client modules

Selecting OmniClient'’s protocols

Before starting OmniClient for the first time, it is necessary to review which
protocol modules it will attempt to load each time it is run.

The protocol module selection is made in the Obey file ! Omi . Fi |l es. Start up

inside the application directory, and OmniClient itself is in the Apps directory on
your hard disc or network. Protocol modules can reside in ROM or be held in
''Omi . RVBt ore , though only those in ROM can be used to boot from.

Loading the startup file into Edit will show the current list of enabled and disabled
protocol modules near the top. Enabled protocols have their respective variable
setto 1, while any set to 0 will not be loaded. For example, to enable the LAN
Manager change its selection line to say:

Set Eval Omi $LanMan 1

Save any changes you have made. There are other protocol configuration options
also saved in the startup file, which are covered in the section The Startup file on

page 186.

Starting OmniClient

To start the application, double-click on the !IOmni application icon. The
application icon appears on the icon bar.
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Using OmniClient

Displaying available file servers

Click on the OmniClient icon displayed on the lefthand side of your icon bar, or
chooseFS listfrom the icon bar menu.

There will be a short delay while OmniClient checks the network for active file
servers, then a window will open with those which are available for you to access.
The different icons represent different protocol types that the servers use.

X Network servers 5
s s 4 /
4 4 4
inspiron jupiter malory
4 4 4
mars neptune NetApps L
4 4 4
oak officeauto thinkpad |
s S S [

Sorting the file server window

The Filer menu on the file server window gives you the familiar display choices of
Large icons andSmall icons, as well as aFull Infodisplay which contains more
detailed information about each type of server. It also allows you to sort the servers
by server name or protocol.

Servers Display
Display ~ Large icons
Connect 'saturn’ |/ Small icons

/ Auto discover Full info
Savechoices [~ TTTTTTTTTTTT
/ Sort by name
Sort by protocol

File server discovery

By default OmniClient automatically asks each enabled protocol to search the
network for active file servers. To skip this discovery step turn off Auto discoverin

the Servers menu. In future, only mounts that you have saved will appear in the list
of available file servers.

The selected display and discovery options can be retained for the next time you
run OmniClient by choosing Save choicesfrom the Servers menu.
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Mounting a file server
Afile server can be mounted
by clicking on a file server icon in the list of file servers
by choosing a pre-saved file server from the icon bar icon menu

by filling in a Mount dialogue box from the icon bar Mounts menu (this is for
file servers which do not appear on the list of file servers)

by specifying the file server to be automatically mounted (including the
password if required) in the startup file.

Mounting a file server from the file server window

To connect to a particular server, double-click on its icon; either you will be
connected directly with the server, and a directory display for the mount will
appear, or a Mount dialogue box will be displayed:

EX Network servers 5
Aly ALy ALy /
4 4 4
i i iinitar malarn
s pirc Mount 'LAN Manager' server

e

Name | Tom

Directory path|SharedDocs

User name | guest
Password| -1

A

mars Server name | inspiron
.
A

oak

.y
o

__|Open Cancel |Conneci|

The Namefield will be shown under the mount's icon on the icon bar, and can be
any name of your choosing not already used. The Server name will be pre-filled.

The optional Directory path is needed by some protocols to choose from several
mount pointsthat are on one server, in this example the SharedDocs directory is just
one of several directories shared by Tom. The User name and Password fields are
often not needed on an unsecured local area network; ask the owner of the
computer if user level access permission is needed or not.

Mounting a pre-saved file server from the icon bar icon menu

If you have already mounted a file server, or saved the details of a mount in the
Mounts file (see the section The Mounts file on page 184) then you can go to the
Mountssubmenu to display the (partially) completed dialogue box for that mount.
All you will have to enter is the password, if one is expected.
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This enables easy access to regularly accessed file servers.

OmniClient

Info =

FS list Mounts
h Save mounts
Bye Protocols
Abou neptune P
Dismoun NetApps >
Ope mars P

Mount 'Level 4' server

Server

User

Password

_[open

Name | oak

name | oak

name | user|

Delatel Cancal| Oonnecll

Mounting a file server which is not displayed in the file server window

If you need to mount a file server that is not displayed in the list of file servers, you
can go to the Protocolssubmenu and click on one of the available protocols
displayed. A dialogue box will then appear (with a default user) enabling you to
enter all the necessary details before attempting to mount the file server.

For example:

Mount 'NFS' server |

OmniClient

Info [

FS list Mounts

r~ Save mounts Protocols

Bye ST LAN Manager
o e T T

Dismoun NetApps > Arn Access

Open mars B

Free oak ™~

Narne“

Server name
Directory path

User name
Password

Authenticator
_Jopen

user

The Authenticatorfield is needed for the UNIX Network File System protocol to
specify a second server where the user name and password can be verified. If you
don't know the authenticator, enter nobody as the User name which will cause

NFS to try to log in anonymously with limited access using a UID of 32767 and GID

of 9999.

Mounting a file server automatically

You can mount one or more file servers automatically on starting up OmniClient by

appending a list of mount alias names at the end of the OmniClient startup file. The
list of mount names must follow the command * Omi Munt , for example:

*Omi Mount
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A mount alias is simply the name that appears under a mounted server icon on
your icon bar and is the same as used for the Namefield in the Mount dialogue

box.

When the OmniClient application is started each called out mount alias is looked
for in the mounts file (see the section The Mounts file on page 184). If the mount is
with a filing system or server that needs no password, or if the password is in the
mounts file, the mount will be accessed immediately and an icon will appear on
the icon bar. If the mount requires a password, a Mount dialogue box is displayed
for you to fill in.

It is also possible to have OmniClient use every mount alias in the mounts files
without calling out each one individually using the command:

*Omi Mount  -al |

After you have mounted a file server

When you have successfully logged on to a file server, an OmniClient icon with the
name (i.e. the mount alias) of the new mount will appear on the icon bar. This now
behaves like any other drive icon; if you click Select on it a directory display for the
root of the mount will be opened with the Filer.

Enable the Openoption in the Mount dialogue to automatically open the directory
display when OmniClient first mounts the server.

Displaying available servers

After you have established a mount, to display the list of available servers you
must either choose FS listfrom the OmniClient icon bar icon menu, or click Adjust
(not Select) on the OmniClient icon.

Icon bar menu

OmniClient Info

Info P

FS list This gives you information about the OmniClient application, and each of the
Mounts » loaded protocols.
Bye
""""""" FS list
About >
Dismount Displays the network server window, as described on page 178.
Open'$'
Free... Mounts

Opens a submenu where previously saved mounts can be selected and new
mounts established, as described on page 179.
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Bye
Disconnects from all mounts that OmniClient has currently has open.
About

This gives you a summary of the connection information for the specific mount that
you clicked Menu on.

About this 'LAN Manager' mount |
Name | Tom
Server name | inspiron
Directory path | SharedDocs
User name | GUEST

Dismount

Disconnects the specific mount that you clicked Menu on.

Open '$’

Opens the user root directory for the specific mount that you clicked Menu on.
Free...

This opens a dialogue box that gives you information about the free and used
space on the specific mount that you clicked Menu on.

m[%]  Free space on LanMan::inspiron |
Free 3068MBytes I

Used  71GBytes [N
sze  74GBytes | NN

Printing through an OmniClient protocol

Some protocol modules also provide remote printing facilities for networked

printers which may be added through the Printer Manager as described in the
section Manually loading a printer definition file on page 192.

1 Click Menu over the Printer control window and choose the Connection...
option. This displays the Connections window.

Click on the File radio icon.

Enter a filename of the following form:
Omi Print#FilingSystem Server; Printer;
User; Passwor d; Opti ons; Si ze:

4 Save the new printers configuration.
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The fields you must fill in are the Fi | i ngSyst em ,Server andPrinter names,
although the latter two may be the same for some situations. Note that User
Password ,Options andSize are all optional fields.

The filename mustend with a colon. Any filename given is ignored - the critical
data is contained in the special field between the ‘# and ' symbols.

Examples:

Omi Print#NFS; ni xi e; | p;fsmth:
Omi Print #LanMan; xeon; phot ocopi er; guest ; guest :

For protocols that require the file size prior to the transmission of any data, an
optional field Si ze can be included in the special field.

Unusual characters in printer names

Any characters in the special field which are illegal in RISC OS filenames should be
encoded as follows:

RISC OS character Encoded form

Space ~_ (underscore)
" ~' (apostrophe)
| (solidus) ~1 (lowercase L)

~1 (number one)

, (comma) ~.

The encoded form will be translated by OmniClient before contacting the network
printer.

Quitting OmniClient

To quit OmniClient, click on the Task Manager icon on the icon bar to display the
Tasks window, click Menu over the OmniClient entry and choose Task/Quit,
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Advanced OmniClient configuration

The Mounts file

The mounts file contains the details of any mounts you have specified. The file is
saved in the Choices directory as Omi . Mount s when you choose Mounts/Save

mountsfrom the OmniClient icon bar menu.

Mounts file contents

Each line of the mounts file contains information for one mount. Usually this will
be all the information needed to connect a mount with the exception of the user’s
password, although this can be supplied if you are happy it is not a security
problem.

The fields on each line are separated by a comma and white space of any sort other
than a new line. The trailing fields on a line may be left off if the null string is to be

used. Any line beginning with a ‘#' character is treated as a comment, and will be
lost if the file is next saved from OmniClient’'s menu.

Below is an example mounts file:

# Mount list saved by OmiCient at 16:14:54 on 08 Nov 2014
#

# Protocol, Alias, Flags, Server, Path, User, Pass, Auth

#

LanMan, Tom L, i nspi ron, Shar edDocs, guest

Net , Net Apps, L, Net Apps, , Fred, | et mei n

Net , oak, P, oak, , Fred

Access, mars, HL, nars, , Fred

In the previous example the mount called NetApps could be mounted without
typing a password (it has the one it needs). Also, note that Access does not require
a password or authenticator to gain access to a hard disc or CD-ROM.

A null password can be represented in the mounts file with "" (i.e. two
double-quotes without any spaces). This could be used where a guest account has
no password, and the user doesn't wish to be prompted for a password to be
entered.
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Flags in the mounts file

The third column in the mounts file sets the flags field:

Letter Feature
L Locked

P Preset

H Hidden

O Open

Meaning

Mounts with this flag present do not get
saved into the user mounts file.

Mounts with this flag present do not appear
in the mounts list submenu unless they are
currently connected.

Allows extra servers/mounts to be presented
in the network servers window - perhaps
non-local servers which protocols cannot
automatically scan for.

This flag has a higher priority than Hidden,
and mounts file entries that mistakenly have
both set will be treated as Preset.

Mounts with this flag present do not appear
in the mounts list submenu, in the ‘servers’
window, or on the icon bar.

It is provided to allow for 'system' mounts
which are used in a networked boot
sequence (e.g. scrap area) but which remain
hidden from the user. In conjunction with the
Locked flag this permits system level
complexity to be hidden by the network
manager.

Note that the Hidden flag will not prevent
servers/mounts appearing in the ‘servers’
window that have been auto-located by a
network scan (if this is enabled, see section
File server discovery gn page 178).

Mounts with this flag present will not
automatically be opened when mounted.
This is the default feature flag.

Note that Preset and Hidden are mutually exclusive, since the purpose of Preset is
to have mounts that cannot be located automatically (for whatever reason) appear
in the servers window, and the purpose of Hidden is to stop them appearing.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026

185



RISC OS / USER GUIDE ADVANCED OMNICLIENT CONFIGURATION

Using more than one mounts file

If your computer is moved between networks and you wish to use an alternate set
of mounts for the current network, it is possible to temporarily load extra mounts
into memory in addition to the user mount file from the Choices directory.

Use the* Omi LoadMounts command to do this.

The Startup file

The startup file contains protocol settings to configure OmniClient when run. The
file is saved in! Omi . Fil es. Startup which you may have already edited to
enable or disable protocol modules as described on page 177.

Default user names

TheOmi $User system variable sets the default user name used in Mount
dialogue boxes.

You can also use the system variable Omi $User Fi | i ngSyst em to set the value

of the user name on a per filing system basis. If the variable is not set but
Omi $User is set then the value of this will be used as the default user name.

For example:

Omi $User NFS fsmith
Omi $User Fred

This would fill in the User name field with Fred’s UNIX name for the Network Filing
System, and simply ‘Fred’ for all other protocols.
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18 Setting up printers =

Il printing is handled by the Printer Manager, !Printers. This provides an
interface between your printer and the file that is being printed.

Before you start printing, you need to set up the Printer Manager so that it is using
the correct printer driver for your printer and communicates correctly with it.

If your printer is already set up correctly you can skip this chapter and find out how
to print files by referring to Printing your files on page 207.

This chapter tells you how to
set up and connect your printer
choose which printer driver to use

configure the printer driver.

Setting up the printer
Before you can print from your computer, you need three things:
a suitable printer
a printer cable, with connectors for the computer and the printer
an appropriate printer driver

If you are connecting to a network printer, you'll need to make sure that you have
the appropriate network connection for your computer. Contact your network
manager for more information.

Types of printer supported

Your supplier will advise you on suitable printers for your computer. RISC OS
supports most types of popular dot matrix, inkjet, and laser printers. It also
supports laser printers using the PostScript standard.
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The following printers are among those supported:

Acorn JP150 Apple Imagewriter

ArcFax modem fax machine Brother HL series

Canon Bubblejet series Citizen Swift series

ENCAD NovalJet Epson EX, FX, JX & LX series
Epson MX & LQ series Epson EPL series

Epson Stylus Colour Fujitsu printers

HP LaserJet & DeskJet series IBM Proprinter series
Integrex Colourjet Linotype 100 and 200 printers
Mannesmann Tally MT series NEC P series

Olivetti JP series Panasonic printers

QMS ColourScript Qume ScripTEN

Ricoh 6000 series Star DP, LC & XB series

Star Laser Printers Tl OmnilLaser printer

Most PostScript colour and monochrome laser printers

Other printers

If your printer is not on this list, check your printer's manual for more information
because often your printer can be run in emulation mode. Most dot matrix printers
can emulate the Epson FX or LQ printer. Most non-PostScript laser printers can
emulate the HP LaserJet or DeskJet printers.

Printer Manager also supports direct-drive printers. These are high performance
printers that connect directly to the computer using a specialised expansion card.

Connecting the printer

Universal Serial Bus

Your supplier will be able to advise you on which cables are suitable for connecting
to a USB printer; the cable has a different shaped plug at each end so it is only
possible to connect it one way round. Once connected the computer will detect the
printer and query it to find out which model it is.

Serial and parallel

If your printer can use either of these types of connection, prefer to use the parallel
port (it's quicker!). Your supplier will be able to advise you on which cables are
suitable - a standard 25 pin male D-Sub to 36 pin Centronics printer cable will
usually work for parallel, serial cables have either 9 or 25 pins depending on the
printer and always a 9 pin female D-Sub to connect to the computer.
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Econet and NFS

If you are connected to a network of computers, you may have access to a network
printer or printer server. Consult your network manager for more information.

Direct drive
Direct drive printers connect to their own expansion card inside the computer.
Consult the instructions provided with the card on how to proceed with connecting

this to the printer.

Loading the Printer Manager

In this section we assume that you have connected your printer to one of the
communication ports on your computer or that you're using a printer on a network.

The Printer Manager application, !Printers, provides an interface between the
printer and your application software (an editor or word processor, for example).
It's used for printing files, and to provide printer support for applications. To do
this it uses printer definition files (often called printer drivers) to tell the computer

what type of printer you are using.
1 Double-click on the IPrinters icon (it's in the Apps icon bar directory).
i After a few seconds the Printer Manager icon appears on the icon bar.
2 Click Menu over the Printers icon on the icon bar and choose Printer control...
which displays the Printer control panel:

o/

=1 B4 | Printer control
Name Type Connection  Status

EEEE
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Loading a printer definition file

For a USB connected printer, ensure the printer is switched on. Printer Manager
will communicate with the printer and attempt to select the right printer driver, if
this succeeds the driver is installed and you can move directly to Configuring the
printeron page 193.

Unrecognised printers will result in Printer Manager asking how best to proceed:

[ New printers found by Printer Manager ]
/

The following printers have been detected but
have no mapping to a printer definition. You
can drag a preferred definition in place of the
default one below.

| PrintDets:Generic‘TextOnIM | 04B8:0005
Defer | Show definitions || Set |

The 8 digits (in this example, 04B8:0005) displayed uniquely identify the make and
model of printer you have which may be useful when talking to your supplier.

==l

If you know the name of the printer driver, for example your supplier has

recommended which to use, type the name of the printer driver file at the caret
then click Set

To browse the other available drivers click Show definitionsto open the printer

definition resources, select a suitable printer driver, then drop it onto the writable
icon to replace the default filename. Once done, click Setto confirm the selection.

Should you be unsure at this time, click Deferto close the window. Printer
Manager will ask again next time the printer is plugged in and powered on.

Manually loading a printer definition file
To load a printer definition file:

1 Chooselnstall new printer from the icon bar menu. This opens the printer
definition resources.

Open the directory that corresponds with the manufacturer of your printer.

Double-click on the appropriate printer definition file.

The definition file will have a similar name to that of your printer. See Choosing
a printer type below.

The printer name appears in the control window.
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4 If you want to have more than one printer loaded, double-click on additional
printer definition files.

[ B Printer control 0
Name Type Connection  Status f=
JP 150 Acorn JP 150 Parallel Active 7

[

Choosing a printer type

You should choose the printer definition file that is closest to the printer you have.
If there isn't a file specific to your printer, you may be able to choose one that's
compatible. 9-pin dot matrix printers can usually emulate the Epson FX printer,
while 24-pin dot matrix printers can usually emulate the Epson LQ printer; your
printer manual should give details.

Non-PostScript laser printers can often emulate the HP LaserJet, or have a
compatibility mode that emulates the HP LaserJet (or DeskJet); again, your printer
manual should give details.

Configuring the printer

After you have loaded your printer driver, you must choose the correct printer
configuration to give the results you want.

To display the configuration window, either double-click on the printer driver in the
printer control window, or click Menu on the printer entry and choose Configure .

Control

i | Pl Connection... O
Name Type Shared ion  Status :

JP 150 Acorn JP 150 Active -

Inactive B
Remove
Duplicate

Selectall
Clear selection

If you want to change the configuration of a printer that is already on the icon bar,
click on the printer icon on the bar while holding down Shift.

There are three classes of printers:
PostScript compatible printers (type PS)
LaserJet and DeskJet compatible printers (type LJ)
Dot matrix and Inkjet printers (type DP)

The following subsections describe how to configure each type of printer.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 193



RISC OS / USER GUIDE CONFIGURING THE PRINTER

Configuring dot matrix and inkjet printers

Dot matrix and inkjet-type printers use the Bit image printer configuration window:

N Bit image printer configuration
Name | EX-800 |
Type | Epson EX-800 Colour

Paper | A4 (Generic DP) H
Printer options

Resolution | 120 by 72 dpi |

Paper feed | Auto Hl

Quality | Colour, diffused H
Text printing options
Print title _|

Print line numbers |
Print linefeeds [y
Text quality | Draft
Control codes | Standard

Cancel Advanced | OK |

[=if (=i}

Choosing the printer name and paper type

TheNamebox gives the name that will appear beneath the printer icon on the icon
bar. You can change this, if you wish, or leave it blank (in which case, the name is
set to the connection type, e.g. Parallel).

ThePaperbox gives the paper size to be used by the printer. This is usually

A4 (Generic DP). If you want to change the paper size, click on the menu icon; this
displays the Paper sizes menu. Choose the alternative paper size you wish to use.
The correct paper sizes are marked Generic DP . You can also generate other page
sizes using the Edit paper sizes... option from the icon bar menu (see page 204).

Printer options

Resolution | To display the printer Resolution menu, click on the menu icon. Increasing the
60by72dpi | resolution usually gives a better quality image, but printing usually takes longer.

“123:35 | Note that some high resolutions (e.g. 720dpi on an Epson Stylus colour printer)
| . . . .
120 by 216 dgi are only useful on special paper; see the manual supplied with your printer.

240by72dpl | To display the Paper feed menu, click on the menu icon. This menu lets you
240 by 144dp:| choose between Auto, Manual and Roll paper feed. Choose Autoif your printer has
| 240y 216 dpi |, 1ot feeder or uses fanfold paper. Choose Manualif you have to insert each
page by hand while printing is under way; you are prompted to insert paper at the
end of each page. Choose Roll if your printer is using a paper roll.
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TheQuality menu lets you choose the type of printout quality. Click on the menu
icon to display the menu.

Mono prints black and white output only. It does not halftone fonts or sprites;
it only halftones Draw files. This is the fastest print mode.

Grey prints pictures in shades of grey. It halftones all types of files. You should
always choose this option, unless speed of printing is more important than
print quality, in which case choose Monoinstead.

Colourprints in colour on colour printers. Only use the lower quality modes
(32k or 256 colours) if you're short of memory. You'll get the best results using
the 16 million colour options.

halftoned (fine) prints in 3x3 pixel halftones for grey scales and colour.

halftoned prints in 6x6 pixel halftones. (Large) halftones give better quality
than fine halftones.

diffused usually gives the best quality results, especially for grey scale
pictures (try halftone, as well, though). However it takes longer to print than
the halftone options.

Text printing options

These options control the way text is printed from an editor (such as Edit).

Text printing options
Print tite _|
Print line numbers |
Print linefeeds [/
Text quality | Draft i)
Control codes | Standard A

Print title puts the filename, time, date, and page number at the top of each page.
Print line numbers puts line numbers at the beginning of each line.

Print linefeeds sends a linefeed to the printer (as well as a carriage return) at the
end of each line. If you find that your printer is producing a blank line after each
line of text, you should turn this optionoff. If your printer is printing everything on
one line, then you should turn this option on,

Quality TheText qualitymenu controls the quality of the output print. Text quality can be
v No highlights | ejther No highlights, Draft orNLQ (near letter quality). NLQ looks better but takes
3?3 longer to print. (NLQ also uses more ink so the printer consumables run out
quicker).
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__Codes | TheControl codesmenu alters the way in which text files are printed. This should

v Standard
Display
Ignore

normally be set to Standard . Display causes all control codes and top-bit-set
characters to be printed in hexadecimal notation. Ignore causes all control codes

and top-bit-set characters to be ignored.

When you have finished configuring your printer, click on OK_ |f you want to exit
without saving your changes, click on Cancel.

Configuring LaserJet and DeskJet printers

~
-~
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LaserJet is the collective name given to all laser printers that can emulate the
HP LaserJet printer.

LaserJet printer configuration
Name | LsJet II[ |
Type | HP LaserJet Il
Paper | A4 (Generic L) il
Printer options
Resolution | 150 by 150 dpi H
Paper feed | Auto Hl
Quality | Grey, halftoned H
Text printing options
Print tite _|
Print line numbers |
Page orientation | Portrait Hl
Control codes |~ Standard H
Cancel Advanced. OK |

Choosing the printer name and paper type

TheNamebox gives the name that will appear beneath the printer icon on the icon
bar. You can change this, if you wish, or leave it blank.

ThePaperbox gives the paper size to be used by the printer. This is usually

A4 (Generic LJ) in Europe; if you are using a DeskJet explicitly change this to

A4 (Generic DeskJet). If you want to change the paper size, click on the menu icon;
this displays the Paper sizes menu. Choose the alternative paper size you wish to
use. The paper sizes marked Generic LJare usually best for LaserJet type printers;
paper sizes marked Generic DeskJetare usually best for DeskJet type printers
(including the Acorn JP150). It is also possible to generate other page sizes using
the Edit paper sizes... option from the icon bar menu; see page 204 for more
details.
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Printer options

Resolution To display the printer Resolution menu, click on the menu icon. Increasing the
75 by 75 dpi resolution usually gives a better quality image, but printing usually takes longer.
/150by 150dpi | Most modern LaserJets (and LaserJet copies and clones) can use 300x300dpi.
300by 300dpi | gome early models (LaserJet and LaserJet Il) do not contain enough memory to
print full page graphics at full resolution; in this case use 150x150dpi or purchase
more memory.

Paperfeed | To display thePaper feedmenu, click on the menu icon. The menu lets you
v Auto choose between Auto and Manual paper feed. Choose Autoif your printer has a
Manual sheet feeder or uses fanfold paper. Choose Manualif you have to insert each page

by hand during printing.

Quality TheQuality menu lets you choose the type of printout quality. Click on the menu

Mono, smallhalftone | i to display the menu.
Mono, large halftone

Grey, small halftone Mono prints black and white output only. It does not halftone fonts or sprites;
v Grey, large halfone it only halftones Draw files.
Grey, error diffused

Grey prints pictures in shades of grey. It halftones all types of files. Unless
speed of printing is more important than print quality, choose this in
preference to Mono

Colourprints in colour on colour printers. Only use the lower quality modes
(32k or 256 colours) if you're short of memory. You'll get the best results using
the 16 million colour options.

halftoned (fine) prints in 3x3 pixel halftones for grey scales and colour.

halftoned prints in 6x6 pixel halftones. (Large) halftones give better quality
than fine halftones.

diffused usually gives the best quality results, especially for grey scale
pictures (try halftone, as well, though). However it takes longer to print than
the halftone options.

Text printing options

The text printing options control the way text is printed from an editor (e.g. Edit).

Text printing options
Print tite _|
Print line numbers _ |
Page orientation | Portrait i
Control codes | Standard |

Print title puts the filename, time, date, and page number at the top of each page.
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Print line numbersgives each page line numbers.

Orientation | ThePage orientation menu gives you a choice between portrait or landscape
v Portrait orientation text. Portrait prints along the shorter side of the paper while landscape
Landscape | prints along the longer side.

Codes. | TheControl codesmenu alters the way in which text files are printed. This should
v Standard | normally be set to Standard . Display causes all control codes and top-bit-set
Display characters to be printed in hexadecimal notation. Ignore causes all control codes

Ignore and top-bit-set characters to be ignored.

When you have finished configuring your printer, click on OKthen save the setup
as described on page 203. If you want to exit without saving your changes, click on
Cancel .

Configuring PostScript printers

===4 PostScriptis the name given to all laser printers that are PostScript-compatible.

"J PostScript printer configuration
Name | PoScript?] }
Type | PostScript Level 2
Paper | A4 (Generic PS) |
Printer options
Feed | Auto il

Colour _|
Verbose prologue _ |
Accent generation _|

Text printing options
Print tite _ |
Print line numbers _ |
Text scale %
Text columns ﬁ l
Page orientation | Portrait °T|
Control codes | Standard °f|

Cancel | Advanced OK

Choosing the printer name and paper type

TheNamebox gives the name that will appear beneath the printer icon on the icon
bar. You can change this if you wish, or leave it blank.

ThePaperbox gives the paper size to be used by the printer. This is usually A4
(Generic PS). If you want to change the paper size, click on the menu icon; this
displays the Paper sizes menu. Choose the alternative paper size you wish to use.
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The paper sizes marked Generic PSare usually best for PostScript type printers. It
is also possible to generate other page sizes using the Edit paper sizes... option

from the icon bar menu; see page 204 for more details.

Printer options

Paper feed To display the Paper feed menu, click on the menu icon. Normally the Paper feed

v Auto option should be set toAuto . |f you are feeding paper or envelopes through the
Manual manual feed choose Manual .

Choose Colourif you are printing in colour on a colour PostScript device.

ChooseVerbose prologue if you wish to declare all of the PostScript printer fonts.

This option gives you the same prologue as that used by the RISC OS 2.00 printer
drivers; it is included for backward compatibility only. Do not choose this option
unless your application requires it.

The Accent generation option will automatically generate accented characters
even if they are not supported by your printer. Unless you need to print unusual
accented characters such as w or y circumflex (used in Welsh) leave Accent
generation off, as it slows printing and does not work with printers with small
internal memory.

Text printing options

The text printing options allow you to control the way text is printed from an editor
(such as Edit).

Text printing options
Print tite |
Print line numbers _ |
Text scale [ 100 |%
Text columns 1 H
Page orientation IW ﬂ
Control codes | Standard “fj|

Print title puts the filename, time, date, and page number at the top of each page.

Print line numbers gives each page line numbers.

You can adjust the size of the printed type by giving a Text scale factor. PostScript

printers have a wide range of available sizes, so you can scale the text from 20% to
200%. 100% gives standard sizes, 200% gives twice the size, and 50% gives half the
size (twice as many characters per inch). Invalid sizes reset the text size to 100%.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 199



RISC OS / USER GUIDE CONFIGURING THE PRINTER CONNECTION

_Texteolumns | 1 © display the Text columns menu, click on the menu icon. Text columns specifies

V1 the number of columns of text to be printed on each sheet of paper. The Printer
2 Manager defaults to one column for portrait printing and two for landscape
3 printing.
4
5 To display the Page orientation menu, click on the menu icon. Page orientation

allows choice of portrait or landscape orientation text. Portrait prints along the
shorter side of the paper while landscape prints along the longer side.

Note: If you change this setting, the Text scaleand Text columns values are reset
to default values suitable for the current orientation.

Codes | TheControl codes menu alters the way in which text files are printed. This should
v Standard | normally be set to Standard . Display causes all control codes and top-bit-set
Display characters to be printed in hexadecimal notation. Ignore causes all control codes

Ignore and top-bit-set characters to be ignored.

When you have finished configuring your printer, click on OKthen save the setup

as described on page 203. If you want to exit without saving your changes, click on
Cancel

Configuring the printer connection

Control | Onceyou have loaded the printer driver, you need to set it up so that it can
Configure... communicate with the printer.
Shared Click Menu over the Printer control window. (If you are on an Access network and
Active wish to share the printer connected to your machine, choose Shared .)
Inactive . . . .
Romors Choose Connection... to display the Connections window.
Duplicate
Select all

Clear selection
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If you want to change the printer connection of a printer that is already set up on
the icon bar, Shift-Adjust-click on the printer’s icon.

Ix]| Connections
Printal'l LW II NTX
__|Print in the background
Connection
J Parallel Detect errors
) Serial Baudrate | 1200
Data bits 8 bits
Parity None
Stop bits 2 bits
X-On/X-Off
® econe P
NFS Sever [ |
Printer
Username |
Options ]
Universal Serial Bus 0000:0000
) Direct drive
JFile | null |
Append to file

Cancel || Set |

Printer connection options

The printer driver can send printed output to the printer using one of the
connection methods described in Connecting the printer on page 190, or it can save

printer output to a file for printing later.

Some of the options may be ‘greyed out’ so that you cannot choose them if that
interface isn't present or is disabled on your computer.

Print in background allows you to choose whether you want to define the printer
and printing speed as a high or low priority task. If the box is ticked printing can be
slower, although you can continue to use the computer while the printing takes
place. If this option is not ticked, printing can be quicker, although you will usually
have to wait for printing to finish before you can use the computer again. This
option only works with applications that send their files to the print queue; some
applications bypass the queue.

Parallel allows you to connect a printer to the parallel port.
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Serial allows you to connect a printer to the serial port. You can set the Baud rate,
Data bits, Parity, Stop bits and XON/XOFF. To alter the values, click on the menu
icon and choose a new value. Consult your printer manual for the correct values.

@ Serial Baud rate | 57600 | *f|
Data bits | 8bits | *F|
Parity [ None | °f|
Stopbits [ 1bit | *F|
X-On/x-off |

Econetallows you to connect to a Econet network printer. To use a different
printer, click on the menu icon. Alternatively you can type in the name or station
number of the printer to use.

NFSallows you to connect to printers available on UNIX Network File Server
networks. For an explanation of how to fill in the NFS fields, ask your network
manager. Alternatively, you may find it more convenient to use OmniClient to print
using NFS, which is described in more detail in the section Printing through an
OmniClient protocol gn page 182.

@® NFS Server: | eddison|
Printer: ps
Username: | slepla
Options:

Universal Serial Bus allows you to select a USB printer. The 8 digits displayed
uniquely identify the make and model of printer you have.

Direct drive allows you to connect a direct drive printer to the computer.

File allows you to send printer output to a file. Type the name of the file into the
File field (using the complete pathname). Alternatively click on the menu icon and
drag the Save asbox to the desired directory display; your output will now be
directed to this file.

Append to file works in conjunction with the File option. It adds printer output to

the end of the file. Using this you can print several small files and produce a single
file of the printed result. You must have Printer Manager loaded during printing,
otherwise printing will over overwrite the file, rather than append to it.
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Activating the printer

Control The Printer control menu allows you to make a printer Inactive, so that it can’t be
Configure... used and is not displayed on the icon bar. However, its settings are saved so you
Connection... can used it later by simply choosing Active
Shared
You can remove a printer from the Printer control window permanently by
Inactive choosingRemove followed by Save choicesfrom the icon bar menu.

Remove

Duplicate Using more than one printer

Solect al If you have dragged more than one printer to the Printer control window you can
Clear selection

activate them all. A printer icon is displayed on the icon bar for each active printer.
This facility can be useful if you have a printer connected directly to your computer,
and you also have access to another printer connected via a network.

Although you can have many printers activated on the icon bar, only one of these
printers is highlighted; all of the others are greyed out. When you click on the Print
option in an application, the file to be printed is sent to the highlighted printer.

You can choose to print using a different printer by clicking on that printer’s icon
on the icon bar. This highlights the new printer driver and greys out the old one.

"Ml & o & o ¢

HardDiscd :0 Apps JP 150 EX-800 LsJetlll PoScript2

You can also print using any of the printer drivers (highlighted or not) by dragging
files directly onto the desired printer’s icon.

Using one printer with more than one configuration

When several similar configurations for one printer are needed, for example to
output to different paper trays, the Printer control menu can be used to Duplicate

the current printer. You can then make any changes to the configuration for the
duplicate, and activate and deactivate each variant as described above.
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Editing paper sizes

Papat sizes 1 You can, if you wish, set up new page sizes for your printer. From the icon bar
i?mw size menu, display the Edit paper sizes... dialogue box. If you use one of the standard
I size . . .
Agggz, dize paper sizes you need not read this section.
A3 paper size . . L .
v A4 (Generic DeskJet] From this dialogue box you can select your paper size by clicking on the menu icon
Ad (Generie LJ) and choosing a paper size. These are:
A4 paper size
Fanfold paper size
Legal (Generic DeskJet) AO 1 1 89X841 mm
Legal [Generic LJ) Al 841x594mm
~egal p;pe’m A2 594x420mm
Letter (Generic DeskJet)
Letter (Generic LJ) A3 420%x297mm
Letter paper size A4 297x210mm (the default option)
Fanfold  279x203mm
Legal 355.6x215.9mm
Letter 279.4%x215.9mm
IE]| Paper size
Paper size name | A4 (Generic PS) | |
Delete paper size
Units
@ milimetres ) inches
Paper size

Wit mm Heigh mm

Graphics margins
Top 8.1 mm Bottom 8.1 mm
Left 6.3 mm Right 6.3 mm

Text margins
Top 0 lines Bottom 0 lines
Left 0 chars Right 0 chars

Height 0 lines
Cancel | Save |

These are the generic types of page size. Additional sizes that fine-tune these
dimensions are also given for the various printer types: DP for dot matrix printers,
PS for PostScript printers and LJ for LaserJet and DeskJet for DeskJet printers. These
additional sizes define the Graphics and Text margins for the printers.
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Defining your own paper dimensions

Once you have selected your basic paper size you can fine-tune it to your own
requirements. Change the name inPaper size name and change the Heightand
Widthif you are using a special sized paper. Finally you can change the margins
within which text and graphics will be printed. Click on the Save box to save the

new paper dimensions for future use.

PostScript printers, and some other printers, need to know which tray to take paper
from. This information is derived from the Paper size name. The name should
therefore be in the form papersize (name), where the paper size is the size of the
paper in the paper tray. For example, Letter (memo-letter) will use paper in the
Letter tray.

Note: Don't use the plain paper sizes directly (A3 paper size for example); they are
only given to define the basic paper size. Always use a paper size defined for a
particular printer - A4 (Generic DeskJet), for example.

If you wish you can delete a paper size by selecting it and then clicking on Delete
paper size.You can only delete sizes that you have created or altered.

Graphics margins

The graphics margins must reflect the true printable area of the page (look this up
in your printer manual). The margins ensure that graphics are printed properly and
they are also used by applications (such as Draw). The margins correspond to
those of a portrait page; landscape page values are worked out automatically. The
graphics margins exist to tell the printer where to print on a piece of paper. The
margins cannot be used to move the printed result around on the page.

Text margins

Text margins are measured as relative to the printable area of the page (defined by
the graphics margins). The Left and Right margins are measured in characters and
the Top and Bottom margins measured in lines. The Heightis the total number of
lines on a page, including the text margins. If you want to move the position of the
text output on the page, alter the text margin settings.

PostScript and HP LaserJet compatible printers

For these printers, the total number of lines per page and characters per line are
determined automatically.

The printer is configured to use 10 characters per inch and 6 lines per inch in
portrait orientation and 14 characters per inch and 8.5 lines per inch in landscape
orientation.
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A LaserJet Il cannot match these defaults exactly and uses its internal font at 10
characters per inch and 6 lines per inch in portrait orientation and 16.66 characters
per inch and 8 lines per inch in landscape orientation instead.

PostScript printers determine the font size from the Text scaleand Text columns
values in the Configure dialogue box.

Changing the page length on dot matrix printers

If you require an unusual page length you should set it by altering the Text margins
Heightbox, as well as the Graphics margins. For example, if you are printing
labels, you may have six rows of labels on a sheet of A4 paper. Set the Text height
to be something like 11 lines so that the printer will form feed to the start of the
next label correctly. This is because the Text height is used to tell the printer how
long the paper is for both text and graphics printing.

Saving your choices

Printers You should save any changes you make to the settings for your printer or page
Info M sizes, otherwise you will have to go through the setting-up procedure again, next
Install new printer time you start the Printer Manager. To do this, choose Save choicesfrom the

Prinker 0N printer icon bar menu.

Queue control...

Edit paper sizes.. | Once you have saved your settings to disc, the Printer Manager automatically loads
Save choices your printer driver and page sizes each time you start it.

Quit

Creating your own Printer definition file

Advanced users can create a Printer definition file that is specifically tailored for a
particular printer. PrintEdit allows you to create a new printer driver (see page 215).
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19 Printing your files >

Il printing is handled by the Printer Manager, !Printers. The Printer Manager

looks after the job of sending the file you want printed to the printer and
making sure that it is printed correctly.

This chapter assumes that you have already set up the printer driver
configuration (or it has been set up for you) and that your computer is
connected to the printer, either directly or via a network.

If you need more information, or you wish to configure some of the more advanced
features of the Printer Manager, turn to Setting up printerson page 189.

Starting Printer Manager

Printer Manager is in the Apps icon bar directory display. To start Printer Manager,
double-click on the !Printers application icon. After a few seconds the Printer
Manager icon appears on the icon bar.

= M - ) ¢

HardDisc4 :0 Apps JP 150

If you see more than one printer icon on the icon bar you will be able to print on
more than one printer (or print in different ways on the same printer).

Printing a file
There are three ways you can print a file:

Drag the file you want printed to the printer icon

To print a Draw file, Paint file or other application file, drag the file (from a directory
display or Save asbox) onto the printer driver icon. If the application is not already
running, it will be loaded before the file is printed (as long as the Filer has ‘seen’
the application).

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 207



RISC OS / USER GUIDE

PRINTING A FILE

For example, if you want to print a Draw file, Draw will be loaded onto the icon bar.
However, Text files are printed directly (without loading Edit). While a file is being
printed, Printing appears beneath the Printer Manager icon.

I:[¢] ADFS::HardDisc4.$.Public.Extras [0
) ’

=

=]

- M

HardDiscd 0 Apps JP 150

Choose the Print option from the application’s menu

You can also print Paint and Draw files (and those of many other applications) by
selecting Printfrom the appropriate menu:

Edit Misc
Save F3 & File iy
Select | Settype >
Edit | New view
Display M| [y PRINT

Columntab fIF3
Overwrite  fIF1
Wordwrap *F5

ThePrintoption sometimes offers additional size or layout options; for example in
the Paint application:

Paint Misc
i~ Info >
Save | Sprite >
Paint M pes—— Prinﬁﬂa
Edit hml JP 150
oom b @ Landscape ) Portrait

v Grid F1 p Soale x ElEl
Scale y EE
Corner x
Corner y

(® Inches ._) Centimetres

Copies Print
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Press the Print Screen key on the keyboard

Alternatively you can press Print Screen on the keyboard. This will often lead to the
same print dialogue box as through the application’s menu.

Stopping a print job

You can stop a print job by pressing Menu over the Printer queue window and
choosing Delete entry(see page 211).

You can also stop a print job at any time by pressing Escape, although the above
method is preferable. After pressing Escape you should reset your printer (see your
printer's manual for details on how to do this); this allows the printer to be ready
for printing again. This may not work with text print jobs.

Things you can’t print

You cannot print directories and applications; if you try to do so you will see an
error message.

If you try and print a file and RISC OS cannot find the application associated with
the file, a dialogue box asks if the file should be printed as plain or fancy text.

Query from Printer Manager |

Don't know how to print DOS files; print
'INDEX' as plain or fancy text?

Plain | Cancel | Fancy |

If you see a message like this, you should click on Canceland try to find the
application that the file requires to print properly. For an application to be known
to RISC OS it must have been displayed in a directory display.

If you don't have the application, try printing it using the Plain option. The Fancy
option is most often used to print files created using the 1st Word Plus word
processor application.

Using more than one printer

If you see more than one printer icon on the icon bar you will be able to print on
more than one printer (or print in different ways on the same printer). For example,
you might have a printer connected directly to your computer and another printer
connected via a network.
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PRINT QUEUE CONTROL

Although you can have many printers on the icon bar, only one of these can be
selected at a time; all of the others are greyed out. When you choose the Print

option in an application or press the Print Screen key, the file to be printed is sent
to the selected printer.

To print using a different printer, click on that printer’s icon on the icon bar. This
selects the chosen printer and greys out all others. You can also print using any of
the printers (selected or not) by dragging files onto the desired printer’s icon.

M B o %

HardDiscd 0 Apps JP 150 LW IINTX

Using the same printer with different options

You can also set up several printer icons that print to the same printer but use
different print options. For instance, ones set up with different print resolutions
and quality. If you need more information, turn to Setting up printerson page 189.

Print queue control

Printing several files

You can print several files one after another by dragging their icons onto the
printer icon on the icon bar. You can select multiple files to be printed and then
drag their icons onto the printer icon together. The files waiting to be printed are
placed in the printer queue. You don't have to wait until one has finished printing
before sending the next.

The print queue

Files to be printed wait in a print queue until the printer is ready for them. This way

Printers |
Info » Yyou can carry on with your work at the same time as the printer is printing.
r:,::!rn;v:$|nter To control the print queue, choose Queue controlfrom the Printer Manager icon
I

bar menu. This displays a list of files to be printed in the Printer queue window.
Edit paper sizes... | 'OU can also display this window by clicking Adjust on the printer icon on the icon
Save choices bar.
Quit

E[X] Printer queue 5

myprinter (Generic PostScript) on parallel [Printing] é

4:06 pn 22 Sep 1993 3% of 9 Kbytes SCSI::Conn170 - postpic 7

. | SRR — [ |
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The Queue menu

T Quewe | Clicking Menu over the Printer queue window displays the Queue menu from
Pause printer which you control the printer.
Suspend printer . . . . .
Pause printer stops sending your file to the printer. The rest of the unprinted part
Flush printer of the currently printing file is not printed until you click on Resume printer.
Pause entry Suspend printer prints the file currently being printed and then stops the printer.
No further files are printed until you click on Resume printer. The printer queue is
Delete entry frozen in its current state.

Flush printer removes all files currently in the queue.
Pause entrystops the current entry from printing until you click on Resume entry

Delete entry removes an entry from the queue completely ,

If you click Menu over one of the other entries in the printer queue (an entry not
currently printing) you can choose the additional Suspend entry option. Suspend
entrystops the printer from printing a file in the print queue. The print queue
'jumps over’ the suspended file. The file can be put back in the queue to be printed
by clicking on Resume entry .

These controls only effect your personal printer queue; they have no effect on other
users using a shared network printer.

Text printing and graphics printing

Your computer uses two modes of printing: text printing and graphics printing.

Text printing

Text printing sends only characters to the printer, such as text from the application
Edit. These characters are printed using the standard font built into the printer,
which makes text printing very fast. Check your printer's manual to see if it offers a
text printing facility or not.

There are two types of text printing - PlainandFancy , The way in which a file is
printed depends upon its type:

Command and Obey files are always printed as plain text.

Text files are always printed as fancy text (where you can also embed 1st Word
Plus control codes in the text).
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Graphics printing

Graphics printing sends a complete image to the printer, effectively making the
printed output the same as that seen on the screen. The applications Paint and
Draw use graphics printing. If you print a JPEG file (photo-realistic image) by
dragging its file icon to the Printer Manager, that also uses graphics printing.

This section refers only to dot matrix, inkjet and HP LaserJet type printers;
PostScript printers handle graphics printing in a different way.
You can speed up graphics printing in the following ways:

Print in monochrome instead of grey scale. You only need grey scale if you are
printing fonts, or printing sprites in shades of grey or in colour.

Maximise the free memory in your computer by quitting all the applications
you are not currently using and any RAM disc you may have.

Configure a fairly large font cache - at least 256kB. You can change the font
cache temporarily using the Task Manager. See page 74 for information.

Printing other file types

PostScript files (with the file type PoScript) are sent to the PostScript printer
for interpretation.

Other files check with their respective application to see how they are printed.

Saving your choices

You should save any changes you make to the settings for your printer, otherwise
you will have to go through the setting-up procedure again, next time you start the
Printer Manager. To do this, click on the Save choices option on the printer icon

bar menu.

Printers
Info [
Install new printer
Printer control...
Queue control...

Edit paper sizes...
Save choices
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Using PostScript printers

You don’t need to read this section unless you are printing to a PostScript
printer.

Dot matrix, LaserJet and inkjet printers use RISC OS fonts for both displaying text
on screen and for graphics printing. PostScript printers, however, use RISC OS
fonts for displaying text on screen and use PostScript fonts for printing. These
PostScript fonts can be both built into the printer and downloaded by (sent from)
the computer.

Whenever you send a file to the printer, the Printer Manager

converts any fonts needed to their equivalent in PostScript (if they are not
already resident in the printer)

sends these fonts to the printer
sends the file to be printed

erases the fonts it has sent.

The Printer Manager uses the printer’s built-in PostScript fonts when they are
available, speeding up printing text files considerably.

Speeding up printing

There are other (more advanced) ways of speeding up printing. These options are
handled by the FontPrint application. They are downloading gnd mapping :

Downloading

If you constantly use fonts that are not resident inside the PostScript printer, you
may find that your files print faster if you pre-send (download permanently) the
fonts when you first start using the Printer Manager. Permanently downloaded

fonts stay inside the printer, ready for use, until the printer is reset or switched off.

Mapping

Instead of fonts being downloaded to the printer they can instead be mapped to a
corresponding PostScript font. Mapping is the technique by which a RISC OS font
is used by the computer, but the equivalent PostScript font is used by the printer.
For example, the font Homerton Medium is always mapped to the PostScript font
Helvetica. This way the built-in PostScript fonts are used whenever possible.

For information on how to download and map fonts, refer to the chapter FontPrint

on page 227.
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Hints and tips

Attempting to print to non-existent printers

If you attempt to print to a printer which is not connected to your computer, the
computer can freeze, waiting for the printer to be connected. Try using the System
monitor (see page 77) or pressing Escape to stop the print job. If that fails, you
may need to restart your computer.

Blank pages on dot matrix printers

If you find that a dot matrix printer with fan-fold paper is printing alternate blank
pages, try turning off the printer’s form feed if it is switchable, or reduce the
number of lines printed per page on the Edit paper sizes...dialogue box.

Printing BASIC listings

To print a listing of a BASIC program, drag the program file from a directory display
to your printer icon. This will print it as text even if the program itself is tokenised.

Printing Maestro music files

To print a Maestro music file, you have first to load it into Maestro and choose
Print, rather than just drag it from a directory display to your printer icon.
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20 PrintEdit £

T his chapter provides an introduction to PrintEdit, an application which

enables experienced users to edit existing printer definition files and experts to
create them from scratch. It's unlikely that you'll need the information in this
chapter, but it's provided for reference.

Printer definition files are used by the Printer Manager application. They define
how the operating system translates the characters in the document into signals
that can be used by the printer to print the document.

Creating new printer definition files

Creating printer definition files is technically very complex and requires a deep
understanding of how printers work. This chapter gives you only a very brief
introduction and you should not expect to be able to design your own printer
definition files using the information provided here alone. The chapter Printer

definition files jn the RISC OS Programmer’s Reference Manual contains the detailed

information you will need for creating printer definition files.

Modifying existing printer definition files

Occasionally, step-by-step instructions might be issued by your printer supplier
that tell you how to modify an existing printer definition file to change its use
slightly.

The instructions list the exact operations you need to perform in each PrintEdit
window. You will not need a full understanding of the features of PrintEdit.

The overview of PrintEdit in this chapter should give you enough information to

enable you to use the application to alter one of the existing printer definition
files.

Before you can use PrintEdit you should
have the user guide and technical manual for your printer, or

have some step-by-step instructions from an expert.

Most people use PrintEdit to alter one of the existing printer definition file
configurations, rather than make up a completely new one. So we shall use the
printer definition file for the Epson FX-85 as an example.
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Starting PrintEdit

PrintEdit is in the Printing directory on your hard disc or network. To start the

application, double-click on the !PrintEdit application icon. The application icon
appears on the icon bar.

To load an existing printer definition file:

1 With Printer Manager loaded, choose Install new printerfrom the icon bar
menu.

Open the printer directory that corresponds to the printer you wish to modify.

Select the printer definition file you require and drag it over the PrintEdit icon
on the icon bar.

Note: You can also load non-PostScript printer definition files by
double-clicking on them.

The PrintEdit window

The appearance of the PrintEdit window when the Epson FX-85 definition file is
loaded is as follows:

mlxd Printer definition editor
Printer class | dn| |
Printer type | Epson FX-85 |
Printer name | FX-85 |
Sprite name | dp |

Parallel interface __| supports fast mode

Paper X offset Units @ mm
Paper Y offset ) inches

Default paper size | hi|
Graphics modes | 7 i
Defau't resolution | bl
Default quality | bl
Text modes Edit no highlights... |V

Edt draft highiights... [/
Edit NLQ highlights... [/
Edit character mappings... | |7
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The Printer class represents a type of printer; it determines which processing type
Printers uses for the printer. Use dpfor dot matrix and other bit-image printers and
lj for HP LaserJet compatibles. This application cannot be used for defining printer
definition files for PostScript printers.

Printer typeis the full name of the printer. If you are creating an alternative version
of a standard printer definition file, alter this name.

Printer name is the name you want to appear underneath the printer icon on the
icon bar. The name can be up to 10 characters long. If you are creating an
alternative version of a standard printer definition file, alter this name.

Sprite name is the sprite to be used as the printer icon on the icon bar. These can
again be dp for dot matrix and other bit-image printers and lj for HP LaserJet

compatibles. You can also define your own sprites for this icon.

If your printer’s parallel port supports the fast parallel handshaking protocol then
choose this option for its Parallel Interface. Check in the printer technical manual
for information; if you're not sure, don't use this option.

The paper offsets represent the top (Y) and left (X) sections of the paper on which
the printer cannot physically print. Together the paper offsets define the logical
(0,0) origin on the paper. Offsets only affect graphics printing.

ThePaper X offsetis the small section at the lefthand edge on which the head
cannot print, although why this is so is not always obvious.

ThePaper Y offsetis the amount of cut sheet paper which has already gone past
the print head before it can print anything; this differs for different printer models.

Default paper size defines the standard paper type used by the printer.

Graphics modes displays how many graphics modes have been defined for this
printer.

Default resolution defines the resolution that will be picked when you first install
the printer.

Default quality defines the print quality that will be picked when you first install
the printer.

Text modesdefines the type of text modes your printer can use. Find this
information out from your printer manual.
Edit no highlights defines the simplest print options of plain text only.

Edit draft highlights includes all the standard highlights such as bold, italic,
superscript and subscript in draft mode.

Edit NLQ highlights is the same as Edit draft highlights but for the NLQ (Near
Letter Quality) mode.
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Edit character mappings allows a character from the Latin1 character set to
be converted to the same character in the printer’s character set.

The differing text mode titles ( Edit portrait mode and Edit landscape mode

rather than ‘Edit no highlights’, ‘Edit draft highlights’ and ‘Edit NLQ highlights’)
are set up by PrintEdit when the Printer classislj. The information is still stored in
exactly the same way as for dp class.

For the rest of this chapter you should have your printer manual ready so that you
can look up the information required by PrintEdit. It may also help to have the
Help application active, as this will give you quick summaries about the function of
each field in the dialogue boxes.

Graphics mode
Graphics | Display the Graphics modes dialogue box by clicking on the right arrow by the

New resolution | Graphics modesentry. Choose an existing resolution to edit or New resolution if
60 by 72 dpi you want to start afresh. In most cases it is probably easier to edit an existing file
120 by 72 dpi and tailor it to your needs. Here is the Graphics mode window for the Epson FX-85

120by 144dpi | at a resolution of 240x216dpi.

120 by 216 dpi
240 by 72 dpi iz P | Graphics mode 5
i /
260 by 1es o Delete mode | Store mode | [
Dump information
Dump quality:

Monochrome |7 Small halftone |7 Large halftone
Greyscales v Smallhalftone [V Large halftone |y Error diffused
Colour _|Smallhafftone _|Large haltone | Error diffused

Output order: ) Horizontal @ Vertical

X resolution Y resolution
Module name Module number |:|
Palette file D Skip resolution
Dump depth Dump height
Xinteriace [1 |  Datalength multipler
Vinterlce 2 | Datalengthadded [0 ]

Dump information

The first part of the window gives the Dump information - the information the
printer uses to print correctly.
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The Dump qualityboxes should normally all be ticked, as the software supports
these features on all printers. However, don't tick the colour options unless you
have a colour printer.

Output order defines how the image is printed. Most printers use Vertical . Some,
like the Integrex Colourjet 132, use Horizontal. Note that when Horizontal order
has been selected many of the other Dump information and Dump strings
settings either become irrelevant, or must be set to certain values.

X(horizontal) andY resolution (vertical) define the graphics resolution in dots per

inch. These should be given in your printer manual, but may be in different units.

The printer manual will usually quote resolutions before vertical interlacing has
been applied (see later), so in this case the manual would quote 240x72dpi, rather
than 240x216dpi (since 216/3 = 72). The manual is also likely to give dots per line

rather than dots per inch for the horizontal resolution; for example, 960 dots per
line on 8 inch paper is 120dpi horizontal resolution. The vertical resolution is often

omitted altogether, in which case it is likely to be 72dpi for 9-pin printers, 180dpi

for 24-pin printers doing 24-pin graphics, 60dpi for Epson 24-pin printers doing
emulated 8-pin graphics, and 72dpi for IBM 24-pin printers doing emulated 8-pin
graphics.

Module name and Module number define the dumper files used by the printer.
These are currently four dumper files, although more can be defined if needed.

PDunper CX :  Module number 11 (Canon Extended Mode compatible
printers)

PDunper CX2 :  Module number 14 (same as PDumperCX, except for a
different margin escape code)

PDunper DM:  Module number 1 (dot matrix and other bit-image printers)

PDunper E2 :  Module number 6 (ESC/P2 compatible printers, such as the
Epson Stylus Colour printer)

PDunper I W:  Module number 3 (Apple Imagewriter Il compatible printers)

PDunperLJ :  Module number 2 (HP LaserJet compatible printers)

Palette file defines the Palette file - this is currently set to zero or one.

Skip resolution defines the leading zero skip resolution of the dump. This is
always 60 for Epson printers and 120 for IBM printers.

Dump depthis the depth of one group of interlace passes.

Dump heightis the number of rows of pixels in each vertical pass. This is the same
as the number of pins on the print head; a 24-pin printer would print 24 dots.

X interlace defines the number of horizontal interlace passes.

Y interlace defines the number of vertical interlace passes.
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Data length multiplierand Data length added. For Epson printers, you specify a

line of graphics by saying '<27><42><0><number of columns>'. For IBM printers,
you need '<27>[g<number of columns times 6 (or 3) plus 1><graphics mode>'. So,
for Epson printers, the Data length multiplier is 1 and Data length added is 0. For
IBM printers, Data length multiplier is either 6 or 3, and Data length added is 1.

Additional Dump information for Printer Class j
Copiesshould be selected if the printer supports this option.
Compressionshould be selected if the printer supports this option.

The Output order choices do not apply for this class of printer.

Dump strings

The second part of the window gives the Dump strings (use the scroll bar to see
this).

i B | Graphics mode o
Dump strings
Setlines |27."C"

Page start |27"A"0
Form feed |12
Page end [27,"@"

|

|

|

|

Line return |13 |
Line skip [27,"J".24,13 |
Lineend1 (27,0113 |
|

|

|

I

|

Lineend2 [27,"J' 1,13

Lineend3 |27."J",22,13
Zero skip ‘2?,'$‘

Line start 1 |27,"Z"

Line start 2 |

linam&ai]

These are codes sent to the printer that tell it to perform certain actions.
Set linesis the string set to define the number of lines per page.
Page startis the string sent at the start of a page.

Form feed is the form feed character. The string sent to the printer to tell it to form
feed the paper after each page has been printed.

Page endis the string sent at the end of each page.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 220



RISC OS / USER GUIDE PRINTEDIT

Line return moves the print head to the beginning of the line. Usually this will be
a carriage return.

Line skip moves the print head to the beginning of the next line. It is used for
skipping entirely blank lines.

Line end 1toLine end 3 are the strings sent at the end of each vertical interlace
pass. There can be up to three passes.

Zero skipis issued to skip leading zeros on graphics data lines, hence optimising
out the white section at the left hand edge of the paper.

Line start 1is the string sent at the beginning of a graphics line. For Epson
printers, Line start 2 is not needed. For IBM printers, Line start 2 must be
'<graphics mode>', while Line start 1is '<27>[g'.

Line passis the string sent for each pass of a colour graphics dump. There can be
up to four passes.
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Text modes

Almost all printers can use the first two text modes and many also support an NLQ
(Near Letter Quality) mode.

Choose which text modes your printer will use by clicking on the tick next to each
Text mode button. Changing to a tick allows you to select that mode.

Display the text mode window by clicking on the appropriate text mode button.
Here are the Text draft highlights settings for the Epson FX-85.

)

=1 B3| Text - draft highlights

d

Set lines [27,"C"
Do backspace |8
Do tab |9
Do formfeed | 12

|

|

|

|

Do start o line |13 |
Do new line (13,10 |
Start of text job | 18.27,"W",0.27,"P" 27,'R" 0.27,"X",0 |
End of textjob [12.27."@" |
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

Select pica font [18,27,"W"0,27,"P".27,"x",0
Select elite font | 18,27,"W",0,27,"M".27.’x",0
Select condensed font | 15,27,"W",0.27,"P" 27,x",0
Select expanded font | 18,27,"W",1,27,"M" 27,’x".0
Turn bold on |27-'E'
Tum bold off |27.'F"

Turn italine an [27 4"

=

Edit no highlights

The no highlights mode is a very simple mode without any special effects, so most
of this window is blank.

Set lines sets the number of lines per page.

Do backspace moves the print head back one space.

Do tab moves the print head to the next tab.

Do formfeedstarts a new page.

Do start of line moves the print head to the start of the line.

Do new linemoves the print head to the beginning of the next line.
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Start of text job is the string that denotes the start of a text print.

End of text job is the string sent at the end of a text print.

Edit draft highlights

The draft highlights mode uses the same basic definitions as the no highlights
mode, but expands this to include pica, elite, condensed, expanded, bold, italics,
light, superscript, subscript and underline printing.

Select pica fontsets pica font (10cpi).

Select elite font sets elite font (12c¢pi).

Select condensed fontsets condensed font (17cpi).
Select expanded font sets expanded font (6cpi).
Turn bold onsets bold text on.

Turn bold offsets bold text off.

Turn italics on sets italic text on.

Turn italics off sets italic text off.

Turn light on sets light text on.

Turn light off sets light text off.

Turn superscript onsets superscript text on.
Turn superscript off sets superscript text off.
Turn subscript onsets subscript text on.

Turn subscript off sets subscript text off.

Turn underline on sets underline text on.

Turn underline offsets underline text off.

Edit NLQ highlights

The NLQ highlights mode uses the same basic definitions as the draft highlights
mode, but alters these to enable the printer's NLQ operation.

Edit character mappings

Edit character mappings allows a character from the Latin1 character set to be
converted to the same character in the printer’'s character set. Although all the
standard characters normally map directly onto the corresponding printer
characters, the top-bit-set characters normally need mapping where they differ
from the printer’s character set table.
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Mapping is done from the Edit character mappings window. Here is part of the
Epson FX-85’s character mappings.

=1 B4 | Character mappings 5
120 W = "w' A
130 W = "w"8"™"

133 ¥ = "y

134 § = "y8"™

140 ... = "

141 ™ o 27780,°T"8,27."S"1,"M".27."T"
142 % = "% 8" 11
143 « = 174

144 © = " :
145 o i -
146 = 2781, <"27'T" : [
147 = 27781527 T" H
148 < = 34
149 " = 34

15 ., = 34

151 — = " '
12 — = " 3 i
158 - 3 v |
154 E = "0"8,197 {
155 @ = "0"8229 [
1% t = "8 1
157 £ = T8 }
158 fi = 8233
159 i = 8236 i
160 = 32 Ki
I o [ 5]

The number down the left column represents the Latin1 character in decimal; next
to it is the character itself in the desktop font. To the right of the arrow are the
commands sent to the printer that reproduce the same character.

Modifying an existing mapping
To alter an existing mapping:
1 Press Menu over the character to display the Mappingsmenu.

2 ChooseMappings Modifyto display the Modify mapping dialogue box.

3 If you want to modify the printer commands, type the printer commands that
produce the character in the Maps to box.
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4 Press Return to modify the mapping list.

-
e - S —
Select all Delete —
Clear selection Maps to |"0",8,229

New mapping |

Entering a new character mapping

To enter a mapping:
1 Press Menu to display the Mappings menu.

2 Gotothe New mapping dialogue box and type in the Latin1 character to map
in the Character box. You can type the character by using the Chars
application or by using its decimal character code as described in Typing special

characters gn page 14.

3 Type the printer commands that produce the same character in the Maps to
box.

4 Press Return to add the mapping to the list.
Mappings

Mapping
Select all

Clear selection New mapping |

New mapping [ IeTranses
Mapsto [ |

Saving and quitting
When you have finished making changes to your the printer definition file, save the

modified file by clicking Menu over the main Printer definition editor window and
choosing Save.

PrintEdit Saveas |
= x
: £
Print <4

Fesar_|oeon ] o

If you want to discard any changes you have made and start again click on Restart.
To finish using the application, choose Quitfrom the icon bar:
PrintEdit_|
Info >
Quit
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21 FontPrint Ed

=

This application allows you to download fonts to a PostScript printer or to map

RISC OS fonts to PostScript fonts on a PostScript printer. Once downloaded,
the fonts stay in the printer until you reset or switch off the printer.

If you don't print to a PostScript printer you don’t need to use this application.

RISC OS fonts are used both for displaying text on screen and for printing on dot
matrix, LaserJet and InkJet printers. PostScript printers use PostScript fonts that
are stored in the printer for printing.

When you print to a PostScript printer, the Printer Manager has to make sure that
for each RISC OS font used there is an equivalent or suitable PostScript font
available in the printer.

FontPrint is a tool for configuring this aspect of PostScript printing. It allows you to
tell the Printer Manager which PostScript fonts are present in the printer and how
your RISC OS fonts correspond to those in the printer.

It is important to understand that even if you don't use this application, RISC OS
and the Printer Manager will always try to print your documents correctly. Any fonts
that are not available in the printer will be downloaded within the print job as
required.

Starting FontPrint

Before running FontPrint you must have the Printer Manager application loaded
onto the icon bar. The Printer Manager must also be active and configured with the
correct printer driver for your PostScript printer.

To start the application:
1 Click on the hard disc icon to view the directory display.

2 Double-click on the Printing directory icon to display the contents of the
0 Printing directory.

Printing

w

Double-click on the IFontPrint application to start the application. The
application icon appears on the icon bar.

4 To start using the application, click on the FontPrint icon on the icon bar.

The Printer Manager makes RISC OS fonts available to the printer in one of two
ways: mapping and downloading
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Mapping
The first, preferred, way of making fonts available to a printer is to map the
RISC OS font to a PostScript font that is already resident in the printer's ROM. The
Printer Manager instructs the printer to substitute fonts; for example, whenever the
print job uses Corpus, the printer substitutes Courier. This technique is particularly
useful for the standard RISC OS font families Corpus, NewHall, Selwyn, Sidney,
Trinity and Homerton because they are visually close copies of the standard
PostScript font families Courier, New Century Schoolbook, ZapfDingbats, Symbol,
Times and Helvetica.

The standard set of RISC OS fonts are mapped to PostScript fonts (except for
System and Sassoon, which are downloaded ‘on the fly’ each time you use them).
You can map additional RISC OS fonts you have purchased to the same, or other
PostScript fonts. This gives the most efficient way of printing with your fonts, but
may give results that differ slightly from those on-screen due to slight variations in
the design of the fonts.

Mapping a RISC OS font to a PostScript font
To map an RISC OS font to a PostScript font:
1 Load FontPrint and display the FontPrint window.

The window displays lines consisting of the RISC OS font name on the left and
the equivalent PostScript font name on the right.

i | Printer: 'LW Il NTX'
Printer type | Apple LaserWriter Il NTX
Clare.Medium Map to AvantGarde-Book /
Clare.Medium.Oblique Map to AvantGarde-BookOblique
Clare.Demi Map to AvantGarde-Demi
Clare.Demi.Oblique Map to AvantGarde-DemiOblique
Robinson.Demi Map to Bookman-Demi
Robinson.Demi.ltalic Map to Bookman-Demiltalic
Robinson.Light Map to Bookman-Light
Robinson.Light.Italic Map to Bookman-Lightitalic
Corpus.Medium Map to Courier
Corpus.Bold Map to Courier-Bold
Corpus.Bold.Obligue Map to Courier-BoldOblique
Corpus.Medium.Oblique Map to Courier-Oblique ¥
Defaults Save

2 Click Menu over the window to display the Fonts menu.
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3 Ifthe RISC OS fonts you wish to map are not already shown, select the fonts
that you wish to map to PostScript fonts from the Add fontsubmenu. They will

be added to the FontPrint window at the end of the list.

Fonts

Font >

Select all Ll

Clear selection Corpus "

el
Nowral -
Sassoon ™" Bold
S
aney Medium
System M pedium.alic
Trinity >
WIMPSymbol

4 Choose each fontin turn and map it to the corresponding PostScript font
using the Font/Map to submenu, which lists the fonts available on the printer.

5 When you have finished mapping the fonts, click on Save . This saves the font
mapping with Printer Manager's choices which will now use this information to
map fonts in your documents to those in your printer. Each time the Printer
Manager is started this font mapping information is sent to the printer.

Mapping to a non-standard PostScript font

If you want to map to an additional PostScript font resident in the printer (you may
have an additional font cartridge for the printer), but which is not in the standard
list of fonts in the printer driver, you can add the PostScript name in the field at the
end of the Map tosubmenu. Repeat this for each font you want to add.

Choosing the encoding type

If you are mapping fonts, you can also choose Font/Encoding. Theencoding type
determines the character set used by the PostScript printer. Most fonts will use the
Adobe standard encoding; this is the default encoding.

Downloading

The second way of making a RISC OS font available to a PostScript printer is to
download the font into the printer. The Printer Manager converts the RISC OS font
into the PostScript language and sends this to the printer. The print job may then
use the font as if it were stored in the printer. The disadvantage of downloading is
that fonts take a long time to send to the printer and occupy a lot of the printer’s
memory.
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Downloading fonts permanently

Downloading normally happens automatically during the print job, and fonts
downloaded in this way are erased from the printer's memory at the end of the job.

If you constantly use fonts that are not resident inside the PostScript printer, you
may find that your files print faster if you download the fonts permanently when
you first start using the Printer Manager. Permanently downloaded fonts stay
inside the printer, ready for use, until the printer is reset or switched off.

To prepare fonts for downloading:
1 Click Select on the FontPrint icon to display the FontPrint window.
2 Click Menu over the window to display the Fonts menu.

3 Select the RISC OS fonts that you wish to download by choosing the fonts from
the Add fontsubmenu. They will be added to the FontPrint window at the end
of the list.

Fonts
Font ™~

Selectal | Fotlst |

. Corpus 2
Clear selection
Homerton  ~{___ NewHall
faddtont  §
Nontal W
Sessoon >
SBM)‘I"I Medium
Sidney Medium.ltalic
System >
Trinity P
WIMPSymbol

4 When you have selected the fonts you wish to download, click on the Save
box. This saves the font mapping with Printer Manager's choices.

5 The PostScript font password box is displayed. You should now type in the
password for your printer.

X PostScript font downloader
Printer name | PostScript
Printer type |  Apple LaserWriter Il NTX
Password [(] |

Unless the password has been changed, the printer will have the password ‘0’
(the number zero).

The fonts are only downloaded if you type in the correct password. If you enter the
wrong password, FontPrint still attempts to download the fonts but the download
fails and the printer may issue an error message.
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When you clicked on the Save box you stored the information about which fonts
you wanted downloaded. The Printer Manager downloads your chosen fonts to the
printer whenever the Printer Manager is started. The password box will be
displayed each time you start using the Printer Manager.

Clicking on the Defaultbutton automatically loads the default PostScript
Mappings. Any Mappings or Downloading that you have previously set up are lost.

Saving FontPrint settings

To save any changes you've made permanently, so that font mappings will be used
every time you switch on, you need to choose Save choicesfrom the Printers icon
bar menu.

Downloading fonts to a network printer server

Since a network printer is a shared resource, excessive use of permanent font
downloading can inconvenience other users. To avoid this, it is suggested that only
one machine on the network should be responsible for permanently downloading
fonts.

Other machines may then map to the downloaded fonts as if they were ROM fonts
within the printer. This is possible because you can identify the PostScript name
under which the downloaded font is stored. The downloaded name is the RISC OS
font name prefixed by the letters ‘DL_". For example, if one machine has
downloaded the RISC OS font called “Futura.Bold”, it will be stored in the printer
as the PostScript font “DL_Futura.Bold". Other machines wanting to print this font
can use FontPrint to map “Futura.Bold” to “DL_Futura.Bold". Be careful to preserve
the capitalisation of the font name. If the printer is switched off and on, the font
will be lost. In this case, exit and re-start Printers on the machine responsible for
downloading and the fonts will be downloaded again.

Bitmap fonts

You cannot download bitmap fonts to a PostScript printer. However, you can map
them to one of the printer’s resident fonts.

Advanced information

To avoid the overhead of downloading every font you use, the printer driver uses
the fonts built into the PostScript device whenever possible. To do this, the printer
driver has a list describing which PostScript fonts are visually similar to which
RISC OS fonts.

This list is set up automatically when you initialise a new printer, and you can
subsequently change it using FontPrint.
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Although a PostScript font might look very similar to a particular RISC OS font, the
various glyphs can occupy different character codes, with the result that characters
are jumbled when the font is printed.

A mechanism called ‘remapping’ is used to reorder the PostScript font so that the
characters occupy the expected positions. The remapping is performed according
to a textual description known as an ‘encoding’.

Mapping symbol fonts

A symbol font's mapping depends on the availability of an appropriate encoding
file. The encoding tells the system which PostScript glyph to render for each ASCII
character code.

The encoding file should be given the name Encodi ng and placed in the same

directory as the font's Outlines and IntMetrics files. If you need an encoding file for
a third party font, contact your vendor.

An encoding file should contain exactly 256 lines of the form

/ gl yphname

where a glyph called gl yphname is known to exist in the printer font.
Non-existent glyphs should be entered as/ . not def .

If a particular glyph name is the Nth entry in the encoding file, then that glyph will
be rendered for character code N.

For details about how to construct your own encoding files refer to the RISC OS
Programmer’s Reference Manual
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Part 5 -
RISC OS applications
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22 RISC OS applications

T his chapter introduces the suite of applications provided with your RISC OS
computer which are covered in this part, Part 6 - RISC OS diversions and Part 7 -
RISC OS utilities . Many more are available from your supplier.

This chapter tells you where to look for the applications supplied with your
computer. The next two chapters describe how to choose and work with colours
and fonts.

Four main applications are provided. These are comprehensive programs that
show off the power and versatility of RISC OS.

Edit- a fully featured text editor (also suitable for editing program listings).

Draw- a sophisticated drawing program capable of producing full colour
drawings.

Paint- a painting and sprite editing program.

Printers- a manager allowing you to print your work on a number of different
types of printer (see Part 4 - Printing ).

Where to look for applications

Your computer comes supplied with many useful applications. They're stored in
the following locations:

the computer’s internal memory (ROM), which you can access from the Apps
icon on the icon bar

different directories on the hard disc or network

Start by familiarising yourself with the locations of the different applications:
1 Click on the Apps directory on the icon bar to see the main applications.

2 Click on the hard disc (or network) icon and explore the various applications
directories there.

The icon bar Apps directory

~#4fy Click onthe Apps icon on the icon bar and you'll see a directory display containing
ﬂﬁ,_ some of the more important applications. The three most generally-used

Apps applications (Edit, Draw and Paint) are among those shown here.
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Changing the contents of the icon bar Apps directory

You can't remove or delete any of the applications displayed here by default, but
you can add applications from the hard disc, using the Boot setup plug-in of
Configure. This saves you having to search the directories on your hard disc to load
an application that you use frequently - you can see it with a single click on the
Apps icon on the icon bar.

For more information turn to Boot setup plug-inon page 85.

Applications stored on hard disc

Click on the hard disc (or network) icon on the icon bar and you'll see many
directories containing the other applications.

7 B3| ADFS:HardDisc4.$ =[E

(% ?ps 0 O

|Boot Diversions Documents

g g @

=
Printing Public Utilities &

Each of the applications provided with RISC OS 5 has a separate chapter in this
Guide. The main applications are covered in this part, followed by Part 6 - RISC OS

diversions  and lastly Part 7 - RISC OS utilities . Those concerned with printing were
dealt with earlier inPart 4 - Printing .

Note: Double-click on a directory to open its display, as normal. However, if you
double-click on !Boot you'll actually start the Configure application (see page 81).
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Starting applications

This is introduced in section Starting an application on page 29. To recap, there are
three ways of starting an application:

Double-clicking on an application icon.

Clicking or double-clicking on the name next to an icon in a directory display
has the same effect as clicking or double-clicking on the icon itself.

Double-clicking on an associated file.

Dragging an application icon onto the icon bar.

If an application has been 'seen’ by the Filer, or is in the Apps icon bar directory,
then double-clicking on a file whose type is associated with that application will
start it. For example, double clicking on a text file would start Edit.

If an application won't load, there may not be enough memory. Depending on how
much memory your computer has, you will need to quit one or more of the
applications that are already loaded into its memory. Move the pointer over an
icon on the icon bar and press Menu; choose Quitto remove the application from
the computer’'s memory. Now try loading the application you want to use. If there
still isn't enough space, quit another application you don't need.

Loading any file into Edit

You can load any file (not just text files) into the Edit application. Just hold down
Shift and double-click on the file icon. Alternatively, you can drag the file icon onto
the Editicon on the icon bar. However, the result may not be quite what you're
expecting! For example, if you load a DrawFile into Edit, you won't see a drawing,
you'll see a text file containing all the information used by the Draw application to
display a drawing on the screen.

This can be useful - you can often fine-tune something you're doing in an
application by loading a file into Edit and ‘tweaking’ it by hand, but this is really for
advanced users.
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Transferring data between applications

The techniques used for loading and saving applications are also used to transfer
data between applications. When you want to do this, call up the first application’s
Save asdialogue box, and instead of dragging the file's icon to a directory display,
drag it to an open window of the second application (or onto the application’s icon

on the icon bar). You can use this, for example, to

load a Paint file into Draw
load a text file into Draw

load most types of file into Edit.

If the direct transfer fails (perhaps through lack of memory), some applications will
attempt to use a temporary disc file for the transfer.

Not all applications can transfer data by this method, as data types are not always
compatible. You can't, for example, drag a Draw file into Paint.

Setting application options in Boot files

" Save settings_| Some of the applications accessible from the Apps icon bar directory can have
their current state saved in a Desktop settings file. This state includes any options

Do that you've set and the size and position of the application windows on screen.
Tasks.!Boof @ Refer to the section Desktop settings file on page 116 for details of where the state is
————  saved.

Adding more applications to a hard disc

Adding applications to the hard disc is quite easy. Usually you only need to copy
an application to a directory on the hard disc to install it.

Some applications require you to add system modules or fonts to the computer.
These are normally supplied as !System and !Fonts files. To add these to the hard
disc, merge them using Configure (see page 84).

Donotcopy a !System or !Fonts directly onto your hard disc; there should only be
one copy in use at any one time, managed by the System setup plug-in and Fonts
setup plug-in respectively within Configure.
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23 Using colour in applications

M any of the applications you can run on your computer (such as Draw and

Paint) make use of colour. This chapter uses Draw as an example.

Note: There are actually two ways of choosing colour in Paint, depending on the
screen mode. In modes up to 256 colours, you'll choose colours from a standard
Paint Colours window (see Painton page 351). In 4096-colour modes and higher,
you'll use the methods described in this chapter.

Colour models

First, here's a short explanation of the three different ways in which colour can be
defined or specified; they are the three colour models .

RGB (Red, Green, Blue) - uses the principle of emitted colour.
CMYK (Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Key) - uses the principle of reflected colour.

HSV (Hue, Saturation, Value) - uses the principle of reflected colour.

RGB
This colour model is the one used by colour monitors. They mix beams of red,
green and blue light in different proportions to display colours. With the green
beam switched on and the other two switched off, you see the colour green. Mixing
red, green and blue together at full intensity produces white.

CMYK

This model works like an artist mixing colours on a palette. You see green on an
artist’s palette because the pigment being used absorbs every colour of the
spectrum exceptfor green, which it reflects back to your eye. Unlike the RGB
model, if you mix all the colours on a palette together you get a muddy brown!

This model is used in four-colour process printing. Printers discovered that they
can print any colour from a combination of cyan, magenta, yellow and black dots.
They use white, too, but this is the paper colour, where no coloured ink is applied.

The black colour (Key) in CMYK is used to reinforce dark colours and grey shades
that may otherwise appear muddy when printed.
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HSV

USING COLOUR IN DRAW

The HSV colour model uses the principle of reflected colour too.
Hueis the basic look of the colour - a particular tint of red or green for example.

Saturationis the strength of the colour compared with the amount of white added.
A green hue at full saturation (100%) is a very deep green, while a low saturation
green has lots of white added, and is a very pale pastel green.

Valueis the brightness of the colour compared with the amount of added black.
100% is the brightest (no added black), while 0% is all black.

Using colour in Draw

The Draw application uses colour extensively. You can choose different colours for
the graphic objects and for text. All the colour options are in the Stylemenu.

Graphics can be given a Line colourand aFill colour, while text can be shown in

any Text colour blended against a chosen Background colour. Moving the pointer

to the right over one of these menu items displays the RGB colour dialogue box:

Draw
Misc I~
Save ™~ 511"
r~ Line width  » Line colour |
>
>

v Enter EIXTTR | @ Ros ) CMYK ) Hsv

Select F6 Fill colour

Transform Line pattern » ) Red /A%
Zoom > Join [
Grid | Startcap » ) Green| 64.8] / \%
v Toolbox "F1 End cap P ®
® Blue I A\ %
Winding rule > ¢
Fontrame P | s amr
Fontsize »
Font height ™ - ’7
None  Cancel OK
Text colour ™ J | |

Background &

TheRGB, CMYKandHSV option buttons allow you to toggle between the three
different colour models.

Which colour model?

Each of the colour models has its own colour selection dialogue box. Which is the
best one to use? Well, that depends on the colour you want to end up with, and
whether you're already familiar with a particular model. Each model has its pros
and cons.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 240



RISC OS / USER GUIDE USING COLOUR IN APPLICATIONS

Using the RGB colour model

Click here to choose the RGB model

lype values in directly
Constant component

Click to change

N values
@ RGB ) CMYK J HSV /

Red [ 06| /A%
ﬁGrsen- /_\%

@ Ble [1000] /A %

Click to choose

n | e
colour
_|None  Cancel | | oK |
. I »
P
Drag on sliders to

Result of colour mix change values Click to confirm colour

Colour 0%

There are six ways of choosing a colour in the RGB model. You can use one or a
combination of two or more to choose the colour you want. The easiest ways are:

Click anywhere in the colour box. You can also drag continuously around it.

Drag the bars in the sliders. As you move the slider the colour you have chosen
is shown in the box at the bottom left of the window. At the same time the
numeric values change to show you the percentages of the colours chosen.

The other four ways apply to all the colour model dialogue boxes - see Specifying a
colour accurately gn page 244.

Click on OKto apply your chosen colour to the selected tool or graphic object.
Cancelignores any colour changes you've just made.
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Using the CMYK colour model

USING COLOUR IN DRAW

The colours in CMYK are added together. The amount of each colour can range

from 0% (no colour) to 100% (full colour).

Click here to choose the CMYK model

Type values in directly

Fill colour H

) RGB® CMYK _) HSV
Cyan [ | po| /A%
Magenta |me— [ 85.9] /_\ %
Yellow |memm— | 85.9] /\ %
Back [ 4 | 00] /A%

__|None  Cancel | | OKQL

Result of co lour mix |
Drag on sliders to change values

Click to change
values

Clict to choose
a ste ndard
colour

' Click to confirm colour

There are five ways of choosing a colour in the CMYK model. The first is the easiest:

Drag the bars in the sliders. As you move the slider the colour you have chosen
is shown in the box at the bottom left of the window. At the same time the
numeric values change to show you the percentages of the colours chosen.

The other four ways apply to all the colour model dialogue boxes - see Specifying a

colour accurately gn page 244.

Click on OKto apply your chosen colour to the selected tool or graphic object.

Cancelignores any colour changes you've just made.
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Using the HSV colour model
Click on the HSV button to display the HSV colour dialogue box.

The HSV colour model is useful for trying out different shades of the same colour -
pick a colour then add black to it to make it darker, or add white to it to make it
lighter (more of a pastel shade).

Click here to choose the HSV model

Type values in directly
\\\ Constant component P

. }

Fill colour | : Click to change
levels
JRGB) CMYK @ HSV

[ Othe /w
)/ Saturation /A %]
@ Value - /A %

| None Cancell oK |
A

Drag on sliders to

change levels I
Click to confirm colour

Colour box ¢

Click to choose
a standard
colour

i

Result of colour mix

1 Choose the Hue you want by clicking on a colour in the colour box. The Hue
will appear in the trial box at the bottom lefthand corner of the window, and as
a number (in degrees) in the Hue writable icon.

2 Click on the Hue option button to make the hue constant while you change the
Saturation and Value.

3 Drag the bottom slider to add white (to make the colour lighter) or to subtract
white (to make it stronger).

4 When you have the right Saturation, drag on the lefthand slider to change the
Value - to make the colour darker, if you want to.

Click on OKto apply your chosen colour to the selected tool or graphic object.
Cancelignores any colour changes you've just made.
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Specifying a colour accurately

You can use the writable fields or up/down arrows in any of the three colour model
dialogue boxes to specify a colour very accurately:

If you know the percentages of the colour you want then it is easiest to type it
into the writable fields directly. Use the Tab key to move between fields.

You can fine-tune the currently selected colour by clicking on the up/down
arrows. This changes the value in the appropriate writable field by 1%. Clicking
with Shift held down changes the value by 0.1%.

Click on one of the sixteen standard colours. This gives you access to the
standard desktop colours directly.

Click onNone . The selected text or graphic will be transparent. This is
especially useful in sprites (see page 372). This button may be greyed out if not
applicable.

Colour and the desktop

Although the Colour picker allows you to select from 16 million possible colours,
the number of colours that can actually be displayed depends on current desktop
display mode (see page 62).

The screen and colour selection box only show an approximation of what you've
chosen; in a 16-colour display mode the representation will not be very accurate.
The colour shown in the Colour picker can be different to that displayed in an
application.

Colour information is stored within the application and is not lost when you
change modes.

You can still choose colours when the desktop is in a greyscale mode - itis
probably best to specify the colours by numerical value in this case, as otherwise
you will have no idea from the appearance of the desktop what sort of colour you
have chosen. If you particularly want to select a shade of grey in your application,
use the CMYK model and set all colours except for Black at 0%.
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24 Using fonts in applications

R ISC OS uses fonts in all its windows and directory displays. This chapter shows
you how to choose, use, control and print with fonts.

Strictly speaking, afontis a set of characters with the same typeface, weight, style
and size. An example is Homerton Bold Oblique 18pt:

Typefaceis the name (e.g. Homerton) given to a whole font family and
describes all fonts with the same general appearance.

Weightindicates the thickness of the characters (e.g. Bold).
Styleis the variation of the basic typeface (e.g. Oblique).

Sizeis measured in points (see page 246).

RISC OS fonts

Your computer is supplied with a set of fonts permanently built-in. You can choose
the font used by the Desktop (see Merge the new !System as described in Merging updates

using Configure on page 84. on page 105) and use different fonts in some application
windows that allow it (e.g. Draw). Here are the fonts supplied:

This font is called System
This font is called Corpus

This font is called Homerton

This font is called Newhall

This font is called Sassoon

¥JOA RV OA XTOO X % @)M  (Selwyn font)

o dovt 10 yohAed Tidvey (Sidney font)

This font is called System Fixed

This font is called Systen Medium

This font is called Trinity

Most RISC OS fonts are conversions of standard typefaces. The table overleaf tells
you more about this.
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RISC OS FONTS

Most fonts can be used in any size and have italic and bold variants; some of them
use proportional spacing, so that a narrow letter such as 'l takes up less horizontal
space than a wide letter, such as ‘M". Other fonts are ‘'monospaced’ (or fixed pitch).

RISC OS font Equivalent

Corpus Courier

Homerton Helvetica

Newhall New Century SchoolBook
Sassoon

Selwyn Zapf Dingbats

Sidney Symbol

System (fixed)
System (Medium)

Trinity Times Roman

WimpSymbol

Serif and sans serif fonts

Description
Fixed pitch
Proportional
Proportional
Proportional

Includes arrows, stars, ticks
and crosses

Includes greek and
mathematical symbols

‘Old style’ fixed pitch
‘Old style’ proportional
Proportional

Used by the desktop; don't
use this in applications

A serif font (like Trinity) has strokes at the edges of the letters which allow your eye
to follow on from one letter to another. Sans serif fonts (like Homerton) don't have
these. Sans serif fonts can make the page look tidier; they're often used for
headings and other places where large font sizes are used.

étwo A serif font

Strokes on the character

lead your eye to
the word

Font size

two

A sans serif font

Most applications let you select the size of the font you want to use. Font size is
measured in points (a point being 1/72 of an inch) and is the distance between the
highest ascender and lowest descender of characters in the font:

Font size | Here's some example text

=18pt
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Some applications also allow you to set the font height separately. If you want
characters with different height and width values, set the size first and then the
height. RISC OS fonts can be sized to any height or width allowed by the
application:

This is homerton 7pt

This is homerton 10pt

This is homerton 12pt

This is homerton 18pt

Outline font painting

Fonts are controlled by a part of the operating system called the Font Manager.
Initially, the Font Manager just holds the outlines of fonts in memory.

When you choose to use a particular font, the computer calculates the bitmapfont
needed to display that font at the desired size. A bitmap tells the computer exactly
which pixels to paint on the screen to render a given character at a given size.

Outline fonts are converted into bitmap fonts in this way because the computer
can send these to the screen much faster, but a bitmap font takes up more space
than the outline that describes it.

Adding more fonts

You can purchase additional RISC OS outline fonts for your system from third party
suppliers (installing these is outlined in the Fonts setup plug-inon page 91). You can
also use many of the PostScript Type 1 fonts available (see page 461).

Choosing and using fonts in applications
Two applications (Edit and Draw) are supplied that use fonts, but they use them in
different ways:

Edit can display text on the screen in any RISC OS font. However, it can only
print out in the font that is standard on your printer.

Draw can both display and print fonts of varying size and typeface.

Most applications you'll buy that can make use of fonts (e.g. desktop publishing
packages, word processors or drawing tools) will behave like Draw.

Using fonts in Edit

You can use the Display /Font Font List menu to change the font used to display
text on the screen.
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Using fonts in Draw
To use different fonts in Draw:
1 Select the Text tool.
2 Click Menu over the Draw window.

3 Choose a font from the Style Font name /Font Listmenu by clicking Adjust.

| Stje |
Line width =
Line colour
Fill colour =
Transfarm Line pattern
Zoom = Jain >
>
>
»

Grid » Startcap
v Toolbox *F1 End cap
Winding rule

Bl .| Font Ust
I v System Font
Fontsize  »| Corpus FE
Font reight Baki

Textcolour = NewHall | Bold.Obligue

Background | Sassoon B

Selwyn Medium.Oblique
Sidney

System [

Trinity I

WIMPSymbol

4 Choose afont size from the Style /Font size /Size menu.

Now, when you type in text, it will appear in your chosen font. See Defining a path
object’s styleon page 324 for more details. You can also choose the background and
text colours which will be used.

Using Chars to preview a typeface

You can use the Chars application to see what a particular typeface looks like
before you decide to use it. You can also use Chars to enter special characters into
an application window or dialogue box. See Charson page 403.

For other ways of entering special characters, see Charactersets on page 543.

How the Font Manager works

The Font Manager uses various techniques to optimise font quality (on-screen or
printed) whilst ensuring that your computer’s performance doesn't suffer:

anti-aliasing
hinting

font caching
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Anti-aliasing

If the outline of a character passes partially through a pixel (a pixel is the smallest
building block available on the monitor screen), a non-anti-aliasing font can only
paint the whole pixel or none of it. The result is a jagged edge to the character.

Anti-aliasing relies on an optical trick: the jagged edges are smoothed out by the
addition of extra pixels in intermediate colours. You can see how this is done by
first typing some text in an Editwindow using a fairly small size (12 or 14 point)
and choosing Display Font /Trinity Mediumto display the text in an anti-aliased
font. Then use CloseUp (described on page 409) to have a closer look at the text.

Cuthne

Sub-pixel anti-aliasing

This controls a refinement of anti-aliasing in which four separate versions of each
character are stored in the font cache. This can have a beneficial effect on the
quality of characters at small sizes. However it is heavy on computing power (see
Controlling anti-aliasing on page 250) and may result in unacceptably slow screen
updates. This parameter is relevant only to the screen; it does not affect printing.

Hinting
This is another technique used by the Font Manager to improve the appearance of
fonts. It applies both to the screen and to printers. The outline of the character

being displayed (or printed) is subtly altered in ways that depend on the resolution
of the image being produced. It is used on-screen if anti-aliasing is disabled.

Hinting is particularly effective when fonts are scaled, and when half-tones are not
available (as on most printers). You can’t control hinting, as you can anti-aliasing;
it's used automatically if you disable anti-aliasing.

Font caching

To save time converting font outlines to bitmaps, as many bitmaps as possible are
keptin an area of memory called the fontcache |f the font cache is not large enough
to hold the bitmaps of all the current fonts, any extra fonts are loaded as necessary.

The computer attempts to retain in memory the fonts which are in greatest
demand, but this requires some sophisticated guesswork. Since this is not always
totally successful (the computer cannot read your mind!) there is sometimes a
delay as the font is loaded from the filing system and displayed on the screen.
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Matching font performance to your needs

-44 - The Font Manager is set up to provide a reasonable blend of screen quality and

: F performance for the majority of users. There is inevitably a trade-off between speed
and font appearance. RISC OS provides two ways of tailoring font performance to
your needs and preferences. You can

change the way anti-aliasing is done (or switch it off altogether)

change the size of the font cache.

Controlling anti-aliasing

You can use the Fonts setup plug-in of Configure (see page 91) to place an upper
limit on the size of anti-aliased fonts; fonts in larger sizes are printed without
anti-aliasing. Larger fonts benefit less from anti-aliasing, and since a computed
anti-aliased bitmap font occupies a lot more memory than a non-anti-aliased
bitmap, for most purposes it is not worth displaying large fonts with anti-aliasing.
This parameter is relevant only to the screen display.

Note:If you use sub-pixel anti-aliasing, you should increase your font cache by
four times to store the extra font shapes needed. If you don't, your computer may
slow down considerably.

Changing the minimum size of the font cache

If you're using a lot of different fonts, increasing the minimum size of the cache
means that the text is drawn more quickly. You can set it permanently (see Fonts
setup plug-in on page 91) or for the current session only (see System memory allocation

on page 76).

The best size for the font cache depends on several factors: how much memory
your computer has, whether you have a hard disc, and the number of fonts you're
using.

If the cached bitmaps value is set high, and you're using a few large fonts - for
headlines, perhaps - they may take up all the font cache, flushing out smaller
fonts. The smaller characters will then have to be cached again when needed. This
effect can slow down printing and the display.

This parameter is relevant for the printer, especially if you are printing documents
with a lot of text. Its ideal value depends on the screen mode, printer type and the
printer resolution. If you are printing at a high resolution, you may want to increase
the font cache.
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Note: Donotset a font cache of less than 32kB. Sub-pixel anti-aliasing (see

page 249) requires more font cache. For example, Homerton.Medium as a desktop
font needs a font cache of 32kB. With sub-pixel anti-aliasing turned on, it needs
128kB. If you see an hourglass on the screen as the desktop is redrawn you may
need to increase the font cache size.

Printing with fonts

===4 When printing, there are conflicting requirements for memory. The Font Manager

J needs memory to cache fonts, and the printer driver needs memory to build up a
page image to send to the printer. As both of these affect printing speed, you will
have to experiment to find the optimum. Typically, more memory given to the font
cache (or maximum font cache option) results in quicker printing.

=

The maximum size of cached bitmaps affects whether fonts are cached when
printing. If this value is smaller than your typical body text size, there may be a very
long pause at the start of each printed page, as all the characters on the page are
rendered from the outline form.

The RISC OS Printer Manager program sits between an application and the printer,
and oversees the printing process. Printers, printing and printer drivers are
explained fully in Printing your files on page 207 and Setting up printers on page 189.

PostScript printers

PostScript printers have their own set of fonts stored internally. When you print to
a PostScript printer, most RISC OS fonts are mapped to these internal PostScript
fonts. RISC OS fonts that cannot be mapped to PostScript fonts (e.g. Sassoon) are
sent to the printer by the Printer Manager as they are needed.

For more information about using fonts with PostScript printers, refer to FontPrint
on page 227.
Converting PostScript fonts to outline fonts

It is possible to convert standard PostScript Type 1 fonts to RISC OS outline fonts
using the T1ToFont application (see T1ToFonton page 461).

Changing the desktop font

You can change the font displayed in directory displays, menus and so on (see
page 105). It's best to choose one of the fonts stored in the computer’'s ROM (e.g.
Homerton or Trinity) as the screen will redraw more quickly.
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Troubleshooting

If every screen redraw causes intensive disc and hourglass activity, then the font
cache may be too small to hold the range of fonts you are trying to use. In these
circumstances, try the following:

Increase the size of the font cache using the Task Manager /Task display
window. The addition of even small amounts of cache can often improve
things dramatically.

Reduce the maximum size for anti-aliasing. This will enable the font cache to
be used more economically with a large number of fonts. You should not
normally reduce the maximum anti-aliasing size below 12pt.

Reduce the maximum size of cached bitmaps value. This should reduce disc
activity, but the action of redrawing the screen will become much slower.

Use a smaller selection of fonts and font sizes in your document.
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25 Edit /4

E dit is a text editor which you can use to create and edit plain text, and to
generate simple text documents and command scripts.

Edit is also a BASIC program editor. It converts BASIC programs into text format for
editing, and then converts them back again when they are saved.

Although Edit does have some sophisticated features for handling text, it has not
been designed as a word processor; word processors offer facilities for pagination
and page layout control as well as paragraph styles and printable fonts.

Starting Edit
Editis in the Apps icon bar directory display. To start Edit, double-click on the
IEdit application icon. The application icon appears on the icon bar.

Displaying a text file
To display an existing text file, just double-click on it, or drag the file's icon to the
Edit icon on the bar.

il

[ [ ADF S::HardDisc4.$.Info

[he Edit a&:phcatmn allows you to create or edlt
files of B ain text (like this one), and to create
and edit BASIC programs,

This help file is an gxanrlg of an Edit document,
Click the pointer inside this window to set the
type-in point (the 'caret'), then type.

1~

—

5 — e e

Displaying other file types
To display any other file type, drag the file icon to the Edit icon on the bar, or hold
down Shift and double-click on it. BASIC files are displayed as text.
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Creating a new document

Click on the Edit icon on the icon bar to open an empty document.

=l

rDIXI <untitled>

!

1B

T

J PR |

Creating other file types

You can open new windows for other specific types of file: Text, BASIC, Obey and
Command files. To do this, choose Createfrom the Edit icon bar menu and specify
the file type you want. Alternatively you can type in a file type of your own choice at
the bottom of the Create menu.

Typing in text

When you first open a new Edit window, a red I-shaped bar - the caret- appears at

the top left of the window. This is where text appears when you start typing. You
can open more than one Edit window (see Other features of Edit on page 270) but only

one (the current window) has the caret in it. This window is said to have the input

focus "and is also identified by its cream rather than grey title bar. You can only type
in the window which has the input focus.

If you type in some text without pressing (Return) at all, the window scrolls
sideways (if your Edit window is smaller than your screen). You can break your text
into lines by pressing . Alternatively, click on the Toggle size icon to extend the
window to the full size and avoid having to scroll sideways.

As you type, notice that Edit fills the current line and then carries on to the next
line, often breaking words in the middle. By default, it doesn’t automatically enter
formatting characters such as newline, as these might create problems in scripts
and programs, and in transferring text into other editors. Formatting text on page 265

tells you how to set wordwrap and other formatting options if you want them.
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Editing text

Here are some basic techniques for entering and deleting text:

To Do this Notes

Insert new text in an Click Select to position the
Edit window caret. You can now insert
text by typing.

Overwrite existing  Press Menu and choose Normally, when you type,
text Misc /Overwrite . new characters are
insertedat the caret.

Delete characters to Position the caret after the Hold the key down to
the left of the caret character and press delete more characters.
Backspace.

Delete characters to Position the caret before Hold the key down to
the right of the caret the character and press the delete more characters.
Delete key.

There are quicker ways of deleting a lot of text - see page 256

The clipboard

Edit supports the use of the global clipboard  an imaginary off screen area for
temporarily holding blocks of text for later retrieval. The clipboard allows you to
transfer objects held on there to other applications that support it, for example
copying a table produced in Edit to be inserted into an email.

The process usually involves two steps: an initial copy (or cut) operation, followed
by a paste operation.

Cutremoves the selection from the document and stores it on the clipboard.

Copymakes a copy of the selection and stores it on the clipboard. The selection in
the document remains in place.

Paste pastes the current contents of the clipboard into a document at the position
of the caret, or replaces the current selection in a document.

The clipboard holds a single item, so if you copy (or cut) a second block there it will
cause the previous contents to be forgotten.
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Selecting text

You can edit more than one character at a time by defining a block of text you want
to edit, then cutting, copying or pasting the whole block. A block of text can be one
or two characters, a word, a line, a paragraph or the whole document:

To Do this Notes
Select a word Double-click on the word.
Select a line Triple-click on the line.

Selectan area of text Click Select at the start, Another way is to drag
then Adjust at the end of Select across the block.

the block.
Extend a selected  Click Adjust at the new
block start or end.
Select the entire text Choose Select/Selectall.  You can also press Ctrl-A.
Cancel a selection  Choose Select /Clear, You can also press Ctrl-Z.

Block editing operations

First select a block of text as described in the previous section.

To Do this Notes

Copy a selection to Choose Select /Copy You can also press Ctrl-C.
the clipboard

Cut a selection to the Choose Select/Cut, You can also press Ctrl-X,
clipboard or Delete or Backspace.

Paste a selection Place the caret where you You can also press Ctrl-V or
from the clipboard want the selection to Insert.

appear and choose

Select Paste.
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To Do this Notes

Delete a selection  Choose Select Delete. You can also press Ctrl-K.
without affecting the
clipboard contents

Swap upper and Choose Select/Swap case. You can also press Ctrl-S.
lowercase characters
in a selection

Undoing changes

If you make a mistake or have second thoughts about an edit, choose Edit/lUndo

(or press F8) to step back through your most recent changes. The number of
changes you can reverse in this way varies according to the complexity of the
operations involved.

Edit/Redo(or the F? key) allows you to remake changes you reversed with Undo,

Finding and replacing text

Edit has a very sophisticated find and replace function, to enable you to find words
or characters in a document and replace them by others if you wish.

To find a particular word or character (the ‘target string’) position the caret at the
start of the file before choosing Find. The target string may be any combination of
words, numbers, letters, spaces or other non-printing characters.

Searching for a string
1 ChooseEdit/Find:

Find text |
@ Previous M
Find | Find this text |
Replace with | |
__|Case sensitive
) Magic characters ) Wildcarded expressions

2 Type in the string you wish to find. If you've already tried to find the string once
and want to search for it again, click on Previous .
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3 Click onGo. If the string is not located, the message Not found s
displayed. Otherwise, the Text found dialogue box appears.

k€102 arg Textfound =-C

Shor: Utsf Stop | Gonﬁnue%plaoe ~|— R

| ———Last Replace | End of file replace +— E

v Undo_ | __Do——D
Found

The buttons in this dialogue box allow you to do the following things:

To Do this

Replace one string by =~ ChooseEdit/Findas above. Type in the string to be
another found, then press once. Type in the string to
replace it and click on Go;

To replace just this string, click on Last Replace.

Replace the found string Click onReplace.
and move to the next
instance

Replace all instances of Click onEnd of file replace .
the found string

Undo the last replace  Click onUndo. Click onreDoto replace it again

Resume searching for the Click on Continue
next instance of the string

QuitFind Click on Stop.
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Other useful facilities

To

EDIT

Do this

Delete more than one
instance of a string

Find the string and replace it with nothing (leave the
Replace box blank).

Count the number of
instances of a string

Choose Edit Findthen click onCount,

Making searches case sensitive

By default, Find text makes no distinction between upper and lower case: it will
find for example HELLO, hello, or HelLLo. If you click on Case sensitive, however,

it will find only those instances which match exactly in case.

Using magic characters

You can also use find and replace special, or ‘magic’ characters. Click on Magic
characters(or press F5) in the Find dialogue box and a list of them will be
displayed in the lower half of the dialogue box:

Find text |

Find | | |

\.=any char
\xXX=hex char
\"=any string

Replace with | |

__| Case sensitive
(® Magic characters

) Wildcarded expressions
\a=any letter or digit \d=any digit
\n=newline =t

\&=found string \eX=ctl-X
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Magic characters start with a \ character, and you type them into the Findand
Replace with boxes exactly as shown:

To Type in Notes

Match any character at all, \.
including spaces and
non-alphabetic characters

Match any single alphabetic \a Sot\ap matchestip,tap,andtop,

or numeric character but nottrap.

Match any digit (0 to 9) \d

Match characters by their ~ \xXX  Thus\ x61 matches lower-casea. This
ASCII number, expressed in is principally useful for finding
hexadecimal characters that are not in the normal

printable range.

Match the newline character \n To the computer, this is a character just
like any other.

Search for a string actually \\ To search for the stringscat\ a or
containing the backslash cot\a,typec\at\\a .

character\ while using magic

characters

Match any string (including a \* This is most useful in the middle of a
string consisting of no search string. For example,j o\ *n
characters at all) matchesj on, j ohn, andj ohaan .

Represent the found stringin \&  This is particularly useful when you've
the Replace with box used magic characters in the Find
string. For example, if you've searched
fort\ap, and youwantto add ans to
the end of all the strings found,\ &s in
the Replace with box will replacetip,
tap andtop bytips,taps and
tops.

Match control code Ctrl-X, \cX  Thus\cl matches the tab character,
where X is any character and is equivalent to a\ x09 search.
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Using wildcarded expressions

There is also a facility for specifying wildcarded expressions in search strings. Click
on Wildcarded expressions (or press F6) in the Find dialogue box to display the
ones you can use:

Find text |
Go| Previous| Count
Find | tp |
Replace with | & |
| Case sensitive
) Magic characters (@ Wildcarded expressions
Any . Newline $ | Alphanum @ Digit #
Ctrl | Normal \ Sef |Set
Not ~ Oormore * | 1or more * Most %
To - Found & Field# ? Hex x

Click on the wildcard character you wish to enter and it is copied into the text box
at the caret.

To Click on Notes

Match any single character Any .
Match linefeeds Newline $

Match any alphanumeric Alphanum @
character (AtoZ,atoz, 0to 9,

and )
Match O to 9 Digit #
Match a control character cr | For example, to search for

Ctrl-Z, typein| z.

Match the character following ~ Normal \ # would be searched for as\ #
it even if it is a special
character

Match any one of the Set] This is always case sensitive.
characters between the
brackets
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To Click on Notes

Match any character (in the To -

ASCI| character set) between
two given characters

(e.g.a - z)

Not match character Not ~ ~C matches any character
apart from C. This can also be
applied to sets.

Match zero or more 0 or more * T*O matches T, TO,TOO,

occurrences of a character or a TOOO etc.

set of characters

Match one or more 1 ormore A TrO matches TO, TOO, TOOO
occurrences of a character or a etc.
set of characters

%is the same as”, except Most % In this case the longest
when used as the final element sequence of matching

of a search string characters is found.

Match the found string Found & This is useful with wildcard

characters in the Find string.
For example, if you've
searched fort. p, and want to
add ans to the end of all the
strings found, &s in the
Replace with string will
replacetip,tap andtop by
tips,taps andtops.
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To Click on Notes

Match the nth ambiguous part  Field# 2 Ambiguous parts are those

of the search pattern, where n which could not be exactly

is a digit from 0 to 9 specified in the search string;
e.g. in the search string
%t red*$ there are two
ambiguous parts, % and* $ -
which are ?0 and?1
respectively. Ambiguous parts
are numbered from left to
right. (Only to be used in the
Replace with string).

Match the character whose Hex X 61 matches lower-case a.
ASCII number is nn, where nn This is principally useful for
is a two-digit hex number finding characters that are not

in the normal printable range.

The full power of the wildcard facility can be illustrated by a few examples:

To count how many lower case letters appear in a piece of text:
Find: [a-z]

and click on Count

To count how many words are in a piece of text:

Find: %@

and click on Count

To surround all words in a piece of text by brackets:

Find: %@

Repl ace with: (&)

and click on Go, then onEnd of File Replace in the Found dialogue box.

To change all occurrences of strings like #i ncl ude "h. foo" into
#include "foo.h" :

Find: \#include "h\.%@"
Replace wi th:#include "?0.h"
and click on Go, then on End of File Replace in the Found dialogue box.
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To remove all ASCII characters, other than those between space and ~, and the
newline character, from a file:

Find: ~[ -\~$]

Repl ace with: (nothing)

and click on Go, then onEnd of File Replace in the Found dialogue box (i.e.

find all characters outside the set from the space character to the ~ character,
and newline, and replace them with nothing). In fact this could be written

without the\ , since ~ would not make sense in this context if it had its special
meaning of Not:

Find: ~[ -~$]

Reading in text from another file

If you want to add all the text from another file into the current file:

1 Position the caret at the point where the inserted text is to appear.

2 Open the directory display for the source file, and drag its icon into the
destination text window.

The entire contents of the source file is then copied into the destination file,
starting at the caret position. The caret appears at the end of the text you have
inserted.

There are two ways of reading in part of one file into another:

Highlight the text you want to save out from the source file, then choose
Edit/Copy or press Ctrl-C. Move the pointer over the destination document
and click to position the caret, then choose Edit/Paste or press Ctrl-V.

Position the caret in the destination file. Highlight the text you want to save
out from the source file, then drag the Edit/Save selection/Save asicon into
the destination file.
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Formatting text
Formatting describes how the text in Edit is arranged on the page.

Before you can use these features, click in the Edit window to get the input focus
(the title bar will turn yellow).

To Do this Notes

Set a margin Choose Display/Margin . You can have one lefthand
Type in a value and press . margin set at a time in Edit.
The margin is set in pixels.

) B <untithed> * Wordwr,

5

The Edlt ml:namn a#lm qn?
create or edil files of plain tex
Clike this ene), and to create and
edit BRSIC programs,|

Set the line spacing Choose Display /Line Line spacing is set in
spacing. Type in a value pixels, and can be a
and press . positive or negative value.

i B <unbitieds * Wordwrap [E

]

The Edit application allous weu to |
create or edit files of plain text |}
(like this ene), and to creste and

edit BASIC prograns.| =

Reformat all lines in Place the caret anywhere in Useful for tidying up after
a paragraphtoa  the paragraph, choose editing. Width is measured
given length Edit Format text, type in a in characters per line: this
value for width and press . value is also used by the
Wordwrap option.

Make your text fit the Choose Display Window Revert to default by

size of the window wrap. choosing the option again.
Prevent words being Choose Misc/Wordwrap . A newline character is

split over lines as you inserted at the end of a line
type and the next whole word is

wrapped onto the next line.
Line length is set in the
Edit/Format textoption.

Convert linefeeds to ChooseEdit/CR LF, Carriage returns appear as
carriage returns (and Choose again to undo. [0D in the text.
vice-versa)
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Indenting text

You can indent a selected block of text in Edit. The indent is defined in character
spaces. You can indent using just spaces, or add a text prefix to the beginning of
each line of a block.

To indent a selected block of text, choose Edit/Select/Indent:

Edit
Misc P
Save F3nr Select

Soc NECTR

Edit > Print

Display ™| Swapcase *S Indent
[ | number -> insert spaces
Cut ax | -number -> strip characters
Copy AC other -> insert at each line
Paste V|| I }
Delete K
seloctal A | _cancel | | K|
Clear Az

You can then type in one of three different types of indent:
A positive number gives you an indent of the specified width.

A negative number: -5, for example, deletes the specified number of spaces
or characters from the beginning of the block line - use this to cancel an
indent.

You can also type in text: IGNORE, orNote, for example. This will then appear
at the beginning of every line in the selected block. You can remove this text by
indenting with a suitable negative number:

[ B <untitled> *

=

|

; Example line of text
no indent Example line of text

, Example line of text
indent=4 Example line of text

_ ple line of text
indent = -4 Ele line of text

) ote: Exanple line of text
indent = Note: Hota: Example line of text
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Using tabs

Tabs in Edit are designed to work with fixed-pitch fonts, such as the System font. If
you use tabs in Edit with proportionally-spaced fonts (such as Trinity, for example),
tables will not line up properly.

Laying out tables with irregular columns

Lay out the first line of a table (the headings, for example) using spaces between
each column. On the next line, press Tab and the caret will jump to each column in

turn:
(W IFINRIN] IIUC“.IIIIsa

[ 2| ADFS:HardDisc4.$.schedule E

Today’s Sehedule - /3

Tine Place .~ Person Reason

89,20 Heeting roon 1 Doug Sort out today's itinerary

18,18 Boardroon Senlor managers  De-briefing _

12,48 City hall karen Halsh Planning discussions

13,38 Panos Bob and James Horking lunch

5.4 Meeting room 1 Group meeting Progress reports & sales targets [
=

= - ™ e~ [

Laying out tables with regular columns

Pressing Tab with Misc /Column tabs switched on sets tabs every eight spaces.

5 B <untitied> * ColTab E
vales t1gures for the year to Hugust A
eges  leeks celery peas  beans
Jan 168 438 28 £98 6]
Feb 429 23 926 178 43 -
Har 867 234 97 13 36
fipr 674 848 67 298 73
Hay 958 634 1] 47h 43
Jun 978 097 43 387 83
Ily 149 867 o4 949 83
flug 47 643 87 985 ?5]
=
B | - - e [

Converting tab characters to column tabs

You may have text, imported from another application, which has tab characters
(appearing as[ 09] ) embedded in it. These can be expanded into Edit regular
column tabs (eight spaces for each tab character) by choosing Edit/Expand tabs.

The text will be reformatted so that each tab character is replaced by eight spaces.
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Changing the display font

You can display text files using any available desktop font:

To Do this Notes

Change the screen Choose from the Tabs and columns will not
font displayed by  Display Fontsubmenus. look rightin proportional
Edit fonts.

Change the screen Choose the size in points You can specify a different

font size from the Display fFont size size in the bottom of the
menu. Font size menu.
Change the screen Choose Display /Font The current width will not
font height heightthen the size you be changed (use
want (in points). Display Font size).
Change the text Choose a colour from the
colour Display /Foreground
submenu.
Change the Choose a colour from the
background colour Display Background
submenu.
Invert text and Choose Display /Invert. Choosing this option again
background colours toggles back.

Note: Font information is not saved with the text file, so does not print. You can
only have one style of text at a time in each Edit document.
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Saving text files

TheSave menu allows you to save a complete file; you can also save part of a file.

To Do this Notes

Save a new file Press Menu over the text You can also press F3 to
file and drag the Save /Save display the Save asbox.
asicon to the destination
directory (changing the
defaultnameText Fil e if

necessary).

Save a file that's Press F3 followed by
already been saved (Return).

Save part of a text file Select the text you wantto You can use this method to
save. Press Menu, drag and export text to another text
drop the Selection /Save file, or another application
/Save asicon. (e.g. Draw - see page 339).

Printing text files

There are several ways of printing a text file; to use them, you first need to load the
Printers application (refer to Printing your files on page 207).

To Do this Notes

Print an open text file Choose Misc Print You can also press the Print
Screen key, or drag the
Save/Save asicon onto
the printer’s icon bar icon.

Print a selection Choose Select Print. You can also drag the
Select/Save asicon onto
the printer’s icon bar icon.

Print a text file not  Drag the file's icon to the
currently open printer’s icon bar icon.

Note: Text files are always printed out using the printer’s default font. This
overrides any screen font (chosen from the Edit/Display Fontmenu).
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Other features of Edit

This section describes some features of Edit that you won't need to use very often.

To Do this Notes

Extend an Edit Enter the line length (in  The units of measurement

window so it's wider terms of System font are System font characters,

than the current characters) in the even if you are using a

screen mode Display Work area/Width different display font. The
box. maximum size is 480

System font characters.
Not available when
Window wrapis on.

Send the caretto a ChooseEdit/Goto, ‘Line’ means the string of
specific line of text P l characters between two
arentine[s presses of . If you have
Ii not formatted your text, a
curert char| 265 line in this sense may run
Gomlmelil over more than one display
line.
See information Display the Misc/Infobox. You can also choose Info
about Edit from Edit’s icon bar menu.
See information Display the Misc FFile This tells you the file type,
about the current file information box. whether it's been modified,
T the size in characters and

o Medifec? | N0 creation (or modification)
J Twelw date.
| ADFS:HardDisc4.$.Info
Size | 285
Date|  11:58:58 22-Jul1991

Change afile's type Enter the new type in the See also Creating other file

Misc/Set type box. typeson page 254.
Open another Choose Misc/New view Changes you make in one
window on the same window will be reflected in
file any others.
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Writing and editing BASIC programs

Edit allows you to write BASIC programs, converting the Text files produced in Edit
to tokenised BASIC files. A tokenised file is one where BASIC keywords are
replaced by seldom-used ASCII characters, to make the program smaller and faster
in execution.

Writing a new program

To write a new program, choose Create /BASICfrom Edit's icon bar menu. You can
type your program directly into an Edit window. There is no need to include line
numbers, as Edit will insert them for you when you save the file. Press at the end
of the last line of the program.

Editing an existing program

To use Edit for working on an existing BASIC program, simply drag the program'’s
icon from its directory onto the Edit icon on the icon bar, or Shift double-click on
its icon.

Line numbers

By default, line numbers will be stripped when a BASIC file is loaded. To turn this
option on or off, choose Strip line numbersfrom the Edit icon bar menu. If a
reference to a line is found, an error box will appear.

Line numbers are added when a BASIC file is saved. Use Line number increment
from the Editicon bar menu to set the number increment between successive lines
in the program.

Edit
Info P
Save choices
Create 2 Options
r~ v/ Strip line numbers Increment
Quit Line number increment g 10

Converting to a tokenised file

A tokenised file saves space: top-bit-set characters and control characters
(non-printing characters) are used to stand for the BASIC keywords. So, for
example, the Hex character E3 stands for the keyword FOR.

Converting a text file to a tokenised file is usually quite straightforward. If there are
no line numbers, by default Edit will start at 10 and increment by 10. If line
numbers are supplied, these are used as a basis for any lines without line numbers.
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Warnings

If there are line numbers, Edit will notsort them into ascending sequence and the
resulting BASIC program may behave strangely.

If your code is incomplete, Edit will warn you about the following problems:
Line number reference too large.
Mismatched quotes.

Mismatched brackets.

In all cases Edit will also quote the offending line number. After you have clicked
onOK, the tokenising continues.

Attempts to tokenise a crunched program (e.g. one with the spaces removed) will
generally result in a non-functioning program.

Printing a BASIC program

If you have Edit running, you can print a BASIC program on paper by dragging its
icon onto a printer driver icon. Edit will perform the conversion to allow the
program to be printed.

Quitting Edit

Choose Quitfrom the Edit icon bar menu to stop Edit and remove it from the
computer’'s memory. A dialogue box may be displayed, warning you if there are any
current files you have not saved.

Edit |

1 file modified

Discard | Cancel

Saving Edit application preferences

Edit You may wish to change some aspects of the way new Edit windows appear. For
Info M example, a new window normally opens using black text on a white background,

Save choices but you may prefer to have blue text on a red background.
Create >

BASIC options »  You can set features of this type by setting up Edit just as you wish to use it, then
Quit choosing Save choicesfrom the icon bar menu. Next time you start Edit and open
a new window your choices will be used as the defaults.
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Keyboard shortcuts

On occasions, it can be quicker when you are working in Edit to use the keyboard
instead of the mouse, especially once you are familiar with Edit through its menus.

When editing
To Use this keystroke
Move caret one character left, right, upor , ,,
down
Move caret one word left or right Shift- , Shift-
Move caret one windowful up or down Shift- , Shift-
Move caret to start of file Ctrl-
Move caret to end of file Ctrl-
Move caret to start or end of line Ctrl- , Ctrl-

Scroll file one line without moving caret  Ctrl Shift- , Ctrl Shift-

Cut selection, or delete character to left of Backspace
caret if none

Cut selection, or delete character to right of Delete
caret if none

Place caret at top of document Home

Place caret at end of document End

Delete word at current caret position Shift-End

Delete line at caret Ctrl-End

Scroll up or down one window Page Up, Page Down

Keystroke equivalents in the Misc menu

To Use this keystroke
Print the file. Print

Toggle overwrite mode on or off. Shift-F1

Toggle column tabs on or off. Shift-F3

Toggle word wrap on or off. Ctrl-F5
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Keystroke equivalents in the Select menu

To Use this keystroke

Swap case of text under the selection Ctrl-S

Indent selection Ctrl-F4

Cut selection to clipboard Ctrl-X, Delete

Copy selection to clipboard Ctrl-C

Paste from clipboard, replacing any selection Citrl-V, Insert

Delete selection without affecting the clipboard Ctrl-K

Select all Ctrl-A

Clear selection Ctrl-Z, Escape,
Shift-Fé

Keystroke equivalents in the Edit menu

To Use this keystroke

Display Find dialogue box. F4

Display Gotodialogue box. F5

Undo last action. F8

Redo last action. F9

Format text block. Ctrl-F6
Toggle between CR and LF versions of the file. Ctrl-F8
Expand tabs. Ctrl-Shift-F1
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Keystroke equivalents in the Find menu

Note: these keystroke definitions only come into play once the Finddialogue box
has been displayed (e.g. by typing F4).

To Use this keystroke
Move caret between the find and replace textin

the Find box.

This starts the search and displays the Text F1

found dialogue box if the text string is found.

Use previous find and replace strings. F2

Count occurrences of find string. F3

Toggle case sensitive switch. F4

Toggle magic characters switch. F5

Toggle wildcard expressions switch. Fé6

Keystroke File options

To Use this keystroke

Open a dialogue box enabling you to load an F2
existing text file into a new window.

Open a dialogue box enabling you to insert an  Shift-F2
existing text file at the caret position. If any text

is selected, it will be replaced with the loaded

file.

Save the file in the current window. Thisisa F3
shortcut to the normalSave asdialogue box.
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26 Draw /9

D raw is a powerful and sophisticated drawing package; you can use it to draw
and edit diagrams and pictures made up from various kinds of graphical
objects.

Draw uses coordinates to describe the position of objects on the page in a
technique often referred to asvector graphics These have an advantage over
pixel-based graphics in that to transform the picture requires only moving the
coordinates around; rotating the image, for example, causes no loss of clarity.

You'll probably find that the easiest way of learning Draw is to read through Basic
ideas (on the next page) and then work through the Draw tutorial which follows,

before reading the more detailed sections.

Starting Draw
Draw is in the Apps icon bar directory display. To start Draw:
1 Double-click on the IDraw icon, to install it on the icon bar.

2 Click on the Draw icon bar icon to open a new Draw window.

[ | <untitied> F

RI2IRIZ

o
4\\..

>|&|0/0]

L

|/
~J pre I e I |
Alternatively, edit an existing drawing by dragging its file icon to the Draw icon on
the icon bar, or by double-clicking on it.
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Basic ideas

The Draw window

The Draw window looks similar to other application windows when you first load it,
except that down its lefthand side there is a strip of icons called thetoolbox The

toolbox allows you to draw or select objects without having to use menus.

s B | <untitled> 5
Y
X
Toolbox &
\m
l
|
=
Az
R
F
wl\ B
Draw objects

A Draw diagram is built up from objects of a number of different types. Draw stores
information about each object, which means you can subsequently change
individual objects without affecting the other objects.

The basic object types are:

Paths, consisting of a sequence of line segments. Each line segment can be
straight or curved. A path can be closed to form a polygon or curved object, or
left open. The path is the basic element of a drawing.

Rectangles and ellipses, which are also made from path objects. This means
that you can edit them.

Text lines, in a range of fonts, sizes, and colours.

Text areas, consisting of several lines of text. Text areas can be used for
simple desktop publishing, and for annotating drawings.

Sprites, which are graphic shapes made up of an array of coloured pixels. You
can create sprites using Paint (see chapter on page 351) and then load them
into Draw.

JPEGfiles - compressed photographic images - such as those in the
Document s. User Gui de. Pictures  directory.
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You can combine objects together as a group which you can then (usually)
manipulate like any other object. Draw records the objects that were used to build
a group, so that it may subsequently be ‘ungrouped’ into its constituents. Groups
can also be used as components of other groups.

Each object has a style consisting of a number of attributes | Attributes are used to
define the colours of an object, line widths, text fonts and sizes, and so on. The
exact range of attributes depends on the type of object.

Draw modes

You can use Draw in three operating modes:
Enter mode - used to create new Draw objects (like lines and squares).

Select mode - used to change object attributes (like line colour) and to move
and alter objects.

Path edit mode - used to reshape an object by altering its paths and
segments.

Don't worry about these names too much - when you're actually using Draw you'll
change between the modes without thinking about it!

The mouse pointer changes according to which mode you are using: in Enter mode
itis shown as a star, and in Select and Path edit mode as an arrow.

7 X

Tools and shortcuts

To make it easier to construct a diagram, Draw has a number of tools and
shortcuts:

TheToolbox s attached to the lefthand edge of each Draw window. You can
use this to draw and edit shapes, without having to use menus.

You can display a Gridto help you align objects in a diagram. Various different
sizes and shapes of grid are available.

Keyboard shortcuts duplicate the effect of the more frequent Draw actions.
These are listed at the end of this chapter on page 348, and also appear
alongside the corresponding menu entries on the screen.

You can use New viewto display more than one view of a diagram; different
views can have different grid and zoom factor settings. Changes made to the
drawing in one view affect the other view as well.
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The drawing area

When you start a drawing, the Draw window displayed on your screen only shows
part of your actual drawing area. The drawing area is usually the size of an A4 sheet
of paper, but you can make it as small as A5 or as large as AO, depending on the
size of the drawing you want to create. You can also decide whether the drawing
area is a landscape rectangle (where the horizontal side is longer) or a portrait
rectangle (where the vertical side is longer). You can use the scroll bars on the
Draw window to move around the drawing area.

This drawing area is Landscape A4

A CHCHIUE WEIK GF UM TTUTRIEY IRE INFORMATION

Proceed alvag the main Swafford t Handley road and wrm lefl 1 Barfell just
befare you reach Hardley. Continte aloeg this road until you arrive at a car park. GOING  Wet

Go through a turmstile at the
Garston Hall. Continue uniil
wrack that beads up inio the w
an your Ief. If you're lacky, you may

TIME 3 hours
LENGTH & miles

s th
il yo

for about a mile unii
views over the lake, . .-
Feature

u reach a pcnic site. From

he

Leaving the picnic site h which clims 1, keeping Bracks Farm an
your lefi. Follow th or about twa miles. You will be able 1o see Garside
Fellin the far distance. The car park is now n few bandred yards away.

Haorses vou might
see e the wond

View from the Picnic site

The Draw window shows
part of the whole drawing area
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Draw tutorial

DRAW

This tutorial section introduces Draw by helping you create the picture below.

A circular walk around Hardley lake

Proceed along the main Swafford w Hardley road and turn left to Burfell just
hefore you reach Hardley. Continue along this road until you arrive at a car park.

Go through a tumstile at the back of the car park and follow the footpath past
Garston Hall. Continue until you cross over the Burfell road and then take the
track that leads up into the wood. Onee you are inside the wood keep the fence
on your left. If you're lucky, you may see some horses behind the fence. Coming
out'of the wood take the footpath which passes by an old ruined house. Continue
for about a mile until you reach a picnic site. From here you have uninterrupted
views over the lake.

Leaving the picnic site take lJIL‘}]’:th which climbs up, keeping Brooks Farm on

your left, Follow the ridge for about two miles. You will be able 1o see Garside
Fell in the far distance. The car park is now a few hundred yands away

to Burfell

oy ® 5100ks Farm
L &

to Swafford

INFORMATION

GOING  Wet
TIME 3 hours
LENGTH 6 miles

** Feature **

Herses you might
see in the wood

View from the Picnic site

I’\

The drawing above shows a six mile walk through the countryside, and is divided

into four parts:

A map showing the route of the walk and how to get to the starting point.

A written description of the walk.

A photographic view of part of the walk.

An information box describing how many miles long the walk is, how long it

takes to complete, the going (wet) and any points of interest.

The following pages will take you step-by-step through the process of creating the
above drawing, showing you how to draw a map compass, lake, roads, road scale,
woods and rivers. You'll also learn how to drag text files (created by Edit) and

sprites (created by Paint) into a Draw window.
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Undoing your mistakes

If you do something by mistake while you're working through this tutorial, try
pressing F8. This is a keyboard shortcut for the MiscUndo option, and should

undo your last operation. If you decide that you didn't want to undo something
after all, just press F9 (Redo).

Selecting Draw objects

Before you start on the map, it's worth spending a short time practising how to
select objects. This is important: before you can do anything to a Draw object -
move it, for instance, or change its colour - you need to select it.

A Draw picture will typically contain lots of objects overlapping each other, and
often one object will be completely behind another. Selecting just the object you
want to alter needs a bit of skill.

1 Openthe Docunents. User Gui de. Dr awTut or directory and
double-click on the file called Si gn. Once this file is loaded it looks like this:

This drawing consists of three objects:
the outside circle - this is at the front (i.e. on top) of the three objects
the triangle
the exclamation mark - at the back of the stack of three objects

k | 2 Choose the Select tool from the toolbox (if it's not already highlighted).
The toolbox is the strip of icons down the lefthand side of the Draw window -
click on the arrow at the bottom of the toolbox and it will be highlighted.

3 Click on the circle to select it. A dotted box (known as a bounding box) will
appear around it, indicating that it is selected:

P

Handles for rotating and
resizing a selected object

. (you'll learn about these

later on)

s
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Selecting ‘buried’ objects

When an object’s bounding box extends beyond others, it's easy to select: as long
as you click on that part of the object, it will be selected. When an object is in front
of others (as the circle is), again you'll have no problem: click anywhere within it to
select it.

However, it can be difficult to select an object that's ‘'underneath’ other objects.
You can often see many objects apparently occupying the same physical place, but
in fact they're ‘stacked’ on top of one another.

For instance, clicking on the triangle will in fact select the circle, because the circle
is in front of the triangle. To select the triangle, you need to double-click on it.

If you double-click many times, you'll ‘tunnel down’ through the objects that are
stacked on top of each other, selecting each one in turn.

Changing the ‘stacking order’ of overlapping objects

Select The exclamation mark is behind the triangle, so you couldselect it by
Selectall “A ' double-clicking and tunnelling down through the stack of objects to reach it.
Clear "Z " However, another way of getting to a buried object is to send the objects coverin
ST y of getting j j g
Spes it to the back of the stack:
Cut X
Copy »c | 1 Selectthe circle, press Menu and choose Select/Back (or press Ctrl-B).
;FTT Aé 2 Select the triangle (by double-clicking) press Menu and choose Select /Back.
elete
Front *F 3 Selectthe exclamation mark by single-clicking on it.
Back B
arou e
Ungrouy "
Edit rE

Snapto grid *S
Justify "
nterpolate

aaaaaa

e Now the exclamation mark is always at the front; you don't need to double-click
Convert to patt . .
= =" repeatedly each time you want to select it.

You can change the stacking order of objects using this method (e.g. you could
bring the circle to the front of the stack by selecting it and choosing Select /Front).
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DRAW TUTORIAL

Moving selected objects

Once you've selected an object, you can drag it anywhere within the Draw window.
For example:

1 Select the exclamation mark and move the pointer inside the bounding box.

2 Now hold down Select and drag the exclamation mark outside the circle (don't
click on the 'handles’, these stretch and rotate the object):

T (Be careful not to

= drag either of
these handles)

Having practised selecting objects, there is nothing else you need to do with this
file, so you can close it by clicking on its Close icon. If during your experimenting,
you have changed the file at all, you'll see a message warning you of this; click on
Discardto tell the computer you don't want to save your changes.

Start the drawing: create the map symbols

v Ad
A5

Six different symbols are used on the map; two types of tree, a picnic site, a
mountain, an historic building and a parking site symbol:

A O A A @

The first part of this tutorial takes you through creating these symbols.

Set the size of the drawing area

The first step in creating the map is to click on the Draw icon on the icon bar (if you
don't have Draw loaded on the icon bar see page 277). This displays an empty Draw
window. You should now check that the drawing area is A4, landscape:

1 Move your pointer into the Draw window and press Menu.

2 Make sure both Landscape and A4 are ticked in the Misc/Paper limits menu.

Make the Draw window larger

The Draw window that is displayed is quite small. Increase the size of this window:

1 Make sure that the zoom is 1:1 (press Menu and check the Zoom option).

2 Dragthe window to the top left of your screen.
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E 3 Dragthe Adjust size icon down and to the right so the window is larger, and
looks nearly square.

Switch on Draw’s grid

Grid To superimpose a grid within the window:
v Show  Fi
Lock 1TF1

Auto adjust 2 ChooseGrid/Showby clicking with Adjust.

Colour » 3 ChooseGrid/Lock(this time click Select and the menu will disappear):

1 Press Menu on the Draw window.

N EX] <untitied> Lock g

LR . R S T I I O R R |

v cm
Inch (y only)
vem (yonly) &

v Rectangular
Isometric

=R |00 [2R[CX[=
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The easiest way to create most of the map symbols is to draw them large and then
shrink them down to the size you want. When you have finished creating all the
map symbols your Draw window will look something like this:

N + E + +
— + E + +
AY :
A z -+ -+ + + + + + + + + +
R —
k - + + -+ + + + + + + + +
I‘ - + + + + + + + + + + +
/
|
i
| + + + + + + + + + + +
|
|
f '
| + -+ + + + + + + + +
|
|
Too [box

,+ﬁ-+-+|-+ E+-+-+-++++-+-+++

Create the hall symbol

There are five steps involved in creating the hall symbol:

D

1 2 3 4 5

. 1 Choose the Rectangle tool from the toolbox, then move the pointer over one of
the grid markers near the top lefthand corner and click. This marks one corner
of the rectangle. Move the pointer down two grid units and right three grid
units and click again. The rectangle will be displayed, locked to the grid.

/\/ 2 Now choose the Straight line tool. Create two vertical lines within the
rectangle. (To draw a single line, click once at the start point of the line, move
the pointer, then double-click at the end point of the line.)

3 Now draw a two-segment line for the roof: Move to the top left of the rectangle
and click once. Move right one and a half grid units and up one grid unit and
click again. Finally move to the top right of the rectangle and double-click.
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4 Next, to make the rectangle and all the lines in the symbol into one object, you
have to select them all and then group them:

\ Choose the Select tool at the bottom of the toolbox. Select all the objects in
the hall symbol (by dragging a selectboxaround them), press Menu and choose
Select /Group;

e e [

Selectall *A

Clear Az

Duplicate  *D

Cut X

Copy "C

Paste "V

E:::::e ,.l; press Menu and

Back "B the top left of the the select box will be choose Select/Group

_________________ symbol down and to the selected

right to create a select

Ungroup *U box

Edit 'E If you now click outside the new bounding box, it will disappear. To select the

Snap to grid S symbol again just click on it.
Justify Y 5 Finally, thicken the lines in the symbol to make it stand out more: Select the
nterpolate

hall symbol, press Menu and choose 4 from the Style Line width menu. All the
lines in the symbol will be redrawn 4 points wide (a pointis 1/72 inch).

Grade

Convert to path
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Create the conifer tree symbol
/\/ 1 Choose the Straight line tool in the toolbox.
AI 2

Move to the right of the hall symbol and draw a vertical line four grid units high
(notice that the lines you draw now are very thick).

3 Move to the left of the line and create a two-line segment to act as the top two
branches of the tree (do this in the same way you created the roof of the hall
symbol).

4 Now move down and create two more sets of branches.

- R e S o I S

draw a vertical draw a two-line segment draw the next two
line 4 grid units at the top of the tree to sets of branches in
high represent two branches the same way

\ 5 When you've finished the tree choose the Select tool, drag a select box around
the tree and group it into one object.

Create the picnic site symbol

The picnic site symbol is much easier to create than it looks:

1 Select the tree symbol you have just created, press Menu and choose
Select Duplicate. A copy of the tree will appear slightly below and to the right
of the original. Drag this copy several grid markers to the right of the original
tree.

2 Choose the Straight line tool and add three lines to the copy of the tree to
make up the remainder of the picnic site symbol.

3 Once again make the symbol into a single object by grouping it.

. Create the mountain symbol

The mountain symbol is just a solid triangle and is very simple to create.

Ml 1 Choose the Joined line tool.

This tool allows you to create straight lines with the added feature that, when
you double-click to end your path, an extra line is drawn to join the last point
to the first point.
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2 Move to the right of the picnic site symbol and draw a triangle as shown below.
(The third line is drawn automatically when you double-click on the last point.)
< then single-click here

1 single-click here____ g <« 3 then move the pointer

here and double-click

3 Now colour the inside of the triangle black: Choose the Select tool and Select
the triangle, press Menu and go into the Style fFill colourbox. Click on the
black patch near the bottom right of the Fill colour box and click on OK:

Fill colour
@ RGB_) CMYK ) HSV

[ Red /A%
JGreen [ A%
@ Blue /A%

._md—ﬂ click here
_ _|None  cancel | OK | <t— 2 clickonOK

How style options work

Before you draw your next symbol it is important that you understand how the
Style menu works. Every time you choose a style, e.g. Fill colour, it stays in force
until you change it again, and it affects other tools. So if you set Fill colour to

black, any subsequent rectangles, lines and curves you draw will also be filled in
black. To avoid drawing an object in the wrong style, each time you choose a new
tool check that you have the correct fill colour, line width etc. beforeyou draw the

new object.

Create the deciduous tree symbol

The deciduous tree symbol requires a little more time and ‘artistry’ to create. Draw
this symbol below the other symbols. All your symbols will then be in full view
without the need to scroll.

Nl 1 Choose the Straight line tool. Move the pointer near to the bottom right of the

window and draw a small vertical line.

2 Turn off the Grid /Showand Grid Lock options (it's very difficult to draw curves
with the grid switched on).
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3 Choose the Curved line tool.
N

Choose Nonein the Style Fill colourbox, then click onOK This will ensure
that whatever you draw next will notbe filled in.

5 Move the pointer to the top of the small vertical line and click. Now move very
slightly down and to the left.

You'll notice that there is a small blue square over the point where you first
clicked Select, and as you move the pointer a small orange square will also
appear. The blue squares are simply to show you where you clicked Select as
you build up a curve. The orange squares are control points ; they help to show

you how the curve is being generated (there’s more on this in Editing curves on

page 330). Both types of square will disappear when you finish your curve. For
the time being, just build up your curve clicking Select at roughly the points
shown below:

____—— 3finally double-click
here

2 then click at these positions

o 1 click here first

{
=
= |
When you come to the end of the curve double-click (and leave your pointer
where it is). Don't worry if your curve isn't exactly the same as the one above.

6 Now you can create the other two curves in the same way. By starting the next
curve where you finished the previous one you will create a smoother, more
continuous effect to the outline of the tree.

If you are dissatisfied with your curves you can either delete them and start
again, or edit them. You can delete a curve (or any object) by selecting it and
choosingSelect /Delete . If you want to learn how to edit curves see page 330.

7 Finally, make the symbol into a single object by grouping it.

Create the parking symbol
There are five steps involved in creating the car parking symbol:

D| 1 Turn on the Grid /Showoption (but leave the Grid Lock option off). Then
choose the Rectangle tool and set the Style /Line width to Thin.
2

Now move to the left of the deciduous tree symbol. Click and drag the pointer
to make a small rectangle, about half a grid unit wide, and almost one grid unit
tall.
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k | 3 Choose the Select tool and select the rectangle. Then press Menu and go into

the Style FFill colourbox. Click on the black patch near the bottom right of the
box and click on OK

-+ . . - +

draw the rectangle... ...then fill it in black

A 4 Choose the Text tool. Position the pointer near the rectangle you've just drawn
Zz and click. A caret will appear. Type the letter P,

5 Use the Select tool to select the P. Now go into the Style /Font size box and

k click Adjust on 14pt. The size of the P will increase to 14 points. Now move to
the Font name submenu and choose Homerton /Bold. TheP will be changed

into the new font.

6 While theP is still selected go into the Style /Text colourbox and change the
colour of the P to a light grey. Then drag the P so that it is centred inside the
rectangle. Now go back into the Text colour box and change the colour of the

P to white.
+-+‘+~El+-+-+-ﬂl
S LT ST ST ST S S
drag the P into the centre of the rectangle... ...then change the text
colour of the P to white
Azl Note: Never leave text colour set to white, or you won't see anything next time
you type in any text. Always change it to black again. To do this, choose the

Text tool, then click Menu and set the Style /Text colourto black (don't forget
to click on OK),

7 Finally, choose the Select tool and group the rectangle and the P to make a
parking symbol.
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Scale the map symbols

Now reduce the size of the first five symbols to the correct size for the map:

1 Begin by selecting the hall and mountain symbols (by clicking Adjust on each
symbol). Press Menu and copy them using Select /Duplicate .
2 Now drag the two selected copies down towards the bottom lefthand corner.

Notice that both selected objects move as you drag one of them. Deselect
them, drag each one separately into the bottom lefthand corner, then select
them both again.

3 Press Menu and move to the Transform Magnify box. Use the Backspace key
to delete any value already in the box, then type in 0. 2 and press (Return).

The two symbols will be reduced in size.

4 Select and copy the picnic site symbol, reduce the copy of the symbolto 0. 15,
and move it near the two already reduced.

5 Select and copy the two tree symbols, reduce the copies of these symbols to
0.1, and move them near the three already reduced.

Now move the parking sign symbol to the right of the five reduced symbols.

7 Finally, select all five original, large symbols and press Delete. All that you
should now see are the six symbols at the bottom left of the window:

I T TR SR S S T R I R T S TR + -

-+ﬁ-+-+l-+-E-+-+-+++-+-+-+-+-+ + -

Save your work for the first time

Now is a good time to save the work you've done so far. To do this:
1 Make sure that you have a directory display visible.

2 Press Menu over the Draw window, go into the Save fFile /Save asbox, delete
the wordDr awFi | e and type in a new filename, for example Map1 |

3 DragtheSave asicon to your directory display.

Draw
Misc [ = |
\
Style »| Selection 'F3 8:)
v Enter S : ...r.ﬂ..
Select F6M o Mapi| m
Transform exidred . e — |
PostScript *TPRINT
oo JPEG Image  "F3
Grid JrEl fmage )
 Toatox ¥+ |
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Drawing the map compass

N The next task before actually drawing the map is to construct the map compass.

Draw the first compass quadrant

The compass is made up of four quadrants, but you only need to create one.
1 Turn onGrid /Lock (Grid /Showshould still be on).

2 Choose the Joined line tool. Change the Style fFill colourto white. Then move
to the middle of the Draw window and click on one of the small grid markers.
Now move up 1.5 units and right 0.5 units and click again. Finally move down
two grid units and double-click to create a closed triangle:

-— 2 then move here and click

+

1 click here%ﬂ/‘ .

T 3 finally move here and
double-click

3 Move to the top of the triangle you've just created and click. Now draw a
second triangle:

+ 1 ig— 1 click here

© +

-« 2 then move here and click

- 3 finally move here and
double-click

4 Choose the Select tool and select the first triangle (the lefthand one) and fill it
in black using the Style fFill colourbox:

5 Finally, group the two triangles into a single object.
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Create the other quadrants of the compass

The next step is to make three copies of this quadrant and rotate them to form the
four quadrants of the compass.

1 With the quadrant selected, duplicate it three times (instead of using the

menu, just select the quadrant and then press Ctrl-D three times). As each
quadrant is copied it will be drawn in front of the previous one:

2 The last quadrant copied will still be highlighted. Press Menu and type 90 into
the Transform /Rotate box, then press (Return). The quadrant will be rotated
anticlockwise around its centre by 900. Then highlight the quadrant above this
one and rotate it by 1800. Rotate the other quadrant by 2700:

e

original quadrant———

+

rotate by 2700 g -« rotate by 1800

+

-« rotate by 900

+

Fit the quadrants together

The four quadrants overlap each other at the moment and will be difficult to join
accurately:
1 First, drag the three copied quadrants so that they form a fragmented star.

2 Then drag them so that their tips all meet the bottom tip of the original

quadrant:

first drag the ...then drag them
three new so that they join
quadrants up with the first
here...

3 Finally, group the four quadrants into a single object.
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Add the text

The next step is to add the text indicating north, south, east and west.

1 Choose the Text tool from the toolbox. Press Menu and choose
Style [Font size /20, From now on the size of any text you type into the drawing
area will be drawn at 20pt. (The font should still be set to Homerton /Bold .)

2 Position the pointer just above the top of the first quadrant and click. A caret
will appear. TypeN,

3 Move the pointer and click where you want to put the E. Type in the E then
move the pointer again and add the S andW.

Press Menu and switch off Grid /Show and Grid /Lock .

5 Now choose the Select tool and drag the letters into the correct positions:

1 add N, E,Sand W 2 turn the Grid off and
pasitiandettessaccutatgly

Scale and move the compass

When you finish drawing the compass drag a select box around it and group it.
Then press Menu and Transform /Magnifythe compass by 0. 5. Finally drag it to

the top right corner of the Draw window:

. a2l -
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Save your work as you go along

Now is a good time to save your drawing. The easiest way to do this is to use a
shortcut - press the F3 button at the top left of the keyboard. This displays the
Save asbox. You've already saved your work in a file called Mapl, so just click on

OKand the work you've done since you last saved your file will be saved.

Note: |t's a good idea to save your work every 10 minutes or so.

Drawing the map

The next stage is to draw the map itself. When you have finished the map your
Draw window will look something like this:

= S| ADFS::Floppy.$.Map03 ©

M7 1o Burfell

Q:Q’ @ Brooks Farm
8%

to Swafford

]

o |

The sequence in which you'll build up the various parts of the map is:
Main road to Swafford

Road to Burfell and river

Hardley Lake, Garston Hall and picnic site

Path and Brooks Farm

Mountain and parking area

Conifers and deciduous trees

Map scale

0 N O~ a1~ W N

Map text.
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Draw the main road to Swafford

(\} Choose the Curved line tool and set the Style/Fill colourto None . Move the
! pointer above the Hall symbol and create the following curve (don't forget to
double-click at the end of the curve):

b
" S
/" u = a
P I l\\
start h ere \\_\
Ma A 1ol —
1 [ —————————

Once you've created the curve, copy it and drag the copy so that it is just below the
original curve. The second curve should be parallel to the first curve to give the
appearance of a road. Select both lines ( hint: drag a select box that passes through
both lines) and group them.

Note: |f you accidentally select one of the symbols immediately beneath the two
lines, you can deselect it by clicking Adjust on it.

S To add the circle to the road, first choose the Ellipse tool. Then turn Grid /Show
Al andGridlockon, click on any grid marker, and move the pointer in any direction

until a small circle is displayed. Click again to finish the circle. Then turn the Grid
off again. Select the circle and magnify it by 0. 5. Then go into the Style /Fill colour

box and fill the circle with white. Now drag the circle so that it sits on the road as
shown below:

a2 el

T ~

==

Draw the road to Burfell and the river

M The road to Burfell can be drawn as one thick line. Choose the Curved line tool and
set the Style Fill colourto None. Set the Style Line widthto 1. Move the pointer
to the upper line in the main road and draw a road going upwards almost to the
top of the window (see the picture overleaf).

The river can be drawn using a thinner line. Set the Style Line widthto 0.5, then go

into the Style Line colour box and choose light blue (the patch at the bottom right
of the box). Now move to the left of the window and draw the river.
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Construct Hardley Lake, Garston Hall and the picnic site

M Choose the Joined curve tool. Now draw the outline of the lake. (Remember that
the Joined curve tool will join your last point and starting point when you
double-click. Notice also that the line is drawn in blue, because you selected a blue
line colour to draw the river.) Select the lake and fill it with light blue.

Drag the Hall symbol near the bottom left of the river, and then drag the picnic site
symbol to the right of the lake. Your Draw window should now look like this:

Draw the path and Brooks Farm

The path is made up of a number of filled circles. Select and copy the circle on the
main road, then magnify the copied circle by 0. 5. Go into Style /Fill colourand

change the colour of the new circle to light grey.

Now drag the new circle to the right of the Hall symbol. Then repeatedly copy the
circle and drag the copies to form the entire path (see the picture overleaf). If you
drag the wrong object, don't forget you can press F8 to undo a mistake!

Make one more copy of the circle and drag it below the picnic site symbol (this will
become the symbol for Brooks farm) then click Adjust on each circle in the path
and group them all. (If you accidentally click Adjust on an object you don’t want to
group, click Adjust on the same symbol to deselect it and continue.)

Finally, magnify the circle below the picnic site by 1.2 and fill it with dark grey.

Now is a good time to save your work again.
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Draw the mountain and parking area
Drag the mountain symbol near the top lefthand corner of the Draw window.

Drag the parking symbol below and to the left of where the road to Burfell first
passes through the path.

Your map should now look something like this:

Draw the conifers and deciduous trees

Creating the conifer wood is very simple. Drag the conifer symbol near to the Hall
symbol and copy and drag it until you have created a wooded area similar to the
one on page 301.

Creating the deciduous woods is just the same. Drag and copy the symbol to each
of the three deciduous woods shown on page 301.

Draw the map scale
Begin by switching on Grid /Show and Grid flock

1
2 Choose the Rectangle tool and set the Line widthto 0.25, the Line colourto
] . .
black and the Fill colourto white.
3

Move below the circle on the main road and draw a rectangle one grid unit
long and half a grid unit high.
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Draw three more rectangles, joined together.

5 Select the first and third rectangle and fill them in dark grey:

6 TurnGrid Lock and Grid /Show off, select the four rectangles and group them.
While the grouped rectangle is still selected, click on the handle at the bottom
right and drag it up so that the rectangle becomes thinner:

s I s -

dragthis’handle up to make the rectangle thinner

A 7 Choose the Text tool. Set the Font name to Homerton /Medium and the Font
z sizeto 12,

8 Typein0 atone end of the scale, and1 mil e atthe other.

0 1 Mile
S I s

9 Finally group the scale and text.

Add the map text
1 Type in the following text at the positions shown on the map on page 301:

Garston Hall to Burfell R Ley Garside Fell
Har dl ey to Swafford 417 Brooks Farm

2 The text you have just typed in should still be in Homerton Medium 12pt. To
make the text stand out, change to Swafford and to Burfell to

TrinityMedium.ltalic. Then change R Ley to Trinity/Medium.
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3 Usetherotate handle torotate R Ley so that it is parallel to the direction

of the river:
\‘RLQD o select the text and drag the
'\D / rotation handle downwards
“‘\RLED the handles remain stationary
'\\35 p but a light grey rectangle appears
~ rotated about the centre of the text
=
\4" release Select and the text is rotated
‘\Q“Q S/ to fit inside the light grey rectangle
Q-
4 Rotate thetext Garside Fell inthe same way. Your map should now look
like this:
M7 1o Burfell .
A, :
: N
& g 4
led _,/$ % —
/%ﬁ*
S
§}' A (*ad o Ne]
AN
A %
Garston Hall
N 0glg0 000 °® o
Brooks Farm
& 8on g ®00° ﬁ?:ag@
1o Swafford
0 1 Mile
N )
Lo
-/

Now is a good time to save your work again.
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Adding a written description of the walk

Now to add a written description of the walk immediately above your map...

Add the title

Drag the scroll bar on the righthand side of the Draw window up as far as you can,
then choose the Text tool. Set the font to Trinity Medium.ltalic at 20pt.

Click at the top left of the window and type in:

A circular walk around Hardley |ake

A circular walk around Hardley lake

\

drag this
scroll bar
up as far

417 to Burfell as it will go

Import a text file into your drawing

You can include the contents of a text file into a text areain a Draw file. A text area

is a special object which accepts text from another file. A text file called MapText

has been included in the Docunents. User Gui de. Dr awTut or directory

which contains a description of the walk around Hardley lake. The first few lines of
this file contain commands which specify the font, paragraph spacing and so on.

For a full description of text areas, and the special commands that you can include
in a text editor to describe how to format the text, see Textareason page 339.
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Choose the Select tool.

2 Openthe Docunents. User Gui de. Dr awTut or directory and you'll find a
text file calledMapText . Drag this file onto your Draw window. When you
release Select some text will be displayed:

A circular walk around Hardley lake H

Procced along the
main Swafford o
Tardley road and wim;
fle (i to Burfell just
ihefore you reach
Hardley. Continue

doug this road unil | ‘\
vou aTive A a car
I ....D \

..when you releas@ Select the icon
will be replaced byf
N

k
A
ext
a7 10 Burfell i
drag the Edit Ao SN ) %} i
. Pl v ]
Ic 305 :‘/$4§ ) - -”'{ 2 " }

fil 3 here...

U

e e B I

The text that is displayed is only part of the text contained in the file. To
display the entire contents of the file:

3 Select the text area and drag it beneath the title.

4 Dragthe bottom handle down and to the right so that all the text in the file is
displayed:

A circular walk around Hardley lake T

Proceed along the main Swafford to Hardley road and turn left to Burfell just
‘before you reach Hardley. Continue along this road until you arrive at a car park.
iGo through a turnstile at the back of the car park and follow the footpath past :
Garston Hall. Continue until you cross over the Burfell road and then take the track :
that leads up into the wood. Once you are mside the wood keep the fence on your
left. If you're lucky, you may see some horses behind the fence. Coming out of the
wood take the footpath which passes by an old ruined house. Continue for abouta :
mile until you reach a picnic site. From here you have uninterrupted views over the :
lake. i

?Lfil\-' ing the picnic site take the path which climbs up, keeping Brooks Farm on :
iyour left. Follow the ridge for about two miles. You will be able to see Garside Fell :
in the far distance. The car park is now a few hundred yards away.

47 to Burfell
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Importing a picture
Now to import a photograph of the lake, which has been scanned into a sprite file:

1 Begin by dragging the scroll bars on of the Draw window as far down and right
as you can, then go into the Docunent s. User Gui de. Dr awTut or
directory and drag the sprite file called LakeVi ew onto the Draw window.

2 Select the sprite and magnify it by 0.7. The sprite will now be re-drawn slightly
smaller. Drag it to the position shown below:

!

drag sprite file here magnify sprite by 0.7 and drag here

3 Now choose the Rectangle tool (set the Style Fill colourto None) and draw a
rectangle around the sprite.
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4 Choose the Texttooland typein View from the Picnic site at16pt:

s View from the Picnic site

Information box

The final part of the map is the Information box.

Draw the box outlines

1 Begin by dragging the scroll bar on the bottom of the Draw window as far right
as you can, and the scroll bar on the right of the window as far up as you can.
Then switch on the Grid and Grid lock.

2 Choose the Rectangle tool and draw a rectangle near the top righthand corner
of the window 11 grid units wide and 7 grid units deep.
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3 Choose the Straight line tool and draw a vertical line dividing the box in two.
Now draw a horizontal line one grid unit down from the top of the box, and a
second horizontal line four and a half grid units down. The left side of the box
is now divided into three smaller boxes:

B

e

left to Burfell just
W arrive at a car park.

the footpath past
il and then take the
ood keep the fence
1d the fence. Coming
ined house. Continue
i have uninterrupted

ng Brooks Farm on
+ able to see Garside
yards away.

Ve s View from the Picnic site

Add text to the box
1 Choose the Text tool and change the font to Homerton Bold 14pt.

2 Click on the grid marker two grid units down from the top of the box and half a
grid unit in from the left of the box. Type in the word GO NG. Click down one

grid unit and type in TI ME, then click another grid unit down and type in
LENGTH. Now click to the right of GO NG and type in\Wt , and then type in 3
hours and6 mniles one grid unit down and two grid units down from Wt .

3 Turn the Grid and Grid lock off. Then type ** Feature ** inthe centre of the
bottom box.

4 Click in the centre of the top box and change the font size to 16pt. Type
| NFORVATI ON .
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5 Finally click below the word ‘Feature’, change the Font name to Trinity
Medium.ltalic and the Text size to 14pt, and type in Horses you mi ght
then press (Return) and typesee in the wood.Now choose the Select

tool and drag the two lines you have just typed in to centre them inside the

box:
INFORMATION
GoING  Wet, .| . . . . . GOING  Wet
TIME . 3hours C e TIME 3 hours
LENGTH fmiles . |, . . . . LENGTH 6 miles
o  Feature **
i S T B I NI Horses you might
see in the wood
type this text in using the grid ...then remove the grid and type in
to line up the two columns of text... the remaining text

Import a picture of some horses

Scroll the Draw window down. Then drag the sprite file called Hor se from the
Docunent s. User Gui de. DrawTutor  directory to a spot just above the word
‘Farm’ in ‘Brooks Farm’. To start with, the horse is displayed far too large, so select
and magnify it by 0.4. Now scroll back up and drag it so that it's centred inside the

righthand side of the box:

INFORMATION
GOING  Wet
TIME 3 hours

LENGTH 6 miles

* Feature **

Horses you might
see in the wood

The final map

Your map is now finished. If you want to display the entire map in your Draw
window, press Menu and set the zoom factor to 1:2 in the Zoom /Magnifier box.
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The entire map will then be displayed (at half its original size) in the Draw window:

A Girgularwalkaround.Hardleylake
' siey. INFORMATION
Proceed along the main Swafford to Hardley road and turn left to Burfell just
before you reach Hardley. Continue along this road until you arrive at a car park. GOING Wet
Gio through a turnstile at the back of the car park and follow the footpath past
Garston Hall. Continue until you cross over the Burfell road and then take the TIME 3 hours
track that leads up into the wood. Once you are inside the wood keep the fence
on your left. If you're lucky, you may see some horses behind the fence. Coming LENGTH 6 miles

out of the wood take the footpath which passes by an old ruined house. Continue
for about a mile until you reach a picnic site. From here you have uninterrupted
views over the lake. ** Faature **

Leaving the picnic site take the path which climbs up, keeping Brooks Farm on
your left. Follow the ridge for about two miles. You will be able to see Garside
Fell in the far distance. The car park is now a few hundred yards away.

Horses you might
see in the wood

1o Buerfed!

View from the Picnic site

[ Swafford

Save your map if you want to, and compare it with the file Map in the
Docunent s. User Gui de. Dr awTut or directory.

If you have a printer connected you can print your finished map by pressing the
Print Screen key on your keyboard; it may take a while to print due to the size of the
picture files included. If it doesn't quite fit on your printer’s paper, try grouping all
the objects in the file and magnifying them (e.g. by 0.9). For more details about
printing Draw files see page 337.
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Draw reference section
In this section, each of the Draw functions, including those you used in the tutorial,

are explained in depth. Don't worry if you don't understand every last word; the real
way to learn Draw is by using it.

Undoing and redoing operations

Misc As you create a drawing, you'll often decide that you want to undo the last
Info " operation you performed. It's easy to retrace your steps and correct any errors you
Flie "l make:
New view
Paper limits M
Print PRINTH To Do this Notes
Zoom lock AL
Undo F8 Undo the last change Choose Misc/Undo . You can also press F8; this
Redo "9 | you made to your is the keyboard shortcut
drawing you'll probably find most
useful.
Redo an operation, if Choose Misc/Redo. Keyboard shortcut: F9.
you decide that you You can Undo and Redo all
didn't need to undo it the steps you performed
after all since you last saved the file

(providing the Undo buffer
is sufficiently large - see
Saving Draw application
preferences o page 346).
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Using the Grid to place objects accurately

Grid | You can superimpose a rectangular or isometric grid on a drawing. This is useful for
v'Show  F1 lining up objects and for checking their relative sizes. The grid is made up of ‘major
Lock TF1 | points’ (marked by crosses) and ‘minor points’ (marked by dots).
Auto adjust
"""""""" E[X] <untitled> B
“F;?_k?‘{r_""“f“ -+ + -+ O T S . R + J
Inch > + + -+ + o+ + + + -+ .+ +
vem L N 1 o o Major points
Inch (y only) P I T T I TR T

vem (yonly) P

v Rectangular

Isometric Minor points

N

0%

N

odl

b

=)
g.

Az[

Al

You can use the grid either just as a general guide for drawing, or you can lock
objects to it, so that they always align with points in the grid (the exception is if
you rotate an object). When you are creating objects with grid lock turned on, you
will see them attach to the nearest grid point to the pointer position.

To Do this Notes

Switch the grid Choose Grid /Show .

display on or off

Switch the grid lock Choose Grid Lock. Causes new objects to
on or off align with the grid as you

create them.Showneed
not be on in order to use

Lock.
Allow the grid Choose Grid/Auto adjust .* Draw inserts or removes
spacing to change minor points as you zoom
automatically in and out. Objects only

lock to displayed points.

Change the colour of Choose from the
the grid points Grid /Coloursubmenu.
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To

Do this

DRAW

Notes

Define the grid
spacing

Choose a spacing from the
Grid Inch orGrid /cm
submenu.

inch specig |

Vix4d
1x16
1x5
1x10
Spacing P
Subdivision P

First number gives major
point spacing. Second
number gives number of
subdivisions. You can
define your own values at
the bottom of the
submenu.

Just clicking onlnch orem
uses existing submenu
settings.

Set Y grid spacings to
be different from X
spacings

Enter the Y spacings in the
Grid /Inch (y only) or

Grid /cm (y only)submenu.

X spacings are still taken
from thelnch orcm
submenus.

Use a rectangular
grid pattern

Choose Grid Rectangular .

Use an isometric grid
pattern

Choose Grid /Isometric .

Make existing objects
snap to the grid

Choose Select/Snap to
grid ,

The baseline of the text
snaps to the grid. For
grouped objects, the top
left of the bounding box
snaps to the grid.

Snap all an object’s
control points to the

grid

Go into Path edit mode and
choose Edit /Snap to grid .

Path edit mode is
described on page 329.

* If you turn Auto adjust off and specify a very close spacing, the grid may take some time to draw.
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Zooming in and out of your drawing

Magnifier You can alter the apparent size of your drawing. For example, you might want to
A E’ | look at something close-up to position it accurately, or you might 'zoom out’ to see
/ ; /| your whole drawing at once. This doesn't alter the actual size of your draw objects.

To Do this Notes

Zoom in and see your Increase the ratio inthe You can also press Ctrl-W
drawing at a higher Zoom /Magnifierbox, e.g. to zoom in by one

magnification from 1:1to 2:1, or magnification factor.
from 1:2to 1:1.*

Zoom out to see Decrease the ratio in the You can also press Ctrl-Q
more of your drawing Zoom /Magnifierbox, e.g. to zoom out by one
from 2:1to 1:1, or magnification factor, or
from 1:1 to 1:2. Shift-double-click Adjust.
Zoom inon a Shift-Adjust-drag a box

particular area of  around the area.
your drawing

Return to the Press Ctrl-R.
previous zoom factor

Go back to original Press Ctrl-0.
size (1:1)

Lock the zoom factor Choose Misc/Zoom lock.  Keyboard shortcuts are
locked to 1:1, 1:2, 1:4, or
1:8. For example, each time
you press Ctrl-Q, you halve
the zoom factor. When you
press Ctrl-W, it's doubled.

*You can't have a number greater than 8 in the Magnifier box.

If you scale up an object in Draw and then highly magnify the view, the object may
disappear. To retrieve the object, undo these operations. Reduce the object’s
scaling so that it doesn't disappear again.
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Displaying two views of the same file

Choose Misc/New viewto create a new view of the drawing you are editing, in a
separate window. Edits you make in one view of a drawing show up in the other
views as well. You can change the zoom on each view independently, use different
grids in the separate views, scroll each one independently, and so on. To get rid of
a view, close the window containing it.

Creating objects (Enter mode)

A/l This section describes each tool in the toolbox. When you're in the process of
X creating any object (except text) you'll see a ‘skeleton’ version of it on the screen.
% Hints
/‘-__./ You can cancel most operations part-way through by pressing Escape or choosing
) Enter/Abandon .
= You can get a count of the total number of objects present from Misc File .
Az
’E You can choose tools from the toolbox on the lefthand side of the Draw window, or
by using the Entersubmenu.
Enter
H A
gz;e ;2 To Do this Notes
Ellipse .
Fle:stangle Draw an open-ended N Choose the appropriate  You can change tools
'/ Text 7 | pathmadeupof  ZEdlinetool. Click to place end part-way through
--------------------- straight and/or (\} points for each segment. constructing a path.
r“"l e curved line segments -2 Double-click to complete You can also choose
:EHC qcc iEETURN the path (or press , unless Enter/Line or
Abandt;n ESC there are only two points). Enter/Curve

Draw a closed path
made up of straight
and/or curved line
segments

R X

Choose the appropriate
Joined line tool. Click to
place end points for each
segment. Double-click (or
press )to complete the
path.

You can change tools
part-way through
constructing a path.
You can also switch
Enter/Auto-close on
and use Enter/Line

or Enter /Curve

If Auto-close is off,
choose
Enter/Complete or
press
path.

to close the
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To Do this Notes
Create a multi-path // Use the Move tool. See page 315.
object You can also use

Enter/Move .

Draw an ellipse or S Choose the Ellipse tool.  You can also choose
circle Click once to define the Enter/Ellipse.
centre. Move pointer and TurnGrid/Lock on
click again to draw the  (page 310) to help

ellipse. draw a circle.
Draw a rectangle or Choose the Rectangle tool. You can also choose
square Click once to define a Enter /Rectangle .
corner. Click again on the TurnGrid/Lockon to
opposite corner. help draw a square.
Enter a line of text Choose the Text tool. Click You can also choose

where you want the line to Enter/Text,

start then type in your text. If using anti-aliased
fonts, you may need
to increase the size of
the font cache.

Select an object so k Choose the Select tool and See page 316 and
you can edit it click on the object. page 329 for more on
editing objects.

Switch the toolbox Press Menu and choose You can use the

on and off Toolbox. menu options
described above to
choose and use
Draw'’s tools without
using the toolbox.
You can also use
keyboard shortcuts
(see page 348).
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Drawing multi-path objects with the Move tool

/ /l You can use the Move tool to create a single object made up of apparently
unconnected paths. This is useful for creating objects that have transparent holes
in them. You can only use the Move tool with the four line segment tools.

Creating a multi-path object

To create one object made up from multiple paths:
1 Choose one of the four line segment tools.

2 Construct the first path by clicking on the end points of each segment (don't
double-click at the end of the path).

/ /l 3 Click on the Move tool - the move icon willnotbe highlighted.
This lets you move to the start of another segment without drawing a line.

4 Construct the next path.
5 Repeatsteps 1 to 4 until you've created all the paths and double-click to finish.

You'll now have a single object, made up of many paths. You can't ‘ungroup’ such
an object. You can edit it, though (see page 329).

Creating a hole in a filled object

Here's an example of how to create a filled rectangle with a transparent hole in it:
1 Choose afill colour from the Style fFill colourdialogue box.

2 Choose Style Winding rule Even-odd (don't worry about this for now - it's
explained on page 326).

=2

Draw a rectangle using the Straight line tool (don't double-click to complete
the shape; just click once to place the last point on top of the first).

Ty
T~

F

Click on the Move tool (the move icon will notbe highlighted).

5 Draw a smaller rectangle inside the first.

When you double-click, you'll be able to see through the hole:

This object is visible ————__
through the hole in

the filled rectangle at

the front

Note: You can't start or end a path with a Move.
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Manipulating objects (Select mode)

This section tells you how to select and deselect objects in order to modify them,
and how to manipulate a selection.

Selecting and deselecting objects

k Choose the Select tool (at the bottom of the toolbox) to enter Select mode. If you
have more than one Draw window open, only one toolbox may be in Select mode
at a time, see Working with multiple Draw files on page 346 for details.

To return to Enter mode and draw another object, choose one of the other tools.

When you select an object, you'll see its bounding box, with handles at two of its
corners (not all objects have these - see page 319).

Bounding — ' T~ Rotate handle
box
- Reshape handle
.
To Do this Notes
Select an object Click on the object.

Select a group of  Drag a select box around You can also click Adjust

objects (or through) all the objects. on each object in turn.
Select all objects in Choose Select/Selectall. You can also press Ctrl-A.
the drawing

Selectonlyobjects  Shift-drag a select box.  Normally, a select box

that lie wholly within selects everything it

a select box touches.

Select an object Double-click over the If the object is one or more
obscured by another object. 'layers’ deep, keep

double-clicking to ‘tunnel
through' to it.

Deselect an object Click Adjust on the object.

Deselect all currently Click Select on an empty You can also press Ctrl-Z or
selected objects part of the drawing. choose Select [Clear.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 316



RISC OS / USER GUIDE DRAW

The clipboard

Draw supports the use of the global clipboard ' an imaginary off screen area for
temporarily holding objects for later retrieval. The clipboard allows you to transfer
objects held on there to other applications that support it, for example copying a
diagram produced in Draw into a spreadsheet.

The process usually involves two steps: an initial copy (or cut) operation, followed
by a paste operation.

To Do this Notes
Cut a selection ChooseSelect/Cutor press You can alternatively press
Ctrl-X. Delete.

Copy a selection ~ Choose Select/Copy . or The selection is copied to
press Ctrl-C. the clipboard, but remains
unchanged in the drawing.

Paste a selection ~ ChooseSelect/Pasteor  You can alternatively press
press Ctrl-V. Insert.
Anything pasted from the
clipboard will be inserted
at the pointer position, or
in place of the current
selection if there is one.

The clipboard holds a single item, so if you copy (or cut) a second object there it
will cause the previous contents to be forgotten.

To make a duplicate of a selection locally within a drawing, while leaving the global
clipboard unchanged, choose Select/Duplicate or press Ctrl-D. The new copy will
be pasted into your drawing, slightly below and to the right of the original.

To delete a selection, while leaving the global clipboard unchanged, choose
Select/Delete or press Ctrl-K.

Grouping and ungrouping objects

To Do this Shortcut

Group a selection  Choose Select /Group . Ctrl-G

Ungroup a selection Choose Select/Ungroup.  Ctrl-U
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Moving objects to the front or back of a stack

To Do this Shortcut

Bring an object to the Choose Select /Front, Ctrl-F
front of a stack

Hide an object Choose Select /Back. Ctrl-B
behind one or more
other objects

Aligning objects (justification)

Justify | You can align objects, both vertically and horizontally.

Left
centre | Note: You need to group any objects before you can align them.

Right
Top To Do this
Middle
Bottom Align a selection Groupthe objects, then choose Left, Centre orRight

horizontally from the Select AJustifymenu.

Align a selection  Groupthe objects, then choose Top, Middle or Bottom
vertically from the Select Justifymenu.

In the following example three objects have been grouped and then justified left,
centre and right:

— 3 3
] 1 I i

D > >

original objects Left Centre Right
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Moving, rotating and scaling objects

There are different ways of rotating and scaling objects, depending on how
accurate you want the operation to be.

To Do this Notes

Move a selection Drag it to the new position If you move a selection
and release Select. when Grid Lock s on, it
moves in jumps of the grid
spacing (see page 310).

Copy a selection to Drag it outside of the The receiving application
another drawing or current diagram window, must be able to load the
application and drop it onto either  type of object being

another diagram or another dragged - be it Draw,
RISC OS application. Sprite, or JPEG files.

Rotate a selection* Drag the Rotate handle (at The selection rotates about
the top righthand corner of its centre.
a bounding box).

Rotate a selection by Type the angle into the
a specified angle  Transform Rotate /Angle

box.
_Angle |
90

Resize a selection  Drag the Resize handle (at Linewidths are notscaled
the bottom righthand when you use this method.
corner of a bounding box). To preserve the aspect ratio
of the object, use the
method below.
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To Do this Notes

Resize (scale) an Type the scale factor into You can also choose to

object accurately  theTransform/Magnify  scale an object in the

box. horizontal or vertical plane
__Magnify | only: Choose
25 Transform /Scale X or
Scale Y.

Scale the line width Type the scale factor into When you scale an object

of an object theTransform/Line scale using this method, its
box. linewidthis scaled.
[_Linescaling | You can also define the
2 linewidth of an object

along with its other style
attributes - see page 324.

You can't scale lines of
width Thin

*You can't rotate Text in System font, Text areas or imported JPEG files (they have no Rotate
handle).

Creating special effects in Draw (interpolation and grading)

Using interpolation and grading you can perform the following operations on two
grouped objects:

Change one object into the other object by inserting similar objects between
them - cartoon animators call this ‘in-betweening’, ‘tweening’ or ‘'morphing’.

Create intricate patterns using the two objects.

Changing one object into another object (morphing or tweening)

To change one object into a different object:

Draw two objects using the Joined line tool (see Restrictions on page 323).

% <« draw two objects 4-)

2 Group the two objects together.

Gradations | 3 Type the number of gradations into the Select/Interpolate orSelect/Grade
g box (8 is the default value) and press
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DRAW

A new set of objects will be drawn. Each new object is a partial transformation
between the first object and the second object:

Interpolate

(4 gradations

) ; : / )

Grade

(4 gradations)

Interpolation produces a number of new paths, each consisting of two objects.
You cannot ungroup these paths. This means that when you interpolate two

objects you'll lose the original objects ( Duplicate them elsewhere in the Draw
window before you interpolate them, or use Undoto start again if you want).

Grading produces new objects which are not grouped as paths:

path 1

paun =

Interpolat 2

Grade
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Creating intricate patterns

You can create interesting patterns if one object is inside (or on top of) the other:

A,

The difference between interpolation and grading is most evident when both
shapes are closed and filled:

Grading

(innermost path Interpolation (innermost
left filled)

path becomes unfilled)
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Properties used by interpolation and grading
The properties used by interpolation and grading are
line colour
fill colour
line width
triangle start/end cap height
triangle start/end cap width

Restrictions

A pair of path objects for interpolation or grading must have certain properties in
common. For most practical purposes, this means they should be more or less the
same shape (though they need not be the same size): two V-shapes, two
rectangles, and so on. Specifically, the requirements are that

for each line or curve in one, there must be a line or curve in the other
for each move in one, there must be a move in the other

for each close in one, there must be a close in the other

objects must be drawn starting at the same end point

objects must be drawn in the same direction (clockwise or anticlockwise)

objects must be single-paths; they cannot be grouped objects.
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Defining a path object’s style

Syle | Each object has a style consisting of a set of attributes (such as fill colour, line
Linewidth ™ colour, line width and so on). Using the various Style menu options, you can

Line colour . . .
Fill colour > set the style to be applied to every new object you create in Enter mode
Line pattern > Any new object you create is given the style attributes currently defined in the
Join > Style menu. We suggest that you set up the style attributes before you actually
Startcap > draw an object. This can save you accidentally ‘losing’ objects because they're
Endcip > the same colour as the background.
Winding rule i
--------------- alter the style of existing objects when in Select mode.
Font name
Font size Here's how to define an object’s style:
Font height
Text colour
Background To Do this Notes

Define the width of Choose a width (in points) ‘Thin’ means ‘the narrowest
line used to draw an from the Style Line width width possible’. This
object submenu, or define your produces different widths
own at the bottom of the on different output devices.
submenu. It's more sensible to use
0.25pt, especially if you'll
be printing on a typesetter.

Create path objects Choose a colour from the There's lots of help on

with coloured Style Line colourwindow. using the colour picker

outlines window in Using colour in
applications on page 239.

Fill path objects with Choose a colour from the You can fill open objects,
a given colour Style Fill colourwindow. as well as closed ones.

Complex objects will be
filled according to which
winding rule you've set -
see page 326.

Make a path object Choose Nonefrom the
transparent Style Fill colourwindow.
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To Do this Notes

Draw a dashed or ~ Choose from the Style Line You can modify dashed and

dotted path object patternsubmenu. dotted lines using the Start
o il cap andEnd capoptions;
Y — the cap settings apply to

---------- each segment in the line.

Define how lines* are Choose a join type from the

joined together Style Joinsubmenu.

K Vied
‘ Rounded
i Bevelled

Define how linest € qage an end tune fra This only applies to open

start and end the Style /Start cap and paths; though you can use

End capsubmenus. Start caps on a closed path
with a dashed line style.
Notice how the round and
square caps extend the
original line (shown here in
white) by one line
thickness.

Butt

e Round

e Square

Add arrows to line  This is an extension of the See Adding arrows to line ends
ends Start andEnd cap on page 326.
submenus.

* This is only effective for thick lines
T This is only significant for thick lines
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Adding arrows to line ends

Cap__| _ Width Triangle caps are useful for creating arrows on the ends of line segments. You can
Width P v x1 set the height and width of a triangle cap independently. They are defined as
Height > | x2 multiples of the line width, as follows:

x3
4 Triangle height = Cap height x Line width
1.00 Triangle width = 2 x Cap width x Line width

For example, to set an arrowhead of width 16pt
and height 16pt on a line of width 4pt,
you'll need to choose:

£

12
(4]

=

Style/Start cap/Triangle/Width/ x2
Style/Start cap/Triangle/Height/ x4.

line width
Note: The arrow is added to the line segment, extending the segment by the height

of the arrow.

Note: With a dashed or dotted path object, the cap settings apply to each segment
in the line. For a single arrow at the end of a dashed or dotted path object, create a
second short solid path with triangle caps and move this on top of the longer path.

Filling objects with colour - the winding rule

Winding e Style Winding rule allows you to specify which of two methods is used to fill
Non-zero different regions of an object with colour. It only affects objects for which a fill
v Even-odd colour has been set. It's not commonly used, but you'll need to understand it if

you're creating objects with transparent holes in (see page 315).

An object can be a single path (e.g. an ellipse), a collection of line segments, or a
single line segment that crosses over itself any number of times.

Non-zero winding rule

This rule fills regions on the basis of whether they were drawn in a clockwise or
anti-clockwise direction.

Note each region'’s direction as you draw it, clockwise or anti-clockwise, and give
this direction a number: +1 for one direction and -1 for the other.
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To see if a region is to be filled, construct an imaginary line from inside the region
to outside the object. Keep a total of the direction values for each line it crosses. If
the total is non-zero, the region will be filled (see the diagram overleaf).

In the following example, three rectangles were drawn clockwise and one rectangle
was drawn anti-clockwise. The clockwise rectangles were assigned a value of +1,
and the anti-clockwise rectangles were assigned a value of -1:

L

+1 “H +1
+T=non-zero -1
FILL [EE S _1 /‘b/ O = zero
+1 < P
A
Ll »
+— +1
+1 I S ~ +1
+1 — .\1 -1
2= non-zero Lxﬂ
FILL +1 = non-zero

FILL

Even-odd winding rule
This rule fills regions if they are enclosed by an even number of other regions.

To determine whether a region inside an object is to be filled, imagine a line
passing from inside the region to outside the object. Count the number of lines it
crosses. If the number is odd, the area will be filled.

The following example shows this rule applied to a single path object made up of
four regions (created using the Move tool - see page 315):

1 line (odd) - FILL

&

|

2 lines (even)

i

i

hi

original object 2 lines (even) 3 lines (odd) - FILL
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Defining text style
Siye | You can change the style attributes of text lines using the Style menu. If you select

Line width a text line first, that line will have the style applied to it. All subsequent text lines
Line colour will also have that style applied to them.
Fill colour
Line pattern
Join To Do this Notes
Start cap
End cap Set the font name  Choose from the SeeUsing fonts in applications
Winding rule Style Font name on page 245 for more

" Fontname M submenu. details about using fonts.
Fontsize
Fontheigt » Setthe fontsize Choose from the You can supply a different
Text colour P Style Font size submenu. font size (in points) at the
Background P bottom of the submenu.

Change the font Choose from the
height, but notits  Style Font height
width submenu.

Define the colour of Specify a colour using the
the text Style /Text colourwindow.

Set the colours used Specify a colour using the See below for more details

to anti-alias fonts on Style/Background on this.
a coloured window.
background

Superimposing text on a coloured background

Style Background sets the intermediate colours used around the edges of
anti-aliased fonts. You don't usually need to worry about this, but it's useful if
you're creating text on top of a coloured object:

1 SettheText colourof your text.

2 Select the object on which your text is superimposed and note down its colour
from the Style /Fill colourwindow.

3 SettheStyle/Background colour of the text to be the same as that you noted
down in step 2.

The anti-aliasing pixels will be in a range of shades between the Text colourand
the Background colour.Background applies to both text objects and text areas.
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If the text is superimposed on top of a non uniform colour object such as a JPEG
photograph, then selectNone as the Background colour to anti-alias the text to
the background of whatever is underneath the text rather than a uniform colour.

Note: This effect won't be visible if the text size is larger than the value set for
anti-aliasing in Configure (see page 91).

Editing Draw objects (Path edit mode)

All objects you construct using Draw’s tools are made up of paths. In turn, paths
consist of straight and curved line segments. Each segment in a path has end
points and (if it is a curve) control points.

You change an object in two ways:
resize it or transform it in Select mode (see page 316)

change its basic shape (edit it) by going into Path edit mode and moving
individual end points and control points

ol o | | ™

\\u

\

u

N | n i
............. D
Select mode: Path edit mode: circle has been edited:
reshape and rotate control points (yellow) control and end points
handles visible and end points (blue) visible have been moved

Note: You can't edit Text areas, JPEGs or sprites in Draw. See pages 336 to 339.
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Entering and leaving Path edit mode

You can only edit a single-path object in Path edit mode (so you'll need to ungroup
any objects first).

To Do this Notes
Go into Path edit Choose any path tool and
mode from Enter click Adjust on the object
mode you want to edit.

Go into Path edit k Select an objectthen  You can also press

mode from Select choose Select Edit. Ctrl-E once the object
mode is selected.

Edit an object (move Drag the point with There's more on editing
a control point or end Adjust. below.

point)

Leave Path edit mode Click Select on a blank
area of the drawing.

Editing curves

Curved segments in a path object are defined by two end points and two control
points. When drawing or editing a path, the control points are shown connected to
the end points by straight lines.

The shape of a curve is determined by the control points as follows:

The direction of the curve at the end point lies along the line connecting the
end point to the control point (i.e. this line is a tangent to the curve).

The degree to which the curve moves away from this straight line depends on
the distance of the control point from the end point: the nearer together they
are, the sooner the curve turns away.
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By moving the control points, you can produce many different shapes of curve.
Some examples are shown below. In each case the thick line shows the path itself,

and the control points (shown here as black squares, although they're yellow in the
drawing) are joined to the corresponding end points (shown here as open squares)

by thin lines.

If you hold down Shift while you drag a control point, the corresponding control
point in the next curve is also moved to keep the angle of join constant.

Editing text lines

Az|

When typing in text, you can only delete text and type new text in if you are still on
the same line. As soon as you press (Return) or click somewhere else in the
drawing, the line is ‘frozen’.

To Do this Notes

Edit a ‘frozen’ text k Select the text line and You can also press
line choose Select/Editto Ctrl-E after selecting
display the Text box.  the object.

Text |
Here's some tex|

Convert each letter in Select the text line and All the letters are

a textline into an chooseSelect/Convert  grouped initially; to

editable path object to path*, edit them individually,
Ungroupthem.

There's an example
below.

*You can't convert back to a text line, nor can you convert text in System font.
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Editing text as a path object

Once you've converted a text line to a path, it can be treated like any other path
object (for example, you can use Style options that apply to objects other than text
- see page 324).

For example, the following text was converted into a path, then ungrouped into
individual letters, and each letter given a black line colour and a different fill colour
(the second row of text was also given a much thicker line width):

Shaded text
Shaded it@xft

Note: You can only convert outline fonts to a path.

Editing objects using the Path edit submenu

Edit ] You can also change a path object’s shape using menu options. This method gives

Changetocurve "F8 1 you much greater control:
Changetoline *F9

Change to move 1 Enter Path edit mode (see page 329).

Add point F7 If the path you want to edit is under another object’s path, double-click Adjust
Delete segment - *K to tunnel through to the next deeper path.

Flatten join

Open path 2 Select a segment by clicking Adjust on an end point or a control point.

Close path . . . . . . .

Erter coordinate F5 o The line segment and e.nd pomt w.||| b.e highlighted (if you select the first end
Snep 0 oid S point of the path, there is no highlighting).

3 Click Menu to show the Edit menu.

Now you can edit the highlighted segment and end point:

To Do this Notes

Change a straight  ChooseEdit/Changeto ~ Works if the selected

line segmentinto a curve. segment s a line, or if

curve you've selected a point
inserted using a Move.

Change acurved  ChooseEdit/Changeto  Works on a curved line
segmentinto a line. segment or a Move.
straight line
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To Do this Notes

Break a path atthe ChooseEdit/Changeto  You can't change a segment

highlighted segment move to a move if it's at an end of
(by replacing the the path, orif it's already
segment with a Move preceded or followed by a
operation) move. See page 335.

Insert an extra point Choose Edit/Add point. In effect, this adds an extra
into the highlighted segment to the object, of
segment the same type as the

selected segment.

Delete the ChooseEdit/Delete
highlighted segment segment,

Straighten the join  Choose Edit Flatten join.  This joins the control

between two points by a straight line.

segments See page 334.

Change a closed path ChooseEdit/Open pathor This ‘disconnects’ or joins

into an open path, or Edit/Close path . the first and last points in

vice versa the path.

Specify an end Choose Edit/Enter X andY are offsets from the

point’s position coordinate and type the  bottom lefthand corner of

accurately position into the New the drawing. You can
coordinates box. specify them in inches or

New coordinates centimetres.

x| 3355556 | ) Centimetres
[ozmon] ® e

Cancel || OK |

Make all the end Choose Edit/Snap to grid .
points in an object

snap to their nearest

major grid points
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How ‘Flatten join’ works

This flattens the join between two adjacent segments (unless both segments are
straight lines). The curve is adjusted so that the tangent is continuous at the
selected end point. For example:

The curve has been flattened at the top
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How ‘Change to move’ works

If the path containing the line was closed, extra lines will be inserted to close each
of the two sections of the path:

1. Here’s a diamond shape, 2. Clicking Adjust al C
drawn starting at A. selects segment B-C.
3. Choosing Change to move. Final shape looks like
replaces side B-C by a Move. this:

E Points A and C joined. E

Importing (loading) files into Draw

RISCOS 5.30 -

You can import four types of file into Draw:
Existing Draw files and other files that use Draw’s own file format
Sprite files (see page 336)
Text files, used to create text area objects (see page 339)

Photo-quality images (JPEG files - see page 345)

To Do this Notes

Load any of the Drag the file's icon over the If you drag a Draw file into
above file types into Draw window. an open Draw window, the
an open Draw default settings of the
window dragged file are used.
Load any of the Drag the file's icon over the

above file types into Draw icon on the icon bar.
a new Draw window
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When you drag a file into a Draw window, it is added to any objects already in the
window. The file is loaded so that its bottom lefthand corner lies at the mouse
position at the instant the mouse button is released.

When you load a file by dragging it to the icon bar, the file appears in a new Draw
window, aligned to the bottom lefthand corner of the diagram.

Draw’s ubiquity on all versions of RISC OS means that many third party
applications will have options to export their content in Draw file format, from

spreadsheet pie charts to entire web pages, and import diagrams also. The Draw
file format is described in the RISC OS Programmer’s Reference Manual aIIowing them

to be created from your own programs too relatively easily.

Loading a sprite into Draw

=f | Ifyoudrag a sprite file containing many sprites into Draw, only the first sprite will
@) beloaded. A more convenient method of loading a single sprite is to:

1 Load the sprite file into Paint.
2 Open a sprite window for the sprite you want to load into Draw.
3 Make sure the sprite has a palette (click Menu and switch Edit/Palette on).

4 Dragtheicon in the Save /Sprite /Save asbox into a Draw window.

This method also ensures that Draw displays the sprite in the correct colours.

Exporting (saving) files from Draw

Save | You can save objects from a Draw file in their own native file format. This means,
File F3» for example, that if a Draw file has an imported sprite, you can save that out as a
| selecton — THIT sprite again.
Sprites F3

Note: You need to be in Select mode to save anything other than the whole Draw
file (see page 316).

Text area MIF3
PostScript *MPRINT r-
JPEG Image "F3

To Do this Notes

Save the whole file as Use the Save fFile /Save as
a Draw file box as normal.

Save a selection of Use the
Draw objectsasa  Save/Selection/Save as
Draw file box.
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To Do this Notes
Save the Use the Save /Sprites/Save You can only save a single
currently-selected  as box. sprite at a time (not a group
sprite or selection).

Save a selected text Use the

area object Save /Text area/Save as
box.

Save the whole Use the You can use this to import

drawing as Save PostScript/Save as  the drawing into another

Encapsulated box. application that accepts

PostScript Encapsulated PostScript*.
You must load Printers and
a PS printer definition file
for this option to be
available.

Save a selected Use the Save /JPEG See JPEGs (photo-quality

image as a JPEG file Image/Save asbox. images)on page 345.

* You should not use Encapsulated PostScript files for printing as they do not contain page size
information.

Note: The DrawFile format includes a ‘Type 11’ object which records details about the page size and
orientation of the file. Some old applications may fail to load Draw files containing this object. To
overcome this problem, load the Draw file into Draw, choose Select alland save the selection; this

saves a Draw file without a type 11 object.

Printing Draw files

To print a Draw file:

1 Make sure you have a printer connected and set up (see Printing your files on
page 207 and Setting up printerson page 189).
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2 Make sure that your drawing will fit on the paper on which you are going to
print (switch onMisc/Paper limits Showthen set the page size and
orientation to match that of your printer).

Draw Misc
Misc Info [ 4
Save File =

Style New view P@r limits
Enter Paper limits  [ES1 Tl

N
N
N
N

v/ Select F6 Print PRINT > Reset
P
>
'-\

Transform Zoomlock AL [T
Zoom Undo F8
v Grid Redo Fa
v Toolbox *F1 A0

v Ad
A5

3 ChooseMisc/Print(or press the Print Screen key).

4 Setthe number of copies in the dialogue box and click onPrint .

Print
| LaserJet 4

Copies E ’E

Only objects within the inner limits of the grey border in the Draw file will be
printed. The outer limits of the grey border correspond to the limits of the page. If
no printer driver is loaded, the limits default to A4.

Misc /Paper limits Resetsets the paper limits to the printer driver defaults.

Printing part of a diagram

You can also selectpart of the diagram to be printed at a time. This enables you to
print a drawing on more than one sheet, so that you can make up a poster, for
example, from several standard-size sheets ‘tiled’ together:

1 ChoosePaper limits /Show

2 Hold down Ctrl and use one of these methods to define the printed area:
click to mark the bottom lefthand corner of the printed area
click Adjust to mark the top righthand corner

drag a bounding box around the area you want to print; it will be scaled to
fill the page when it is printed

3 ChooseMisc/Print, or press the Print Screen key.
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Text areas

A text area is a special sort of object that allows you to perform simple ‘desktop
publishing’. A text area consists of a piece of text divided into one or more
rectangular regions called text columns . Draw breaks up the text into lines which
are just wide enough to fit into the columns, splitting it (principally) at spaces.

You can create a text area by using Edit (for example) to prepare a file containing
the text, annotated with special commands (described below). When you load the
text file into Draw, the text is formatted into columns. The number of columns is
given by an annotation. You can move the text columns and change their size in
Select mode. As you do this, Draw will reformat the text between the columns.

Text areas only use anti-aliased fonts: you cannot create a text area in the System
font. If you try to use the System font you will find that it is automatically converted
into the Trinity font. See Default text area header on page 345. If you want to create a

text area in System font, use the outline font version of the System font: choose
Style [Font name /System /Fixed

Creating and editing text areas

-~ To create a text area from a text file, drag the file into a Draw window. The columns

‘[) in the text area are initially set up to standard sizes. If you drag the text file over the

' top of a selected text area, the old text in the area is replaced with the contents of
the new file. Use this method for altering the text in a text area.

Text area selection works in two slightly different ways, depending on how many
text columns there are in the text area:

Single text columns

When there is a single text column in the text area, selection works in the same way
as any other object. You can move the text area, scale it, change its style, and so
on, as described above.

Multiple text columns

When there is more than one text column, selection is a two-stage process. When
you first click (or click Adjust, in multiple object selection) over the text area, the
entire area is selected. You can move the area, but it cannot be scaled.
Double-click (or double-click Adjust) to select a column of the text area. You can
move and scale individual columns. Their new position and size need not lie within
the original text area.

When you change the size of a text column, the text is reformatted to fit the new
size of the column.
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To select more than one column of a text area, select the first as described above,
and select further ones by first clicking Adjust and then double-clicking Select over
the column.

You can't rotate text areas and text columns (they don't have rotate handles).

Some select mode actions cannot be applied to text columns. If there are any text
columns selected when you perform the operation, they are deselected first. An
example of this is object deletion: you can delete a text area as a whole, but not a
text column from within it.

An example
Try typing the following text into Edit and loading it into Draw as a text file:

\1

\ AD

\ D2

\FO Trinity. Medium 24

\L24

\0

This is an exanple of a text area containing two colums.
The text was prepared in Edit, and then saved directly
into Draw. The colums were then stretched to the right
size, using select node, and the rectangles added.

This creates the following text area:

This is an example Draw. The columns
of a text area | |were then stretched
containing two |to the right size,
columns. The text | |using select mode,
was prepared in | |and the rectangles
Edit, and then | | added.

saved directly into
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The appearance of a text area is determined from commands which are included in
the text used to create it. Each command starts with a backslash (\) character. The
full list of sequences is given below, but the following is a brief description of the
commands used in the example.

\!' 1 tells Draw that this is a text area.

\AD causes the text to be justified to left and right in its columns.
\D2 indicates the number of columns to be displayed.

\FO Trinity.Medium 24 specifies font 0 as Trinity.Medium, 24pt.
\L24 sets the line spacing to 24pt.

\0 selects font O for the following text.

Text area commands

The following is a complete list of text area commands. Some commands must be
terminated with either a newline or a slash (/) character. Others do not need a
terminator (for example, where the command has a fixed number of characters) but
may optionally end with a slash character. For clarity, it is often useful to include it.
Note especially thatall commands are case sensitive : this is unusual in RISC OS

and applications written for it.

In the following descriptions
items in italics (for examplecode ) indicate a parameter you must supply;

items in square brackets are optional (for example [/] indicates an optional
slash character);

commands and parameters must normally be separated by spaces (though
there does not have to be a space between the command and the first
parameter);

means a single newline character, and / means newline or /.
Here's the full list of annotations:

Command Effect

\lversion / This is a special line which must appear at the start of
any file which is to be used for a text area. versi on
must be 1. However, it forms part of a default header
which is inserted at the start of the text; this is
described below.

\Acode[/] Set alignment.code may be L (left aligned), R (right
aligned), C (centred) or D (double, i.e. justified to both
margins). An alignment setting forces a line break. The
default setting is left aligned.
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Command Effect

\Bred green blue  / Set the background colour to the given red/green/blue
intensity, or the best available approximation. Each
intensity is in the range 0 to 255; values outside this
range will be limited to it (i.e. a value set higher than
255 will be realised as 255; a value set to less than O
will be realised as 0). Background colour is used in the
same way as for text objects; you should set it to be
the same as the area of the drawing that the text area
is to appear in front of (the text area itself is effectively
transparent). The default is the background style
attribute of the text area object, normally white
(equivalentto\ B 255 255 255),

To set the background to 'None'use\B -1 -1 -1,

\Cred green blue / Set the text colour to the given red/green/blue
intensity, or the best available approximation. Each
intensity is in the range 0 to 255; values outside this
range will be limited to it. The default is the text colour
style attribute of the text area object, normally black
(equivalentto\C 0 0 0),

To setthe colourto ‘None’ use\C -1 -1 -1,

\Dcolumns  / Indicates that the text area is to contain the indicated
number of columns. This must appear before any
printing text. The defaultis 1.

\Ffont-number name Defines a font reference. f ont - nunber s either one

size[width] / or two digits. The font number is used subsequently to
set the font.nane is a font name such as
Trinity.Medium.si ze andwi dth are the height and
width of the font in points. If wi dt h is omitted, the
size is used for both height and width. There are no
defaults.

\font-number (/] Indicates that the text from the point at which the
command appears is to appear in the specified font. If
the font is not available when the text is being drawn,
the effect is undefined. Draw will attempt to check that
the font number and the corresponding definition are
reasonable. There is no default.
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Command Effect

\L line-spacing / Sets the line spacing (the distance from the base of
the characters in one line to the base of the characters
in the next) to the given value, measured in points.
Line spacing changes take effect from the end of the
output line in which the command appears. The
defaultis 10pt.

\Meft-margin Sets the left and right margins to the given values,

right-margin measured in points. If the total size of the margins is
greater than the width of the column, no text is
displayed. Margin settings apply from the end of the
output line in which the command appears. The
default is 1pt at each side.

\Pparagraph-spacing  Sets the extra space inserted between paragraphs to
the given value, measured in points. Paragraph
spacing changes take effect from the end of the output
paragraph in which they appear. The default is 10pt.

\U position thickness Switches on underlining, at the given position relative
to the base of the characters. posi ti on s [imited to
the range -128 to 127, and t hi ckness to the range 0
to 255. Both values are measured in units of 1/256 of
the current font size. Underlining may be turned off by
specifying a thickness of 0.

\U. [/] An alternative way of turning underlining off.

\V[-]vertical-move[/] ~ Moves the following text by the given amount,
measured in points, relative to the current character
position. This is intended for superscripts and
subscripts; use positive values for superscripts,
negative values for subscripts.

\- Inserts a soft hyphen. This tells Draw that it may split
the word at this point if necessary, inserting a hyphen
character in the output. If the word is not split at the
soft hyphen, it has no printing effect.

\ Forces a line break.
\\ Inserts a backslash character.
\itext Treated as a comment. Characters up to and including

the next newline are ignored.
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Rules for displaying text areas

Line splitting

Draw displays text in text areas by splitting it into lines and columns. When
deciding where to split the text, Draw tries to split it at the space or soft hyphen
that gives the most characters that will fit in the column. If this is not possible, the
text is split at the character that gives the longest line that just fits in the column.

Special characters and paragraph formatting

Certain characters have special interpretations:
All control characters are ignored, except tabs, which are treated as spaces.

Newline characters appearing before any printing text insert a paragraph
spacing.

A single newline character in the body of the text is treated as a space, unless
it is preceded or followed by a space, in which case it is ignored.

A sequence of n newline characters in the body of the text inserts n-1
paragraph spacings.

For columns other than the first, paragraph spacings at the head of the column are
ignored. Lines which protrude vertically beyond the limits of the column are not
displayed; however, all commands occurring in them are interpreted. This can
occur if the line spacing is significantly smaller than the font height. You should
take care (by using the \M command) to ensure that lines do not protrude beyond
the limits of the column horizontally, since the text may not be displayed correctly
in this case. The only circumstances in which this is likely to happen are when an
italic font is used and the margin setting does not allow for it.

Font usage

When a text area is being constructed from a text file, or being loaded as part of a
Draw file, checks are made on the fonts contained in it. If a font is not available, a
warning message is displayed. Text that should be in this font will appear in the
most recently-used font.

Exporting text from a text area

You can re-export text used to construct a text area back into a text file, by
choosingSave /Text area. This can be useful for altering text areas in a Draw file,
when the original text file used to create them is no longer available.
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Default text area header

If the text does not start with a version number line (\! 1), Draw will insert the
following standard header:

\1

\F O Trinity. Medium 12
\F 1 Corpus. Medium 12
\0

\ AD

\L12

This defines two font references, sets the text to be displayed in font 0 (Trinity
Medium) justified to both left and right margins, with a line spacing of 12pt. If you
subsequently export the text, the standard header will be exported as well.

JPEGs (photo-quality images)
Draw can read files in JPEG format. JPEG stands for JointPhotographicExperts

Group, and is a standard format for compressing photographic images (see the
samples in the Docunent s. User Gui de. Pi ctures  directory, for example).

Unlike Paint, if you load a JPEG into Draw, all the original file information is kept.
This means, amongst other things, that you can save an imported image back out
of Draw as a JPEG file again. It also means that if you change from one screen mode
to another with more colours, you'll see an imported JPEG file at a higher quality.

When you display a DrawFile containing a JPEG object, the graphics system
requires some workspace for processing the JPEG data. You can see this on your
Tasks display as the dynamic area 'JPEG workspace’, and its required size depends
on the height in pixels of your JPEG image.

If there is insufficient free memory to allocate this workspace, Draw displays a JPEG
image as a light grey rectangle containing the message ‘Not enough memory
available to plot JPEG'.

JPEG objects were added to the DrawFile standard in RISC OS 3.60 yet some
third-party applications may not interpret that object correctly, either displaying a
blank box where the JPEG image should be or reporting an error.

If this is a problem, use Paint or ChangeFSI to convert your JPEG images into
sprites, and replace the JPEG images in your Draw file with these sprites. This can
produce a picture with the same appearance, but using far more space on disc and
in your computer’'s memory to store.
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Working with multiple Draw files

You can work on several Draw files at the same time; simply click on the Draw icon
on the icon bar to start up another Draw window.

It's easy to copy objects between Draw windows. Select the object you want to
copy, press and hold the Select button on the selection to begin a drag operation,
then drag the selection to another Draw window and release it where desired.
Alternatively you can use the Save and Save Selection menu options to drag Draw
icons into new Draw windows, or copy objects via the clipboard shortcut keys.

If you are working with multiple Draw windows, only one window can be ‘active’ at
a time. So, if you select an object in one window and then click on the Select tool
in another window, the first window is no longer in Select mode and the selection
is nullified (this does not affect the clipboard contents in any way). Additionally

clicking on the Draw icon to create a new diagram nullifies any current selection.

Saving Draw application preferences

You may wish to change some aspects of the way new Draw windows appear. For
example, a new window normally opens with the Joined line tool selected, but you
may prefer to have the Select tool ready to use each time you start Draw.

Draw__| Tochange the application preferences, open the Choices... dialogue box from

Info P Draw's icon bar menu.
|
Quit You can modify the New diagram settings to reflect how a new Draw window

should appear. Click on the pop-up menu icons to show menu lists to set

the Mode selection which will be active from the toolbox ( hint: the mode can
always be changed later from the toolbox, if it is showing)

the Paper limits, its size, and orientation
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the Gridappearance, colour, style, and spacing.

=] Draw choices
New diagram settings

ModeselectionI Closed lines [

[/ Show the toolbox
Paper limits | Portrait,t A4 7|
Grid I Rectangular T

Zoom _/\I|\I|—/ | Lock
Undo buffer / \ kilobytes
Cancel || set |

The default zoom magnification and setting of the zoom lock can also be set. These
act as described in Zooming in and out of your drawing on page 312.

The amount of memory reserved to implement the Undo bufferacross all Draw
windows can also be changed from this dialogue. A larger value will give a longer
history of operations at the expense of more memory.

Click on Setto make the changes, or Cancelto close the window. Use Adjust click
to keep the choices window open.
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Keyboard shortcuts

Many Draw operations can be carried out from the keyboard instead of the menus
and mouse; when you are familiar with the application, you may find this more
convenient.

In Enter mode

To Use this keystroke
Save a file (calls up the normal Save asbox) F3

Save a selection Shift-F3

Save a sprite or JPEG Image Ctrl-F3

Save a text area Ctrl-Shift-F3

Save as Encapsulated PostScript (this option is Ctrl-Shift-Print
only available if a PostScript printer driver is

loaded)

Load a named file (calls up a dialogue box into F2
which you can type the name of the file you want
to load)

Insert a named file (calls up a dialogue box into Shift-F2
which you can type the name of the file to insert
into the Draw file you are working on)

Close a window Ctrl-F2
Print a file Print
Toggle between show and hide grid F1
Toggle grid lock on and off Shift-F1
Switch the toolbox on or off Ctrl-F1
Zoom out Ctrl-Q
Zoom in Ctrl-W
Zoomto 1:1 Ctrl-0
Go back to the previous zoom Ctrl-R
ToggleZoom lock on and off Ctrl-L
Undo an action F8
Redo an action F9
EnterSelect mode Fé6

Move the pointer one pixel b
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In Select mode

To

Cut a selection to the clipboard
Copy a selection to the clipboard

Paste from the clipboard, replacing

any current selection

Delete a selection without affecting

the clipboard
Duplicate a selection
Select all

Clear selection

Bring a selection to the front

Send a selection to the back

Group a selection
Ungroup a selection
Snap a selection to grid
Enter Path edit mode

Justify a selection

In Path edit mode

To

Change a line to a curve
Change a curve to a line
Add a point

Delete a segment

Enter a coordinate
Finish a path edit
Snap to the grid
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Use this keystroke
Ctrl-X or Delete
Ctrl-C

Ctrl-V or Insert

Ctrl-K

Ctrl-D

Ctrl-A

Ctrl-Z

Ctrl-F or Ctrl-F4
Ctrl-B or Ctrl-Shift-F4
Ctrl-G or F4

Ctrl-U or Shift-F4
Ctrl-S or Shift-F5
Ctrl-E or Ctrl-F6
Ctrl-J or Ctrl-F5

Use this keystroke
Ctrl-F8

Ctrl-F9

F7 or Ctrl-C

Ctrl-K, or Delete, or
Shift-F8

F5
Return
Shift-F5 or Ctrl-S

DRAW
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For tool selection

To Use this keystroke
Enter text Ctrl-F7 or Tab
Enter a closed line Ctrl-F9

Enter a closed curve Ctrl-F8

Complete a path Return

Abandon an operation Escape
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27 Paint @®

P aint is a pixel-based picture editor; you can use it to ‘paint’ coloured images by
a

pplying colours to an area with a variety of brushes and painting tools.

You'll probably find that the easiest way of learning Paint is to read through Basic
ideas (on the next page) and then work through the Paint tutorialwhich follows,
before reading the Paint reference section starting on page 365.

Starting Paint
Paint is in the Apps icon bar directory display. To start Paint and create a new
sprite:
1 Double-click on the Paint icon to install it on the icon bar.

2 Click on the Painticon bar icon to display the Create new sprite window.

(7] [ <untitied> ]
/
Create new sprite
Name | newsprie| |
-
Xdpi )45 @ 90 ) 180 | 800 |

Ydpi )45 @ 90 ) 180 /

Colours | 16colours  °*F| (model 27 )
Palette |  Colour  °f

3 Fillin the details for your new sprite and click on OK(it's probably best to
follow the tutorial starting on page 353 if you don't already know how to do
this).

Alternatively, edit an existing sprite file by dragging its file icon to the Paint icon on
the icon bar, or by double-clicking on it.
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Basic ideas

#if | The pictures produced by Paint are called sprites,

U A sprite is a graphic shape made up of an arrangement of pixels (the smallest unit
the screen uses in its current mode). Sprites are stored in sprite files \which can
contain more than one sprite. Sprites and sprite files use a standard format, so you
can freely export images produced by Paint to other RISC OS applications (such as
Draw) that recognise sprites. You can also use Paint to edit sprites produced by
other RISC OS applications, and to import and edit JPEG files.

The important difference between Paint and Draw is that, unlike Draw, Paint knows
nothing about ‘objects’ such as rectangles and circles; all it knows is the colour of
each pixel in a sprite. Although you can paint regular shapes, you cannot then
select them in order to delete, move or resize them.

When you export (save) a sprite from Paint into Draw, this remains true: regular
shapes forming part of the sprite cannot be edited like Draw objects. The whole
sprite becomes a single object in your Draw diagram; you can move or resize it, but
not otherwise edit it.

Choosing colours in Paint

Paint can create and edit pictures in any RISC OS screen mode: 16 million colours,
64 or 32 or 4 thousand colours, 256 colours, 16 colours, 4 greys, or black and white.
There are three different ways of choosing colours in a sprite:

Sprites created in up to 256 colours use a Colours window arranged as a set of
coloured squares, each with a colour number, to choose from (the following
tutorial uses this method - see page 355).

Greater than 256 colours make use of the Colours window described in Using
colour in applications on page 239.

Shift-Select-click on a pixel in the sprite window to change the current
foreground colour, or Shift-Adjust-click for the background colour.

Creating sprite files compatible with earlier versions of RISC OS

If you want to create sprite files that are compatible with earlier versions of
RISC OS, make sure you choose a sprite type that has an equivalent old-type mode
number. See page 388 for more information.
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Paint tutorial
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PAINT

This tutorial section shows you how to use Paint to produce a small, simple
picture, made up of two flowers in diagonal corners. In fact you'll only need to
paint one flower, you can then copy it and re-colour it:

you'll paint this
flower first...

[ ...then copy itand

/}/ change its colour

You can then use the Pinboard application to repeat this picture all over your
screen producing a ‘wallpaper’ type background:

%2 %2 % % % % % %8

8
\

o 2 2 2 e o 2

2 ¢ 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
A O O

¥ 2 %8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
o D X o e

2 &2 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
o e e o o o -

2 ¢ 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 9
G e e D e e 3 D e 3

2 & % 8 % 8 8% 8% 8 98
O O

2 2 %8 8 8% 8 8 8 L2
HardDisc4 !? zﬁ 8‘ E‘ §

The tutorial is not designed to show you how to use all the Paint tools - in fact it
only uses a few - but to give you a general idea of how the application works.

353



RISC OS / USER GUIDE PAINT TUTORIAL

All of Paint's tools are described in detail in the Paint reference section on page 365.

Create a new sprite
1 Click on the Paint icon on the icon bar.
This displays the Create new sprite and Sprite file windows.

5] S <untitled> ]
/

Creahnews
Name sprrta
Xdpi )45 @ 90 ) 180 -
Ydpi )45 @ 90 ) 180

Coloursl 16 colours J[mod 27 )
te| Colur °f
Mask [ Smple  f

Cancal|| oK |

2 Delete the existing name newsprite (usingthe Backspace key) and type in
the name for your sprite: fl owers .

3 Change both the width and the height of the sprite to be 80.

4 Change the number of colours to 16.

5 Choose Colour palette .

6 Choose the Simple mask type.

7 ClickonOKand your new (blank) sprite is created.

Sprite file window
EX Paint tools
Ex] N <untitieds * [ , ‘ ’,, Qa S
AdﬂOo\&
Amz@eN\)
| Filled rectangles
@ SetJ OR) ANDJ\
sprite wi ndow — I\ = Paint tools Window

Calanre windmw
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RISCOS 5.30 -

You should now have four Paint windows on your screen:
the Sprite file window - shows all the sprites in that sprite file
the sprite window - where you can make changes to the sprite using Paint
the Paint tools window - contains the tools you can use for painting

the Colours window - contains the colours you can paint with

Drag the tools window and the colours window to the right of your screen, and drag
the Sprite file window to the bottom left of your screen. Leave the sprite window in
the middle of the screen.

Zoom in

The sprite you've just created is very small. To help you see what you're doing, click
Menu on the sprite window and change the Zoomfactor to 8:1 (see page 375 for
more on zooming):

Paint
Misc
Save
Paint
Edit

Maﬁniﬁer |
Zoom Ll \
/ Grid F1 » “}E "}

The blank sprite will now fill most of your screen, and at this magnification a grid is
superimposed over the painting area. Each square in the grid represents one pixel.

Y Yy Y ¥

Create the first flower petal

¥ 1 Choose theUse sprite as brushtool from the Paint tools window (click on it).

v The bottom of the tools window will expand to display an area where you can
define the type of paint brush you want to use and its size. The default brush
type is a circle.

2 Reduce the brush size by changing the X scale andY scaleboxesto1:2, and
then click onOK,

3  Thefirst flower will be dark blue: Click on the dark blue colour in the Colours
window.

That colour will be highlighted and overlaid with the number 8 (to signify that
this is colour 8 out of a palette of 16 colours).
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4 Move the pointer into the sprite window. You'll notice that the pointer is now
attached to the centre of a circle. Move the pointer to the approximate
position shown below and click. A solid, dark blue circle will appear:

B

Paint tools

1 Choose the .
Paintbrushtool )’ & !x
/|515|0|o VA
2 Pick the Ams@e N\
circle brush I Use sprite 25 brush
shape . |
[ T flowers |@ SelJm\)AmJEm
T Opacs
NN Brush ﬂl@g&g
L P~
Wl Name| crcle | Find|
ey @ Shape ) Stamp ) Tt 3 c;‘hangel
i L - the scale
: xwab?'m:/ to 1:2
f Y scale ‘/ El ;z -(-:
I ' =[] *flowers" Colours
W= !

5 Move the pointer here

and click
Note: |f you accidentally remove either the colours window or the tools window

from your screen you can restore them by pressing Menu over the sprite window,

and choosing Paint/Show colours orPaint/Show tools .

Save your sprite for the first time

Now is a good time to save your sprite:
Click Menu over the Sprite file window ( notthe sprite window).

1
2 Change the name in the Paint /Save /Save asdialogue boxto Fl ower .
The name of the sprite file appears in the Title bar of the sprite file window.

Note: You should save your work frequently as you proceed. You can then return to
the last step if you go wrong, which can be useful since with some of the tools you

can easily make mistakes. Unlike Draw, you can’t undo your work in Paint.
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Paint the next three petals

Move the pointer to the centres of the three other circles shown below and click.
Don't worry if your circles are in slightly different positions:

TTTT TTTTTTTT
11T TTTTTTT
INEEI 1T 11

IENEENI
1111

o

first ci irele

Tip: If you've put a circle in the wrong position don’t despair, change the colour to
white then paint over the incorrect circle. You can then change the colour back to
blue and redo the circle.

Save your work again

Once you're satisfied with your four petals, save your work again before you go on:
Just click Menu over the Sprite file window (not the sprite window) and choose
Save. You don't need to supply a name this time.

Create the middle of the flower
You need a smaller brush to paint the middle of the flower:
1 Change the X scaleandY scaleboxes in the Paint tools window to 1:4
2 Selectyellow (colour 9) from the Colours window.

3 Paintasmall circle in the centre of your four petals:

painta small circlein  ——
the centre of the four pe tals
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Touch up the centre of the flower

If you find that there are one or two white pixels still in the centre of the flower, you
can turn them into dark blue pixels:

l 1 Choose the Set/Clear pixelstool from the tools window (the icon for this
et looks like the tip of a pencil).

2 Choose dark blue as your current colour.

3 Click Select over any white pixels inside your flower.

Save your work again at this point.

Paint the stem

The final step in creating the flower is to paint in a green stem:
1 Choose light green (colour 10) from the Colours window.
l 2 Choose the Set/Clear pixelstool from the tools window (you may already be
e using this tool if you did any touching up).
3 Paint the pixels beneath the flower to look like a stem (click on each pixel in
turn).

If you click over one pixel, only that pixel will be coloured. If you drag the
pointer while holding down Select button, each pixel it moves over will be
coloured:

]

Tip: If you make any mistakes, click Adjust to change the incorrect green pixels
back into white ones.

This is another good point to save your work before going on.
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Create the second flower

The second flower goes in the bottom right corner of the sprite. However, you don't
have to paint a new flower; you can copy the one you've just made:

1 Go into the Zoom dialogue box and slightly reduce the magnification factor,
then click on the Toggle size icon (in the top right corner of the sprite window)
to display the entire sprite.

ﬁ 2 Choose the Copy blocktool and make sure the Local option is switched on at
the bottom of the tools window.

3 Position the pointer at the top left corner of the flower.

Hold down Select, drag the mouse to the bottom right corner of the flower and
release Select. A rectangle will show the block of pixels that you have copied.

5 Move the pointer to the bottom right corner of the sprite window and click.

position pointer here... ...then drag to here

...finally move'the pointer here and click

The rectangle will be replaced by a copy of the flower.
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Modify the second flower

There are two changes you can make to the second flower to make it clearly
different from the first one; change the colour of its petals and centre, and trace
around the petals.

Change the colour of the flower
b 1 Choose the Replace colourtool.

2 Choose red (colour 11) from the Colours window.

3 Move the pointer over any part of the yellow centre of the flower and click.
The centre will become red.
Choose yellow (colour 9) from the colours window.

5 Move over any part of the blue petals and click. All the blue pixels that touch

each other will be instantly changed to yellow pixels.

Trace around the petals

The final change to make to the second flower is to trace around the edge of the
petals to give it more impact:

1 Choose orange (colour 14) from the colours window.
/ 2 Choose the Set/clear pixelstool.
3 Carefully trace around the outermost yellow pixels of the flower replacing

them with orange:

start tracing .here... ...and continue_around the entire flower

T

1111
11T

H {
na; tH

You can click on each pixel individually, or drag the pointer round the edge of
the petals in one go.
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Change the background colour

The white background will be too stark when you use the flowers to cover your
entire screen, so:

. 1 Choose the Replace colourtool, and switch the Global option on (at the
.& bottom of the Tools window).

Choose cream (colour 12) from the Colours window.
Move to any white pixel in the sprite and click.

The entire background of the sprite will be changed to cream.

Your sprite is now finished, so save it and then close the file.

Turn the sprite into a backdrop
You're now ready to wallpaper your screen with your flower sprite.
1 Click Menu over the desktop background; the Pinboard menu will appear.
2 Choose Configure...from this menu.

3 Drag your sprite file (called FI ower ) from its directory and drop it on the
Custom image box.

Make sure that Tiled is selected then click Set.,

5 Your whole screen will now be tiled with the flower sprite:
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You've finished this part of the tutorial. Take a breather. The next two sections
(before thePaint reference section on page 365) show you some advanced tricks you
can use.

Painting with a sprite
This section, and the next, show you how to create some special effects in Paint.
Here's how to use a whole sprite as a brush tool, to produce interesting patterns:
1 Open the sprite file called FI ower .
2 Now click on Paint's icon bar icon and create a sprite, 400 pixels by 300.
’? 3 Inthe tools window, choose the Use sprite as brush tool.

4 Delete the defaultname Circl e, and type in the name of a sprite (in this case
- flower )then clickFindto have Paint locate it; the sprite file containing the
sprite you want to use as a brush must be open. Alternatively, you can drag the
sprite directly to the Brusharea to make it the currently selected brush.

5 If Shapeis selected, change to the Stamp operation instead.

Click onOK

7 You can now paint using the sprite as a paintbrush. Clicking once paints a
single sprite, and dragging the brush produces a snakelike effect of sprites:

existing sprite painting with sprite as a Stamp

i

| Usesprite as brush
@ Set.) OR._) AND ) EOR
Opacity m—| 100 |
aen) 4| 7] o] B "

B e
Name[ fowel | Find|
name of sprite — | _) Shape @ Stamp _) Tint

Ar—.514
painting with sprite Xscale ~ [ 1 [:[ 2]

as a Shape A
veeao 5 [1](2]

e e i
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Painting with the mask of a sprite

This section tells you how to use a special colour (a mask) to make parts of a sprite
transparent:

1 Make sure the sprite fileFl ower is open.

2 Click Menu over the Sprite file window and copy your flower sprite - give it the
namef | ower 2 :

I >¢|ls.Flower |5
/

Misc ™~
Display r~
Save ™ Sprite

[Sprite fower SEESTS=PIEN s
/

Tt Clear all "Z
New sprite...

C[X[Fiower =

|

Copy *C Copy as flower
Copy o5 W

Paste AV
Rename >
Delete *K

Save [
Export PNG P
Export JPEG &
Info [

makes a copy of
the sprite in

the sprite file o
window...

3 Openflower2, chooseEdit/Adjust size from the main menu, and change the
width of the sprite to 40 pixels.

This will chop off the right half of the sprite leaving only the flower in the top
left half of the sprite.

4 Now, if it's not already ticked, choose Edit/Maskfrom the main menu to create
a mask colour.

_& 5 Choose the Replace colourtool and click on the Global button.

Choose the transparent colour (colour T) at the very bottom left of the Colours
window - you might need to extend the Colours window down a bit to see it.

Click on the background of the sprite to fill it with the transparent colour.
Close the sprite by clicking on the Close icon.

¥ 9 Click on Paint's icon bar icon and create a new sprite (don't forget to click on

" OK),

10 Inthe tools window, select the Use sprite as brush tool.
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PAINTING WITH THE MASK OF A SPRITE

11 Delete the default name and type in the name of the sprite you just created -
f1 ower 2 . Alternatively, drag the sprite directly onto the Brush area.

12 Click on Stampto make that the current brush operation.

13 You can now paint individual flowers, which will have a transparent
background colour:

B Bn W,
3> %
single clicks .~

create indivi jual 9)
flowers 9}
- 2%
- ) /. -

You have now completed the Paint tutorial. Save the files you've just created, if you
want, or just quit Paint.

\ dragging the brush

creates a snakelike
effect

The rest of the chapter is a reference section describing the basic elements of
Paint, the tools in detail, and how to customise Paint so that it always starts up the

way you prefer it.
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Paint reference section

and basic techniques for creating and editing sprites. For a brief introduction to

@ This section tells you in detail how to use Paint, and outlines the terms, concepts
Paint and sprites, see Basicideason page 352.

Paint has several windows with specialised functions:
Create new sprite window - Use this to set up a new sprite.

Sprite file window - Think of this as a sort of Paint ‘directory’; it can contain
more than one sprite (see page 367).

Sprite window - This is like any other application window (e.g. a Draw
window): It contains the current file (in this case, a sprite) you're editing.

Colourswindow - You use this in conjunction with the tools window to change
the colour of pixels in a sprite.

Paint toolswindow - This contains the different tools you use to edit a sprite’s
pixels.

Creating a new sprite
To create a new sprite:
1 Click on the Painticon on the icon bar.

2 Define the sprite’s attributes in the Create new sprite window:

(] <untitied> D
/

Create new sprite |
e [_rovspe_ i
Xdpi )45 @ 90 ) 180 m
Yo )45 ® 90 180 | 600

Colours | 16 colours  *H| mode 27 )
Palette |  Colour  °f|

The table overleaf tells you what all the options in this dialogue box mean.
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To Do this Notes

Name a new sprite Fill in the Namebox. Sprite names can be up to
12 characters long.

Allow a sprite to use Choose from the mask  This defines an extra
transparent pixels, as pop-up menu. transparent ‘colour’ in the
well as coloured ones Colours window.

Define the size of the Fill in the width and height The default is the size of
sprite in pixels boxes. the current display.
You can also click on the
resize arrows adjacent to
the boxes.

Change the pixel size Choose from45, 90and Larger dpi settings give
180dots perinch (dpi). smaller pixels.

Setthe number of Choose from the pop-up Usually the same as in the
colours in the sprite menu2,4, 16, 256 4k, current display mode.
32k, 64k, or16M.

Define whether the Choose from the pop-up Sprites with more than 256

sprite uses a palette menuColourfor a colours have no palette.
user-definable colour 256 colour sprites may also
palette, Greyscale * for be created with 64 or 16

uniform grey shades, or (fixed) colours for backward
Nonefor the default compatibility with earlier
palette for the chosen  versions of RISC OS.

number of colours. Colour sprites with a

palette have white as
colour 0; greyscale sprites
have black as colour 0.

* Greyscale palettes may not display correctly on earlier operating systems.
Note: You can normally ignore the mode box. If there’s a number shown here, the

sprite is created as an old format sprite. If it's blank, the sprite created is a new
format sprite.
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Handling sprite files

Paint
Misc =
Display P
Save [
Selection »

New sprite...

PAINT

It's easy to become confused over the difference between sprites and sprite files.
This section shows you how to create and manipulate sprites and sprite files.

e 4
o
Flower

a sprite file

containing 3 sprites

If you prefer, you can keep just one sprite in each sprite file. However, you can store
many sprites in a sprite file:

To

Do this

Notes

Open a Sprite file
window

Double-click on a sprite file
icon, or drag its icon onto
Paint’s icon bar icon.

Shows all sprites in the
sprite file at actual size if
possible.

Save a sprite file (and
all the sprites it
contains)

Click Menu over the Sprite
file window and drag the

Save/Save asicon to a
directory display*.

You can save it under a
different name, if you want.

Create a new sprite in
a Sprite file window

Click Menu over the Sprite
file window and fill in the
New sprite... box.

You can also double-click
on a blank part of the sprite
file window.

Change the Sprite file
window display

Click Menu and choose one
of the Display options.

This is rather like changing
directory displays.

See information
about Paint or the
sprite file

Click Menu and display the
Misc/Info or Misc FFile box.

File gives you the sprite
file’'s name, number of
sprites and size in bytes.

See how the sprite
would look if used as

anicon

Choose Display Using
desktop colours.

This option is ignored if the
sprite has its own palette.

* If you drop the Save /Save asicon onto another Sprite file window instead, any existing sprites
in that window with the same name will be replaced.
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Manipulating sprites within a sprite file

Spite | You can perform various operations on the sprites in a Sprite file window:
Selectall *A
Clear all *Z .
............... To Do this Notes
Cut AX
Copy "C ' Open asprite for  Double-click on its picture See page 376 and page 381
r‘ editing in the Sprite file window. for more on editing sprites.
Paste v
Rename b You can also open other
Delete K views of the same sprite
““““““““ (rather like the New view
save " option in Draw) at different
Export PNG ™ P :
Export JPEG » zoom Settlngs.
Info - R
——————————————— Select all sprites Choose Sprite/Select all  You can also hold Select
Print >

within a sprite file

or press Ctrl-A.

and drag a rectangle
around multiple sprites to
select them.

Deselect all
currently-selected
sprites

Click Select in the Sprite
file window in a space
where there is no sprite.

You can also choose
Sprite/Clear all or press
Ctrl-Z.

Cut the selected
sprite(s) to the global
clipboard

Choose Sprite/Cut or press
Ctrl-X.

Copy the selected
sprite(s) to the global
clipboard

Choose Sprite/Copy . or
press Ctrl-C.

Copy a sprite within a
sprite file

Click Menu over the sprite's
picture in the sprite file and
type a new name in the
Sprite /Copy asbox.

You can also enter a new
name in the Sprite /Save

as box and drag the icon
onto the Sprite file window.

Paste sprite(s) from
the global clipboard
into the sprite file

Choose Sprite/Paste or
press Ctrl-V.

Rename a sprite

Use the Sprite /Rename
box from the sprite file
window menu.

You can also press Alt and
click Select on the name, as
you can in the Filer.
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To Do this Notes

Delete a sprite from a Click Menu over the sprite’s Don't delete the last sprite

sprite file picture in the sprite file  from a sprite file, or you
window and choose won't be able to save the
Sprite Delete, or press  sprite file.
Ctrl-K.

Save a sprite from a Click Menu over the sprite’s You can also drag the sprite

sprite file picture in the sprite file  from the sprite file window
window and drag the and drop it where it should
Sprite /Save /Save asicon. be saved.

Export a sprite as a Click Menu over the sprite’s JPEG images use lossy
compressed image picture in the sprite file  compression, so try to only

window and drag the export a single time with
Sprite Export PNG /Save  this method to avoid the
as or Sprite /Export sprite becoming lower
JPEG /Save asicon. quality.

See information Click Menu over the sprite’s This information can also

about a sprite picture in the sprite file  be retrieved from
window and choose Misc/Sprite on the current
Sprite /Info . Sprite window.

Adding an existing sprite to a sprite file
There are four ways of adding an existing sprite to a different sprite file:

Drag a sprite file icon and drop it onto the destination Sprite file window.

If the source sprite file contains many sprites, they're all added to the
destination Sprite file window. Sprites with the same name will be overwritten.
Drag a sprite from another Sprite file window, or application, and drop it onto
the destination Sprite file window.

Dragging a sprite from a Draw window to Paint is an example of adding a sprite
to a sprite file from another application using drag and drop. This also works in
the other direction to easily add a sprite to a Draw drawing from Paint.

Click Menu over a sprite’s picture in the source Sprite file window and drag the
Sprite ‘'name’ /Save /Save asicon onto the destination Sprite file window.

Click Menu over an open Sprite file window and drag the Sprite /Save /Save as
icon onto the destination Sprite file window.
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Handling compressed images

Joint Photographic Experts Group

o

You can also use Paint to edit JPEG images. To load a JPEG file into Paint, drag the
JPEG file onto Paint’s icon bar icon or any open Sprite File window.

If you drag a JPEG file onto Paint’s icon bar icon, a Sprite file window, a sprite
window and a colours window will all open, ready for you to edit the image. There
are some JPEG files in the Docunent s. User Gui de. Pi ct ur es directory to try

this out with.

When you have finished editing the JPEG it can be saved by dragging the icon from
the Save/JPEG/Save asto a directory display. The Qualityfactor has the same
meaning as the quality value in ChangeFSl described on page 477; the default
gives a good reduction in file size.

Notes:

Paint may automatically perform some dithering when you load a JPEG file.
You can often get a better quality sprite by using ChangeFSI to process the
JPEG file and saving the resulting sprite into Paint.

The image will be converted into a sprite in the current screen mode. This
means that it will be given the same number of colours as the current mode, so
make sure you change to the correct mode before you load the image.

JPEG useslossy compressionto make the file size as small as possible, meaning
each time a JPEG is converted to a sprite and back to a JPEG again a little of the
fine detail of the image is lost. For this reason it is recommended to make all
of your edits in sprite format and only convert to JPEG once at the very end.

Portable Network Graphics

While JPEG images work well with real life images such as photographs of people
and places, PNG images are commonly used with computer originated graphics.
The format employs lossless compressionso can be converted to and from a sprite
repeatedly without losing any fine detail.

To load a PNG file (or any of dozens of compressed image formats) into Paint, use
the ChangeFSl application to first convert the image to a sprite. The chapter
ChangefSlon page 471 explains how to do this.

When you have finished editing a sprite it can be saved by dragging the icon from
the Save/PNG/Save as to a directory display. The Compressionfactor has the

same meaning as the quality value in ChangeFSI described on page 477, the
default gives a good reduction in file size.
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Choosing and using colours

You use the Colours window to choose the colour that you are painting with. There
is a separate Colours window for each sprite. To open the Colours window (if it's
not already displayed) click Menu on the sprite window and choose Paint/Show

colours, or click Select on the colour swatch in the corner of a sprite window.

There are in fact two different Colours windows (see Using colour in applications on

page 239 for details on the second of these two windows):

o = B "newsprite" Colours
i) "newsprite” Colours |1
~ r @® RGB ) CMYK ) HSV
) Red /A%
®) Graen TN9%
@ Blue /A%
—
E nmir
Colours window for —
modes up to 256 colours _|None

(this nne's far 1A enlanire)

Colours window for greater
than 256-colour modes

Choosing a colour
To choose a colour, click on it in the Colours window.

For sprites with up to 256 colours, the foreground colour (and its number) is
highlighted in the colours window with a solid outline, while the current background
colour is has a dashed outline. Clicking Adjust on a colour changes the background
colour.

The colours shown are the shades that can be displayed in the current screen
mode. These may be an approximation to the actual palette of the sprite (see
Mixing new colours using a palette gn page 373).

Finding out the colour of an individual pixel

Another way to choose a colour is to point at a pixel in the sprite window, click
Menu and choose Paint /Select colour. You can use this method to find out exactly
which colour has been used to paint the pixel.

It is also possible to pick the colour without opening the Paint menu at all: to do
this, Shift-Select-click on a pixel will set the foreground colour, or Shift-Adjust-click
for the background colour.
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Making the Colours window smaller

You can make the Colours window smaller by clicking Menu over the sprite window
and choosing Paint/Small colours . This toggles the size of the sprite colours
window; the colours window must be open. The small colours window takes less
screen space than the large one. This is particularly valuable in 256-colour modes.

Reviewing the current colour without the Colours window

The currently selected colour is shown in the colour swatch at the bottom lefthand
corner of the sprite window.

Using a transparent mask

If a sprite with up to 256 colours has a mask, an extra, special colour is shown in
the bottom lefthand corner of the sprite Colours window as a shaded square.

6] ]_"newsprite” Colours |C

1R

For sprites with a mask and more than 256 colours, you will be able to select it by
choosingNonein the bottom of the Colours window.

Adding a mask

If a sprite doesn't have a mask, you can add one by clicking Menu over the sprite
window and choosing Edit/Mask .

For more information about using masks, see page 363.
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Applying colours using logical operators

There are four different ways in which you can apply colour to a sprite, using the
Set, OR, ANDandEORbuttons in the tools window (the tools themselves are
described starting on page 376).

=1 B3| Paint tools
L] 5

AR
/|5a|0lo N\ 4,
Amz@eN\)
| Set/clear pixels

@ Set.) OR_) AND ) EOR

Set causes the colour itself to be painted into the sprite. The remaining three
styles cause the indicated logical operation to be applied between the colour
number of the pixel on the screen and that selected in the Colours window.

For example, if you choose EOR, spraying with colour 11 (binary 1011) onto an area
that is currently colour 12 (binary 1100) will produce pixels in colour 7 (binary
0111). For a description of logical operations, see the BBC BASIC Reference Manual

ORsets more pixels towards the higher numbered colours in the palette.
AND sets more pixels towards the lower numbered colours in the palette.

EOR maintains a wider variety of colours than ORorAND

You can set a sprite’s palette to a custom one by dropping a palette file onto the
sprite window - see page 374 for more on saving palette files.

The most interesting effects are achieved when spraying over a range of existing
colours, or drawing overlapping filled shapes. Experiment for yourself!

Mixing new colours using a palette

Sprites which use 256 colours or less only have a limited range of colours to
choose from. In such cases, if a sprite has a palette, you can use it to mix new
colours.

Giving a sprite a palette

If a sprite doesn't have its own palette, and you want to give it one, click Menu over
the sprite window and choose Edit /Palette . Sprites which don't have their own
palettes use the default desktop palette for a given mode (unless Display Use

desktop coloursis off, in which case the old BBC and Master series colours are
used).

By default, when you create a new sprite, it is given a palette.
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Redefining colours (editing a palette)

This method works for all sprites with up to 16 colours, and with 256-colour sprites
with true-colour palettes.

1 Click on the colour in the Colours window that you want to change.

2 Click Menu over the sprite window and display the Paint /Edit palette /Edit
colourbox.

3 Mix a new colour and click on OKto redefine the Colours window.

Using colour in applications on page 239 tells you how to mix colours. The colour
displayed is the best approximation available in the current screen mode to the
shade you select. The exact colour is recorded by Paint; it is displayed more
accurately if you change to a mode with more colours.

Saving a palette
To save a sprite’s palette:
1 Click Menu over the sprite window and display the Save /Palette box:

Paint
Misc m Save

EX| spite F3r

Paint »| PNG [

Edt »| JPEG [ Save as |
zeon | EDREH ¢
2

v Grid F1 »
raed o

2 DragtheSave asicon to a directory display.

If you want to use the same palette in another sprite, drag this palette file onto the
new sprite window. This modifies the palette used by the sprite.

Creating an extended colour fill (ECF)

Note: ECFs are only really provided for backwards compatibility. We don't
recommend that you use them.

To create an ECF, click Menu over the sprite window and choose Paint/Select ECF

This leads to a dialogue box which you can use to extract the bottom lefthand
pixels of a named sprite as an ECF pattern. ECFs are patterns that you can use in
place of a colour, and are added to the sprite palette, below the plain colours.

You can't define an ECF for sprites with more than 256 colours. You can define up
to four ECFs for each sprite.
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Zooming in and out (scaling a sprite window)

Paint To scale the size of a sprite window to make it easier to edit, press Menu over the
Misc »  sprite window and set a zoom factor in the Zoom Magnifier dialogue box:
Save P
Paint  » Magnifier
Edt & \ \
zoom MKl
v Grid F1 >

The magnification only changes the size at which the sprite is displayed in the
window; the actual definition, height and width are not affected. The magnification
is expressed as a ratio; for example 2:1 means twice normal size, 3:4 means
three-quarters of normal size, and so on. You can change the ratio either by
clicking on the up and down arrows, or by typing in a new value at the caret.

If your mouse has a scroll wheel, the magnification can also be changed by
pressing the Ctrl key and scrolling the wheel while the pointer is over the sprite.
Holding down the Shift key at the same time will change the magnification in
coarser steps.

By holding the Ctrl key while adjusting the window size with the adjust size icon
you can change the zoom factor such that the sprite exactly fills the new window

size.
Using a grid
Paint You can use a grid to see the boundaries between individual pixels in a sprite:
Misc &
Salve . To Do this
Paint
Eggm : Toggle the grid on or Press Menu over the sprite window and choose Grid, or
Y Grid F1 |§ off press F1.

Change the grid's  Press Menu over the sprite window and choose a colour
display colour from the Grid submenu.

The grid is automatically displayed when the magnification is at 4:1 or higher and
the menu is toggled to on.
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Using Paint'’s tools

You choose tools from the Paint tools window to edit a sprite.

i | Paint tools
Llald ] bl
Qo]
Amz@e
| Replace colour
@ Set.) OR ) AND ) EOR

5

@ Local ) Global

If, when you open a sprite for editing, the tools window doesn't appear on the
screen, you can display it by clicking Menu on the sprite window and choosing
Paint/Show tools, or click Adjust on the colour swatch in the corner of a sprite
window.

The top section of the window shows the tools. The currently-selected tool is
highlighted and its name shown below the icons.

Below this are buttons used to define how colour will be applied to the image.
When certain tools are selected, an extension may appear at the bottom of the
tools window for setting extra parameters.

Choosing tools
To use a tool to edit a sprite:
1 Click on the tool in the Paint tools window.

2 If you want, set or change any parameters, such as the size of the spray or
brush to be used.

3 Choose a colour from the Colours window.

4 Move the mouse to the sprite window, and apply the tool as described below.

For operations such as drawing lines and rectangles, you can click Adjust instead
of Select. This moves the point you just set to the current position.

While some operations are in progress, a skeleton line or area is shown.

You can cancel any of the sequences of operations described below by clicking
again on the current tool in the Paint tools window.
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To Choose this tool Notes
Paint a pixel / Set/clear pixels  Click Adjust to clear a pixel to
the background colour.

Drag the pointer to paint
many pixels.

Spray pixelsin an Spray can Set the spray Densityand
area around the ‘ Radiusat the bottom of the
pointer position tools window.
Spray with Adjust to clear
pixels to the background
colour.

Paint another sprite ¥ Use sprite as brush See Using a sprite as a brush on

into the current one I page 380.

Replace one colour g Replace colour  Localchanges all touching
with another (flood pixels of the same colour.
fill) Global changes all similarly-

coloured pixels in the sprite.

Copy a rectangular ﬁ Copy block Drag a select box around the

block from one part (switchLocalon) block to be copied. Click to

of a sprite to another position the copied block.

Save (export) a ﬁ Copy block (switch Drag a select box around the

rectangular block of a Exporton) block to be copied. Drag the

sprite Save asicon to a directory or
sprite file.

Move a rectangular g . Move block (switch Works in the same way as

block from one part }\ Local on) Copy block (Local), but area

of a sprite to another left behind is filled with
colour 0, or transparent if a
mask is present.

Save (export) a }k Move block (switch Works in the same way as
rectangular block of a Exporton) Copy block (Export).
sprite
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To Choose this tool Notes
Move the entire Move whole sprite Drag the pointer to the new
sprite within the position in sprite window.
sprite window With the Wrap option

enabled any parts of image
which move outside window
appear on the opposite side,
without wrapping they are
lost.

Paint a solid line of / Lines Click at each end of the line.
pixels

Paint a solid triangle A Filled triangles  Click on each corner of the

triangle.
Paint an outline or ] Rectangle Click on opposite corners of
solid rectangle outlines the rectangle.
I Filled rectangles
Paint an outline or 7 Parallelogram Click on three corners of the
solid parallelogram outlines parallelogram.
parallelograms
Paint an outline or O Circle Click at the centre, then on
solid circle outlines the circumference.
. Filled circles
Paint an outline or Ellipse Click at the centre. Second
solid ellipse - outlines click defines the width.
Filled ellipses
- P
Paint an arc or solid \ Circle outline Click to define the centre of a
circular segment sections circle, then click at each end
\ Filled circle of the arc.

seg ments
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To Choose this tool Notes
Paint a solid circular . Filled circle Click to define the centre of a
sector sectors circle, then click at each end
of the arc.
Paint a text line onto Insert text Enter the text, character sizes
a sprite Z (pixels) and spacing (pixels)

in the tools window. Click to
define centre of text line.

Only System font is available.
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Using a sprite as a brush

¥ Here's a bit more on using a sprite as a brush (there are a couple of examples of
using this tool in the Paint tutorial | on page 362):

= B | Paint tools
Ll &|@<
/|8g|0joN
Amz@eN

| Use spite as brush

| A=

@ Set._) OR_) AND ) EOR
Opaciy [ 100
ausn| O [T A 24

o
W

Name[ crclel | Find|

(@ Shape ._) Stamp ) Tint
! /
xsedle ~ [ 1 ]:[ 1]
/ A
Y scale ,-EI:E -

To Do this Notes

Use one of the twelve Type one of the names  The eight brushes with

built-in brush shapes brush, square soft intheir name are
triangle circle, useful when creating areas
circlesoftl (to4) or ofartwork that blend with
squaresoftl (to4)into other areas of colour on the
theNamebox and then  image, such as painting
click onFind, soft backgrounds.

Use one of your own Open the Sprite file

sprites as a brush  window and type the
sprite’'s name in the Name
box and click on Find, or
drag the sprite to the Brush

area directly.

Use just the outline Select the Shape Pixels in brush sprite which
of the source sprite operation. are not transparent are set
to the current colour.
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To Do this Notes

Paint with the full ~ Select the Stamp
coloured sprite operation.
image

Use the source sprite SettheX scaleandY scale This is useful for using the
at a differentsize multipliers by typinga  same source sprite at
scale factor and pressing different sizes.
Return or using the
adjuster arrows,

Paint with a version SelecttheTintoperation. The selected colour will be

of the sprite image blended half and half with
tinted with the the colours of sprite.
currently selected You cannot tint with the
colour transparent colour.

Paint with a Drag the Opacityslider to This is useful for making

translucent version the left or type in a value subtle changes to an image
of the sprite image less than 100 (in percent). or special effects like
The lower the value, the representing glass or water.
more of the underlying
sprite will show through
your brush strokes.

Changing a sprite’s size, shape and orientation

Edit You can perform many operations on a sprite using Paint’s Edit menu (click Menu
Flip vertically F2 over a sprite window and choose from the Paint/Editsubmenu):
Flip horizontally fTF2
Rotate AR

Scale x Far| TO Use this option or Notes
Scale y N1F4 submenu
Shear AH >
Adjust size sgp[ Invert a sprite Flip vertically, or press F2
insort colmns  E5> vertically about its
Insert rows Fér centre
Delete columns  TTF5 - ] : :
Deleterows  fF6»| INvertasprite Flip horizontally, or press
----------------------- horizontally about  Shift-F2
Mask its centre
v Palette
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To Use this option or Notes
submenu
Rotate a sprite Rotate Type the angle in the Rotation
about its centre Rotate_| box, or press Ctrl-R.
90 The sprite size changes if you

rotate for angles other than
multiples of 90 degrees
(unless the sprite has an even
aspect ratio and pixel

height/width).
Scale the sprite Scale xor Type the scale factor in the
horizontally or Scaley Factor box. Negative scale
vertically _Factor | factors are not allowed.
1
Slant the sprite Shear Type the shear factor in the
horizontally ~Factor_| Shear box, or press Ctrl-H.

1] The top row of pixels is
moved right. The rows below
are moved proportionally.
The factor is the tangent of
the angle you want to shear
by. A factor of 1 slants the
sprite 45°.
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To Use this option or Notes
submenu
Add or delete rows Adjust size Use the arrows in the Sprite
or columns from the Adjust size | size box, or fill in the Width
sprite with| 8o | s / Height| % |4/ andHeightboxes, then click
Edge adjustment Adjust.
II\I Rows or columns added to
v enlarge the sprite are added
[ 0 |- sate il 0 ] tothetop/right by default. To
A make the adjustment to a
II/I specific edge use the Edge
adjustmentboxes instead of
carcel || Adust | the Width/Height boxes.

Add or delete Delete columns Inserted rows or columns are
columns at the Delete rows filled with colour 0.
pointer position Cokiite I 0ei Columns are deleted to the

right of the pixel over which

you clicked Menu. Rows are
Insert columns deleted upwards.

Insert rows See below for more
Rows to insert | information.

More on adding and deleting rows and columns

Enter the number of columns in the Columns to insert or Columns to delete box
and click Select or press . Similary for the number of rows, enter the number in
the Rows to insert or Rows to delete box and click Select or press

Alternatively, without passing over a menu, move the pointer over the sprite
window to change the size of the highlighted area that appears and click when the
box shows the right number. Doing it this way can be tricky; increasing the zoom
scale can help to make this operation more controllable.
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Printing a sprite
Before you can print a sprite, you must have the Printer Manager loaded (see

Part 4 - Printing ). There are three ways you can print a sprite:

Click Menu over the sprite’s picture in the Sprite file window and display the
Sprite /Print /Print sprite dialogue box.

Click Menu over the sprite window and display the Misc /Print /Print sprite

dialogue box.

Press the Print key when the sprite window has the input focus.
The dialogue box is the same in all cases. The exact contents of the dialogue box

depend on the printer driver in use, but it typically allows you to choose the
orientation (Portraitor Landscape ) scaling, and position on the paper.

Print sprite
| JP 150

@ Landscape ) Portrait
Scale x D:
Scale y :

Corner x
Corner y
(@ Inches ) Centimetres

Copies | Print

Scale allows you to change the proportions of the printed image. Setting both x
and y to 1:2 will produce a half-sized image.

Cornerdefines where on the printed page the image will be printed. The default
settings define the edge of the printable page for your printer. Changing these
settings will move the printing position of the image.
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Taking screen snapshots

You can use Paint to save part of the screen as a sprite file (this is how the pictures
of menus, windows and so on were produced in this Guide).

Paint Start snapshot by choosing Snapshot...from the icon bar menu. This displays the
Info M snapshot dialogue box:
Choices... Screen snapshot |
Quit Delay before snapshot
(@ No delay (instant effect)
) User defined 1q [s
__| Grabwhole screen
[V Show snapshot timer |&|

To Do this Notes

Take a snapshot of Tick the Grab whole Drag the resulting

the whole screen screenbox and click on  Save asicon to a
oK, directory display.

Take a snapshot of Switch Grab whole screen Drag the resulting

part of the screen gy offand clickonOK. Then  Save asiconto a

drag a select box (using the directory display.
camera pointer that

appears) round the area

you want to snapshot.

Set a delay before the ~ Switch onUser definedin  This allows you to
snapshot is taken the Delay before snapshot take shots of
area and enter the delay in transient items (like
seconds. Then take the  menus): while the
snapshot as above. timer is counting
down, you can
position menus etc.
in the snapshot area
you defined.
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Saving Paint application preferences

You may want to change some aspects of the way new Paint windows appear when
you first open them. For example, a new window normally opens with Zoom
magnification set to 1:1, but you may prefer to have the Zoom option set to 2:1.

Paint__| To change the application preferences, open the Choices...dialogue box from

Info M Paint’'s icon bar menu.

Snapshot... . o .

You can modify the Sprite file window appearance to show extra details of each
Quit sprite, and whether to Use desktop colours to show the sprites in the Sprite file

window or not (in which case the old BBC and Master series colours are used).

The remainder of the choices relate to the Sprite window used to edit sprites.

| Paint choices
Sprite file window
| Show full sprite details
|7 Use desktop colours

Sprite window
[V Show Colours window
__| Small size
[ Artist-friendly colour order
J Rearrange user 256 colour palettes
Prompt before doing so
|7 Show Tools window
[V Apply tool from second click

Grid | Show above 4:1 °fj|
i\ A
Zoom / |I|: /

Cancel | Set |

When a sprite is opened, you can choose to Show Colours window at the same
time, and also to Show Tools window . The default Grid colour and appearance

can be set via the pop-up menu, along with your preferred Zoom settings.

There are further refinements possible to the Colours window:

To choose to open it at Small size.

To show 256 colour palettes inartist-friendly order, where similar colours and
shades are grouped together in the Colours window.

To automatically rearrange user-defined 256 colour palettes to be in
artist-friendly order.
Note: Rather than showing the colours in artist-friendly order, this option
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changes the sprite data instead. Once saved the data will always be in
artist-friendly order, which makes the sprite larger and slower to plot. For this
reason Paint can display a Prompt before doing so to confirm that

rearranging the data is safe.

For keyboard shortcuts (see page 389) to be accepted the Sprite window must have
the input focus which requires clicking in the window. However, if a tool is currently
selected this would paint into the sprite. Enable Apply tool from second click to

take your first click to gain the input focus, and subsequent clicks for painting.

Click on Setto make the changes, or Cancelto close the window. Use Adjust click
to keep the choices window open.
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Types of sprite that can be created by Paint

This table gives the various types of sprite which can be created by Paint, and
whether they are backward compatible with earlier versions of the operating
system - they have a mode number.

You can select these combinations using the Create new sprite window. See
page 365 for more information.

Number of Dots per inch (dpi)

Equivalent old-type

colours screen mode number
Two 90x90 25

45%x45 no equivalent

90x45 0

Other combinations no equivalent
Four 90x90 26

45x45 1

90x45 8

Other combinations no equivalent
Sixteen 90x90 27

45x45 9

90x45 12

Other combinations no equivalent
256 90x90 28

45x45 13

90x45 15

Other combinations no equivalent
4k All combinations no equivalent
32k All combinations no equivalent
64k All combinations no equivalent
16M All combinations no equivalent

You can find out the earliest version of RISC OS able to display a sprite that you

created by opening the Info window for the sprite and looking at the Compatibility

statement.
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Keyboard shortcuts

Many Paint operations can be carried out from the keyboard instead of the menus
and mouse; when you are familiar with the application, you may find this more
convenient.

In the Sprite file window

To Use this keystroke
Select all Ctrl-A
Clear selection Ctrl-Z
Cut a selection to the clipboard Ctrl-X
Copy a selection to the clipboard Ctrl-C

Paste from the clipboard, replacing any current Ctrl-V
selection

Delete a selection without affecting the clipboard Ctrl-K

Move on to rename the next sprite (having started Tab
a rename by Alt clicking on the sprite’s name)

Move on to rename the previous sprite Shift-Tab

In the Sprite window

To Use this keystroke
Save the sprite (calls up the normal Save asbox) F3

Save the sprite’s palette Ctrl-F3
Flip the sprite vertically F2

Flip the sprite horizontally Shift-F2
Open the rotate sprite box Ctrl-R
Open the scale in X direction box F4
Open the scale in Y direction box Shift-F4
Open the shear sprite box Ctrl-H
Open the adjust sprite size box Ctrl-S
Open the insert columns box F5
Open the insert rows box F6
Open the delete columns box Shift-F5
Open the delete rows box Shift-F6
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To Use this keystroke
Show the sprite’s Colours window Ctrl-Shift-F1
Show the Tools window Ctrl-F1
Zoom out Ctrl-Q
Zoom in Ctrl-W
Print the sprite Print
Toggle the grid on or off F1
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28

Thu 25 Jun 16:16

Alarm

Aarm is a sophisticated alarm clock.

You can use Alarm to
display an analogue or digital clock on the icon bar
set the computer’s date and time
set up alarms that can go off at a specified time in the future
set up applications so that they are automatically started at a particular time
set up urgent and repeating alarms

store alarms automatically and remember them even when you switch off the
computer.

Starting Alarm

Alarm is in the Apps icon bar directory display. To start the application,
double-click on the !Alarm application icon. The clock icon appears on the right
hand side of the icon bar showing the time.

Setting the time and date

Alarm

Info
Alarms...
Choices...
Set clock...
Quit

8

You can set the computer’s time and date either manually or, if it is connected to
the internet, automatically from an internet time server.

In either case can you make use of the Time and date setup plug-in described on
page 107 in the chapter Changing the computer’s configuration A|ternative|y, you can
open the same setup dialogue from the Set clock...icon bar menu item.
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Setting an alarm

To define an alarm, click on Alarm’s time display on the icon bar to open the Set
alarm dialogue.

| Setalarm |
A A 2 A A

Toe| 18 || Aprl [2017]at| 10 || 30 |+ O 105 1 54
/ / / / / Years Days Hours Mins

Curriculum planning meeting

Make notes for minutes

l

__| Working week _|Task

| Recurring | urgent Cancel | | Save |

To set an alarm:

1 Choose the date and time of the alarm by clicking on the adjuster arrows
above and below the date and time boxes. It is also possible to type the
required date and time as numbers directly into the boxes.

2 Inthe message box, type up to 3 lines of text that you want to display when the
alarm goes off.

3 Click onSaveto define the alarm.

When an alarm is set, the border of Alarm’s time display on the icon bar changes
colour from blue to red.

The following options are also on the Set alarm window:

Working week

This limits the alarm settings for any recurring alarms to be within the specified
working week; the working week is defined in the Alarm Choices window, and is
Monday to Friday by default. This option only takes effect if the Recurring alarm
option is also selected.

If you have set an alarm that falls outside the working week it will always go off on
the last working day before the appointment. This is to prevent you missing an
appointment that is scheduled outside the working week.

Any changes to the working week affect all Alarms, including those already set and
saved.
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Task

Instead of merely giving you a message when an alarm goes off, Alarm can carry out
a task. A task can be anything you can do on the Desktop or command line: running
a program or loading an application, for example. Click on the Task option and

enter the command you want carried out in the message boxes.

You can also set up a Task alarm by dragging a file onto the Set alarm window. If
you drag an application onto the window, for example, that application will run at
the time set for the alarm. If you drag a text file, the text will be displayed in an Edit
application window; you might use this option to display, at the start of the day, a
list of things you have to do.

Urgent

You can mark an alarm as urgent by clicking on the Urgentbox. It will then sound
an audible alarm when it goes off, even if you have selected the Silentoption from
the setup dialogue box menu (see Configuring the Alarm choices on page 397).

Recurring

You can set an alarm to go off more than once by switching on the Recurring
option. Doing this displays some further options:

]| Set alarm
A A A A A
Thu| 4 || May [2017]at| 15 45|+ 0 121 7 08
{ { / / / Years Days Hours Mins
Bridge club
|
__ | Working week | Task
[V Recurring | urgent
A A /
(@ Calendar | fist | Thursday ofevery frst  month
/ / /
) Pattern Minutes Weeks 1
Hours Months
Days Years Cancel | Save |
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Use the radio buttons and arrow icons to specify whether you want the alarm to
recur by calendar definition (as in the example above), or by a pattern definition
(as in the example below):

]| Change alarm |

At At = AR
Toe| 18 | February [2018]at| 0 [ o0 |+ 1 40 15 22

/ / / / / Years Days Hours Mins
Tomorrow is St Valentine's day
Buy flowers[
__ | Working week _|Task
[V Recurring | urgent
) Calendar first Thursday  of every first month

(@ Pattern J Minutes ) Weeks 1
J) Hours ) Months /

JDays (@ Years Cancel | | Save |

To limit the current alarm to the working week, turn the Working week option on.

To limit all your alarms to the working week by default, choose the Recurring
alarms fit into a working week option in the Alarm choices dialogue.

You can define more than one alarm by simply repeating the Set alarm procedure.

Saving alarms

When alarms are not being automatically saved, open the list of alarms by clicking
Alarms...on the icon bar menu. The title bar of this window shows the name of the
alarms file with an asterisk appended if updates have not yet been saved.

To complete the setting of any new or changed alarms, click Menu over the list of
alarms, slide from Save as alarmsto the Save as box, then click OK |

e B Choices:Alarm.Alarms * [0
Date Time Message 2
Tue, 18th Apr2017 10:30am Curriculum planning meeting Make notes for minutes

Thu, 4th May 2017  3:45 pm Bridge club Alarms B

Tue, 13th Feb2018 12:00am Tomorrow is St Valentine's | Setnew alarm

’l_- Alarm Save as |

Selectall 2
Q)

Clear selection

Save as text
- larm.Alarms OK|
Save as alarms @
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When an alarm goes off

When the alarm time is reached, a window similar to the one below appears on the
screen. Click Acceptto dismiss the window.

i URGENT!

An alarm was set for 3:00 pm,
Monday, 20th February 2017.

Curriculum planning meeting
Make notes for minutes

Accept

If Alarm is not running when an alarm is due to go off, the alarm will be triggered
next time Alarm is started. If the alarm is a recurring alarm, you will receive a
message for the first occurrence due for the period when Alarm was not running,
but not for subsequent ones.

Browsing through your alarms

Choosing Alarms...from the icon bar menu displays the alarm browser. The
browser lists the alarms you have set.

Clicking Menu over the browser window displays the menu options available for
setting, changing, copying, deleting and saving alarms.

5 | Choices:Alarm.Alarms O
Date Time Message A
Tue, 18th Apr2017 10:30am Curriculum planning meetind  Alarms |utes

Thu, 4th May 2017  3:45 pm Bridge club Set new alarm Alarm
Tue, 13hFeb2018 1200am Tomorrowis St Valentine's | MMM Change alarm
= Selectall Delete alarm

Clear selection Copy alarm
Saveastext M| Saveastext »
Save as alarms | Save as alarms P

The Alarms browser menu

Set new alarm

Choosing this option displays the Set alarm dialogue box.

Alarm

This option is only available when an alarm is selected. Select an alarm by clicking
on an alarm line in the browser.
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This option displays a submenu which allows you to perform the following
operations:

Change alarm . This displays the Change alarm dialogue box. Use this in the
same way as the Set alarm dialogue box. You can also display the Change
alarm box by double-clicking over the appropriate line in the browser.

Delete alarm . Use this option to delete an alarm.

Copy alarm . Use this option to copy an alarm so that it is duplicated in the
alarm browser. You can then use the Change alarm option to modify the
copied alarm.

Save as text. This option saves the alarm text (as seen in the browser) as a text
file. Drag the Save astext file icon to an appropriate directory.

Save as alarm. This option saves your alarms in an alarm file. You can use the
Save as box to drag the file elsewhere, in which case its use is described below
in Alarm files.

Select all

Selects all alarms in the browser.

Clear selection

Deselects all selected alarms in the browser.

Save as text

This option saves the selected alarm text (as seen in the browser) as a text file.
Drag the Save astext file icon to an appropriate directory.

You can load this text file into Edit to display a list of all your currently set Alarms,
or, if you have Printer Manager running, drag the icon straight onto the Printer
Manager icon to print the list on paper.

Save as alarms

This option saves the selected alarms as an alarm file. Drag the Save asalarms file
icon to an appropriate directory, or click on OKto save in the default file in the
Choices directory. Alarm files can be read back into Alarm at a later date.

Note: |f you save the Alarms file into the $.Public directory on your hard disc, it will
be updated even if the disc is locked.
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Configuring the Alarm choices
The setup dialogue box allows you to configure
how alarms are acted upon
how the alarm database is used

the alarm display format.

If your computer is locked (password protected) you won't be able to change any
Alarm choices until it is unlocked.

To change the Alarm setup options:

1 Click Menu over the Alarm icon on the icon bar.
2 ChooseChoices...

3 Change the options to suit your needs.

4

ClickSetto save the options.

=] Alarm choices

| Alarms are silent unless urgent
) Continuous beep

(@ Turn beep off after seconds
J Recurring alarms fit into a working week
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday Saturday Sunday

|7 Automatically update alarm database
[V Confirm alarm deletions

) HH:MM ) Analogue with seconds
) HHIMM:SS ) Analogue without seconds
@® Userdefined | %w3 %zdy %m3 %24:%mi |

Cancel | | set |

Alarms are silent unless urgent

When this is selected, only urgent alarms sound an audible beep at alarm time.
When it is not selected, all alarms sound an audible beep.

Recurring alarms fit into a working week

When this is selected, any subsequent recurring alarms you set, or alarms that you
defer, will skip those days you have not selected. An alarm repeating monthly or
annually will go off on the working day before its due date.
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Continuous beep

Click on this box if you want an audible alarm to sound continuously until you
cancel the alarm.

Turn beep off after

The figure you type into the box is the number of seconds that the computer’s beep
will sound when there is an alarm.

Automatically update the alarm database

This option lets Alarm automatically update the alarm database file whenever you
set or change an alarm. If you choose this option then each time Alarm starts it
automatically remembers any alarms that have been stored. (If your hard disc is
locked, you'll see an error box.)

Confirm alarm deletions

When this option is selected, you are prompted for confirmation each time an
existing alarm is deleted.

Display format

This section allows you to choose how you wish the alarm clock to be displayed on
the icon bar. The formats available are:

)/ analogue (with and without a second hand)
o digital (with and without seconds displayed) - called HH:MM and HH:MM:SS

your own format.

Typing in your own formats:

For example, try typing in these formats in the User defined box.
% 12: %m : %se %m %ady/ %&m/ Yzyr

or

Y%e %zdyy%st %8B Week 9wk

For information on how to set up your own formats, see Time and date display formats
on page 400. The format and other features you select for Alarm will be saved in the
Choices directory (see Inside the Boot application on page 112 to read where this is).
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Alarm files

Alarm files contain information about the current alarms. If you double-click on an
Alarms file and Alarm is not running, then Alarm is started and the data file is read
and treated as the main alarm file. If you double-click on an alarms file and Alarm

is currently running, the contents of the alarms file is added to the existing list of
alarms, if there are any.

Quitting Alarm

To close down Alarm, choose Quitfrom the icon bar menu. Alarm will warn you if
you have any alarms that have not been saved.

Alarm

The alarm database has been modified

Discard Cancel | | Save |
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Time and date display formats

Use the choices window to change the date and time format by choosing the User

defined option and specifying a string made up of variables as listed below.

Name Value Example
%se seconds 59

%mi minutes 05

%12 hours in 12 hour format 07

%24 hours in 24 hour format 23

%am or %pm  ‘AM’ or 'PM’ pm

%we weekday, in full Thursday
%w3 weekday, in three characters Thu
%wn weekday, as a number 5

%dy day of the month 01

%st ‘st’, 'nd’, ‘rd’ or ‘th’ suffix st

%mo month name, in full September
%m3 month name, in three characters  Sep
%mn month as a number 09

Y%ce century 19

%oyr year within century 87

Y%wk week of the year, Mon to Sun 52

%dn day of the year 364

%tz local time zone BST

%% insert a %

~IN alternating "." and ":" once per second

~AH analogue clock, hours hand

~AM analogue clock, minutes hand

~AS analogue clock, seconds hand

Numbers are generated as a fixed-width with leading zeros. To remove leading
zeros, prefix the code with 'z’ (e.g. %mn might show 05, %zmn gives a result of 5).

Your own text may be included along with system variables whose current value is

displayed; for example:

%e the %dy¥%st %8 Yyr (Sunday the 22nd Jan 95)

In particular, when Alarm is running it maintains the amount of free memory in the
system variable Al ar nFr ee ; for example:

9R4: %, <Al arnFree> spare (14:55, 127 Mbytes spare)
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29 Help

T he Help application is a program that displays information about applications

whilst they are working, and about the desktop generally. When you first use an
application, you may find it useful to have Help running.

Starting Help

Help is in the Apps icon bar directory. To start the application, double-click on the
IHelp icon. The Help icon appears on the icon bar. It will always appear in the same
place next to the Task Manager even if other applications are loaded beforehand:

A

Seeing what help is available

Just move the pointer over the part of the desktop that you want help about, and
concise help text will appear beside the pointer. Whenever you can't remember
what an icon means or what an option does, use Help.

As you move the mouse to a different part of the desktop or application, the help
information changes. You can get help with windows, icons, menu options and
dialogue boxes.

For example here is the help you get when you are drawing a path in a Draw

+ Press ESC to abandon the path.

window:
N u
L .
lr\.} "
— + Click SELECT to enter a path element.
& + Double-click SELECT to enter the
/ ) / final path element.
— + Press RETURN to complete the path.
A=
—
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Controlling Help

Once you have reminded yourself of the help text, you may wish to stop any more
help being shown should it become distracting. Click Select on the Help icon on
the icon bar to temporarily suspend the interactive help; the icon will become
faded. Click Select again to resume the interactive help.

Felp__| The current status of Help is shown in its icon bar menu, clicking onSuspend
Info  » when itis ticked will resume the help text and unfade the Help icon bar icon.
v Suspend

To close down Help altogether, choose Quit,

You can alter the font used to display help messages, the delay before they appear,
and even hide common messages by configuring the Help application as described
in the section Help setup plug-inin the chapter Changing the computer’s configuration on

page 93.
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30 Chars

hars is an application that enables you to use text characters that are available

on your computer but that cannot be typed in easily using the keyboard. It's
also useful for previewing available outline fonts.

Starting Chars

Chars is in the Apps icon bar directory. To start the application, double-click on the
IChars application icon. The application window appears on the desktop.

B Character map |
Font [Sys!em Font ﬂ

Encoding Category

I"$$4R" ()b, -, 7B123456789:;¢(=>17
CABCDEFGHIJKLMHOPORSTUVHEYZINTI_
“abedefohijklanopqrstuvuwxyz{l|}"
EaeBBygeeddaMie’ (2" ", -—-Ketfifl

iCEHY I8 QA -B e pg., 1O G
hARHARARCEEREYLETONOOGHGXAOGOUYRP

|

“14

The Chars window shows the entire character set of the font. At the top of the
window is the name of the font. Underneath that, the current encoding and current

category of displayed characters is shown for fonts that support it.

Moving the mouse pointer over a character displays information about it in the
area at the bottom of the window, such as the character's name and the key
combination needed to enter it.

You can use Chars to insert a character into any document, window or menu. For
example you can insert characters into an Edit window, in a ‘'menu item’ (such as
the New directory box or fileRename boxes), or in any application that uses text,
such as a word processor.
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Inserting a character

There are two ways of using Chars to insert characters. The method you use
depends whether you want to insert the character into an application window or a
menu dialogue box.

Inserting characters into application windows

To insert a character into a window, such as a word processor, click on the
character. It will appear at the caret position in the window you are currently typing
in (the window with the light-coloured title bar).

Inserting characters into menus

You can also insert a character by positioning the pointer over the character you
wish to use, then pressing Shift. Use this method if you want to use a character
from Chars as part of a filename (by entering it into a Save asdialogue box) or as

part of any other menu box. Clicking on the character in the normal way would
make the Save asbox disappear.

Using fonts

When you first run Chars, the font that appears is the System font. If you want to
use a different font, click on the pop-up menu at the top of the window next to the
Fontname field. This displays a menu list of all the currently available fonts.
Choose the one you want to use, and the characters for that font will appear in the
Chars window.

Font List

System Font

Corpus [

Darwin > Homerton
¥romeron SRR

NewHall ~| Bold.Oblique

sy |/ [

Sidney Medium.Oblique

System >

Trinity [

WIMPSymbol

You will also need to select the corresponding font in the application you are using
to ensure that the character you select in Chars matches the one that appears. For
example, suppose the caret is in the middle of a text line displayed in the font
Trinity Medium. Even if you display the Selwyn font in your Chars window, any
characters you select from Chars will appear in the corresponding Trinity Medium
form, rather than in Selwyn.
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Using an outline desktop font

When you use Chars to insert characters into menus, as suggested on page 404,
make sure that the font selected matches your desktop font. If you don't, you may
find that the character you choose is not the same as the one entered in the menu
box.

Alphabets and encodings

Outline fonts in RISC OS can be displayed in a range of encodings  Encodings
determine the order of characters within the font and the range of characters
available. To see the list of encodings available for a font, click on the pop-up menu
next to the Encodingname field.

Encodings | Selecting the Defaultencoding means that no special encoding information is
Default applied to the font. This is useful for symbol fonts, like Selwyn and Sidney, which
UTF8 """ do not display traditional alphanumeric characters. The UTF-8 encoding is a
------------- special setting that enables thousands of characters to be displayed. All other
g:!:f encodings, such as Latin1, are limited to fewer than 256 characters.
Hebrew In addition to fonts having encodings, the desktop also uses its own encoding,
v Latin1 known as the system alphabet The font encoding and system alphabet should match
Lat?mn in order to guarantee that a character selected in Chars will be reproduced
Latin2 correctly when inserted elsewhere.
Latin3
Latin4 For example, if your system alphabet is UTF-8, then you should use fonts in the
Latin5 UTF-8 encoding. If the system alphabet is Latin1, then you should use the Latin1
Laing encoding for standard fonts, or the Default encoding for symbol fonts. Characters
Latin7 . . .. S
Lating that cannot be inserted are displayed in light grey rather than black, and clicking
Lating on them or pressing Shift has no effect.
| Welsh EE Characier map ]
Font | Trinity.Medium H|
Encoding IUTF-B *f| Category | Latin i |
“abedefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz||l |~ k&

¢EO¥!I§ @ «n-® 23 " pq . 1 9,lA%; AA
AAAAECEEEET [ 1 1DNOOOOOXxOUUOUYPBA 4

AdAaC¢él( ( CeDdbal EeEel GeGaGeGi

HAHRITI11il Kkxk LILILTEINANNGD

10606(EeRFRTRTSSESESsSETtTiTtUGUGL

You can find out more about alphabets and how to set them in the appendix
Character sets gon page 543.
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Using font categories

The UTF-8 encoding is unique in that it allows thousands of characters to be
displayed (provided they are defined within the font). Finding the right character in
very large fonts can be cumbersome, so Chars allows you to limit the display to a
smallercategory of characters. A category can be based on language such as Greek
or Hebrew, or type such as Maths or Currency.

To see the list of available categories, select a font in the UTF-8 encoding, then
click on the pop-up menu icon next to the Category name field.
__Categories |
v Latin
Greek
Cyrillic
Hebrew
Arabic
Japanese

Symbols
Maths
Punctuation
Currency

Choose Allto show all the defined characters in a font.

Keyboard entry

Alt key-numeric keypad combinations

The characters entered using Chars can also be entered using Alt+numeric keypad
combinations. To enter a character using the numeric keypad, hold down the Alt
key, type the number on the numeric keypad, then release Alt. The numbers map to
letters in whatever system alphabet is active.

Chars displays the keypad combination for the character under the mouse pointer
in the information bar.

¢f0¥  §'Ql«n-®" "2 7

AAAAECEEEEI [ 1 TDPNOOO

ddidegeéeéiiiidnoso

U+00A9 COPYRIGHT SIGN (Alt+169)

For example, in the Latin1 alphabet, Alt-169 will enter the © character.
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Inserting spaces

Be careful when using Chars to insert spaces. Undefined characters in a font are
represented by white spaces in the Chars window, so inserting what looks like a
space may cause unpredictable results in other applications.

To be sure of only inserting the correct space character, make sure that the
information bar shows Character &20 (in alphabets such as Latin1) or U+0020
SPACE (in the UTF-8 alphabet).

The no-break space
Sometimes called ahardspace | this character is used

to suppress word wrapping at the end of a line in a word processor or similar

to insert a space where otherwise Character &20 would not be permissible.

Make sure that the information bar shows Character &AO (in alphabets such as
Latin1) or U+00A0 NO-BREAK SPACE (in the UTF-8 alphabet). The keyboard layout
on page 14 shows that pressing Alt-Space also produces a no-break space.

Spaces in file names

Spaces are not permitted in file and disc names because a space is also used as a
separator in * commands. It can be useful to include spaces though, to make the
name more readable: compare 'holidaychecklist’ with ‘holiday check list'.

In the desktop, where such a name is expected in a writable icon, the Window
Manager will automatically translate soft spaces into hard spaces. This helps users
that don't know about Alt-Space to easily achieve the result they want.

Icon bar menu

Chars | Info

Info » o . . _—
Help... This gives you information about the application.
Choices...

Quit Help...

Opens a short description of how to use Chars based on this Guide.

Choices...

Opens a dialogue allowing settings for Chars to be changed.

Quit

Quit ends the Chars application, removing the Chars icon from the icon bar.
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Choices

From here you can set whether to open the Chars window automatically when the
application is run, and whether to use the System font or your current desktop
outline font as the default.

]| Chars choices
__| Open window on start-up
Default font
@ System font
) Desktop font
Cancel | Save |

When finished, click Save to use them for any future sessions. Click Cancelto
close the dialogue without making any changes.
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31

CloseUp el

Close-up]|

loseUp acts like a magnifying glass. It displays a magnifying window on the

screen which allows you examine portions of the desktop in greater detail.

Starting CloseUp

CloseUp is in the Apps directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the !CloseUp application icon. The application icon
appears on the icon bar.

Click on the CloseUp icon on the icon bar icon to start the magnifier. You will see
the magnifier on the screen. The CloseUp window simply shows a magnified
portion of the desktop that is currently under the pointer. Move the pointer to see
another area of the screen.

=1 | CloseUp |

5] S

CloseUp options

Info

Zoom

Key-cursor
v Follow caret

Quit

doseUE |

P
P

Click Menu on the CloseUp icon bar icon to display the following options:

Info

This gives some information about the software.

Zoom

This allows you to choose the enlargement ratio that will be displayed in the
magnifier window. For example, a setting of 4:1 will make the picture in the
magnifier window four times the size of the original.
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Key-cursor

This option lets you move the pointer around the screen using the cursor keys as
well as the mouse. Anything under the pointer is shown magnified in the CloseUp
window. This only operates if none of the windows on the desktop currently uses
the cursor; for example, you can't have an active Edit window.

Follow caret

If this option is ticked, and there is an application that uses a caret on the screen,
for example Edit, the area around the caret is magnified. The magnified area
follows the caret position as you type so that the letters you type in are shown
magnified.

If the option is not ticked, the magnifying window will show the area that is around
the pointer position.

Quit

This will remove the program from the icon bar and the CloseUp box from the
desktop if it is being displayed.
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32 Maestro e

mp

M aestro enables you to transcribe music in standard musical notation and play

it through the computer’s own sound system or to externally connected
instruments; it also provides some simple editing facilities. This chapter assumes
that you are familiar with the basic ideas of musical notation.

Starting Maestro

Maestro is in the Apps directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application:

1 Double-click on the IMaestro icon. The application icon appears on the icon

bar.

2 Click on this icon to display the Maestro window:

EX <untitied> 6
e JJDDID - i F
DEb b HésiodaH

Note that only one copy of Maestro can be run at a time - attempting to load more
copies will result in an error message being displayed.

Playing a tune

The best way to get started with Maestro is to load one of the tunes stored on the
hard disc (or network). To do this, double-click on one of the Music File icons in the

Docunents. Musi c. Maestro  directory, or drag it onto the Maestro icon on the
icon bar.
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If you load the file Fanf ar e , the window that appears looks like this:

B ADFS::HardDisc4.$.Documents.Music.Maestro.Fanfare
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To play the tune, press Menu to open the main Maestro menu. Choose Playto start
the music. The score will scroll in time with the music playing and so, during
playback, you will not be able to manually adjust the horizontal scroll bar.

To stop playback, click on Playagain in the main Maestro menu. You can now use
the horizontal scroll bar as usual to return to the beginning of the score.

Editing the score

The Maestro window is divided into three horizontal panels, with the staves
positioned in the centre. Scrolling affects only the central panel. Above and below
the stave are toolbars containing icons for notes, rests, clefs and other symbols.

Before setting up your own score, try out the following editing procedures on one
of the tunes supplied on the disc.

Adding and deleting notes and rests

To add a note or rest, select the value you want by clicking on its icon in the
window above the score. The selected item will appear highlighted with a frame
around it, and when you move the pointer on to the score window, a 'ghost' copy
appears, which moves around as you move the pointer. When the item is in the
position you want, click Select. To get rid of the ghost copy without adding a note

or rest to the score and without selecting an alternative object, press Menu, move
the pointer off the menu and then press Select.
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You can place notes anywhere. Above and below each stave they will create their
own ledger-lines. In the case of notes with stems, the stem trails behind the
moving ghost note: if the pointer is moved downwards, the stem will be above the
note; if upwards, the stem will be below the note.

Rests operate in a similar manner to notes, except that the range of positions is
more restricted.

To delete an object, select the icon for the same type of object, and position the
ghost copy exactly over the item you wish to remove (it doesn't matter whether the
stem goes the same way or not). When it is in the right place, the floating copy will
appear to blot out the original item. Click Select and the item will be deleted.

Adding dots, accidentals, bars and ties

Select a lengthening dot in exactly the same way as a note or rest. Move the pointer
over the note you wish to lengthen and click Select. To delete a dotted note, you do
not have to delete the dot separately: delete the note and the dot will disappear
too.

Select and place accidentals and ties in the same way: like notes and rests, they
will appear only in valid positions over or under the note. The tie character is of a

fixed length, but when placed between notes of the same pitch, a single note will
sound, with a duration equal to the two notes added together.

Beams are added automatically to flagged notes (quavers or shorter) when
appropriate.

| ﬂ Barlines are inserted across all the staves in the score. Maestro allows you to insert
both single and double barlines. To select the barline type, click Select on the
pop-up menu next to the Barline icon in the toolbar.

Adding clefs and key and time signatures

2 ﬂ You can select and place clefs like other item, though they will appear only at the
Q beginning of a bar. Clicking Select on the pop-up menu next to the Clef icon allows
you to choose the clef type.

r ﬂ Clicking Select on the pop-up menu next to the Key Signature icon opens a menu
with a list of key signatures. Both major and minor keys are available. Once a key
signature has been selected from this menu, you can add it to the score in the
same way as other objects.

Clicking Select next to the Time Signature icon opens a small box enabling you to

2 s choose a time signature. Use the up and down icons to cycle through the available
options, then click Setto choose the time signature. Once added to the score, the
new time signature will appear on all staves.
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The Maestro menu

Maestro | As in any application, clicking Menu on the Maestro window will display the

Fie ™ top-level menu.
Edit >
Score » Aside from thePlaymenu item already described on page 411, this menu gives

““““““ access to the File, Editand Score submenus.

The File menu

File | Infogives you some information about the file you are working on.
Info >
Save F3p
Print... PRINT &

TheSave procedure is exactly the same as for other applications such as Edit or
Draw. Save a score by dragging the Maestro icon into the directory window where
you want to save it, or by typing in the full pathname and clicking on OK

Print... allows you to print your score.

The Edit menu

Edt | Gotoenablesyou to jump to a numbered bar.
Goto F5»
Clear all

Clear all removes the current score from the stave but leaves the Maestro window

on the screen.

The Score menu

Score | Staves...

Staves... *S
Instruments.. 7| | Choose Staves...to open a dialogue box where you can control the number of

Volume »  staves used in the score.

Tem P>
po | Staves |

Stave structure

) 1(Single voice)

@ 2 (Keyboard)

) 3(Single voice + keyboard)
) 4 (Four-part ensemble)

__| Percussion
Cancel || set |

Music Files contain 1 to 4 standard staves, plus an optional percussion stave. The
available voices will be distributed across each stave once the selection is made.

Clicking on Cancel removes the dialogue box with no changes made; clicking Set

will set the number of staves.
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Instruments...

ChooseInstruments... to open a dialogue box which assigns the voices used
during score playback.

]| Instruments |
Output
Stave Volume  Stereo
e i J|—_|:
o [“Swbsa 1 [W 5[
iststave | StingLib-Soft  °F [ fif
tststave | StingLib-Soft
2ndstave | StringLio-Hard
mdsave | Sringliad

2nd stave StringLib-Soft
2nd stave StringLib-Soft

I

Internal 8-bit sound system

|t |t | | | |
_|- %%%

o [ o s s s

§ STeTsT=TalTs

:

The pop-up menu at the top of the window allows you to select the audio Output
device. By default, this is the computer's internal sound system, but if you have a
Musical Instrument Digital Interface (MIDI) device attached then you can opt to play the
score through an external instrument instead.

A Maestro score has eight separate voice channels distributed roughly equally

across the active staves. By clicking on the pop-up menu icon next to each of the
fields in the Voice column, you can choose a voice from the list of those installed

on your system to attach to each channel. If you have chosen to use a MIDI device
for audio output, then you can instead select a MIDI channel here.

TheVolume column allows you to set the volume for each voice channel, and the
Stereocolumn enables the channel's stereo position to be controlled.

Click on Setto make the changes, orCancelto close the window.

Volume

This item enables you to set the overall volume of the score, on a scale from
pianississimo (ppp) to fortississimo (ff).

Tempo

This item allows you to set the tempo for the score, on a scale from largissimoto

prestissimo
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Setting up your own score

The preceding description of the Maestro menu options gives you the information
you need to set up your own score. However, for the sake of clarity, the following
section sets out the steps to take in their most convenient order (though they can
all be changed at any time). The menu options are shown in bold type.

1 Choose the Stavesyou want.
Choose yourlnstruments..., and their volume and position.
Select your Key signature, and place it on the score.

Select your Time Signature , and place it on the score.

a A W N

Choose the Volume and Tempoyou want.
You are now ready to start placing notes on the staves.

It is worth highlighting that the time signature isn't enforced by Maestro, so it is
possible to place more notes (or dots) to a bar than the signature states.

Some tips
If you copy a piece of music from a written score it will occasionally need some
minor modifications to play correctly.
Staccato

To achieve the effect of staccato, shorten the note value and make up the difference
with a rest.

Grace notes and trills

These are not implemented as such, but the effect can be achieved by entering
notes of the appropriate small duration, and deducting their value either from the
note they would normally be attached to (for an appoggiatura) or from the
preceding note (for an acciaccatura). Somewhat effective trills can be produced
using an elaborated form of the same method.

Rests in earlier versions of Maestro

Versions of Maestro prior to 2.13 did not allow placing rests on any line other than
the centre, making it hard to score multi-part staves. Files created with Maestro
after version 2.13 will be loaded without error by older versions, but if the file is
re-saved in the older application then the position data for the rests will be lost.
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33

SciCalc i

S ciCalc is a scientific calculator providing a range of scientific functions in
addition to simple arithmetic ones.

Starting SciCalc

SciCalc is in the Apps directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the ISciCalc application icon.

SciCalc's icon will appear on the icon bar and, dependent on the saved
configuration, will open in either scientific or simplified view:

@ Calculator [ E[%] Calculator [&]
| o | J

7 T ) e o 7 3 I Y
[0 ]os][uw ] ] ner] 7]s s [=]ET
ooa-nonacioono
o o v s T e
[V [ [ 2 'x’ el %] o -] [mR] o | -] [we]

You can toggle between these two types of view by clicking on the Toggle size icon,
or by pressing Ctrl-S when the window has the input focus, or via the Viewitem in

o
B

the main menu. Many of the advanced functions described in this chapter are only
available in the scientific view.

Entering numbers

There are two ways of entering numbers into the calculator. You can move the
pointer over the required key and then click, or you can use the keyboard directly.
Clicking in the numeric display gives SciCalc the input focus, indicating that
numbers and selected operators may be entered from the keyboard.

If you use the numeric keypad, make sure that the Num Lock key is on. The keys in
the numeric keypad are also equivalent to those on the calculator keypad.
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Arithmetic functions

These operate exactly like an ordinary calculator: when you enter a number it
appears in the calculator’s display. When you first load SciCalc it is set for normal
decimalarithmetic (base 10). This is shown in the scientific view by the DEC

button being pressed inwards.

Rules of precedence

SciCalc treats the calculation you enter as a formula and does not perform the
calculation until you click on the Equals button. SciCalc performs the calculation
according to the precedence of operators (from highest to lowest): Multiply, Divide,

Add and Subtract.
Multiplication takes place before addition so:
2 +6 x5 =32 (not 40)
You can change the order of calculation by using brackets:

(2 +6) x5 =40

Simple multiplication
To multiply 2 by 5 and view the result, enter the following in this order:
2 x 5 =
The result will appear in the display.
To calculate the area of a circle of radius 7 units, enter the following:
nx7 x7 =

The result appears in the display. Immediately below the result display is a
summary of the most recent calculation:

5] 2| Calculator [=

| 153.93804|
pi x 7 x 7 = 153.93804

ITITFIFWEITI HWHD.
[0 ]os] o] e*]lncr =7
(or][eor][Nor][ao [ = [Rwo] [ 4 [ 5 |6 ][+ [mc]
fre v cos] an]aswacs|anw [ 1 [ 2 | 3 jl:
S Pl I ] [
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Changing the sign

The = key switches the sign of the number in the display.

Calculating percentages
To increase x by y percent, enter:
X +y %=
To decrease x by y percent, type - instead of +.

To calculate x% of y, enter:

X %xy =

Clearing the last entry

PressCE to clear the current display. For example, pressing the following:
2 +6 x 3 CES5 =

calculates
2 +6 x5 =

and thus gives the result 32.

Clearing all calculations and errors

PressCto clear all input so far, or to dismiss an error message.

Memory functions

SciCalc has a single memory. To store the displayed value into the memory, press
M n. To recall the contents of the memory, pressMR. To clear the memory, press
MC.

Advanced functions

Calculating roots

To calculate the square rootof x, press /x.

To obtain the yth root of x, pressy /x, followed byy. For example, to calculate the
fourth root of 52, click on the following keys:

52 yJx 4 =

which will display the result 2.685349614.
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Calculating squares and powers

To calculate the square of x, click onx2, so the circle area calculation introduced
on page 418 can also be done thus:

n x 7 X2 =

To raise x to a power other than 2, click onxy followed by the power you want to
take. For example, to raise 52 to the power 4, click on the following keys:
52 xy 4 =

which will display the result 7311616.

To raise 10 to the nth power, enter n then press 10x_ To raise e to the nth power,

enter n then pressex,

Calculating reciprocals and factorials

For thereciprocal of x, enter x then click the 1/ x key.

For xfactorial, enter x then click the x! key.

Calculating logarithms

To obtain thelogarithm (base 10) of x, enter x then press LOG,

For the natural logarithm (base e), enter x then press LN,

Using brackets

To obtain a bracket, press () . The same key produces a left or right bracket,
whichever is appropriate in the context. For example, to calculate (2 + 3) x 5, press

() 2+3() x5 =

Only one level of brackets is available.

Calculating exponents
To express x in exponent form, press Exp followed by y, the exponent. For example:
50 Exp 4 =

displays the result 500000.

Combinations and permutations

To find the number of combinations of r items from a set of n items, enter:
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nnC r =

To calculate permutations, where the order of n should be considered, enter:

n nPr r =

Trigonometric functions

Among the more advanced functions available in SciCalc are the standard
trigonometric functions:

SI'N sine
CGcs cosine

TAN  tangent
ASN  arcsine (sine-1)

ACS arccosine (cosine-1)
ATN arctangent (tangent 1)

To obtain hyperbolic trigonometric functions, pressHyp before pressing the
function button.

Changing the number base and angle unit

When first started, SciCalc works in the number base set by its choices, by default
this is decimal. Clicking DEC, BI N, OCT orHEX changes the base to Decimal (base
10), Binary (base 2), Octal (base 8) or Hexadecimal (base 16) respectively, and the
layout of the keys changes appropriately for the selected base. For example, in
base 16 a number entered into SciCalc looks like this:

[ B4 | Calculator (=]

| FCO1E4DO]
&FCO1E4DO

[oEc| Bin joc][ex ov[x [+ ]
alls]c]o]le]f][7]e]o ] -]E]
o o oo o ¢ ] 5 | ¢ + ]
|'<o <<<l| << [ >> ’;";1 2 3"_'_
e

Changing base provides a handy way of converting a number between bases. Once
you have a number in the display, clicking on a different base key converts the
value to that base. Note that when changing from a decimal to non-decimal base
the value will be rounded to the nearest integer, as are values recalled from the
memory into a non-decimal base.
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When in decimal mode, for the trigonometric functions you can calculate in units
of degrees, radians or gradians by clicking RAD, DEG orGRD, but angles are not
converted on a change of unit. A right angle is 90°, 100 grad and n/2 radians.

Logic functions in the non-decimal bases
In the non-decimal bases the scientific functions are replaced by:

MDD  integer modulus (remainder)
DIV integer division
NAND  |ogical NOT AND

OR logical inclusive OR
EOR  logical exclusive OR
NOT  logical inverse
AND  |ogical conjoin

NOR  logical NOT OR
EQV  logical equivalence (NOT EOR)

Bitwise functions in non-decimal bases

In the non-decimal bases, numbers may be bitwise rotated and shifted using:

<0 bitwise rotation to the left
>0 bitwise rotation to the right
<<<  |ogical shift left

>>>  |ogical shift right
<< arithmetic shift left
>> arithmetic shift right

In each case enter the number, press the function followed by the number of bits.
You may wish to switch base to enter the number of bits more conveniently.
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Keyboard shortcuts

Calculator functions and their keyboard equivalents

Calculator Keyboard Function

0...9 0...9 numbers

+,-%F +, - %/ standard operators

= Return, Enter same as =

+ # change sign on number or exponent

Exp E allows entry of exponent

decimal point

() () brackets (one level only)

% % percentage

x! ! factorial

xY A x raised to the powery

C Escape, Delete clear calculation

CE Backspace clear last entry

A..F A...F hexadecimal base digits
Ctrl-S toggle between simple and scientific views
Ctrl-C copy displayed number to the clipboard
Ctrl-Shift-C copy calculation summary to the clipboard

Icon bar menu

scicaic_| Info

Info > o ] ) o
Help.. This gives you information about the application.
Choices...

Quit Help...

Opens a short description of how to use SciCalc, based on this Guide.

Choices...

Opens a dialogue to alter SciCalc's settings, described in Choices gn page 424.

Quit

Quit ends the SciCalc application, removing the SciCalc icon from the icon bar.
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Choices

CHOICES

To open the Choices dialogue box, where you can vary the initial view and other
settings, selectChoices...from the icon bar menu.

When finished, click Saveto use these settings now and also for any future
sessions. Click Cancelto close the dialogue without making any changes.

=] Calculator choices |
Start-up settings
) Standard
@ Scientific
Baso [Deomal  *f]
Trigonometry IDeng ﬂ

Appearance

) Use current desktop settings
(@ Use application defaults

Window
|V Open calculator on start-up

Cancel || save |

Start-up settings controls which view type, base and trigonometric settings are
applied when the application is run.

Appearance controls which graphical style SciCalc uses - one that matches the
current desktop theme, or the application’s own default set.

Window sets whether or not to open the SciCalc window automatically when first
run. When this option is on, you can set where on the desktop to open by first
positioning the window then choosing View/Remember position from the main

menu.
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Technical notes

Numeric range

Mode Numeric range
Decimal Real values  -9.9E99 to 9.9E99 entry
-9.9E307 to 9.9E307 displayable
Binary 32bit signed  170000000000000000000000000000000 to
1111111111 1111111111111111111 11
Octal 32bit signed 20000000000 to 17777777777

Hexadecimal 32bitsigned 80000000 to 7FFFFFFF

Accuracy

SciCalc's accuracy is limited to that of BASIC VI - 64-bit floating point.

Mode Accuracy Number of digits displayed
Binary Absolute 32

Octal Absolute 10 - 11

Hexadecimal Absolute 8

Decimal 64 bit FP 10 or 10 + 2 digit exponent

Note: Real number underflow is not trapped.

Trigonometric results

Strictly, zero and infinite results are displayed as very small and very large values.

Operator precedence

Operators are evaluated in the following order of precedence (highest shown first):

1 unary operators

2 y/x

3 xY

4 nCr, nPr

5 */,DIV,MOD

6 +, -

7 <0, 0>, <<, >>, <<, >>>
8 AND, NAND

9 OR, EOR, NOR, EQV
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34 Squash b A

quash is a simple application that compresses files and directories.

Compression means that they take up less space, enabling more files to be
fitted onto a disc or to be sent more quickly over a network.

Starting Squash

Squash is in the Apps directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the ISquash application icon. The Squash icon
appears on the icon bar.

Compressing a file
1 Drag the file that you wish to compress onto the Squash icon on the icon bar.
This displays the Squash Save asbox.

Save as
¥
[ saie ][k

2 Dragthe icon from the Save asbox to the directory display in which you want
to save the compressed file. If you want to save it with a different filename, first
change the name in the Save box.

If you want to replace the original file with the compressed version of the file, just
click on OKinstead. The compressed file uses the squashed file icon.

Decompressing a file
1 Dragthe squashed file that you wish to decompress onto the Squash icon on
the icon bar. This displays the Squash Save asbox.

2 Drag theicon from the Save asbox to the directory display in which you want
to save the decompressed file. If you want to save it with a different filename,
first change the name in the Save box.

If you want to replace the compressed file with the original file, just double-click on
the squashed file and it is replaced by the uncompressed file.
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Compressing a directory or application

1 Dragthe directory or application onto the Squash icon on the icon bar. This
displays the Save asbox with two options, Squash and Unsquash .

Save as |
@ Squash
_J) Unsquash

.
[erenges] o]

2 Click onSquashto compress the entire contents of the directory or
application.

3 Dragtheicon from the Save asbox to the directory display in which you want
to save the compressed directory or application.
If you want to replace the original directory or application with the compressed
version, just click on the OKbutton instead.

The directory or application’s icon are not replaced by the squash icon when their
contents are squashed.

Note: You can't use compressed applications; you must decompress them first.

Decompressing a directory or application

1 Drag the squashed directory or application onto the Squash icon on the icon
bar. This displays the Squash Save asbox with two options, Squashand
Unsquash .

2 Clicking onUnsquash will decompress the entire contents of the directory or
application.

3 Dragthe icon from the Save asbox to the directory display in which you want
to save the decompressed directory or application.

To replace the compressed directory or application with the decompressed version,
just click on the OK button.

Icon bar menu

__Sauash | |nfo
Info >

v Save box This gives you information about the application.
Squash apps
Quit
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Save box

When the Save box is ticked (normally) each compression (or decompression)

prompts you with aSave asbox. If you are converting a large number of files, you
can use this option to turn off the Save box. Turning off the Save box allows all files
and directories to overwrite the original versions during the conversion process.

Squash apps

If you choose this option, then when you drag a directory onto the Squash icon
that contains any applications within it (or any subdirectories), these are also
squashed.

This option is not selected by default; Squash does not compress applications it
finds inside directories, they are copied instead.

Applications that are dragged to the Squash icon alone will always be squashed.
Quit

Quit ends the Squash application, removing the Squash icon from the icon bar.

Checking your archive

As with any archival mechanism, you should check that you can correctly compress
and decompress back to the original size any information which is valuable or
difficult to replace. Make a copy of the file before you compress it.

Exceptions

Occasionally Squash decides not to compress a file. This is usually because either
the file is already compressed in some way that would make squashing it
uneconomic or because the file is so small that squashing it would make no
difference to the amount of disc space used.
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Part 6 -
RISC OS diversions
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35 Blocks 5,

locks is game of spatial awareness where you must try to line up various

shaped blocks to complete lines which score points. If you're not quick
enough then the blocks will accumulate until they pile up to the top at which point

the game is over.

Starting Blocks

Blocks is in the Diversions directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application:

1 Double-click on the IBlocks icon. The application icon appears on the icon bar.

2 Click on this icon to display the Blocks window and start playing:

E[%] _ Blocks [H

Score 44 /A
High score 14

ll=

Illll=.“
T
1] -
= = [E

One point is awarded for each block placed. Any completed rows are removed, and
the incomplete rows above shunt downwards accordingly. The game is over when
the pile of disorganised blocks forming incomplete rows has filled the play area
right to the top.

The colours of the blocks correspond to their arrangement, so with practice you
will become familiar with the colours and how that shape might be useful to you.
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Keys

While the Blocks window is selected the following keys are active, clicking away to
another window in the desktop pauses the game temporarily.

Key Action
1 Nudge block left
2 Rotate block a quarter turn
3 Nudge block right
Space Drop block
Pressing the Space bar causes the currently falling block to immediately drop into
place.
Blocks menus
New game

Blocks
New game To start a new game, press Menu when you are over the Blocks window and choose

New keys | New game,
Auto
Quit New keys

If the keys listed above are inconvenient they can be altered by moving the pointer
to the right and picking four new keys. They can be any letter or number key or the
Space bar or Return.

Alter keys |
2 @m
7]

Cancel OK

Click OK to use the keys shown, or Cancel to restore the former key choices.

Auto

The computer can be left to play Blocks on its own. Choose the Auto option to
enable this, and see what high score it can achieve.

Quit

Quit ends the Blocks application, removing the Blocks icon from the icon bar.
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36 Flasher X

F lasher makes it easy to locate the caret when you are working on lots of

documents at the same time in the desktop.

Starting Flasher

Flasher is in the Diversions directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the IFlasher application icon. The Flasher icon
appears on the icon bar.

The caret is the place at which new characters typed on the keyboard will be
inserted into the text, and is usually shown as a slim vertical red bar.

To locate the caret with Flasher running, click Select on its icon bar icon.

Icon bar menu

Fiasher | Info
Info & L ) ) o
/ Flash This gives you information about the application.
v Scroll
Find Flash
Quit When Flash is ticked the caret will flash between visible and invisible. Studies have

shown this catches the eye, making the small caret even easier to see.

Scroll

When finding the caret Flasher will ask the application to scroll the text window to
centre the caret in the text window. Not all applications respond to such a request.

Find

Choosing this option is equivalent to clicking Select on the Flasher icon bar icon. If
the caret is not anywhere on screen, this menu item will be greyed out and
attempts to find it will make a beep sound instead.

Quit

Quit ends the Flasher application, removing the Flasher icon from the icon bar.
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37 Hopper &

opper is a classic two dimensional arcade game, sometimes known by its

alternative name Frogger. The objective is to direct frogs to the safety of their
lair by crossing a busy road and navigating a river full of hazards.

Starting Hopper

Hopper is in the Diversions directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the IHopper application icon.

The game runs in numbered screen mode 13 and will report an error if this is not
available, the chapter Old-type screen modes on page 533 describes the properties of
mode 13.

To rescue a frog move him from the starting point at the bottom of the screen,
across the busy road, avoiding the rapids, to the safety of his lair. When all five lairs
are occupied with frogs, the level is complete and the screen will clear ready for the
next level.

-4+—— River bank

Lives remaining —»

The current level number is shown by the number of dots in the level tote in the
corner of the screen.
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There are several ways that the frog might meet an untimely death:
The timer counts down to zero before the frog has made it to the lair.
Being run over on the road.
Being bitten by the poisonous snake (level 2 onwards).
Falling into the rapids.

Being swallowed by the crocodile waiting in a lair (level 2 onwards).

Points are accumulated for moving northwards on the level, with a bonus for each
frog which makes it to the lair. Additionally, sometimes a fly will be resting on a log
in the rapids, which also gains a tasty bonus. The current score can be seen in the
top left of the screen as it goes up, along with the current high scorer’s target to
beat in the top right of the screen.

Each successive level is increasingly difficult, with
more traffic, faster speed limit, and fewer crossing slots
more hazards, such as the snake and crocodile
fewer passing logs in the rapids on which to transit

turtles which dive under water in the rapids.

Keys

Clicking on the Hopper icon will display a repeating series of introductory screens
showing the credits, high score table, and a reminder of the in game keys. Press the
Space bar to start the game.

During the game the following keys are active.

Key Action

z Hop left

X Hop right

' Hop forwards

/ Hop backwards

Escape Quit the game and return to the desktop
F9/F10 Pause/resume the game

F1/F2 Enable/disable the sound effects

F5/F6 Enable/disable the background music

If your computer has a joystick attached, it is also possible to make the frog hop
using a joystick instead of the keyboard.
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Icon bar menu

Hopper | Info
Info > L. . . -
Choices.. | 1his gives you information about the application.
Quit
Choices...
Choosing this option will open a dialogue allowing settings for Hopper to be
changed.
Quit
Quit ends the Hopper application, removing the Hopper icon from the icon bar.
Choices

The choices dialogue has four sections that can be configured. Select the radio
icon for the name of the section whose options you wish to alter.

When finished, click Setto use these settings for the current session, or click Save
to use them now and also in any future sessions. Click Cancelto close the
dialogue without making any changes.

Control keys

If you would prefer to use keys other than those listed on page 438 to move the
frog, for example because they are uncomfortably positioned, use this section to
change them.

[ Choices |

@ Controlkeys ) Miscellaneous
) Sound & music ._) Advanced

Up
Down

|
|
Lot |
Right |

Change

Cancel | Save |  set |

ClickChangethen press each movement key on the keyboard when prompted.
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Miscellaneous

This section has two options available. Saving the high score table on exit will
mean you can build up a list of most skilled players over several days even if the
computer is turned off in between games. Use the Resetbutton to wipe the high

scores at the end of a tournament.

[ Choices |

) Controlkeys (@ Miscellaneous
) Sound & music ._) Advanced

High score table

Save on exit |7
Reset |

Control

Allow auto-repeat |

Cancel | Save | Set |

The auto-repeat option will make the control keys repeat when held down so that
multiple hops are produced from just one key press.

Sound and music
This section adjusts the relative volumes of the sound effects and background
music within the game.
B Choices |

) Controlkeys ) Miscellaneous
@ Sound & music ) Advanced

Sound effects v
Volume |

In game music |7
High score-screen music v

Volume | ne—

Cancel | Save |  Set |

It is also possible to temporarily enable and disable the sound effects and
background music within the game using the keys listed on page 438.
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Advanced
Ordinarily the settings in the advanced section can be left at their default values.
Gl Choices |

) Control keys ) Miscellaneous
) Sound & music (@ Advanced

Sound Quality

) Very high (@ High
) Medium J Low
Graphics Update

(@ Normal ) Slower

Cancel | Save |  set |

Reducing the sound quality reduces the number of calculations the computer must
do, which saves power. However, only on a slow computer will this make any
noticeable difference.

The graphics update option also reduces the number of calculations the computer
must do, but may also reduce flickering which can be tiring when using the
computer for extended periods of time.
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38 Madness

M adness will very quickly drive you to the brink of insanity. It silently shuffles
the windows around the screen while you try in vain to use the computer.

Starting Madness
Madness is in the Diversions directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the IMadness application icon.

You will immediately notice that any open windows on the screen will start to
randomly move around, even the ones you are trying to use. It's very maddening!

Quitting Madness

Look carefully in the bottom left hand corner of the screen, you will notice a small
window entitled Madness. Madness never moves its own window, so it will always

be positioned there.
E[x[Madness

If it is obscured by the icon bar toggle the icon bar position with Shift-F12, then
click on the Close icon, as described in the section Manipulating windows on page 45.
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39 MemNow (kR

M emNow provides a live display of how much free memory is available in your

computer. This is useful to see when there are many applications running
and a lot of memory is in use.

Starting MemNow

MemNow is in the Diversions directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the IMemNow application icon. MemNow will appear
on the icon bar and display the amount of free memory, expressed in kilobytes, and
keep the value up to date as you use the computer.

56228 @ /ﬁ:fh/

When memory is low the background of the MemNow icon bar display will flash to
catch your attention. See the section Managing memory on page 79 for ideas of how
to free unused memory.

Compact display
When there are many applications running you may have a lot of icons already on

the icon bar, and would like to see the free memory without the space that
MemNow takes up.

A compact way to achieve this if you also have Alarm running is to let Alarm show
the free memory beside the time. You can achieve this by adding Al ar nFree to

the user defined display format, as described in the section Time and date display
formats on page 400.
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40 Meteors P

eteors is a game set in space where the aim is to knock out all the meteors

without colliding with them. Little meteors, being harder to hit, score more
than big ones.

Starting Meteors

Meteors is in the Diversions directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the IMeteors application icon.

The game will start immediately with 3 rocket ships; the one currently in play, plus
two spares.

4
|
_

- N M e R T P TR ]
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As meteors of varying size tumble through space it is your job to avoid them, or to
score points by destroying them.

Firing at a meteor will cause it to break up into several smaller pieces, a collision
with a meteor of any size is fatal and costs one spare rocket ship. When all the
spares have been used the game is over.

Points are accumulated in the status bar at the top of the window, which also
shows the number of spare rocket ships and the current sheet number.
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Keys

While the Meteors window is selected the following keys are active, clicking away
to another window in the desktop pauses the game temporarily.

Key Action

Z Rotate rocket left

X Rotate rocket right

Shift Accelerate forward

Return Fire

Escape Toggle full screen/windowed view

P Toggle pause/resume

N New sheet with even more, faster, meteors

If a collision looks inevitable you can hyperspace to another location by pressing
the Space bar. Note, however, that there is a random chance that this manoeuvre
will destroy your rocket.
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41 MineHunt Q

ineHunt is a game of luck and lateral thinking. The objective is to safely
uncover all mines hidden behind a grid of squares. At the start of the game
you will have no idea where the mines are, so you will have to use deduction to

locate them all.

Starting MineHunt

MineHunt is in the Diversions directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the IMineHunt icon.

To start the game, click on the MineHunt icon on the icon bar. The main window

will open.

== Mine Hunt

BEE |C EEE

The counter in the top left of the window shows the number of hidden mines. The
counter in the top right shows your playing time in seconds. Clicking on these
counters changes the colour of the text.

Playing MineHunt
To start a new game, select New gamefrom the main menu, or click on the central
player icon in the top centre of the board. To uncover a square, click Select over it.

The timer will begin to count from your first click.
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If the square you uncovered contained a mine, then the game is over, and
MineHunt will reveal the locations of all the mines. The mine with a red
background is the one you just uncovered, the mines with green backgrounds are
the ones you correctly marked, and all the others are ones you hadn't found yet.

If the square you uncovered did not contain a mine, then MineHunt will turn it into
number indicating how many of the adjacent squares contain mines. If any of these
adjacent squares are blank, then MineHunt will uncover all of those squares too.

Keep going until you have uncovered all the squares and hit none of the mines.
Once this happens, you have won!

Marking squares

To mark a square that you know contains a mine, click Adjust over it. The square
will then be marked with a red flag, and the mine counter in the top left of the
window will reduce by one.

Flagged squares cannot be uncovered by clicking Select, and so are safe.

If you click Adjust again on the same square, the flag will turn into a question mark.
This can be used to indicate that a mine might be present, but that you're not sure.
These squares are not safe - clicking Select will uncover them.

[ B3| Mine Hunt

BEE |C EEE
o

1
1[2

e I

Clicking Adjust a third time will clear the question mark and return the square to
normal.

High scores

If you have achieved one of the five lowest times for the level you are on, then you
will be asked to type your name for the high score table. You can look at the high
score table any time by choosing High scores/Show from the main menu. You can

also clear the tables by choosing High scores/Reset .

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 450



RISC OS / USER GUIDE MINEHUNT

Clearing squares faster

If a square has the correct number of neighbouring squares marked as mines, you
can quickly clear around it by either clicking Select whilst holding down the Shift
key, or clicking Adjust.

This has the same effect as if you had clicked on all the other uncovered
neighbours individually. If any of the neighbours are incorrectly marked, then
clearing around will cause you to uncover a mine and the game will be over.

Choosing a level

There are five predefined levels.

Name Size of board  Number of Squares which
mines are mined

Beginner 8x8 10 15.6%

Better 16x8 20 15.6%

Intermediate  16x16 40 15.6%

Good 24x16 60 15.6%

Expert 30x16 99 20.6%

In addition, you can set up a custom level using the Level/Customdialogue box.

Custom level |

width [ 8 /.

Auto mines | OK|

The maximum size of the game area is 64x64, but MineHunt will not let you go any
bigger than the current screen mode will allow. If you click on the Auto mines
button, MineHunt will choose a suitable number of mines for you.

ClickOKto create the new level with your custom sizes.
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Choices
Mine Hunt The main menu allows to control a number of the game features.
New game
Level > Question marks

Question marks | Turns question mark availability on or off.
Safe corners

Sound ™ Safe corners
_ Highscores M

This option ensures that when you start a new game, the corner squares are always
free from mines.

Sound

You can click on this to control whether sound effects are played, or use the
submenu to control the volume.

Icon bar menu

Mine Hunt Info
Info > This i " . . ] eat
Save choices Is glves you Intormation about the application.
Quit

Save choices

This option will save any changes you have made to the MineHunt options so that
you can use these options as your default options next time you run MineHunt.

Quit

Quit ends the MineHunt application, removing the icon from the icon bar.
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42 Patience

Patience is probably one of the best-known solo card games, sometimes known

by its alternative name Solitaire.

Starting Patience

Patience is in the Diversions directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the !Patience application.

To start the game, click on the Patience icon on the icon bar. The Patience window
appears on the screen:

= 4| Patience [E

Won 0/0 24 lft in deck |~

There are seven columns of cards, with the bottom card in each column turned up.
The columns range in length from seven cards (on the left) to one (on the right).
The rest of the pack is in a face-down "pile’ on the righthand side of the screen. At
the top right-hand corner of the game area there are four card outlines, each
marked with the symbol for one of the suits. The area across the top of the window
shows the number of games won, and the number of face-down cards in the pile.
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The rules

The object of the game is to place all four suits on top of their symbols in
ascending order, starting with the ace and finishing with the king. To do this, you
must reveal all the hidden cards by going through the pack and building chains of
cards. Here are the basic rules:

The chains you build downwards from each column must be in descending
order (king, queen, jack, ten, nine, eight, seven, and so on) and must alternate
between red and black suits (ten of hearts, nine of spades, eight of diamonds,
seven of spades, for example). If you try to place a card incorrectly, the
computer will refuse to move the card.

When you move the top card from one column to another, the next hidden card
is automatically turned up. You can move all or part of a chain to another
column.

There are only seven columns allowed in the game. If you have used up all the
cards in one column you can only start a new column with a king (unless you
have changed the default choices).

Once you have placed a card on one of the suit symbols, in ascending order, at
the top righthand corner of the screen it cannot be taken off again.

Playing Patience
To play the game, proceed as follows:

1 Look at the cards which are revealed at the bottom of each column. If a card
can be moved, use the mouse pointer to drag it to the correct place. When you
release the button, the card will be in its new place and the next card turned up
in the column where it came from. Continue this procedure until you have no
more cards that can be moved.

2 Click on the pile of cards on the right, to reveal the next card (by default, every
third card in the pile is turned over). If you can use it, drag the card to the
appropriate column. You may now be able to move one or more cards from
one column to another. If you can't, click on the pile of cards again. If you can’t
use a card, continue clicking on the pack until one is revealed that you can use.
When you use a card from the pack, the card beneath it is again revealed.

3 Assoon as an ace is revealed, drag it to its place at the top righthand corner of
the screen (alternatively, clicking Adjust on a card that can be added to one of
these stacks automatically moves it to the correct stack). You can then start
building (in ascending order from ace to king) as the cards that follow come

up.
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4 Continue going through the pack and moving cards. The number of cards left
in the pack will continue to be indicated in the area above the board. An empty
space indicates that you have gone through the pack once; click on itto go
round again.

5 Ifyou can't go any further and want to see where the hidden cards were, click
Menu and choose Resign. If there are any cards left in the pack, you can see
what they are by clicking on the pack; this will display each card in turn.

Patience |  Ifyouwantto start a new game, choose Deal from the menu. If you do not wish to
Deal F2 continue playing Patience, choose Quitfrom the icon bar menu.
Resign Esc
--------------------- In addition to starting a new game and quitting Patience, the menu has two other
Remember position . . ore .
_____________________ options. Selecting Remember positionstores the screen position of the game
Help... F1 window such that it will re-open in the same place the next time you run Patience.
Selecting Help...opens a short description of how to play Patience based on this
Guide.
Choices
_Patience | To open the Choices dialogue box, where you can vary the game rules and other
Info P settings, selectChoices...from the icon bar menu.
Help...
Choices... When finished, click Saveto use these settings now and also for any future
Quit sessions. Click Cancelto close the dialogue without making any changes.
[s]| Patience choices
Game rules

[v" Only Kings start a new column
[7 Reverse deal

(@ Dealthree ) Deal one

Options
[v sound

Cancel | Save |

Game rules

The default game rule is that Only Kings start a new column _ Turning this option off
makes the game very much easier; you can now move any card into an empty
column instead of being constrained to having to start with a king.
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Reverse deal refers to the process by which cards are turned over from the pack. The
default is that when a group of three cards is turned over, their order is reversed as
they are moved. This means that if you run through the pack twice, you will see
two-thirds of the cards. Switching this option off means that the cards are not
reversed, so you will only see one-third of the cards, making the game much harder.

Deal three grDeal one refers to the number of cards dealt from the deck on to the pile
with each click. Choosing the first option makes the game harder.

Options

The Sound option determines whether Patience beeps to indicate an illegal move.
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43 Puzzle

13l s

Puzzle is a simple move-the-tiles game. The objective of the game is to move the
t

iles so that they are all in ascending order left-to-right and top-to-bottom.

Starting Puzzle

Puzzle is in the Diversions directory on your hard disc or network. To start the

application, double-click on the !Puzzle application icon. The Puzzle window
appears on the display.

The puzzle comprises fifteen number tiles and one space in a four-by-four grid. The
objective of the puzzle is to move the tiles into numerical order in four lines from
the top left to the bottom right. Rearrange the tiles by clicking on any of the
number tiles next to the space to move it into the gap.

Here is what the completed puzzle looks like:

If you want to learn some tricks how to solve the game you should look at the Help
file supplied with the application.
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Puzzle menu

Puzze | New board
New board r . .
.............. To display a new board, press Menu when you are over the Puzzle window and
Display... choose New board .
You can make the board more difficult to solve by adding more tiles, to a maximum
of 25x25. Move the pointer to the right and use the arrows to increase the size,
then click New board on the button on the board size window to start playing.
Board size |
sze[ 6x6 /.
New board
Display...
Choosing this option will open the display options window, allowing you to change
various visual aspects of the display. Including
the font size and style
the colours used for the numbers
the tile colour scheme.
For example, to make all the tiles the same colour change the (A) and (B) colours
to be equal.
[ Display options
Puzzle tile font
| Homerton. Bold il
Slze| 14 /. pt
Tile colours
Numbers (A) JIEM ‘Bl ®)[ 9 ‘Bl
Tie background (4) [ 0 B @) JIEEH =l
Default | Cancel || Set |
Puzzle . . . . .
info | ClickingSet will redraw the display with the new options set. To make these
Save choices settings permanent for when you next run the application, click Save choiceson
Quit the icon bar menu.

Use the Defaultbutton to restore the factory default settings.

The Cancel button closes the window without making any changes to the current
display options.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 458



RISC OS / USER GUIDE

Part 7 -
RISC OS utilities
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44  T1ToFont by

T 1ToFont is a program that converts fonts from Adobe Type 1 format to the
RISC OS outline font format. Once you've converted fonts, you can use them
in your documents just like any other Acorn outline font.

Note: This application is for advanced users only. Most people will never need to
use it. Some complex fonts (and fonts not conforming exactly to Adobe Type 1
format) may not convert successfully.

This application should only be used to convert public domain fonts. While it is
possible to convert proprietary fonts, it would, most probably, be a breach of
copyright to do so without the consent of the copyright holder.

Converting a font

Before you can use the converter you need to have your source font comprising the
Type 1 file and an AFM file available. The Type 1 file (often called the PFB file)
should be given the file type PoScript (&FF5) and the AFM file (described on
page 463) given the file type Text.

1 Load T1ToFont from the Utilities directory on your hard disc or network.

2 Click on the icon bar icon to display the Font converter window.

i 3| Type 1 to Acom Font Converter |
Type 1 file | |
AFM tie | |
Encoding | Acorn Extended Latin |

Save in | ADFS:HardDisc4.$.IBOOT.Resources.Fonts  F]

Font name| |
| Keep PostSeript OK I

3 Dragthe Type 1 PFB file icon from its directory display onto the Type 1 file

field in the converter window.

4 Dragthe AFM file from its directory display onto the AFM file field in the
converter window.

5 After a few seconds the name of the RISC OS font to be generated is displayed
in the Font namefield. You can change this name if required.
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6 UsetheSave infield to select a font directory to save the resulting font in.
However you should not normally change this from the default path which is
$. ! Boot . Resour ces. ! Font s

within the Boot application. Click on the menu icon to display the alternatives.

7 Selectthe Encodingyou need for the font, Acorn Extended Latinis nearly
always used. Click on the menu icon to display the alternatives.

8 Click on the Keep PostScript option button if you want to keep the Type 1 font
and the AFM files with the Outline font. This is useful if you are printing to a
PostScript printer as the printer will then use the PostScript font directly.

9 Start the conversion by clicking on OK,

When the conversion is finished (the hourglass reverts back to a pointer) the font is
now stored in the computer as a RISC OS font.

You should now try to display the font using Chars (see page 403). If the font
displays correctly the conversion was successful. If the font does not display
properly then it cannot be used with RISC OS and should be deleted from the font
directory it was saved in.

Other information

TheSave inmenu selects a font directory to save the resulting font in. The menu is
constructed from the contents of the Font $Pat h system variable, so !Font
directories can be added to the menu by installing them on Font $Pat h (you can

do this by double-clicking them).

Encoding
The Encodingtype for most fonts will almost always be Acorn Extended Latin .

Some fonts have their own special encoding information. If you have one of these
fonts you should choose the Encoding type, As specified in Type 1 file.

If you don’t have an AFM file you can convert the font by leaving the AFM field
blank. The resulting font will lack kerning (font spacing) information, so always use
the AFM file if you have one.

Selwyn, Sussex and Sidney are encodings for special symbol fonts. The encoding
file is automatically stored within the font's directory.

Font types

Fonts must conform strictly to the Type 1 font definitions. Many Public Domain
fonts do not obey the structure rules laid down by Adobe and consequently they
may not convert properly. Type 3 fonts cannot be converted.
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Printing to a PostScript printer

If you print to a Postscript printer, the printer uses the original PostScript font (for
downloading) if it is available. If it is not available, it converts and downloads the
RISC OS outline font. To keep the original PostScript font available, select the
Keep PostScript option before you start converting your font.

Using Macintosh and MS-DOS type 1 fonts

Macintosh fonts

Macintosh fonts are generally supplied as a Font/DA Mover document, containing
the Macintosh version of the font, and one or more Type 1 files containing the
PostScript code for use on the printer. There will be one Type 1 file for each weight
and variation of the font.

AFM file

In addition to this you need an AFM (Adobe Font Metrics) file for each weight and
variation of the font. The Macintosh does not seem to use this itself, but some
fonts are supplied with it anyway. If you do not have the AFM file, contact the font
supplier and try to obtain one.

You can convert a font without using an AFM file, however the resultant RISC OS
font will lack kerning information.

Transfer the files

You need to copy the Type 1 files from the Macintosh to your computer. The
Macintosh stores data and its description separately in what are called the data fork

and theresource forkrgspectively, so you'll need a way to access these. Copying the
files to an MS-DOS formatted removable disc is one way of doing this; this disc can
then be read directly by your RISC OS computer.

Transfer the resource fork of the font file to one file on your computer, and set its
file type to PoScript (&FF5). Transfer the AFM file (usually in the data fork) to
another file and give it the file type Text.

MS-DOS Fonts

Fonts for MS-DOS computers are supplied as a group of files suitable for installing
through Control Panel in Windows. Among the files will be one or more Type 1 files
containing the PostScript code for the printer. There will be one Type 1 file for each
weight and variation of the font. The Type 1 files usually have the extension. PFB.
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AFM file

In addition to this you need an AFM (Adobe Font Metrics) file for each weight and
variation of the font. If you do not have the AFM file, contact the font supplier and
try to obtain one.

You can convert a font without using an AFM file, although the resultant RISC OS
font will lack kerning information.

Other files, including the PFM file, are not needed for the conversion.

Transfer the files

Transfer the AFM and PFB files using the methods described in the section Using
DOS and Windows discs on page 140. Change the file type of the PFB file to PoScript
(&FF5) and the file type of the AFM file to Text.
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45 HForm A

This application is used to format or initialise hard disc, memory cards,

non-volatile memory drives, and SCSI discs ready for use. Usually you won't
need to use this application if your computer has a hard disc as your supplier will
have formatted and loaded it with the standard RISC OS applications.

The native disc format in RISC OS is handled by the FileCore module; such discs
are said to be FileCore formatted and HForm is a FileCore formatter | Use HForm to:

Prepare removable memory cards, such as Secure Digital or MultiMediaCard,
for use with SDFS.

Prepare SCSI discs, including USB connected drives, for use with SCSIFS.
Prepare solid state non-volatile memory drives for use with NVMeFS.
Prepare hard discs for use with ADFS.

Initialise a hard disc that has not been formatted by your supplier.

Clear an existing hard disc if it develops a problem that can only be solved by
formatting.

WARNING : Formatting your hard disc will permanently remove all data stored on
the disc. It is essential that you copy all the data and applications that you want to
keep to another disc (or otherwise back them up) before you reformat the disc.

You should keep a spare copy of HForm on another disc in case your hard disc
becomes unusable.

Formatting your existing hard disc

In the following instructions it is assumed that you have to reformat your existing
hard disc because of repeated hard disc errors. In order to carry out the
reformatting successfully you should have a record of the disc errors which have
occurred and their addresses.

HForm allows you to leave the program at any time by pressing Escape before
you start formatting. Additionally, at the end of the Format options you will be
asked if you want to proceed with the formatting; answer No and HForm will quit

without formatting your disc.
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Starting the application

HFormisintheUtilities. Caution directory on your hard disc or network. To
start HForm, double-click on the 'HForm icon. The application starts immediately.

Using HForm

Once you've started HForm, the desktop will disappear and be replaced by a blank

screen with just text on it. You'll need to reply to certain questions that appear on

the screen. Text that you should type in is shown in bold below. You should press
after anything you type in.

1 First, tell HForm which filing system the drive is connected via:

FI LECORE HARD DI SC FORVATTER 2.77 (22-Feb-24)
VWhich filing system does your drive use ? ADFS

This question will be skipped when only one of the filing systems which HForm
supports is installed, jumping straight to step 2 below. Otherwise, use the
cursor keys on the keyboard to select:

ADFSfor a hard disc connected to the computer’'s motherboard via an IDE
or SATA cable, using ADFS.

SCSIFSfor a hard disc connected to a SCSI expansion card, and any
media connected via the Universal Serial Bus either directly or in an
external caddy.

SDFS for memory cards in sockets directly mounted on the computer’s
motherboard, using SDFS. Note that card readers with several different
socket sizes are usually USB peripherals and would therefore use SCSI.

NVMeFSfor solid state non-volatile memory drives mounted on the
computer’s motherboard or a PCl express expansion card.

2 HForm will then look for drives that the filing system could use. A list will be
presented describing each drive found similar to this example:

4 : Conner peripherals CP30254 1.00 240 Moytes
5 : Sanmsung SV8004H 2.49 80 Ghytes

Format which drive (4 - 7) ? 4

If you want to accept the default drive number, press , otherwise type the
desired number then press
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HForm displays detailed information about the drive in a message similar to
this:

Drive 4 is an |IDE drive
Drive ADFS::4 identifies itself as :

Descri ption . Conner peripherals 240MB - CP30254
Firmvare version : 0.33
Configuration : 895 cylinders, 10 heads and 55 sectors/track

Some larger capacity drives also support logical block addressing which is
easier to understand than Cylinder-Head-Sector notation; you will be shown
these parameters too if applicable.

3 Next, tell HForm which hard disc shape to use.

You don't need to know the manufacturer of your hard disc or its
specifications, since you can just accept all the defaults offered. If you want to
use a different drive shape turn to Changing the hard disc shape on page 469,
otherwise:
This disc was last formatted using the standard shape:

895 cylinders, 10 heads and 55 sectors/track

Parking cylinder 894, Initialisation flag 1,

LBA flag 1(enabl ed)
Do you wish to retain this shape (Y/N) ? Y

4 Decide whether you simply want to format the disc, or whether you want to
map out any defects found. HForm gives you the following choices:

A: no nore changes to defect |ist

B: add defect by cylinder, head, byte/sector
C. add defect by disc address

D: renove defect

If you want to add some defects see Recording a list of hard disc defects on page 468.
If you are simply formatting a disc:
A B, Cor D? A
5 Decide whether to format or initialise the hard disc.
Format or just initialise the drive (F/I) 2 |
Ordinarily the manufacturer of the drive supplies it pre-formatted, so it would

only be necessary to low level format the disc if it was previously formatted
using the wrong shape parameters.

This example assumes you want to initialise the disc only.
6 Decide whether you want to carry out a soak test.

Soak test the hard disc for defects (Long/Short/None) ? S
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Soak testing checks that the state of the defects on the disc is stable.
L is the long test; the disc is continuously tested until you press the Space bar.
S is the short test, which is just one scan of the disc, lasting a few minutes.

7 Tell HForm if this will be the main drive that your computer uses at power on
to boot from.
Do you wish this to be a bootable disc (YN ?Y

8 Choose whether to format the disc with long filenames or not.
Do you want long filenames on this disc (YN ?Y
In RISC OS 3.71 and earlier FileCore limited filenames to 10 characters. If you
need to read the disc with these earlier versions turn off long filenames.

9 HForm will calculate the optimum file allocation unit which is the size that the
disc map is divided up into, the larger the drive the larger the unit. Only
advanced users will want to alter the value it proposes:

Large file allocation unit ? 1024

10 You now have a final chance to quit the format process before it starts, or
decide to proceed:

Are you SURE you want to do this to ADFS::4 (Y/IN ?Y

Entering Y and pressing starts the format or initialisation. Entering N will
quit from the HForm application without formatting the disc.

If you specified the long soak test, the test continues until you press the Space
bar. It is recommended that you carry out the soak test for at least 24 hours.

If you do not perform a soak test, and if the verification process detects any
additional defects, HForm will then repeat the formatting and verification
process in order to include the new defects. It will display the messages
Formatting andVerifying asitdoes so.

The formatting process is now complete.

Recording a list of hard disc defects

A defect is a fault that has been detected in part of the disc. The following process
marks the defective part of the disc, so that the defective partis no longer used.

HForm lists the current defects (if any) on the hard disc and invites you to change
the list by adding any new defects that you may have discovered. You may wish to
add a new defect because of a previously returned disc error message, such as:

Disc error 10 at :4/00831E00

You should make a note of any errors on your hard disc of this type that the
computer reports.

When HForm asks you if you want to map out any defects:
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Type Cthen press

2 Type in the defect address exactly as it appeared in the disc error message, but
omit anything up to and including the colon (e.g. for the error above, you'd just
type4/00831E00 ) then press . After each addition, the list of current
defects will be shown.

3 Add further defect addresses by returning to step 1, above.

When you have entered all the defects you wish to, type Aand press to
indicate there are no more changes.

Changing the hard disc shape

HForm prompts you to confirm the specifications of the hard disc used (known as
theshare) of the disc in your computer. Where possible HForm gets this
information from the previous FileCore format type.

However, you may need to change the shape if
you are adding a new hard disc
the hard disc has not yet been formatted
you only want to use the first part of a large disc and leave the rest unused
the information on the hard disc has been corrupted or is incorrect.
If you want to change the disc shape you can answer NO to the following question:

Do you wish to retain this shape (YYN? N

You will be presented with a list of alternative shapes to choose from. If you don't
want to use any of these shapes use OTHER. You will have to enter the shape
formatting specifications you require. Consult the manual accompanying your
hard disc for its precise specifications or contact your supplier for details.

Note: During this process, if your disc supports it and is connected to ADFS, you'll
be given the opportunity to specify Logical Block Addressing (LBA):

Drive LBA flag ? 1

LBA provides a faster calculation of disc addresses. If you don't set the LBA flag
here, the normal Cylinder-Head-Sector (CHS) addressing will be used.
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46 ChangeFSI »

hangeFSl is useful for converting and displaying image files of various formats.

These images can then be saved as sprites for use with other applications such
as Paint and Draw, or exported in JPEG or PNG format which are commonly used
outside of RISC OS.

ChangeFSl stands for ‘Change Floyd Steinberg Integer’ (ChangeFSI performs Floyd
Steinberg error diffusion dithering).

You should make sure that your conversion and subsequent use of an image does
not infringe on any copyright that the image may be under.

ChangeFSl can read image data, scale the data to improve an image, change its
width and height, sharpen an image and write the result using error diffusion
dithering in one step (so it provides the best possible quality). All operations are
carried out with 32-bit fixed-point numbers (three per pixel in the case of a colour
picture).

Starting ChangeFSI

ChangeFSlis in the Utilities directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the IChangeFSlicon.

Using ChangeFSI

1 Display the directory that contains the file for the image to be processed.
2 Choose whether to save the image as a sprite or JPEG file.

3 Change to a desktop screen display mode that you wish to view and store the
image in, if you're exporting to a sprite.
ChangeFSI automatically converts the file to give the best possible display in
the current screen mode. For example, if you choose a 32-thousand colour
mode ChangeFSI will produce an image with 32 thousand colours; if you only
choose a 16-colour display mode ChangeFSI will produce a 16-colour image -
if the colours are nearer to the greys than the colours in the 16-colour palette,
it may be that the image is displayed in monochrome on a 16-colour display,
but this doesn’t mean that the colour information has been lost (unless you
save the image as a sprite in that mode).
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4 Drag the image file's icon onto the ChangeFSl application on the icon bar.
ChangeFSlI then attempts to convert the file to give a RISC OS sprite, JPEG, or
PNG file, displaying the result.

Note: ChangeFSI may not retain transparent sprite pixels during processing.
Transparent pixels can be changed to a colour, depending on the screen mode (e.g.
transparent pixels in a 16-colour sprite become white in a 256-colour sprite).

Picture formats

ChangeFSI can convert many types of images to a sprite or JPEG file; see page 479
for a full list. These include:

PC graphics formats TIFF, Targa TGA, ZSoft PCX, Windows BMP and ICO;
UNIX RLE, Portable Bit Map, Sun Raster;

Kodak PhotoCD images and contact sheets;

Common internet image formats PNG, WAP, CompuServe GIF, JPEG;

Various specialist scientific and raw image capture formats.

ChangeFSl can also convert sprites, PNGs, or JPEGs from one display resolution
into another. Be careful with JPEGs though: the JPEG format is lossy | so every time

you recompress a JPEG file it loses some information. Process a file first, and only
save it as a JPEG once, right at the end.

A couple of hints on memory usage

If you're short on memory, Drag the Nextslot (in the Task Manager display window)
down to 320kB. If you're converting wide images (e.g. PhotoCD images up to 8192
pixels wide) increase the Nextslot to 832kB or more.

Additional information

The information in this chapter gives an overview of how ChangeFSI works from the
desktop. Additional information in the form of text files is held within the
application. If you want to read these files, Shift double-click on !|ChangeFSI to
open the application directory, then open its Documents directory and
double-click on one of the text files:

File Description

BTPCI nf o Standard information about Binary Tree Predictive Coding.

CndBasUse Syntax for using ChangeFSI from the command line, and
for calling it from BASIC programs.

DesktopUse  Instructions for using ChangeFSI from the desktop.
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File Description
For mat s Details of formats that ChangeFSI can use as input or
output.
JPEG nfo Standard information about JPEG processing (taken from
the Independent JPEG Group's JPEG software).
Theory Theoretical explanation of how ChangeFSI works, likely

only to be of interest to advanced users.

256sprites  Information for programmers about creating, recognising
and displaying a sprite with a 256-entry palette.
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Icon bar menu options

This section tells you how to use ChangeFSI's menu options.

Scaling options

TheScaling options set which scale factor you wish to apply to your image. You
can also transform, rotate or mirror the image.

Scaling options |
J Ignore source pixel size
| Ignore pixel aspect
__| Lock picture aspect
) Scale to fill 640 by 480
@ Scalei:11:1 ) Custom

) Scale1:11:2 x:m

) Scale1:21:1

) Scale 1:21:2 y[ 2 J{ 1]
_|Rotate @ +90 ) 90
_|MirorUR | Mirror UID

Scale 1:1 1:1 gives a full-sized image (the same dimensions as the original). The
otherScale options set different preset scaling ratios.

Custom gives you finer control over the size of the outputimage. You can either set
your own scaling ratio by filling in all four boxes, or you can set the size in pixels by
filling in the leftx andy boxes only, leaving the right boxes blank.

Scale to fill scales the image so that it covers the entire screen area at the current
display resolution; this may distort the aspect ratio.

Ignore source pixel size ignores any source information about the pixel size. This
can be useful if you have images that use a non-standard pixel size. The pixels are
all considered to be square.

Ignore pixel aspectignores all the size information in the source file. Both source
and output pixels are considered to be square.

Lock picture aspect prevents the Scale to fill and Custom options from stretching
the image horizontally or vertically. The output image will fit within the size you
specified; it may be smaller than you asked in one direction only, to avoid changing
its aspect ratio.

Rotate can shift an image through 90° (+90 is anticlockwise).

Mirrorperforms left/right and up/down mirror operations on an image.

If you select to both rotate and mirror, the rotation is performed first.
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Processing options

The Processing options control the image processing used in the conversion and
display of the image. You'll notice that all of these options are ‘off’ by default; you
will not normally need to change these settings.

Processing options
__| Expand dynamic range
__| Histogram equalisation
__| Disable dithering
| Invert input
__| Brighten picture
| Black correction |
| Gamma correction 22
__| Pre-sharpening 24
__| Smoothing 4

Expand dynamic range will expand the range of colours in the image. This
normally brightens the image. It expands the dynamic range of a picture to full
scale.

Histogram equalisation will most often result in a worse picture but it can be used
to recover detail from an otherwise useless image. Alternatively you can use it to
look at information locked in a small part of the input scale.

Disable dithering will disable Floyd-Steinberg dithering. This will usually result in
an inferior image.

Invert input will result in the negative version of your image, with colours inverted
so black becomes white and white becomes black for example.

Brighten picture will produce a picture that is slightly brighter than it should be.
Useful if you have dark pictures. This option only works with monochrome pictures.

Black correctionis useful if you want to print the image on a laser printer. You

should use a number between zero and 128, though values between 32 and 64
usually give the best result; experiment. Images treated in this way will give a poor
result when viewed on screen. This only works for 1bpp (black and white) output.

Gamma correctionis used to correct the image quality as displayed on your
monitor. Low values of gamma (0 to 1) make colours darker and high values (above
1) make them lighter. Gamma correction is most often used to correct images that
have been scanned in with a scanner. Different monitors may need different
gamma corrections. A standard value is 2.2 (TV industry standard).

Pre-sharpening is used to sharpen the edges of objects in the image. Values
between 10 and 20 can be used to sharpen an image. Values between 20 and 30 can

be used to compensate for the blurring introduced by the dithering process.
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For example, a value of 24 will counteract the general dither blurring. A value of 20
is noticeably sharp. All values from 1 to 99 can be selected.

Smoothing does the reverse of sharpening; it smoothes the edges of objects in the
image. You can use values between 1 and 23, with low values giving the most
smoothing. Values between 1 and 3 can be used to blur an image. Values between
3 and 10+ can be used to reduce noise in an image.

Output options

Sprite output options

To output an image in sprite format, choose Sprite outputfrom the icon bar menu
and set up the output options:

ChangeFS!
Info >
Scaling L
Processing ™ Sprite output

i Sorte output [SIIPSRNNN Mode | 807431648

JPEG output |
PNG output | '~ Monochrome [V Use current mode

Reprocess ) Special J Old style mode |:’

Fest . Colours
22;”““95 D2 04 )16 @256 ) 90xd5 dpl
D4 )32K ) 64K ) 16M (@ 90x90 dpi

Colourgives a sprite in colour.
Monochrome gives a sprite in shades of grey.

Special allows the use of special file suffixes. These are the same as the <node>
parameter described in the documentation file CndBasUse .

Use current mode outputs the image for display in the current desktop Display
Manager mode.

Old mode allows you to output the image for display in a numbered screen mode
from the table in the appendix Old-type screen modes on page 533. We don't

recommend that you use this method (it is overridden if you set a colour mode and
then use the Monochrome button).

TheModenumber is only useful in old-type screen modes. It's an information box
(you can't type anything into it). When Use current mode is selected, the mode
number generated with new style screen displays has no significance.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 476



RISC OS / USER GUIDE

CHANGEFSI

Colours uses the group of buttons to set the number of colours in the output
imageto2,4, 16 256 4K, 32K, 64K or16Mrespectively, or forMonochrome
outputto2,4,16and 256 greys. Beside the colour selection buttons is a further
option to choose either a square pixel mode (90 x 90dpi) or a non-square
(90 x 45dpi) one.

JPEG output options

To output an image in JPEG format, choose JPEG outputfrom the icon bar menu
and set up the output options:

ChangeFSI
Info
Scaling
Processing M
Sprite output [ JPEG output |

3 put i
M JPEG output @ Colour

P
P

PNG output M

Reprocess ) Monochrome
Fast Quality /\
Save choices

Quit

Colourproduces a full colour JPEG image in the red/green/blue colour space.
Monochrome produces a JPEG image in shades of grey.

Quality can take any value from 0 to 100 and is passed to the JPEG compression
code. The default value is 75, but you can change this using Save choices. The

default value gives a sensible compromise between quality and compression.

PNG output options

To output an image in PNG format, choose PNG outputfrom the icon bar menu
and set up the output options:

ChangeFSl|

Info 2
Scaling 2
Processing ™
Sprite output ™
JPEG output PNG output

¥ PNG output |8 @® Colour Compression | 5 /.

Reprocess
Fast ) Monochrome _|Interiaced

Save choices | ._) Special
Quit Colours
J2 )4 )16 @ 256 ) 16M
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Colourgives a PNG image in colour.
Monochrome produces a PNG image in shades of grey.

Special allows the use of special file suffixes. These are the same as the <node>
parameter described in the documentation file CndBasUse .

Compression can take any value from 0 to 9 and determines how hard the PNG
compression code should try. Lower numbers result in less compression and
hence a larger output file, with zero meaning uncompressed. The default value of 5
gives a sensible compromise between processing time and file size.

When the Interlaced option is enabled ChangeFSI will first compress all of the odd
numbered lines, followed by the even lines. Such an image, when received over a
slow internet connection, quickly gives an overall impression of its content by
displaying a low quality version based on the odd lines received without waiting for
the second half of the file to be delivered which fills in the remainder.

Colours uses the group of buttons to set the number of colours in the output
image to2,4,16 256 or 16Mrespectively, or forMonochrome outputto2,4, 16
and 256 greys. Any image with more than 256 colours will need to use 16M.

Reprocess

This option reprocesses the file according to any new options you may have set.

Fast

This option speeds up ChangeFSI by blanking the screen during image processing.
If there is no benefit to be had from doing this, the option will be greyed out.

Save choices

This option will save any changes you have made to the ChangeFSI| options so that
you can use these options as your default options next time you run ChangeFSlI.

Quit

This quits the application, removing it from the icon bar.

Image menu options

_ChangefST | e your image has been produced you can click Menu over the image to display

Image info > . . . .
. a menu of information about the input and output images.
Source info >

Range info ™ Image Info gives you information about the output file.
Zoom >
Save image > Source Info gives you information about the source file.

Reprocess
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Range Info gives you information about the dynamic range of the image.

Zoomallows you to change the magnification of the image. This is not the same as
scaling the source image.

Save imageallows you to save the image as a sprite file or JPEG file (this depends
on the settings made from Output options on page 476).

Reprocessallows you to process the image again using any options you have
subsequently changed on the main menu.

Image file conversion

ChangeFSl will convert any of the following image formats into the sprite, JPEG, or
PNG format. You can choose the type of RISC OS sprite that is created by setting
the Output Options . If no special output mode is chosen, ChangeFSI produces a

sprite that is compatible with the current display mode.

Image type
RISC OS sprites
ArVis 15-bit HIP + LOP sprites

Watford digitiser pictures, 512x256, 64 greys

and triple red, green, blue separations

ProArtisan compressed pictures, 640x256,
256 colours

JPEG "JFIF files

Kodak PhotoCD images

TimeStep satellite images, 800x800, 256 greys
PC TGA images

MTV 24-bit PIC images

QRT 24-bit RAW images
ZSoft .PCX files

Degas PI1, P12, PI3 images

ITranslator Clear format files

CCIR 601 4:2:2 images

IRayShade 'RGB’ images

TimeStep satellite images, 128x256, 256 greys -

and triple red, green, blue separations

AIM/Wild Vision Hawk V10, 256x256, 256 greys
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Recognised by
file type FF9

file type FF9, and file is beneath a HIP
directory, and a similar LOP file exists

file type DFA

directory of type DFA files named RED,
GREEN and BLUE

file type DE2

'JFIF"in file, or file type C85
file type BES, or file’s name ends /PCD
file type 7A0

file type 69D, or file's name ends with /TGA
or /VDA

file type 699, or file is beneath a PIC
directory

file type 698, or file's name is RAW

file type 697, or &0A,&00|02|03|04|05,&01 at
start of file, or file is beneath a PCX
directory, or file's name ends /PCX

file type 691
file type 690
file type 601
file type 371
file type 300

directory of type 300 files named RED,
GREEN and BLUE

file type 004
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Image type

Wild Vision Hawk V12, 512x512, 256 greys
Wild Vision Hawk V9, 512x256, 12-bit colour
Wild Vision Hawk V9 Mk Il, 16-bit colour
Pineapple 16 bit per pixel images

FITS astronomical format images

Irlam Instruments YUV 411 files

Irlam Instruments 24-bit files

Windows 3 and OS/2 BMP files

and RIFF files

and ICO files containing icons
and CUR files containing mouse cursors

CompuServe's GIF files up to 8 bit per pixel
.PIC 8 bit per pixel files

Sun ‘pixrect’ raster files

GEM .IMG images

Apollo GPR 16-colour images

RIX Softworks ColoRIX 8 bit per pixel files
Technol video digitiser images

TIFF pictures

UNIX rle format files

Portable Bit Map (pbm) binary encoded formats

ChangeFSI packed portable bitmaps
PocketBook I and Il PIC format files
Electronic Art's IFF ILBM pictures

MILLIPEDE PRISMA, 768x576, 8-bit colour images

MacPaint files, 576x720, 1 bit per pixel
MacPICT2 v2 8 and 24/32 bit per pixel

RT 24-bit run length coded IMAGE files
PC EGA DSP images, 640x350, 16 colours

Alpiar 36 bit per pixel

Alpiar 48 bit per pixel

Kodak RGB images, 24 bits per pixel
BTPC binary tree predictive coding image
Portable network graphics PNG images

Wireless application protocol bitmaps, 2 colour
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Recognised by

file type 006

‘MercSoft’ or ‘SnapShot’ at start of file
‘MercSof1’ at start of file

‘FSlfile’ at start of file

‘SIMPLE ' at start of file

IRLAM YUV 411" at start of file

‘Irlam’ at start of file

‘BM' in file

‘RIFF" at start of file and ‘RDIBdata’ and
‘BM" in file

&00,&00,&01,&00 in file and file type &132
or file's name ends /ICO

&00,&00,&02,&00 in file and file type &b6A5
or file’s name ends /CUR

'GIF8’ at start of file
'AV_VQO' at start of file
&956AA659 at start of file

&08000100 at start of file, or file is beneath
an IMG directory, or file's name ends /IMG

&01000100 at start of file

‘RIX3" at start of file

‘T-I"in file, or file type &CBE

II*null” or 'MM null*' at start of file

&CC52 at start of file

‘P1','P2', 'P3', 'P4’, 'P5" or 'Pé’ at start of file
‘P15 at start of file

‘PIC’ at start of file

‘FORM'’ at start of file and ‘ILBM' in file
‘MILLIPEDE' in file

‘PNTG' in file
&00,&11,&02,&FF,&0C,&00,&FF,&FE in file
file is beneath an IMAGE directory

file is beneath a DSP directory, or file’s
name ends /DSP

‘ALPIAR12’ at start of file

‘ALPIAR16’ at start of file

file's name ends /RGB

‘btpc 4." at start of file
&89,PNG,&0D,&0A,&1A,&0A at start of file

&00,&00 in file and file type F8F or file's
name ends /WBMP
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47 Usage

U sage monitors the amount of time each application is loading the central

processing unit (CPU) for, presenting the result as a bar graph of usage.

Starting Usage

Usage is in the Utilities directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the IUsage icon.

I Unlike most applications where the icon bar icon looks the same as it does in a
directory display, Usage uses its space on the icon bar to show a rolling graph of
m CPU load. For much of the time the desktop is idle waiting for you to press a key or
click a mouse button, but when applications are busy these are shown in black on
the rolling graph. If the rectangle is solid black then the CPU is being used 100% of
the time and you may notice the desktop being slow or unresponsive.

Detailed display

Clicking Select on the Usage icon bar icon will open the detailed display.

This display should be familiar as it is arranged like the Tasks window in Task
Manager as described in the sectionApplication tasks on page 74. However, instead

of showing the amount of memory each application is using it shows the amount
of CPU time each application is using.

OmniClient 0.0% |
Pinboard 0.0% |
Edit 0.0% |
ChangeFSI 0.0% |
Paint 0.0% |
Help 20.0%
Free 0.0% |
Display Manager 0.0% |

Any spare time is grouped in the ldle time bar, shown at the top of the list in red.
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48 Patch Ye

P atch can be used to apply small updates - patches - to applications which you
a

Iready have installed. These updates will typically be fixes to minor defects, or
improvements in compatibility, rather than major new versions.

Starting Patch

Patch is in the Utilities directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the !Patch icon.

Applying or removing patches

There are a small number of patches built into the utility as supplied, but in most
instances your software supplier will have provided you with a Patch file, which is
file type &FC3. Double click on the Patch file you have been provided with to
register it with the Patch utility.

Drag the application to update on to the Patch icon. The patch window will open
listing the application’s purpose, its location, along with some information about
the nature of the update.

E[X] Patch target directory W
Link to PocketBook -
ADF S::HardDisc4.$. Apps.IPocketFS

Allows PocketFS 2.03 to work with RISC 0S 3.7 |Apoly [T
.l | — — e .-J[\ E

You can repeat this process for several other applications, or even whole
directories of applications; only those which have corresponding patches
registered will be listed and the other applications will be ignored.

Each application listed can be in one of three states:

Unrecognised - the application is known to Patch, but none of the patches
match the version presented. For safety, Patch will not let you apply patches to
versions it doesn't recognise.

Apply- this application is ready to be patched.

Remove- this application has previously been patched, and you have the
option of removing the patch to restore it to the former, unpatched, state.
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Patcher

Select all apply
Select all remove
Clear selection
Patch selected

APPLYING OR REMOVING PATCHES

Work through the list, select the Apply option next to each application that you
would like to update, select the Remove option to restore the original application
by removing the earlier updates.

V" Apply

Click Menu on the patch window to choose which operation to perform on the
applications listed.

Select all apply

Save time by marking all those in the Apply state with a tick.

Select all remove

Save time by marking all those in the Remove state with a tick.

Clear selection

Deselect all applications in the patch window.

Patch selected

Perform the patch operation, either Apply orRemove as determined by the
selections made. After applying or removing the patches, you have finished with
Patch and can choose Quitfrom the icon bar menu to remove Patch from memory.
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S parkFS is a universal modular archive filing system for RISC OS. It allows

access to many common archive file types, including Zip archives, via a filing
system interface.

Archives

An archive file is a special class of file which itself contains other normal files and
directories. It appears to the Filer as a single file yet can be opened and
manipulated in the same way as a directory can, revealing the original contents
that were archived inside.

Aggregating normal files and directories together into a single archive file makes
them easier to transfer via long distance communication, and to backup.

Archive files may optionally be reduced in size using data compression techniques.
Text and Sprite files especially will be smaller when compressed and hence will be
faster to send over a slow communications link, or occupy less space on backup
media.

Archive types

SparkFS is configured to read or write Spark, Zip and Tar archives by default. The
icons for Spark, Zip, and Tar files are shown as stylised directories to remind you
that they have properties of both.

m 2

Other archive file types which you may encounter include ARJ, Cabinet (also known

as Microsoft CAB), CPIO, LZH, PackdDir and Zoo. Support for these additional
archive types can be enabled as described in Choices on page 488.

Starting SparkFS

SparkFS is in the Utilities directory on your hard disc or network. To start the
application, double-click on the !SparkFS icon. SparkFS is a filing system, so its
icon appears on the left hand side of the icon bar.

Dragging an archive to SparkFS will open it in the Filer.
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Icon bar menu

SparkFS Info
Info P ) . . . . .
New archive 1 his gives you information about the application
Archive >
Choices... New archive
_Qut

To create a new archive this submenu displays a Save asdialogue with options for
each of the possible compression types. Dragging the archive icon to a Filer
window will create an empty archive into which files and directories may be added.

Dragging a directory to the icon bar icon will also open the Save asdialogue, then
adds the contents to the archive in one step.
Archive

The submenu lists the archives which SparkFS is currently working with.

Choices...

Choosing this option is equivalent to clicking Adjust on the SparkFS icon bar icon,
and will open a dialogue allowing settings for SparkFS to be changed.

Quit

_aut_ ] Quitremoves the SparkFS filer from the icon bar, but leaves the filing system in
Filer memory so you can continue to open and read from archives. The submenu
_FSt0 | includes an option to remove the filing system too; this saves memory and will
make all archive files behave like normal files again.

Archive handling

Choosing an archive from the Archive menu opens a dialogue describing the
archive. Alternatively drag an archive to the icon bar icon while pressing the Ctrl
key.

i1 B About this archive
Neme |  Newsletters
Type Zip ﬁ
sie [ 24Moyes

Date | 19:08:32 23-Oct-14

Test ‘ Forgetl Open | Find I
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The information presented is similar to that shown by ‘About this object’ for a
normal file in the Filer. There are four additional buttons available:

1 Testwill extract all of the contents from the archive but not save the result
anywhere. This is useful to check the integrity of an archive, because
corruption in an archive can make the rest of the contents unreadable.

2 UseForgetto finish working with the archive. If the archive is held on
removable media this stops SparkFS looking for it again in future.

3 TheOpenbutton will reopen the archive and bring it to the front of the screen
even if you had earlier closed it.

4 TheFind button is similar to Open, except that the parent directory
containing the archive is opened and brought to the front of the screen.

Some types of archive will also show an extra section where a password can be
entered at the bottom of the dialogue describing the archive. Not all types of
archive allow this. To access the contents of a protected archive, type the password
then click Select on the method of protection used.

= B4 | About this archive |
Name | Payslips
Type |  Sparkfie m
Size | 816 Koytes
Date |  15:10:2931-Jan-16

Test | Forget | Open | Find |

Encryption
) None ) Garble (® DES
Password | e |

If you do not know the password or type of protection used, contact the person
who created the archive, otherwise the contents will remain inaccessible to you.

Converting archives

Save as When archive files are held locally on your disc or network they are in binary
I;, format, but some communication protocols can't convey binary files. To work
=) il around this the SparkFsS filer can convert binary archive files into specially

formafcted text files which the computer at the far end can then reconstruct back
into binary format.

(@ UUcode

) BloA Earlier you read how dragging an archive to SparkFS opens it, and how dragging
) Mime with Ctrl pressed describes the archive. Lastly, dragging an archive with Shift
) Boo pressed will open an extended version of a Save as dialogue for conversions.
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Choices

CHOICES

Select the conversion type to create. Both UUcode and BtoAare common on UNIX
systems, with the latter being a more compact form; Mimeis commonly used for

email attachments; and Boo will be encountered using the Kermittransfer protocol.

The name for the converted text file is derived from the original archive’s name,
and can be changed if required. ClickOK or drag the icon to a directory display to
perform the conversion. The original archive is not changed in the process.

The choices dialogue sets options governing the operation of SparkFS.

5| SparkFS |
Memory
Maximum |11321K  m—
Current | 1108K @
Minimum | 27K |
UUcode Modules Archive
EOL sequence _|Lzh Type | Zip ﬂ
JOR - JORLF | |Packqi Method [ Defate  °f]
@ LF ) LFCR [V Spark
Null character |7 Tar Temporary file
@SPC " IV zp | <Wimp$ScrapDirs| |ﬂ

Split J

|00

| Auto quit filer

Save

The minimum and maximum memory amounts can be set by dragging the red bars
left and right, in a similar manner to the Task Manager in the chapter Managing the

desktop -

The amount set by the minimum value will always be reserved by SparkFS even
if it currently needs no memory at all. This setting can be small as itis only
needed to make sure SparkFsS still works when other applications are using up

all the memory.

The maximum value setting can be made larger to speed up archive
operations. When working with a large archive more memory will make the
operation fast, for sizes beyond the maximum some of the data will be put into
a temporary file. Temporary files are much slower than using memory.

The current value is for information only, it has a green bar and cannot be

changed.
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The name of the temporary file to use when the maximum memory is exceeded can
be set either by typing a name or clicking the pop-up and dragging the file from the
Save asdialogue.

TheModules list shows which of the archive file types are recognised by SparkFS.
Unticking a module will stop it from being loaded and save some memory.

The archive TypeandMethod, shown as Zip/Deflate above, gives control over
which compression options are applied to objects added to an archive. Different
methods take differing levels of computation; generally there is a trade-off of those
which compress quickly result in archives which are larger than methods which
take longer to compute.

When producing a UUcode text file, as described in section Converting archives on
page 487, there are some settings to determine what the encoder does:

Theend ofline sequence (EQL seq.) can be changed to one of the four
combinations of line feed (LF) and carriage return (CR) characters. Both RISC OS
and UNIX systems use line feed endings, and this is the default selection.

When a zero byte (Null char.) is encountered, the encoder can either emit a
space (SPC) or back tick (") character. Consult the recipient to discover which
they are expecting.

Enabling Splitwill cause the encoder to produce a new file once the number of
lines shown has been reached. For example, when enabled with a value of
1000, encoding a 2500 byte file will produce three files in total: two of 1000
lines each and the remainder in a third file of 500 lines.

The Auto quit filer option, when enabled, will load the chosen SparkFS modules
when an archive is double clicked and then remove the filer from the icon bar
straight away. This saves memory and may be preferred since the SparkFS filer icon
is mainly used to create new archives, which the read-only edition cannot do.

ClickSaveto confirm the choices made.

If you have enabled Auto quit filerit is not possible to get to the choices dialogue
any more to change the setting back. To get the SparkFS icon back, double-click on
the ISparkFS icon with the Alt key held down; this will temporarily ignore the auto
quit option.
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Appendix A: The command line

U sually you will use the RISC OS desktop for almost all of your computing tasks.
However occasionally you may need to use the command line.

S The command line is very different from the desktop. Gone are the windows, icons
and menus. These are replaced by a set of single line commands that always start
with a star, known asstar commands(or * commands).

All the commands are described, in alphabetical order, in the file Star Comms  in
the Docunents. User Gui de  directory. Alternatively, see Getting Help on

page 498.

Using the command line you can run scripts. Scripts are small programs (which
you usually write in Edit) that help you control the computer. The command line is
also used to issue operating system commands from BASIC.

This chapter gives you an introduction to the command line. The RISC OS
Programmer’s Reference Manual expands on all the information given in this chapter.

Accessing the command line

RISC 0S The command line is accessed by choosing Task window from the Task Manager

Info »| icon bar menu, or pressing Ctrl-F12 on the keyboard.

Configure... . .
Taskwindow /F12 | When you open a task window, you will see the * prompt. You can now type

Shutdown AMF12 operating system commands in the window.

il

[ B Task window
U

1~

1
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The task window is provided by Edit, so don't be surprised if you see the Edit icon
appear on your icon bar.

The amount of memory that the task window uses is controlled by the size of the
Next slot in the Task Manager window. If you need a lot of memory for the Task
Manager, you can increase the Next slot size.

Command line mode

The star (*) prompt indicates that you are in command line mode and that the
computer is expecting a command to be typed. Note that command line mode is
sometimes called ‘Supervisor mode’ (for example, if the machine starts up in
command line mode rather than the desktop).

The commands in this Guide are always preceded by a star. The star is provided as
a prompt in command line mode, so you do not have to type it (though it does not
matter if you do: any extra stars are ignored). However, if you type a command
following some other prompt (at the BASIC > prompt, for example), you must
precede it with a star so that the computer knows how to interpret what follows.

Starting BASIC from the command line

Enter BASIC by typing * BASI C from the command line. The prompt will change
from* to>. To confirm that you are in BASIC, type in the following one-line
program (must be typed using capital letters):

FOR N=1 TO 20: PRINT "HELLO': NEXT N (press Return)
This will cause the word HELLO to be printed twenty times.

For information on using BASIC, turn to appendix BBC BASIC on page 521. The

BBC BASIC Reference Manual | available from your supplier, is a complete reference
guide for the BBC BASIC language.

Leave BASIC by typingQUI T or*Qui t .

Other ways to access the command line

Task | Advanced users can issue commands outside of the desktop by using the Task
Info M Manager menu accessed from the Tasks display.
New task >
ask” New task
Configure...

*Commands F12 To start a new task, move to the New task submenu of the Task menu. This
Taskwindow "F12 | produces a writable icon into which you can type any Command Line command. If

Desktop settings ™ the command causes a task that is not a desktop application to run, any output
Exit desktop

Shutdown *MF12
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from the task will be displayed in a new window; other tasks will be suspended
until this task has completed. If the task is a desktop application, starting it from
the New tasksubmenu is equivalent to double-clicking on the application.

* Commands

By choosing*Commands from the Task menu, or pressing F12, you can enter the
shell Command Line Interpreter (ShellCLI). A * prompt appears at the bottom of
the screen, where you can type operating system commands. Press Return without
entering any text to return to the desktop.

Exit desktop

Choosing Exit desktop causes the desktop and all tasks to be closed down and
replaced by the command line. You can restart the desktop by typing deskt op at

the * prompt, and then pressing Return.

Using the task window

The major advantages in entering commands in a task window instead of at the
command line prompt are:

You can have more than one window open at a time.

Other applications continue to run in their own windows while you run the
task (this does mean, though, that the task may run more slowly than it would
using other methods of reaching the Command Line).

Commands that you type, plus the output (if any), appear in a conventional
Edit window, and may therefore easily be examined by scrolling up and down
in the usual way. When you type into the window, or when a command
produces output, the window immediately scrolls to the bottom of the text.

= B Task window &
¥, /
Dir. RADFS: Hardlhsc'l % Option 82 (Run) E
I:SI) ADFS:¥Uns

Lib, ADFS: "IJnset“
IJRD ADFS:"Unget"

|Boot b/ HpEs, b/ Diversions
Printing D/ ublic b/ Sound
Eh‘lltles s Video D/HR

o

Anything you type in is passed to the task, and has the same effect as typing
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whilst in command line mode. You can change this by unlinkingthe window: in

this case, anything you type in alters the contents of the window in the same
way as any other Edit window, even while a task is running. Any output from
the task is appended to the end.

You cannot use graphics in a task window. The output of any commands that use
graphics will appear as screen control codes.

The menu for a task window contains the following options:

Task

Kill

Reconnect

Suspend

Resume

Unlink

LINK

vignore Ctrl |~ Edit |

B v
Save F3r
Select M
Edit
Display M

Kill stops and destroys the task running in the window.

Reconnectstarts a new task in the window, allocating memory from the Task
Manager'sNexts|ot.

Suspendtemporarily halts the task running in the window.
Resume restarts a suspended task.

Unlink prevents the sending of typed-in characters to the task. Instead, they are
processed as if the task window were a normal Edit text window.

Link reverses the effect of Unlink .

Ignore Ctrl, when selected, prevents any control characters generated by the
program from being sent to the screen. It also intercepts Ctrl-C and Ctrl-V

keystrokes so that instead of being passed on to the task they can be used to copy
and paste text (see Task windows and the clipboard ).

Editleads to the normal Edit menu. Although this makes available most of Edit's
features, you cannot use facilities such as the cursor keys or keys such as Page Up
and Home while you are using a task window.
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Task windows and the clipboard

Text in a task window can be copied to the clipboard in the normal way by selecting
it and choosing Copyfrom the Selectsubmenu, or by pressing Ctrl-C ifIgnore Ctrl
is selected.

You can paste input to a linked task by selecting Paste from the Selectsubmenu,

or by pressing Ctrl-V when Ignore Ctrlis in force. The text on the clipboard is sent
to the task as if it was being typed.

Some guidelines and suggestions for using task windows

In order to use a task window, you will need to be familiar with Command Line
mode. However, you will also find that nearly all of the commands that affect the

configuration of the desktop can also be performed using the Configure
application and the Task Manager window Tasks .

Here are a few commands:
*Cat gives a directory listing of the current directory.

*Show displays information about your computer. Press Shift to display the
next screenful as necessary (or scroll a task window).

“Hel p Mbdul es shows you which versions of modules are currently loaded.

*ROMVbdul es  shows you which modules are stored in the ROM inside the
computer.

*Status shows you the status of the computer's CMOS memory defaults.

The command* Spool should not be used from a task window. Because its effect
is to write everything that appears on the screen to the spool file, using * Spool

from the desktop will produce unusable files full of screen control characters.
There is, in any case, no point in using* Spool , since the output from the task
appears in the window, and can be saved using Edit as normal.

When you run a command in a task window, the computer divides its time between
the task window and other activities running in the desktop. You should note that
some time-consuming commands, for example, a*Copy of a large file, may

prevent access to the filing system that they use until the command is complete.

Note 1: Command line notions such as ‘current directory’ become relevant when
you are using Task Windows.

Note 2: Do not close a task window while a command-line process is still running,
or initiate one with little memory available, as internal errors may result.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 497



RISC OS / USER GUIDE GETTING HELP

Getting Help

The command*Hel p gives brief information about each command in the
operating system.*Hel p keywor d displays a brief explanation of the keyword
and, if the keyword is a command name, the syntax of the command.

If you are not sure about the name of a command:
*Hel p Commands will list all the available utility commands;
*Hel p Fi | eCommands will list all the commands relating to filing systems;

*Hel p Modul es will list the names of all currently loaded modules, with
their version numbers and creation dates;

*Hel p Syntax explains the format used for help messages.

The usual use of *Hel p is to confirm that a command is appropriate for the job
required, and to check on its syntax (the number, type and ordering of parameters
that the command requires).

The specification of the keyword can include abbreviations to allow groups of
commands to be specified. For example,

*Hel p con.

produces information on* Confi gure and*Conti nue . You can also use this to

establish the current abbreviation for a command. Since RISC OS uses the first
command it finds that matches an abbreviation, typing *Con. is equivalent to

*Configure .Forthe*Continue command, the minimum abbreviation must
distinguish it from * Conf i gur e , and is therefore*Cont. These abbreviations

may change as new commands are added.
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Using the command line
You'll find many hints in the following sections:
Command line syntax | detailing the syntax you need to use at the command line.
System devices  giving you a summary of useful system devices you can use.
System variables  explaining how variables are used by the operating system.

Command and application options and other variables exp|aining how to use variable
options with commands and applications.

Command scripts | showing you how to write Command and Obey files to control
the computer.

Using GS formats in scripts | showing the formats used to handle control
characters.

Command line syntax

The interface to the command line is built into the RISC OS operating system and
processes valid commands sent as text strings. The text string is normally
terminated by Return.

The syntax of each command in the following chapters is described in a standard
way, with examples of its use where these are helpful. The symbols used in syntax
descriptions are:

<val ue> indicate that an actual value must be substituted. For example,
<filename> means that you must supply an actual filename.

[...] indicate that the item enclosed in the square brackets is optional.

| indicates alternatives. For example, 0 | 1 means that the value
0 orl must be supplied.

What are parameters?

RISC OS commands are sometimes followed by one or more parameters\which tell

the computer how you want the command to be modified.

In the following descriptions, the parameters are in italics. You can leave spaces
onlybetween parameters, since otherwise the operating system cannot tell where
you want one parameter to end and the next to begin.

Command line parameters may be optional: in this case they are shown in the
syntax within square brackets. Often, when a parameter is specified as optional,
the operating system will supply a default value; the value of this is specified for
each command.
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Numeric parameters

Some commands have one or more numeric parameters. These are interpreted as
decimal by default (unless the description of the command specifies otherwise),
but it is possible to express them in any base by prefacing the parameter itself with
the base followed by an underscore, as in the following examples:

*Eval 2_1010101 Returns the integer value of the argument, 85.
*Eval 16_FFF Similarly, returns the value 4095.

An alternative form for hexadecimal uses the & sign to signify base 16:

*Eval &FFF

Decimal and hexadecimal are likely to be the most useful bases.

Checks on the command

Before a command is executed, the command line interface carries out a certain
amount of pre-processing on the line:

Stars and spaces are skipped at the start of a command. The command line
prompt includes a star, so there is no need to type one, but it doesn’t matter if
you do.

Comment lines are ignored. Comments are introduced by typing ’|" as the first
non-space character on a line.

Command length is checked. Command lines must be less than or equal to
1024 characters, including the terminating character. Lines which are too long
produce an error message.

Redirection (output to a file, or input from a file) is checked.
Single-character prefixes are checked, such as /', equivalent to Run, or ‘%'
which instructs the command line interface to skip alias checking.

Alias commands are checked ( System variables on page 505 gives more
information on the use of aliases).

Override prefixes, if any, are interpreted. An override can specify either the

temporary filing system to use (such as- ADFS- ) during command execution,
or which module should be offered the command (such asSpriteUtils: ).

The command is passed for execution. Commands offered to the command
line interface are looked up in the OS table, passed to any other modules, the
filing system manager, and finally *Run as a file of the name given, in an

attempt to execute the command.

Full details of this checking are given in the RISC OS Programmer’s Reference Manual
chapterThe CLI
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Using pathnames

The anatomy of a pathname was introduced on page 61. You will often need to use
pathnames to specify files as Command Line parameters. Technically, a pathname
has the following general form:

filing-system:disc-nane.[directory-nanes.]filename

When using a pathname at the command line, most items are optional:
If afiling-system isnot specified, the current filing system is used
If adi sc-nanme is not specified, the current disc is used
If a disc name is specified but no di rect ory-nanes are specified, the root
directory of the specified disc is used

If neither a disc name nor a directory is specified, the currently selected
directory is used

Certain characters have special significance when used in a pathname. $ and &
have already been introduced elsewhere, and in addition there are:

Separates directory specifications, eg $.fred

Introduces a drive or disc specification, eg :0, :welcome. It also marks
the end of a filing system name, eg ADFS:

*

Acts as a ‘wildcard’ to match zero or more characters, eg prog*
# Acts as a ‘wildcard’ to match any single character, eg $.ch##

@ is the currently selected directory (CSD)

A is the ‘parent’ directory

% is the currently selected library directory (CSL)

—

is the previously selected directory
As mentioned above, a filename on its own is assumed to be in the CSD.

Note that CSD contains the disc name as well as the directory. When a disc is first
mounted the CSD is set to point at the root directory of the disc, and each filing
system maintains its own CSD. Therefore, a command such as:

*Copy CDFS:index ADFS:*

would be copying from the CSD on CDFS to the CSD on ADFS.
The following commands alter the currently selected directory:
*Dir  Sets CSD to the specified place

*Up Moves up the directory tree the specified number of levels. Hence *Up 3
is equivalentto*Dir ~. A A

*Back Swaps the current and previous directories on the current filing system
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Examples

*Dir :HardDisc4.$. Uilities.Caution

This selects the specified disc and directory on the current filing system.

*Dir ~.”. Docunents

Moves up two levels, then selects the ‘Documents’ directory from that level.

*Dir User Qui de

Selects a directoryrelativeto the currently selected directory. It is also where the file
Star Comms can be found, which lists all of the commands from these examples.

Wildcards
It is useful in many command line operations to specify objects using ‘wildcards'.
There are two wildcards:

* stands for zero or more characters

# stands for a single character

Examples

he* would stand forhe’ he/pl hel/o’ or hencoop

he*p would stand forhelp grhencoop

he## would stand forhelp hensgrhead  but nothen or health

File redirection

A powerful feature of RISC OS is the ability to redirect input or output streams (or
both) for the duration of the command. By default, output is directed to the screen,
but it may be convenient to redirect the output stream to a file so that you can
examine it later in more detail, or process it further.

The format of a redirection is:

<command> { <redirection spec> }

where the<redirection spec> isatleast one of:

> <fil enane> Output goes tofi | enane .
< <fil ename> Input read fromfi | enane .
>> <filenane> Output is appended tof i | enane .

Note the following:
Spaces in the redirection specification are significant.

The braces are a literal part of the redirection format.
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There must be a single space between each pair of elements for it to be
recognised as a redirection.

Examples

*Cat { > nycat }

This sends a list of the contents in the current directory to a file called nycat .
*Help Cat { > CatHelp }

This sends all the help information on the command Cat, (elicited by the command
*Hel p Cat )to afile called Cat Hel p .

Comparison with other operating systems

The Command Line implements a very similar set of commands to those found in
other operating systems. The following table lists some of the more common
commands and their RISC OS equivalents to those on other systems.

Action DOS UNIX RISC OS
‘command.com’ ‘bash’ ‘CLI

Change directory cd exanpl e cd exanpl e dir exanple

Go up one directory cd. . cd .. dir »

Clear the screen  cls Press Ctrl-L Press Ctrl-L

Copy afile copy src dst Cp src dst copy src dst

Delete one file del file rmfile delete file

List files in directory dir I's cat

Show a message  echo nsg echo nsg echo mnsg

Create a directory md exanpl e nkdir exanple cdir exanple

Rename a file ren old new mv ol d new rename ol d new

Delete one directory rndir exanple rndir exanple delete exanple
Set a variable set var val set var val set var val
List text file contents type file cat file type file

Through the use of command aliases, described in the section Changing and adding
commands on page 508, it is even possible for RISC OS to accept the commands
from other operating systems. For example, if you are more familiar with the UNIX
commandl s listing files in the current directory then this can be aliased to the
RISC OS equivalent* Cat command if you wish.
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System devices

The operating system contains a number of useful system devices, which behave
like files in some ways. You can use them anywhere you would normally use a
filename as a source of input, or as a destination for output. These include:

System devices suitable for input

kbd: the keyboard, reading a line at a time (this allows editing using
Delete, Ctrl-U, and other keys)

r awkbd: the keyboard, reading a character at a time

serial : the serial port

paral | el : the parallel port

nul | : the 'null device’, which effectively gives no input

zero: a source of an infinite stream of byte zero

random pseudo random bytes

ur andom an alternative name forr andom

System devices suitable for output

vdu: the screen, using GSRead format (see page 518 )
rawdu: the screen, via the VDU drivers

serial : the serial port

paral | el : the parallel port

printer: the currently configured printer

netprint: the currently configured Econet network printer
nul | : the 'null device’, which discards all output

These system devices can be useful with commands such as * Copy , and the
redirection operators (> and<):

*Copy nyfile printer: Sendnyfile tothe printer

*Cat { > printer: } List the files in the current directory to the
printer

*Cat netprint: Display the currently selected network printer

and a list of available network printers.
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The system devicenul | is useful to suppress unwanted output from a command
script or program:

*myprogram { > null: } Runsnyprogram with no output

The most useful system devices for the general user are likely to be printer: and
netprint:

IRun and !Boot files within applications

If you Shift-double-click on an application you'll see a IRun file (it has the file type

Obey). An application’s IRun file is obeyed whenever you start the application. This
file sets up the application’s environment, loads any resources it requires and then
starts the application code (often called IRunlmage).

The application also contains a !Boot file; this is run when the application is first
‘'seen’ by the Filer because the directory containing the application is opened on
screen.

Using Draw as an example

Most IBoot and !Run files have lines containing Set commands. For example, Draw
sets up variables that include a RunType and a PrintType for the normal DrawFile
file type, &AFF.

Draw also sets up a variable called Draw$Di r which sets up the computer to
remember where the Draw application is on the computer. It uses another variable
calledObey$Di r , this contains the path of the directory in which the current obey

file is running.
You will find all these variables explained in greater detail later in this appendix.

If you look at the IRun file of Draw you'll also see some RMEnsure commands.
These particular commands are used to make RISC OS check the named module is
present in the RMA (relocatable module area). A module is a piece of software that
is loaded into the RMA.

System variables

Introducing system variables

System variables are used by RISC OS to store settings that control the behaviour
of the computer. For example, they store how you like the time and date to be
printed, how you want the * Copy command to work, and what prompt you like.
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However, unlike configuration features, your settings for system variables are not
preserved when you switch the computer off or reset it. When you do this, the
computer always goes back to the default values for the standard set of system
variables. You can see these default values by typing * Show just after switching on

your computer.

In addition to RISC OS system variables, applications commonly use variables of
their own, to control their default behaviour. For example, Edit uses variables to
store your choices of display font, background colour and so on. Some suggestions
for using them are also included later in this chapter.

Setting variables in a Boot file

If the default values are not the ones you want, you can change them using the
*Set command. The computer does not remember system variables between
sessions, so if you want different default values you must change the variable each
time you use your computer. Rather than typing them each time by hand, you can
include the*Set commands in a boot file (a file that is run each time you use the
computer).

However, although you could create such a boot file ‘by hand’, typing it in Edit, a
much easier way is to use the Task Manager’s Desktop settings facility, described in
The Boot applicationon page 111. You will then not need to understand anything
about system variables as such, since you can simply set up the desktop the way
you want it and make a Desktop settings file. Creating your own settings file by
editing one created by the Task Manager is the easiest way to start.

Referring to variables

Each variable is accessed by its name, which can contain any character which is
neither a space nor a control character. As with filenames, the case of characters is
remembered, but is ignored when the names are looked up.

What are variables for?

RISC OS uses the values of variables to make the desktop work. When you
double-click on a file (not an application), RISC OS looks up the alias for RUNning
that file type in the variable list. If it finds a match, the command stored in the
variable (for example RMLoad %*0) is executed, substituting the name of the file in
place of the marker %*0. If no match is found an error box is displayed. In general,
files which are displayed as white squares (they have no file type icon) will give this
error if you try to use them in this way.
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Application variables

There are many different system variables provided and used by RISC OS, as well

as some which may be added by applications. You can see them all by typing
*Show.

The following section gives standard names used for some of the variables that are
connected to a particular application.

App$Dir

AnApp$Di r variable gives the full pathname of the directory that holds the
applicationApp . This is typically set in the application’s [Run file by the line:

Set App$Dir <Chey$Dir>
App$Path and App$Path_Message

AnApp$Pat h variable gives the full pathname of the directory that holds the
application App . AnApp$Pat h variable differs from an App$Di r variable in two

important respects:
The pathname includes a trailing "’

The variable may hold a set of pathnames, separated by commas.

AnApp$Pat h_Message variable gives an alternative error message to be used if
the path App: cannot be found. This message is then used instead of the default
one provided by RISC OS.

[t's common to use an App3$Di r variable rather than anApp$Pat h variable, but
there may be times when you need the latter.

AnApp$Pat h variable might, for example, be set in the application’s IRun file by
the line:

Set App$Path <Cbey$Dir>., % App.
if the application held further resources in the subdirectory App of the library.
AppS$PrintFile

AnApp$PrintFile variable holds the name of the file or system device to which
the application App prints. Typically this will be printer: , and would be setin
your application’s IRun file as follows:

Set App$PrintFile printer:
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App$Resources

AnApp$Resour ces variable gives the full pathname of the directory that holds
the application App ‘s resources. This might be set in the application’s IRun file by
the line:

Set App$Resources App: Resources

Note the use of App: to make reference to App$Pat h .
App$Running

AnApp$Runni ng variable shows that the application App is running. It should
have value 'Yes' if the application is running. This might be used in the
application’s IRun file as follows:

If "App$Running" <> "" then Error App is already running
Set App$Running Yes

Changing and adding commands
Alias$Command

AnAl i as$Comuand variable is used to define a new command named Conmand .
For example:

Set Alias$Now Tine

By using the name of an existing command, you can change how it works.

Using file types
File$Type_XXX

AFil e$Type_XXX variable holds the textual name for a file having the
hexadecimal file type XXX. It is typically set in the |Boot file of an application that
provides and edits that file type. For example:

Set Fil e$Type_XXX TypeNane

The reason the !Boot file is used rather than the IRun file is so that the file type can
be converted to text from the moment its ‘parent’ application is first seen, rather
than only from when it is run.

Alias$@LoadType_XXX, Alias$@PrintType_XXX and Alias$@RunType_XXX

These variables set the commands used respectively to load, print and run a file of
hexadecimal type XXX. They are typically set in the |Boot file of an application that
provides and edits that file type.
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For example:

Set Alias$@rint Type XXX / <Coey$Dir> -Print
Set Alias$@unType XXX [/ <Cobey$Dir >

Note that the above lines both have a trailing space (invisible in print!).

The reason the !Boot file is used rather than the !Run file is so that files of the
given type can be loaded, printed and run from the moment their ‘parent’
application is first seen, rather than only from when it is run.

Setting the command line prompt

CLI$SPrompt

TheCLI $Pronpt  variable sets the command line interpreter prompt. By default
this is "*". One common way to change this is so that the system time is displayed
as a prompt. For example:

Set Macro CLI $Pronpt <Sys$Ti me> *
This is set as a macro so that the system time is evaluated each time the prompt is

displayed.

CLI$Greeting

TheCLI $G eeting variable sets the text shown when the ShellCLI command
line interpreter prompt first starts. This line is only shown once, unlike
CLI $Pronpt , and can be used to override the default. For example:

Set CLI$G eeting “Welcone to the command pronpt”

There's more on this in Creating your own command line prompt on page 512.

Configuring RISC OS commands

Copy$Options, Count$Options and Wipe$Options

These variables set the behaviour of the * Copy , * Count and*W pe commands.
For a full description type *Hel p command at the command line.

System path variables

File$Path and Run$Path

These variables control where files are searched for during read operations or
execute operations. They are both path variables, which means that - in common
with other path variables - they consist of a comma-separated list of full
pathnames, each of which has a trailing *.".
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If you wish to add a pathname to one of these variables, you must ensure that you
append it once, and once only. For example, to add the 'bin’ subdirectory of an
application toRun$Pat h , you could use the following lines in the application’s
IBoot file:

If "<App$Path>" = "" then Set Run$Path <Run$Path>, <Cbey$Dir>. bin.
Set App$Path <Cbey$Dir>.

Obey files

Obey$Dir

TheObey$Dir variable is set to the directory from which an Obey file is being run,
and may be used by commands within that Obey file.

Time and date

Sys$Time, Sys$Date and Sys$Year

These variables are code variables that are evaluated at the time of their use to
give, respectively, the current system time, date and year.

Sys$DateFormat

The Sys$Dat eFor mat  variable sets the format in which the date is presented by
some commands.

ISystem and !Scrap

System$Dir and System$Path

These variables give the full pathname of the System application. They have the
same value, except that Syst ensPat h has a trailing '.", whereas Syst en®Di r

does not. You must not change these values.

(There are two versions of this pathname for compatibility with some old
applications). System and Scrap are contained in the Boot application.
Wimp$Scrap

TheW np$Scrap variable gives the full pathname of the Wimp scrap file used by
the file transfer protocol. You must not use this variable for any other purpose, nor
change its value.
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Wimp$ScrapDir

TheW np$ScrapDir  variable gives the full pathname of a scrap directory within
the Scrap application, which you may use to store temporary files. You must not
use this variable for any other purpose, nor change its value.

The desktop

Desktop$File

TheDeskt op$Fil e variable shows the desktop boot file that was used to start
the desktop.

Wimp$Font and Wimp$FontSize and Wimp$FontWidth

These variables set the desktop font if the font chosen is not one of the ROM fonts

supplied with the computer. The W np$Font variable holds the name, while the
W np$Font Si ze andW np$Font Wdt h set the size (in 1 16ths of a point) if the

default is not acceptable.

Wimp$State

TheW np$St ate variable shows the current state of the Wimp. If the desktop is
running, it has the value ‘desktop’; otherwise it has the value ‘commands’.
Wimp$lconTheme

TheW np$l conTheme variable contains the name of the style of icons currently
selected for the desktop. It has a trailing "." which allows the variable to be inserted
into the middle of a pathname and still form a valid one overall.

Command and application options and other variables

Some commands, such as* Copy and*W pe, can operate in a variety of ways. For
example, you can effectively turn* Copy into a Move command by setting the
D(elete) option, which deletes the source file after copying it to another directory
or filing system. You would do this by typing

*Set Copy$Options <Copy$Options> D

atthe command line prompt. These options are described in the entries for each
command in the file St ar Comms in the Docunent s. User Gui de  directory.
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A few applications also use system variables to record their current configuration.
Such variables use the formatApp$Opt i ons , where App is the name of the

application in question. These variables will only be listed in the computer’s
response to the* Show command if you have changed them from their default
values.

In addition to ‘options’, applications may use other variables for a variety of
purposes. For example, ChangeFSl allows the resolution of the index image read
from a PhotoCD to be set with the variable ChangeFSI $PCDI ndex . To avoid

having to carry out this action each time you use the application, you can put a
*Set command identifying the directory in your boot file, for example:

*Set ChangeFSl $PCDI ndex 3

Creating your own command line prompt

You can use a system variable to change the operating system prompt - normally *
- by setting the variable CLI $Pronpt  to (for example) the character #:

*Set CLI$Pronpt #

You can also set one variable to the value of another:

*Set CLI$Pronpt <Sys$Tine> *

This sets the prompt to the system time, but only does so once, when the
command is given. However, it would clearly be more useful if the prompt always
showed the currenttime. To do this, change CLI $Pronpt from a variable into a

macro. A macro is similar to a variable, but is evaluated every time it is used,
instead of just once when it is set. Therefore, type the following:

*Set Macro CLI $Pronpt <Sys$Ti ne> *

Each time Return is pressed at the command line prompt a new prompt is given
(unless you have not typed anything since the last Return; you will then be
returned to the desktop); the current time is worked out and displayed, followed by
a space character and an asterisk:

12:59: 06 *
12:59: 07 *
12:59:08 *

Passing values between programs

Programmers can use system variables to pass values between programs. One
program can create and write to a variable which another program can then read.
Such variables should have names starting App$ , where App is your program; this
avoids problems caused by different programs using the same system variable
names.
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Command scripts

Command scripts are files of commands that you would normally type in at the
command line prompt. There are two main uses for such files:

To set up the computer to the state you want, either when you switch on or
when you start an application.

This type of command script is commonly known as a boot file, because it is
used to 'boot up’ the computer. You can create such a file without needing to
know anything about the command line, using the Desktop settings facility in

the Task Manager, described in The Boot application on page 111.

To save typing in a set of commands you find yourself using frequently.

For example, if you often want to display information about a file and then
print it, you can combine the commands *Fi | el nfo and*Type into a

command script.

You may find using an Al i as$ ... variable to be better for the second case. The
main advantage of using variables rather than command files is that they are held
in memory and so are quicker in execution; however, they are only really suitable
for short commands. If you use variables you will probably still want to use a
command file to set them up when you switch on.

Command and Obey file types

There are two types of file you can use for command scripts: Command files, and
Obey files. The differences between these two file types are:

An Obey file is always passed to the command line interpreter, whereas a
Command file is passed to the current input stream.

An Obey file is read directly, whereas a Command file is treated as if it were
typed at the keyboard (and hence usually appears on the screen).

An Obey file sets the system variable Cbey$Di r to the directory itis in.

An Obey file can have parameters passed to it.

The differences between Command and Obey files are demonstrated in an example
on page 516.

Additionally there are the TaskExec and TaskObey file types. These are very similar
to Command and Obey files. Their main advantage is that they multi-task under
the desktop:

A TaskExec file is *Exec’d in a task window.

A TaskObey file is *Obey'd, opening a task window only if needed for I/O. It
quits the window when finished.
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It is recommended that you don't use * Copy and related filer commands in
TaskObey files in order to make them multi-task - use the Filer instead.

Creating a command script

A command script can be created using any text editor. If you create the file using
Edit, you should set the file's type by pressing Menu over the Edit icon on the icon
bar and choosing the desired file type, such as Command or Obey.

When you save the file you should consider in which directory you will save it. By
default, files are looked for first in the current directory, then in the library.
Therefore, if you want to avoid having to type the full pathname of the file every
time you run it you should save it in one of the following:

The directory from which the command script will be run (typically within an
application directory).

The library. The library is typically$. Li brary , but may be$. ArthurLib on
a network, and has the special abbreviation %,
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Running the script

Provided that you have set the file type to Command or Obey, the file can then be
run in the same ways as any other file, by

typing its name at the * prompt

typing its name preceded by a * at any other prompt (some applications may
not support this)

double-clicking on its icon in a directory display.

The same restrictions apply as with any other file. If the file is not in either your
current directory or the library, it will not be found if you just give the filename; you

must give its full pathname. This assumes you have not changed the value of the
system variable Run$Pat h .

Making a script run automatically
You can make scripts run automatically
from the network when you first log on
from a disc when you first switch the computer on
from an application directory when the application is run.

You'll find information on how to do this in The Boot applicationon page 111.

Using parameters

An Obey file - but not a Command file - can have parameters passed to it, which
can then be used by the command script. The first parameter is referred to as %0,
the second as %1, and so on. You can refer to all the parameters after a particular
one by putting a * after the %, so %*1 would refer to all the parameters from the
second one onwards.

These parameters are substituted before the line is passed to the command line
interpreter. Thus if an Obey file calledDi spl ay contained:

Filelnfo 9%
Type %

then the command *Di spl ay MFi |l e would do this:

Filelnfo MFile
Type MFile

Sometimes you do not want parameter substitution. For example, suppose you
wish to define an alias command called "WhoRuns' in your file, such as:

Set Alias$WioRuns Show Alias$@unType_ <%>

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 515



RISC OS / USER GUIDE COMMAND SCRIPTS

If you were to include the * Set command in an Obey file, when the file is obeyed
the %0 will be replaced by the first parameter passed to the file (if any). To prevent
the substitution you need to change the % to %%:

Set Ali as$WioRuns Show Al i as$@unType_ <%WO>

Now when the file is run, the ‘%%0’ is changed to ‘%0’". No other substitution occurs
at this stage, and the desired alias is set up.

Examples

These example files illustrate some of the differences between Command and
Obey files:

Example 1

*BASI C

AUTO

FOR J= 1 TO 10
PRINT "Hell o"

NEXT J

END

If this is a command file, it will enter the BASIC interpreter, and input the file
shown. The command script will end with the BASIC interpreter waiting for another
line of input. You can then press Escape to get a prompt, type RUN to run the

program, and then type QUI T to leave BASIC. This script shows how a command

file is passed to the input, and can change what is accepting its input (in this case
to the BASIC interpreter).

On the other hand, if this is an Obey file it will be passed to the command line
interpreter, and an attempt will be made to run these commands:

*BASI C

*AUTO

*FOR I =1 TO 10
* PRINT "Hello"
*NEXT |

*END

Only the first command is valid, as an Obey file all this does is to leave you in the
BASIC interpreter. Type QUI T to leave BASIC; you will then get an error message
sayingFile "AUTO not found, generated by the second line in the file.
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Example 2
The next example illustrates how control characters are handled:

echo <7>
echo |<7>

The control characters are represented in GSTrans format (see Using GS formats in
scripts on page 518). These are not interpreted until the echo command is run, and
are only interpreted then because echo expects GSTrans format.

The first line sends an ASCII 7 to the VDU drivers, sounding a beep. In the second
line, the | preceding the < changes it from the start of a GSTrans sequence to just
representing the character <, so the overall effect is:

echo <7> Send ASCII 7 to VDU drivers - beeps
echo |<7> Send <7> to the screen
Example 3

The last examples are a Command file:

*Set Alias$nore % echo |<14>m % ype -tabexpand % 0| m %cho |<15>

and an Obey file that has the same effect:

Set Alias$nore %echo |<14>|m % ype -tabexpand %60| m %cho |<15>

The only differences between the two examples are that the Command file has a
preceding * added, to ensure that the command is passed to the command line
interpreter, and that the Obey file has the % 0 changed to %84 0 to delay the

substitution of parameters.

The file creates a new command nor e by setting the variable Al i as$nore .
The%characters that precede echo andt ype ensure that the actual
commands are used, rather than an aliased version of them.

The sequence | mrepresents a carriage return in GSTrans format (see Using GS
formats in scripts below). It is used to separate the commands, just as Return
would if you were typing the commands.

The twoecho commands turn scroll mode on, then off, by sending the control
characters ASCII 14 and 15 respectively to the VDU drivers.

The | before each < prevents the control characters from being interpreted until
the aliased command nor e js run.

The command turns scroll mode on, types a file to the screen expanding tabs as it
does so, and then turns scroll mode off. The Scroll Lock key also stops the screen
from scrolling up while active.
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Using GS formats in scripts

The GSTrans and GSRead formats are used by a number of commands that need to
be able to handle control characters, and characters whose top bit is set. They
enable you to use these characters, which would otherwise cause unpredictable
output from your monitor or printer, and which would be difficult to enter directly
from the keyboard. The two formats are identical.

The GSRead or GSTrans format is used by some commands to read characters that
you type in. The characters are interpreted using the following conventions:

A character preceded by a | is converted into the relevant control code: |C
would become ASCII 3 (which is Ctrl C).

An integer within angle brackets is converted into the equivalent ASCII code:
<7> would become ASCII 7.

A variable name within angle brackets is replaced by the value held in the
variable, or is ignored if the variable does not exist.

All other characters are unchanged.

A full list of ASCIl codes and how to obtain them is given below. Of course, any
ASCIl code may be obtained by enclosing it in angle brackets as described above,
and this may be easier to remember than the symbol encoding.

ASCll code  Symbols used

0 | @
1-26 [letter e.g. | A(orla) =ASCIl 1
[ M(or| m = ASCII 13
27 Il orl{
28 I\
29 [T or|}
30 [~ or| ~
31 | _orl’
32-126 keyboard character, except for:
" k
| |
< |<
127 | ?
128 - 255 | ! coded- synbol e.g. ASCII128=|!| @

ASCII 129 =| | A etc

You must use| < to prevent the< from being interpreted as the start of a number
or variable name enclosed in angled brackets.
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To include leading spaces in a definition, the string must be in double quotation
marks,” , which are not included in the definition. To include a literal * character

in the string, use| " or
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Appendix B: BBC BASIC

BBBC BASIC is still one of the most popular and widely-used versions of the

BASIC programming language. It consists of special keywords from which the
programmer can create sequences of instructions, or programs, to be carried out
by the computer. Such programs might perform calculations, create graphics on
the screen, manipulate data, or carry out virtually any action involving the
computer and the devices connected to it.

The BASIC language operates within an environment provided by the computer’s
operating system. The operating system is responsible for controlling the devices
available to the computer, such as the keyboard, the screen, and the filing system.
For example, it is the operating system which reads each key you press and
displays the appropriate character on the screen. Operating system commands can
be entered directly from within BASIC by prefixing them with an asterisk (*).

If you want to find out more about the BBC BASIC programming language, you
need the BBC BASIC Reference Manual available from your supplier.

On-line help is available within BASIC; just type HELP (in uppercase) for more
information.

BBC BASICV and VI
There are two variants of BBC BASIC supplied with RISC OS: BASIC V and BASIC VI.

BASIC V is the most commonly used interpreter. BASIC VI is very similar to BASIC

V, except that it uses 8 bytes (or 64 bits) to store floating point numbers, and is

sometimes known as BASICé4 for this reason. BASIC V only uses 5 bytes, so it is
slightly less accurate.

The 8 byte representation used follows the IEEE 754 floating point standard and
will make use of a Floating Point Accelerator o Vector Floating Point hardware ﬂoating

point unit if it is available.

BASIC VI is used by some applications where the extra precision is important, for
example SciCalc, so it may get loaded into memory without you having to take any
special action.

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 521



RISC OS / USER GUIDE ENTERING BASIC

BASIC programs saved from both BASIC V and BASIC VI are the same and can be
run using either one, however floating point numbers written to data files using the
PRINT# keyword are incompatible and will need to be read back in using the
INPUT# keyword on the same version of BASIC with which they were written.

Entering BASIC

BASICV

To start BASIC V, open the Task Manager menu and choose the Task window
option or press Ctrl-F12. Then type the following:

BASI C
Press Return, and the BASIC V version and memory will be displayed on the screen.

BASIC can also be started from the New Task option on the Task Manager menu or
from the command line (press F12).

BASIC VI
To start BASIC VI, proceed as for BASIC V, but instead you would type the following:
BASI C64

Press Return, and the BASIC VI version and memory will be displayed on the
screen.

Leaving BASIC
To leave BASIC, type QUI T (which must be in uppercase) or type *Qui t .

Writing and editing BASIC files

Edit will automatically convert BASIC programs to and from BASIC's special
tokenised format, so you can do all editing of BASIC using Edit as described in the
section Writing and editing BASIC programs on page 271.

BASIC also includes a simple editor of its own called the ARM Basic Editor
(ARMBE). This resides as a module on disc which BASIC will load when you type
the command EDIT in immediate mode. Press Ctrl-F5 to show the help for ARMBE,
or Shift-F4 to return to the BASIC prompt.

Note that ARMBE will not work from a task window as it uses graphical control
codes drawn on the screen. To edit BASIC files in the desktop, use Edit.
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Command line syntax for BASIC

The following pages describe in full the command line interface for BASIC V and
BASIC VI.
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*BASIC

The command to enter the BASIC V interpreter.

Syntax
*BASI C [options]

Purpose
To activate the BASIC interpreter.

Theoptions control how the interpreter will behave when it starts, and when any
program that it executes terminates. If no option is given, BASIC simply starts with
a message of the form:

ARM BBC BASIC V (O Acorn 1989

Starting with 651516 bytes free

>

The number of bytes free in the above message will depend on the amount of
memory in your Next slot. The first line is also used for the default REPORT
message, before any errors occur.

One of three options may follow the * BASI C command to cause a program to be
loaded, and, optionally, executed automatically. Alternatively, you can use a
program that is already loaded into memory by passing its address to the
interpreter. Each of these possibilities is described in turn below.

In all cases where a program is specified, this may be a tokenised BASIC program,
as created by a SAVE command, or a textual program, which will be tokenised (and
possibly renumbered) automatically.

*BASIC -help

This command causes BASIC to print some help information describing the
options documented here. Then BASIC starts as usual.

*BASIC [-chain] filenane

If you give afil ename after the*BASI C command, optionally preceded by the
keyword- chai n, then the named file is loaded and executed. When the program
stops, BASIC enters immediate mode, as usual.
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*BASIC -quit filenane

This behaves in a similar way to the previous option. However, when the program
terminates, BASIC quits automatically, returning to the environment from which
the interpreter was originally called. If you have a variable BASI C$Cr unch

defined, it also performs a CRUNCH %4111 on the program. This is the default
action used by BASIC programs that are executed as * commands. In addition, the
function QUIT returns TRUE if BASIC is called in this fashion.

*BASIC -load filenane
This option causes the file to be loaded automatically, but not executed. BASIC

remains in immediate mode, from where the program can be edited or executed as
required.

*BASIC @tart, end

This acts in a similar way to the - | oad form of the command. However, the
program that is ‘loaded’ automatically is not in a file, but already in memory.
Following the @are two addresses. These give, in hexadecimal, the address of the

start of the in-core program, and the address of the byte after the last one. The
program is copied to PAGE and tokenised if necessary.

Note that the in-core address description is fixed format. It should be in the form:
@XXXXXXXX, XXXXXXXX
wherex means a hexadecimal digit. Leading zeros must be supplied. The

command line terminator character must come immediately after the last digit. No
spaces are allowed.

*BASIC -chain @&@tart, end

This behaves like the previous option, but the program is executed as well. When
the program terminates, BASIC enters immediate mode.

*BASIC -quit @tart,end

This option behaves as the previous one, but when the BASIC program terminates,

BASIC automatically quits. The QUIT flag will return TRUE during the execution of
the program.

Examples

*BASI C

*BASIC -quit shell Prog
*BASI C @O0O0ADFOC, 000AE345
*BASIC -chain fred
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*BASIC64

The command to enter the BASIC VI interpreter.

Syntax
*BASI C64 [ options]

Purpose

This has exactly the same purpose as the *BASI C command, and takes the same
options, the only difference being that it enters the BASIC VI interpreter instead of
the BASIC V interpreter.

If no option is given, BASIC VI simply starts with a message of the form:

ARM BBC BASIC VI (FPA) (C Acorn 1989

Starting with 581628 bytes free

>

The text in brackets on the first line of the message shows whether the FPA or VFP
version of BASIC VI has been started. This will depend on the type of CPU in your
computer. The number of bytes free in the above message will depend on the
amount of free space in your Next slot.

Examples

* BASI C64

*BASI C64 -quit shell Prog
*BASI C64 @O00ADFOC, 000AE345
*BASI C64 -chain fred
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Appendix C: RISC OS file types

FFile types are three-digit hexadecimal numbers. They are divided into ranges:

EOO - FFF  allocated for use with generic data types

400 - DFF  allocated to applications from commercial software houses
100 - 3FF  allocated to applications published by individuals

000 - OFF  free for personal use in applications not to be distributed

For each type, there may be a default action on loading and running the file. These

actions may change, depending on whether the desktop is in use, and which
applications have been seen. The system variables Al i as$@oadType_XXX and

Ali as$@unType_XXX give the actions (XXX = file type).

Some types have a textual equivalent set, which may be used in most commands
(but not in the above system variables) instead of the hexadecimal code. The
system variable Fi | e$Type_XXX provides the textual equivalent.

You should use the hexadecimal file type in command scripts and in programs,
otherwise you will find that your files will give an error if you try to run them on a
machine that uses a territory in a different language.

The operating system sets up several textual equivalents by default - for example,
file type &FFF is set to have the textual equivalentText : these are indicated in the

table below by a dagger ‘1. Other textual equivalents may be set when an
application is booted - for example, Maestro sets up file type &AF1 to be Musi ¢ ;

these textual equivalents are indicated in the table below by an asterisk ™*'.

Files transferred from outside RISC OS may not have a file type. This could be
because they arrived from an operating system which doesn't use them, or where a
separate message header was used to describe the content type. Examples of this
situation that you might encounter are

the three letter extensions used with DOSFS (see Transferring files between
computers on page 141);

the Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions ysed by MIME com patib|e emails.

The Internet application, introduced in The Resources directory on page 112, contains
a database which maps from MIME types to filename extensions to RISC OS file
types and back again; this is the MimeMap.

The following types are currently used or reserved by RISC OS. Not all file types
used by software houses are shown. This list may be extended from time to time:
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Generic file types
Type Description Textual equivalent
FFF  Plain ASCII text Text T
FFE  Command (Exec) file Command T
FFD Data Data T
FFC  Position independent code Utility T
FFB  Tokenised BASIC program BASIC T
FFA  Relocatable module Module T
FF9  Sprite or saved screen Sprite T
FF8  Absolute application loaded at &8000 Absolute T
FF7 BBC font file (sequence of VDU operations) BBC font T
FF6 Outline font Font T
FF5 PostScript PoScript T
FF4 Dot Matrix data file Printout T
FF3  LaserJet data file LaserJet
FF2  Configuration (CMOS RAM) Config T
FF1 Raw unprocessed data (e.g. terminal streams) RawData
FFO  Tagged Image File Format TIFF *
FED Palette data Palette T
FEC Template file Template T
FEB  Obey file Obey T
FEA  Desktop commands file Desktop T
FE6  UNIX executable UNIX Ex
FE4  DOSfile DOS T
FE1 Make commands file Make
FDC Unresolvable UNIX soft link SoftLink
FDB  Text using CR and LF for line ends TextCRLF
FDA DOS batch file MSDOSbat
FD9 DOS executable file MSDOSexe
FD8 DOS command file MSDOScom
FD7  Obey file in a task window TaskObey T
FD6  Execfile in a task window TaskExec T
FD5 DOS picture file Pict

FD4 International MIDI Assoc. MIDlfiles standard MIDI
FD3 DDE: debuggable absolute application image Deblmage
FD1 BASIC stored as text BASICTxt
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Type
FCF
FCC
FCA
FC9
FC8
FCé6
FC3
FC2
FB2
FB1
FBO
FAF
FAE
F98
F96
F95
F91
F8F
F8E
F89
F88
F82
F81
F80
F7F
F76
F75
F74
FOD
E1F

Description

Font cache

Device object within DeviceFS
Single compressed file

Sun raster file

DOS discimage

Printer definition

Patch description file

Audio interchange file format
Audio video interleave
Waveform audio data

DDE: Allocation request
Hypertext markup language
Toolbox resource

Photoshop picture

Generic sound container
Generic code container

RISC OS FILE TYPES

Textual equivalent
Cache T
Device

*

Squash
SunRastr
DOSDisc T
PrintDfn *
Patch *
AIFF

AVI

Waveform

Allocate

HTML

Resource T
PhotoShp
GenSound

Code T

Universal resource identifier web page link URI

Wireless bitmap picture

Wireless markup language

UNIX compressed data

Real audio data

Java archive executable

Javascript or ECMAScript program
Extensible markup language

XML document type definition
Extended display identification data
Javascript object notation

YAML data serialisation language
Tab separated values

Executable and linkable format program
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WBMP
WML
GZip

F88

JAR
JSScript
XML
XML_DTD
EDID T
JSON
YAML
TSV

ELF
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Commercial software file types

Type Description Textual equivalent
DFE  Comma separated values CSv

DEA  Data exchange format (AutoCAD etc) DXF *
DDC Multiple compressed files Archive *
DBO Lotus 123 file WK1

CE5 TEXfile TeX

CAF  IGES graphics IGES

CAE  Hewlett-Packard graphics language HPGLPIlot

C85  JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group) file JPEG *
C46  UNIX tape archive Tar *
BE8 Kodak PhotoCD image PhotoCD T
BBC BBC ROM file (ROMFS) BBC ROM T
B60  Portable network graphics PNG

AFF  Drawfile DrawfFile T
AFE  Mouse event record Mouse

AF1  Maestro file Music *
AE9  Alarm file Alarms *
AE7  Acorn Replay movie file ARMovie

AE6  Microsoft Word document MSWord

AE5  Python script Python

ADF  Adobe portable document format PDF

A%91  Phil Katz Zip compressed files Zip *
A7E XML Microsoft Word document MSWordX

A7A  Moving JPEG MJPEG

A70  SQLite database SQLiteDB

A6D  Genealogical Data Communication GEDCOM

A69  Image colour matching profile ICM

Ab66  Compressed image file WebP

A65  Wavelet based JPEG compressed image file JPEG2000
Ab64  MPEG-4 Part 14 digital multimedia container MP4

A63  Matroska video container MKV
A62  Audio Data Transport Stream container ~ ADTS
A61  Quite OKimage QOl
A60  Digital Imaging and Comms in Medicine scan DICOM
A5F  High Dynamic Range camera image HDR

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 530



RISC OS / USER GUIDE RISC OS FILE TYPES
Type Description Textual equivalent
A5E  Paint Shop Pro image PSP
A5D  Paint Shop Pro (version 8 and later) image PSPImage
A5C 3D Studio vector graphics 3DS
A5B  POV-Ray ray traced scene file POVRay
A5A  Drawing file (AutoCAD etc) DWG
A59 Initial Graphics Exchange Specification file IGES
A58  Stereolithography CAD design STL
6A5  Microsoft Windows mouse cursorimage CUR
69D  TrueVsion Targa image Targa
69C  Microsoft Windows bitmap image BMP
697  ZSoft PCX image PCX

695  CompuServe graphics interchange format GIF

Public domain software file types

Type Description Textual equivalent
132 Microsoft Windows icon image ICO
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Appendix D: Old-type screen modes

T his appendix gives information about the numbered screen modes that were

used with earlier versions of the RISC OS operating system. This information is
only needed for backward compatibility purposes: for example, you may be using
an old software application or game that demands a particular old type screen
mode.

Display Manager

This section gives a quick recap on how the screen Display Manager operates and
where to find more information.

In the Screen setup plug-in of Configure, the type of monitor used with your
computer is defined. This controls the selection of resolutions used by the Display
Manager. It is described in Screen setup plug-in on page 101.

Use the Display Manager to choose the display resolution and number of colours
used by the desktop. The Display Manager is described in Desktop colours and
resolution on page 62.

e

The display options that your monitor can use depend upon the characteristics of
your monitor. These characteristics are described in a special file called aMonitor

DefinitionFile, or MDF. This file is tuned to each monitor type and should not
normally be changed. In some cases the MDF will be created automatically by
querying the monitor itself using Extended Display Identification Data, or EDID.

Numbered screen modes

Numbered screen modes were the way colours and resolutions were selected prior
to RISC OS 3.50, but they are still understood by your computer.

There are several reasons why you may want to use an old type screen mode:
To play a game that demands an old type screen mode.
To use an application that demands an old type screen mode.

To generate old type sprite files using Paint.
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Choosing a numbered mode

You can choose old-type numbered modes from the Display Manager icon bar
menu. Choose the Mode window, delete any information in the box, and then type
in the mode number you want to use. Click on OK

__Display |
Info » Mode

R

If your chosen mode is not available, the Display Manager will substitute one with
the same number of colours.

Old type sprite files

Your computer uses a new sprite file format, the file type used to save Paint
pictures. However you cannot use one of these new format sprite files on a
computer running versions older than RISC OS 3.50. If you want to use a sprite on
a computer running an earlier version of the operating system you should create it
while using one of the backward compatible screen modes. Alternatively the
graphic translator application ChangeFSI can convert between sprite types.

Mode table

The table of modes on the following pages show:
The mode number.
The text resolution in columns x rows.

The graphics resolution in pixels, which corresponds to the clarity of the
mode’s display.

The number of colours available.
The monitor types, from the list given on page 537, that support that mode.

Whether the mode can be used to show the desktop or not.
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List of screen modes

OLD-TYPE SCREEN MODES

This is the list of screen modes supplied with RISC OS. Third party suppliers may
produce software and hardware that supports different video modes; such modes
are not listed here.

Mode

0 N O oA W N = O

N N DD NN NNDNN N D aaa s
o O A W N = O VO 00 N O 1 B W N = O

Text
resolution

80 x 32
40 x 32
20 x 32
80 x 25
40 x 32
20 x 32
40 x 25
40 x 25
80 x 32
40 x 32
20 x 32
80 x 25
80 x 32
40 x 32
80 x 25
80 x 32
132 x 32
132 x 25
80 x 64
80 x 64
80 x 64
80 x 64
96 x 36
144 x 56
132 x 32
80 x 60
80 x 60
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Pixel
resolution

640 x 256
320 x 256
160 x 256
Text only
320 x 256
160 x 256
Text only
Teletext
640 x 256
320 x 256
160 x 256
640 x 250
640 x 256
320 x 256
640 x 250
640 x 256
1056 x 256
1056 x 250

640 x 512
640 x 512
640 x 512

640 x 512
768 x 288

1152 x 896
1056 x 256
640 x 480
640 x 480

Logical Monitor

colours types

2
4
16

I O N N

256

16
256
16
256
16
16
2

4
16
256
16
2
256
2

4

0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1,3,4
0,1

0,1

1

1

1

1

0,1

2

0,1
1,3,4,5
1,3,4,5

Desktop Notes
mode?

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes
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Mode

27

28
29

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53

Notes

Text
resolution

80 x 60
80 x 60
100 x 75
100 x 75
100 x 75
100 x 75
96 x 36
96 x 36
96 x 36
96 x 36
112 x 44
112 x 44
112 x 44
112 x 44
80 x 44
80 x 44
80 x 44
80 x 25
80 x 25
80 x 25
45 x 60
40 x 60
40 x 60
40 x 30
40 x 30
40 x 30
40 x 30

Pixel
resolution

640 x 480

640 x 480
800 x 600

800 x 600
800 x 600
800 x 600
768 x 288
768 x 288
768 x 288
768 x 288
896 x 352
896 x 352
896 x 352
896 x 352
640 x 352
640 x 352
640 x 352
640 x 200
640 x 200
640 x 200
360 x 480
320 x 480
320 x 480
320 x 240
320 x 240
320 x 240
320 x 240

Logical Monitor
colours types

16

256
2

4
16
256

16
256

16
256

256
16
256

16
256

1,3,4,5
1,3,4,5
1,4

1,4

1,4

1,4

0,1

0,1

0,1

0,1

1

1

1

1

1,3,4
1,34
1,3,4
1,3,4
1,34
1,3,4
1,3,4
1,34
1,3,4
0,1,3,4,5
0,1,3,4,5
0,1,3,4,5
0,1,3,4,5

NUMBERED SCREEN MODES

Desktop Notes
mode?

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

1 These modes were not available in RISC OS 2.00, nor (except for mode 31)

were they available in RISC OS 2.01.
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2 These modes are not available on early models of RISC OS computers (i.e. the
Archimedes 300 series, 440, and 400/1 series, and the BBC A3000).

3 Ifyou are using a VGA or Super-VGA-type monitor, these modes are all
displayed on a screen having 352 raster lines. Where a mode has fewer than
352 vertical pixels, it is centred on the screen with blank lines at the top and
bottom. Because of their appearance these modes are known as letterbox
modes. The refresh rate is 70Hz.

These modes provide compatibility with BBC and Master series computers.

5 Inthese modes circles, arcs, sectors and segments do not look circular. This is
because the aspect ratio of the pixelsis notina 1:2, 1:1 or 2:1 ratio.

6 These are gap modes, where the colour of the gaps is not necessarily the same
as the text background.

These modes are only available from RISC OS 3.50 and later.
These modes are only available from RISC OS 5.06 and later.

Logical colours

In 256-colour modes, there are some restrictions on the control of the colours.
Only 64 base colours may be selected; 4 levels of tinting turn the base colours into
256 shades. Also, the selection from the colour palette of 4096 shades is only
possible in groups of 16.

When selecting a numbered mode RISC OS 5 may substitute it with one of the
same resolution, but with a different number of logical colours, in order to match
the capabilities of the graphics hardware in your computer.

Monitor types
The monitor type numbers which RISC OS uses are:

Standard 50Hz monochrome or colour television
Multi frequency monitor

High resolution monochrome monitor
VGA-type monitor

Super VGA-type monitor

LCD panel

8 Standard 60Hz monochrome or colour television

a b~ W N =0

Not all monitors can display all of the old type screen modes. If you attempt to
select a mode which is not appropriate to the current monitor type, a suitable
mode for that monitor is substituted.
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Appendix E: Removing a disc defect

This appendix shows you how to map out a defect in your disc should it develop

a problem during normal use.

What is a defect?

There are many types of media available for use with RISC OS, commonly found
examples include:

a spinning hard disc in a sealed metal unit
solid state drives (SSD)

memory cards of various form factors
removable 3.5" floppy discs

USB flash drives

Regardless of media type, each disc is divided up into small storage units called
sectors and these sectors can sometimes fail through electrical wear or mechanical
damage.

While the filing system is accessing the disc, it may encounter a failed sector and
retry the access, ultimately giving up and reporting an error message such as:

Disc error 13 at :4/00001C00

This suggests that you have found a disc defect. You might also find a disc defect if
you are verifying your disc.

Removing a defect

Having encountered such a disc error, it is possible to tell the filing system not to
use that sector again in future; you can still use the rest of your disc.

Assuming that you saw an error message such as:
Disc error 13 at :4/00001C00
write it down.

The number after the colon is the drive number, followed by the disc address as a
hexadecimal number. With large capacity media the disc address could be up to 16
digits long.
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1 Atthe command line type * Def ect , the disc name and the last part of the
disc address:

*Defect :4 00001C00
2 If this section of disc is in use you will see a message such as:

$.nyfilel has defect at offset 800
$.nyfile2 nust be noved

3 Tryto copy the named files to another part of the disc (into another directory)
and delete the originals. The affected part of the disc is now unallocated.

4 Atthe command line type the * Def ect command again:

*Defect :4 00001CO0

The affected part of the disc is now made inaccessible.

Technical details

The*Def ect command is more formally described on page 541.
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*Defect

Reports what object contains a defect, or (if none) marks the defective part of the
disc so it will no longer be used.

Syntax

*Def ect disc_spec di sc_addr

Parameters
di sc_spec the name of the disc or number of the disc drive
di sc_addr the hexadecimal disc address where the defect exists,
which must be a multiple of the sector size (typically 256,
512, 1024 or 4096) - that is, it must end in ‘00"’
Use

*Defect reports what object contains a defect, or (if none) marks the defective
part of the disc so it will no longer be used. *Def ect is typically used after a disc

error has been reported, and the *Veri fy command has confirmed that the disc
has a physical defect, and given its disc address.

If the defect is in an unallocated part of the disc, * Def ect will render that part of
the disc inaccessible by altering the ‘map’ of the disc.

If the defectis in an allocated part of the disc,* Def ect tells you what object
contains the defect, and the offset of the defect within the object. This may enable
you to retrieve most of the information held within the object, using suitable
software. You must then delete the object from the defective disc.* Def ect may

also tell you that some other objects must be moved: you should copy these to
another disc, and then delete them from the defective disc. Once you have
removed all the objects that the * Def ect command listed, there is no longer
anything allocated to the defective part of the disc; so you can repeat the * Def ect

command to make it inaccessible.

Sometimes the disc will be too badly damaged for you to successfully delete
objects listed by the*Def ect command. In such cases the damage cannot be
repaired, and you must restore the objects from a recent backup.
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Appendix F: Character sets

T his chapter shows the character tables for the alphabets available on your

RISC OS computer. The Latin1 character set is the alphabet normally used by
the desktop, although this can be changed for different territories.

Most alphabets have a number of undefined characters. They are shown in the
following character tables by a light grey square.

The character codes 0 - 31 and 127 are not printable characters. They are shown by
a dark grey square.

Loading an alphabet

You can load an alternative alphabet using the * Al phabet command which will

overlay the previous alphabet. Any undefined characters will leave the previous
character definition for that code in effect.

Whilst the alphabets shown in this chapter have at most 256 characters, the Font

Manager can also use the Unicode character set (which has up to 2,097,152
characters) by changing to the 8 bit Unicode Transformation Format  or UTF-8, alphabet.

How alphabets are initially set up

The default alphabet

The default system alphabet always contains all characters that are defined in the
Latin1 alphabet. Note that this definition has been gradually extended by the
addition of extra characters in the range &80 - &9F (128 - 159).

In the future some of these undefined characters may be used to further extend the
Latin1 alphabet, or their representation may change. Consequently, you must not
rely upon their initial representation.

The configured alphabet

The default alphabet is overlaid by the alphabet that is correct for the computer’s
configured territory, as set by*Configure Territory .
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Keyboard shortcuts

There are some useful keyboard shortcuts which you can use to access various
characters and alphabets while you are working. You can use these wherever you
can use the keyboard: for example, at the command line, in an application like
Edit, or when entering a filename to save a file.

Using top bit set characters

Although the easiest way of inserting top bit set characters (those that have a code
greater than 127) into your document is using the Chars application (see Charson

page 403) you can also insert them by using special key combinations. You enter
characters using the Alt key and the numeric keypad. For example:

Al't <decimal character code typed on numeric keypad>

enters the character corresponding to the character code typed.

Changing between alphabets
Alt Crl Fl1 Selectsthe keyboard layout appropriate to the country UK.

At Crl F2 Selects the keyboard layout appropriate to the country for
which the computer is configured (if available).

Switching between other alphabets

The following sequence also switches the keyboard layout:
1 Pressand hold Alt and Ctrl together.

2 Pressand release F12.

3 Release Ctrl.
4

Still holding Alt, type on the numeric keypad the international telephone
dialling code for the country you want (e.g. 49 for Germany, 39 for Italy, 33 for
France).

5 Release Alt.

A small number of keyboard layouts exist for which imaginary dialling codes have
been assigned so that they may be switched to using this technique:

Country Alphabet Dialling code

Wales Latin1 1222 (former area code for Cardiff)
Wales?2 Welsh 2222 (2nd layout for Wales)

Esperanto Latin3 1100

DvorakUK Latin1 9944 (99 followed by UK's dialling code)
DvorakUSA Latin1 991 (99 followed by USA'’s dialling code)
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Typing special characters

Sometimes you need to be able to type special characters that are not apparently
on the keyboard, such as accented characters, or symbols like ©. You can in fact get
at lots of extra characters using the Alt key. The section Typing special characters on
page 14 tells you much more about this.

Latin1 alphabet (ISO 8859-1)
This is the default alphabet used by RISC OS.

0 16 32 48 64 80 96 112128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240
+0 0|@/P "[pl€|" °/A|Dlald|o
+1 1|1|A|Qlalg W]’ |ij|+/AIN|&|f]|1
2 "I2[B|/R b|r|w|<|¢|2 AlO|a|o]|2
3 #/3/C|Sic|s » |23 A|0|a|6]3
+4 $|4|D|T d|t “lo| " |A|O|4a|8|4
+5 %|5|E{UlejulY|” ¥|u AlO|a|6]|s

6|F|V flv y|, ||71&O0|eld|s
7/G|W|/g|w - 1§ Clix|¢c|+|7
8/HIX h|x| |— |,  El@lelo]|s
9l1|Y ily| |-©'|E|Ulé|u]sg
J|Zjlz |2l E|U|é|ulaA
UKL k| {] Jeel«|» E|U|&|0]B
<LVt =% 1|0 [d]c
=/M| ] m|} ™t -|% i|Y]i|y]|D
>IN| " n|” %|fi ®3%|T|P|1|p|E
200/ o e[l ~|s T B]i]y]F
01t 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 A B C D E F
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Latin2 alphabet (ISO 8859-2)

0 16 32 48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240
+0 o|l@ P| |plel” *|RID f|d|o
1 1/AQla|q " Ala AN &A1
42 2(B/R|b|r |l |AINa|R|e2
+3 3|C/S|c|s » [L[t|A]O]d]6]3
+4 41D T|d|t “lo| " |A|O|a|6]|a
45 5/E Ulelu| ["|L|IT|[L|O1]6]5
+6 6|F VIflv| |,[S|$|C|O ¢|b|s
+7 7|G|Wig|w -8 |C|x|¢c|+]|7
+8 8|H|X|h|x —|"1,|C|R&|F]|s
+9 91 |Y|i|ly| |-|S|$|E|U é|a]o
10 JIZ|jlz| |CE|IS|s|E|U e|ula
11 UK [ k[{] |ee|T|t|E|U &|d|B
12 <{LI\|IH ] t|Z|2z|E|U élu]c
13 =M/ ]m|}|™ t|-|"|T|Y i|y|D
14 SIN " In| (% fi|Z|z]|T|T T]t]E
+15 ?O_o.-flzzﬁBa'F
0O 1 2 3 456 78 9 ABCTDEF
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Latin3 alphabet (ISO 8859-3)

0 16 32 48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240
+0 0|@|P "|p € °A| |a 0
+1 |1 |/A[Q alq " H|h A|N|&|A|1
2 "I2|B|R|b|r |12 AlO]a|d]|2
+3 #/3|C|S c|s s £13] |O] |63
+4 $/4|D|T d|t “ “IAO|alo]4
5/E|U e]u " nClGle|gls

6(F|V flvl |, Hh C|O|¢e|d]|e
7/G|W/g|w - 1§ Clix|¢c|+|7

8|H|X h|x| |— "|. E|Gle|g]|s

9l 1|Y ily| |-/i[1|E|Ulé|u]o9
J|Zjlz |CEIS|s E|U|é|ula
KT k| {] |elG|g E|U|&|a|B
<LVt 10 ale

=|M[] m|} ™[$ -|% i|U|i|d|D

>IN|[ " In| "~ %o fi 118[1]8]E
?O_O.'leZTB'I"F

01 2 3 456 7 8 9 ABC CDEF
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Latin4 alphabet (ISO 8859-4)

+0
+1
+2
+3
+4
+5
+6
+7
+8
+9
+10
+11
+12
+13
+14
+15

0 16 32

LATIN4 ALPHABET (ISO 8859-4)
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48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240
o|l@ Pl |pl€|l" °lA|Dla|d
1|{AQlalq "IAla AN &|n
2B/ R|b|r <|k|. |A|O &0
3|C|S|c|s » IR| r |A|K &k
41D T|d|t “lo| " |A|O 4|6
5|EU|e|u "IT|7|A|O &|6
6|F V| f|v SILLE|O &b
7|G|Wig|w -8 | Ixjl+
8|/H X|h|x| [—|"|.|C|lO ¢|o
9|1 |Y|ily| |-|[S|8|E|U &y

JIZ|jlz| |GE|E|e|E|U e|u
K[k {| |e|G|g|E|U &0
<LV t|F|t|E|U|eq
=M IIm|/}y[™t|-[n|[i|0]i]|a
SIN| " In| " |%|fi|Z|z|T|U T]|a
210 o« lf] In]i]B 7]
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 A B C D E F

- o
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Cyrillic alphabet (ISO 8859-5)

0 16 32 48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240

0

S T~ N M ¥ W0 O ~ 0o o << m O O W ow
S| o o|—|—|—| @] £|4c| x| w > =
ol Oo| k| > x| | 3| | 0| 3| 0l o Q| =
© O on|e| g ol X o S rs|X¥ o|l=|xT|o|E
OO FI>e|XDJ)7 3 d L0 D00 Q|x
<o W X o sS)SEX SIS T oc

U O | Q|| —[— || 2P| + >
D.G.FS.IUVWXV,Z{|}~.

c|lo|lo|v|lo|w~|Oc|l—|—x|—| E|lc| O
O g Dk D> X|>|N|—|—|—]c¢ _
@ <O AOjWL|O|IT|— "X dJ4/=Z20
Ol M| BV|O|~|0| D SV A e

— = || B3| B|- |—| —~|*x | +| -| ~

=) ol o < o © ~ o) o) o — (o] (o] =t [Te]
M ~— ~— ~— ~— ~— —
F O+ ¥ ¥ + +F F 4+ F F T T T T OT O

9 A B C D E F

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1
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Welsh alphabet (ISO IR-182)

+0
+1
+2
+3
+4
+5
+6
+7
+8
+9
+10
+11
+12
+13
+14
+15

0 16 32

WELSH ALPHABET (ISO IR-182)
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48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240
o@P| |ple|l® AW a|w
1A Qlalq "I |+|AIN &|A
2B/ R|b|r <|e¢l2|AlO al|o
3(C|S|c|s » 1213 1A|104]6
4/D|T|d|t “lo| " |A|O 4|6
5(E|Ule|u "1¥ ulA|Olald
6IF VIflvl |,|I[1&0 =6
7|G|Wig|w -8 |C|{x | ¢c|=+
8|H X|h|x| |—|W|/w|E|QO &lo
9|1 |Y|ily| |-|©["|E|U &

JIZ|jlz| |EW|WE|U &
K[k {| |ee|«|»|E|U &]|Q
<ILIN[EL LYy T o
=M ]m|}|™ t|-|W|T|Y iy
>IN “In| " (% fi|®@W|T|Y 1]}
?O_o.-fl‘"(;,'l'BTy
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 A B C D E F
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Greek alphabet (ISO 8859-7)

0 16 32 48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240
+0 0|@|P p cTni|mo
+1 I'f1]A|Qla|q “|x|A|Pla|p|1
+2 "12|B|R b|r ' B Blg|2
+3 #/3|/C|S|c|s 13 rzlylols
+4 $(4|D|T d|t €l |A|T|8|T]4
5/E|{Uje|u D|“|E|Y|e|luls
6|F|V f|v Al Zlo|T|o]e
7/G|W g|lw §(-HIXn|x|7
8 H|X h|x "EO|w|e|yls
91 |\Y|ily ©OH| I1|Q]1]|w]|9
JI1Zj|z TIKIT|k|i]|A
K[k «|» | AN|Y|N|U|B
<(L|\ 1 -|OM|a|ujo|cC
=M|] m|} -|%2N[€|v|U|D
>IN " |n|~ IYIZEIMIE 0|E
?O_o. -1Q/0|i]|o F

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ABC CDEF
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Hebrew alphabet (ISO 8859-8)

+0
+1
+2
+3
+4
+5
+6
+7
+8
+9
+10
+11
+12
+13
+14
+15

Unprintable character 253 is the left-to-right mark, used to set the printing

0

HEBREW ALPHABET (ISO 8859-8)

16 32 48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240
0|l@ P p ° N3
1/AQla|q + 3|0
2/B/R|b|r ¢ |2 1|y
3|C S|c]|s £3 709
4/D|T|d|t ol = |
S5|E/U|e|u ¥|p 1Y
6|F V|f|v Vgl 'y
7|G|Wig|w § nip
8|H X|h|x vl
9|1 Y|ily 1 ‘o
J1Z]|j|z X |+ 71N
K[k « | » 2
<L\ - |4 9
=M ] |m|} - | Ve D
>IN " |n|~ ® | % n
210 o | |~ E
1 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 ABCDEF

direction in a mixed text containing both script reading orders.

Unprintable character 254 is the right-to-left mark, used to set the printing

direction in a mixed text containing both script reading orders.
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Latin5 alphabet (ISO 8859-9)

0 16 32 48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240
+0 o|@|P| |p €| °*A|IGlalg]|o
+1 |1 |/A[Q alq il A|N&|A|1
2 "I2|B|R|b|r g2 AlO]ald]|2
+3 #/3|C|S c|s| |>|g|2 AlO|a|d6|s
+4 $|4/D|T d|t “lo| " |A|O|a|6|4
5/E|U e|u "1¥|p AlO|a|d|s
6|F|V fiv |, |1 &|Oleld|s
7/G|W/g|w - 1§ Clix|¢c|+|7
8/HIX h|x| |— |,  El@lelo]|s
9l1|Y ily| |- ©'|E|Ulé|u]sg
J|Zjlz |Gzl E|U|é|ulaA
CIKI L k| {] |l «» E|U|é|0|B
<|L[\ It =% T{0i]d]c
=|M[] m|} ™[$ -|%i|[i|i]1]D
>IN|["n|~ %|fi ®|3%|1[S|1]|s|E
?O_O.'fl_gTBTVF

0O 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ABG CODEF
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Latin6 alphabet (ISO 8859-10)

0 16 32 48 64 80 96 112128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240
+0 o|l@P| |pl€|" °|A|D al|d|o
1 1|{AQlalq " IA|a|A|N &|n|1
:2 2|BR[b|r «|Ele|A|Oa|o]>2
43 3(C|S|c|s » |G|§|A|O d]6|3
+4 4/D|T|d|t “IT|T|A|O|a|6|4
45 5|EU|e|u "IT|T|A|O|&a|6]5
+6 6|F|V|f|v LK kIEO|e|lo]s
+7 7|G|Wig|w -8 [ {0 j|al7
+8 8 H X|h|x —IL|I|C|@ ¢|a|s
+9 9|1 Y|i|y| |-|P|d|E|U|é|ulg
10 J Z|jlz| |CE|S|S$|E|U e|a]|a
11 K [k {| |ee|T|t|E|U &|a|B
+12 <|LIV| [ t|Z2]|z]E|U ela]c
13 =M/ ]m|}|™ t|-|-|T|Y i|ly]|D
+14 SIN " |In| " |% fi|U|a|T|p T|pl|E
+15 ?O_o.-fIDr]'I'BTKF
012 3 456 7 8 9 ABGCDEF

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026 554



CHARACTER SETS

RISC OS / USER GUIDE

Latin7 alphabet (ISO 8859-13)

0 16 32 48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240

0

© ~ N ™M = W ©W M~ o o < m O 0O w o ow
W | | ol O | 10 | 10| :O lo] S| == || 15|35 N|>N| -
| ~—| 10 | O | @ | @ | @ 1D |0 | D N | D | D x| 1— | —
WD 2| 20O OO X| D LD DD|I'NPN | 2
<C| —|1<C |*O [:<C |o<C | W1 O "W *N |- | O XEn|1— |
o | Hlow |o = | o= Q- | — 2| |88
: ||| o sl -- || QO ¥| T .®m_.,_
- v| o~ L] 1| 8|+ +| ==
W 2 |8 -
D.G.FS.IUVWXV,Z{|}~.
“lo|lo|lTC|o|+|Dc|—|—x|—| E|l c| O
A g k- D> X|[>|N|——|— _
@ <O AOjWL|O|IT|— "X dJ4/=Z20
O~ N MF | O|O|~|0|® SV A e
— = | #|A|32|B|- | —| —~|* | +| -~ -

o — (o] (o] <t [Te]
o — [aY] [ap] =5 [Te] w M~ [=0) [=)] — — — — — —
F O+ ¥ ¥ + +F F 4+ F F T T T T OT O

9 A B C D E F

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1
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Latin8 alphabet (ISO 8859-14)

0 16 32 48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240

+0

+1

+2

+3

+4

+5
+6
+7

+8

+9

+10

+11

+12

+13

o = N O ¥ Ww © ~ o o < m O 0O W ow
S (|0 O[O |00 || @ -S| S| S| 5| > S| >
0| @ | «B || | om| B O OO @| | — | = | — | i—
= | Z |0 0000+ |Q|DD[D|D|>|>|x
<L | < | <L 2T | o | Ky | Onf - |~ |l (sl | o s | e |2
(W ||| oS el = al = > “W = |
Mmool wO|lo|a|w2|0|o|>]| 1| @[>
o e N R sl Y| 8+ ==
W B s8] e
Q| T ~| |+ S| =2 2| X| > N|—~—| —| —|1 .
Ol olo|T| o+ Oc|—| x| —| E| c| O
OO D H|IDI>|Z|X|>IN|—|—|—]c¢ _
@€ MmO OWL|G|IIT|—|2|X =20
O~ N O VIO~ O D -~V | A|
— = |#|A|R|B|- | —|—~|x | +| - ~

+14

+15

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 AB C D E F

1
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Latin9 alphabet (ISO 8859-15)

0 16 32 48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240

0

+0

+1

+2

+3

+4

+5
+6

+7

+8

+9

+10

+11

+12

+13

+14

© ~ N ™M = W ©W M~ o o < m O 0O w o ow
wlwc|.o|o|lo|lwo|o| | a| .o ||| > ol >
AT | O | 0 | WD ||| B| O OO D@D = | = = | =
AZ|O0O0OO0| xX|Q|DDD|D|>alcm
<L | <L | <L <L |:<C o< | Ky | Onf-d | | (sl | o o | e | i
o | H|a |o BPN| = & N | = |o | 2| 8>
—l el W|lW | Hp || ©| o ¥y| r| | @
- - M = = | _ | —| | = =
== > | > 2| s8] e
O| T =| |+~ | S| >| 2| X| >| N| —~—| —| —|1 .
o o|lc|o|+|DOCc|—|—|x|—| E|l c| O
A g k- D> X|[>|N|——|— _
@« O OjlW|LIG|IT|—|HX a9/ =Z|0
O|l~N| M| W] O~ ® SV | A e
— = || B3| B|- |—| —~|*x | +| -| ~

+15

9 A B C D E F

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1
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Latin10 alphabet (ISO 8859-16)

+0
+1
+2
+3
+4
+5
+6
+7
+8
+9
+10
+11
+12
+13
+14
+15

0 16 32

LATIN10 ALPHABET (ISO 8859-16)
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48 64 80 96 112 128 144 160 176 192 208 224 240
0(@/P| |p ‘ °lA|D ald
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Appendix G: Error messages

TT here are many possible error messages; this appendix lists some of the more

common ones you might see. It also tells you what the more likely causes of an
error message are, and what you can do about it. You may occasionally see other
error messages which will usually be self-explanatory. If you have serious
problems, especially recurring ones, consult your supplier.

User Errors

These are errors that are mainly caused by you, the user, performing an
inappropriate action. Most of these errors are listed in this chapter, together with a
way of curing the error.

Internal errors

These errors are not caused by you, but are problems with the system or the
application you are using. The most common internal errors are listed here,
together with an explanation as to their cause. Most errors of this type start with
the wordl nt er nal

Error message windows

Standard error boxes

This is what a typical error message window looks like:

Message from ADFS Filer |

A The disc drive is empty

R
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Filer error messages

There is another type of error window you may see. This is generated by the
desktop Filer and looks like this:

| Copying files

Error when writing
ADFS::PCEmulator.$. Screen

0 bytes togo
0 files copled
Abot | Skip | Restart | Retry |

A The disc is write protected. Move the A
write-protect tab and try again.

This type of error box is generated when a file operation is not completed. You
should clear the fault and then click on the appropriate option. For information
about these options, turn to The Filer on page 52.

Application error boxes

This type of error box is displayed when one of the applications running on the
computer generates an error.

Message from Window Manager

& Press Stop to terminate Paint.

NextTask | Cancel || Stop |

This error box is displayed by the system monitor. It acts like a watchdog and is
only activated when something is wrong. The system monitor allows you to
selectively remove tasks from the memory of your computer. It is used when you
want to remove a task that is misbehaving but you do not want to restart the whole
computer system. You'll find out how to use the system monitor in Managing the

desktop on page 73.
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Error messages

Most error messages are self-explanatory; just follow the instructions given in the
error message and try again. This section lists the error messages that may need
more explanation.

Ambiguous disc name

RISC OS keeps track of removable discs so that you can temporarily remove them
from the drive to work with another disc, and will prompt you to insert the original
if itis needed again. This error message is caused when the disc that was removed
has been modified elsewhere, for example by writing extra files onto it on another
computer, meaning it is now ambiguous whether it is the original disc that is
inserted or a different one with the same name. Be sure to dismount removable
discs before writing extra files onto them on another computer.

An application that loads a file of this type has not been found by the Filer...

Before you can load a file, the application that the file uses must be loaded. The
computer cannot find the application unless the operating system knows where it
is stored. The easiest way to tell the computer this is to display the application in a
directory display, or add it to the list of applications registered at startup using the
Boot setup plug-in as described on page 85.

Application is not 32-bit compatible
Module is not 32-bit compatible
Calling standard xxx no longer supported by C library

The application you have tried to run, or an extension module which it needs, has
been identified as using instructions that your computer can't handle any more.
Contact the application author for an updated version.

Chars is unable to display the currently selected outline font

There is not enough memory reserved for the font cache. Use the Task Manager to
increase the amount of font cache memory.

Disc error

This may appear for a variety of reasons. The most common explanation is that the
media in the drive has a fault on it. You should copy the data onto another disc and

then reformat the disc. If you want to try to salvage the disc without formatting it
use the command * Def ect .
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Disc not understood - has it been formatted?

This error message occurs if you put in a disc that has not been formatted or has
been formatted in an unknown format. For example an unused and unformatted
disc will give this error message and so will a disc formatted to an Apple Macintosh
standard since RISC OS does not understand this format.

File not found

Directory not found

The file or directory you have requested has not been found. Make sure that it
exists in the directory you have specified and then try again.

This file has been left open from a previous operation

An operation was interrupted by an error, a reset, or similar. Go to the command
line by pressing F12 and type in *Cl ose to close all open files. Press Return to

return to the desktop and then repeat the operation that previously caused the
error. If the error persists, restart your computer. *Cl ose will close all files on the

current filing system only.* Shut closes all open files on all filing systems.

File type is unrecognised

An unrecognised file type is usually displayed as a white icon with ‘?". Nothing will
happen when you double-click on it. You should find the application needed to run
it. If you drag the file to Edit you can view the contents of the file in ASCII format
(though this may be unhelpful if the file is not a text file).

Free space map full

The data on your disc has become fragmented, and you should compact the disc.

This error is only encountered if you are using the old type D or L formats. Use the
*Conpact command to compact discs. See the file St ar Comms  in the directory
Docunent s. User Gui de.

xxx has tasks active

The User Interface Toolbox keeps a count of how many applications are currently
using each of its object types, for example Icon bar or Window objects. This error
message is caused by running an application which tries to load an updated

module; it is not possible to load the module because the old copy in memory still
has tasks using it. Check that the User Interface Toolbox modules installed on your

computer are up to date, or contact the application author to find out whether the
older version is sufficient.
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lllegal window handle
lllegal task handle
lllegal icon handle

This type of message is shown when an application’s workspace is damaged and
the Window Manager can't find a window/task/icon in the list it keeps. This error
may be caused by a bug in the application you are using. Quit the application and
then restart the application.

Internal error: undefined instruction

This error may be caused by a bug in the application you are using. Quit the
application and then restart the application.

Internal error: abort on data transfer

This error may be caused by a bug in the application you are using. Quit the
application and then restart the application.

No reply from the network station

There is a delay on the network, or the Server is not answering; try repeating the
command that caused it. If the error happens repeatedly, ask your network
manager for help.

Not logged on

You have asked the computer to load a file or application from the network, but
you are not logged on. You will see this message if you have just copied an
application from the network, logged off, and then tried to load a file straight into
the application without loading the application first. The computer tries to load
the application from where it first saw it - the network. To avoid this problem, you
should first load the application from your disc copy of it, and then load the file.

Printer in use

You are trying to print from more than one application at once. Wait for the first
application to finish before printing from the other one.

Printer jammed

The printer is not responding. Check that it is plugged in. If you are using the
network printer server, try again later when it may be free; if this error occurs
repeatedly, consult your network manager.
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System resources cannot be found

The ISystem application (provided on disc with your computer) cannot be found.
Display the directory containing !System and repeat your command. Some
applications need to ‘see’ ISystem, even though they do not use it.

The access details set for this item do not allow this

Change the access details using the File /Access menu so that access is allowed
and then try again.

The area of memory reserved for fonts is full

The space reserved for fonts has been used up. Use the Task Manager to reserve
more space for the font cache. Alternatively use the Configure application to set
the font cache automatically.

The area of memory reserved for relocatable modules is full

The space reserved for modules has been used up. Try quitting some applications,
or, if that fails, shutdown and reboot your machine to free up module space.

The disc is write protected

The media you are trying to access is write protected. Move the write-protect tab
and try again.

The maximum number of items in a directory has been reached

The number of objects in the root directory of a DOS format disc is fixed when the
disc is formatted. Similarly, you cannot have more than 47 objects in a FileCore L
format directory, or 77 objects in a FileCore D/E/F format directory.

You should create a new directory to save your work in.

The network is not plugged in

Check the cable from the socket at the back of the computer to the network socket.

There is not enough memory
xxx free memory is needed before the application will start

You need to free more memory before the application will run. You can do this by

quitting other applications and modules
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using the Task Manager application to reduce the amount of memory used by
other things, such as the font cache and system sprite pool

changing to a screen display with a lower resolution and/or fewer colours

discarding the RAM disc if you have one. See Managing memory on page 79.

There's an upper limit of 512MB on the amount of memory any single application
can use and you may see this message if your application reaches this limit.

This item has been locked to stop changes being made to it

You tried to do something forbidden to a locked file, such as delete it. Change the
lock access details using the File /Access /Access details window so that access is

allowed and then try again.

This screen mode is unsuitable for displaying the desktop

You cannot use the proposed mode with the desktop. Change to another mode
using the Display Manager.
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Index

Symbols

$ (root directory) 61

% (library directory) 501, 514

& (user root directory) 61, 161
*BASIC 524

*BASIC64 526

*Defect 541

@ (currently selected directory) 501
\ (previously selected directory) 501

A (parent directory) 501

Numerics

16-bit sound 104
3.5" disc drive 127
32-bit compatible 561

A

abandon
Draw operation 313

print job 209
accented characters 14, 199, 403, 545
access permission 55

DOS and RISC OS mappings 142

error 565

OmniClient mount 179

on Econet 164

shared disc 151

showing 49, 56

structured sharing 155
Access+ 154
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activate
pinned icon 67
printer 203

add
application to hard disc 238
applications to Apps directory 85
arrow to line end of Draw object 325
command alias 508
extensions to ISystem 105
font 247
font -see alsodownload
mask to sprite 372
more RAM 79
rows or columns to sprite 383
sprite to file 369
text in a sprite 379

address
CHS 469
defect 469, 539
IP 150, 170
LBA 469

ADFS
disc formats 126
spindown delay 88

Adjust button 8
choosing a menu option 24
closing files and directories 34
dragging in both directions 22
opening directory display 48
opening files and directories 34
selecting and deselecting icons 37
window manipulation 45

adjust size icon -seewindows
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Adobe Latin3 547
converting type 1 fonts 461 Latin4 548
font metrics file 463 Latin5 553
standard encoding 229 Latiné 554
type1 font format 461 Latin7 555

AFM file 464 Latin8 556

Alarm 391-400 Latin? 557
accepting/cancelling 395 switching 544
alarm database 397 system 405
Alarm files 396 Unicode resource 113
Alarm$Free system variable 400 Welsh 550
analogue display 398 Altkey 13
audible alarm 393 desktop 46
beep alarm sound 398 non-breaking space 407
browsing through your alarms 395 renaming
changing 396 Files 53
copying 396 Sprites 368
deleting 396 starting SparkFS 489
digital display 398 system monitor xxi, 77
display format 398, 400 typing special characters 14, 406
recurring alarms 393, 397 AND
Save as alarms option 398 Paint colour operator 373
Save as text 396 anti-aliasing 91, 248
setting 395 controlling 250
setup options 397 limit 91
silent 393, 397 of fonts 249
task alarms 393 sub-pixel 91, 249
update the alarm database 398 application
urgentalarms 393, 397 directories 33
user format 398 resources 32

alias 115, 500 IRun and !Boot files 505
Alias$LoadType system variable 508, 527 shutdown prompt 41
Alias$PrintType system variable 508 tasks 74
Alias$RunType system variable 508, 527 variable 507
changing commands 508 watchdog 560
example use 517 applications 29

alphabets 543-558 adding to Apps directory 85
Cyrillic 549 adding to hard disc 238
Greek 551 help with xx, 54
Hebrew 552 hiding the system applications 90
Latin1 545 iconising window 67, 68
Latin10 558 menu from iconised window 71
Latin2 546 opening directory 48
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printing from 208 backup
quitting 31, 77 important files to back up 128
saving your work 30 of IBoot 83
setting options Desktop settings file 238 of discs 129
squashing (compressing) 428 BASIC -seeBBC BASIC
starting 29, 34, 237 Baud rate 202
use with locked computer 97 BBC BASIC 521
using 29-32 BASIC V 521
using from file server 163 BASIC VI 521
using from removable media 29 creating and editing files 254, 271, 522
where to find 235 on-line help 521
Apps directory 16, 48, 235 printing listings 214
changing contents 236 program editor 253
arrow icon 27 quitting 522
arrows (in Draw) 325 starting 494
arrows (scroll) -seewindows beep
attribute (of Draw object) 279 Alarm sound 398
AUN 149 system beep 104
Boot application 111 bitmap font 247
auto monitor type 102 caching 91
auto paper feed 199 mapping 231
auto repeat 94 block

copy (Paint) 359
editing (Edit) 256

B indent (Edit) 266
move (Paint) 377
back Blocks 433-434
sending Draw object to back of stack 283 game keys 434
back icon -seewindows IBoot 111-118
back up contents 112
of CMOS RAM 83 file within an application 505
of discs 128-131 hiding from the Filer view 90
backdrop other names 111
background picture 70 restoring 119
removing 71 bounding box 282
scaling options 71 Break key 13
sprite as background picture 67 removing tasks 77
standard texture 71 brush
background brush tool 355
Filer operations 52 painting with a whole sprite 362
printing 201 buffer
tasks in a task window 495 ADFS operations 88
Backspace key -seekeyboard CD-ROM operations 88
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bye process JPEG file 370
dismounting in OmniClient 182 processing options 475
logging off Econet 162 scaling options 474

starting 471
wide images 472
C characters
default alphabet 545

cache bitmap 91 in PostScript 232

calculator -see SciCalc inserting with Chars 404

cancel tab 267
alarm 395 typing with accents 14
Draw operation 313 Chars 403-408
selection in Edit 256 choices 408

Caps Lock 95 Entering control codes 406

Caps Lock key -seekeyboard ‘unusual’ characters 403

caret 12 with outline desktop font 405
following with CloseUp 410 Choices directory 114
locating with Flasher 435 relocating 119
moving in Edit 30 restoring an earlier copy 119
typing in edit 254 choosing

carriage return 221 colour 240
transferring text from DOS and fonts 247

Windows 141 fromamenu 6

case sensitivity objects on Desktop 51
in Edit's find 259 circle
in flenames 53 in Draw 314

CDFS 137, 138-140 in Paint 378
playing music CDs 139 clear selection
sharing 152 Edit 274

CD-ROM -see CDFS Filer 51

change clicking 9-10
desktop display characteristics 63 close
directory at the command line 503 window 46
font cache 76 close icon -seewindows
font used in Edit 268 CloseUp 409-410
settings with Configure 84 options 409
system sprites memory 76 closing files and directories with Adjust 34

ChangeFSI 471-480 CMOS RAM 82
image menu options 478 backingup 83
list of supported formats 479 protection link 82
memory usage 472 resetting 82
output options 476 CMYK colour model 239
picture formats 472 using 242
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colour 62
ChangeFSI 476
choosing a colour model 240
choosing colours 239
choosing in Paint 239
CMYK 239, 242
colour models 352
colour picker 240
Draw 279, 289, 291, 324
emitted 239
HSV 243
hue 240
logical operators (Paint) 373
mixing new colours 374
models 239
of pixel 371
Paint 352, 371
Paint Colours window 355
PostScript device 199
printing 195, 197
reflected 239
replace (Paint) 360, 377
RGB 241
saturation 240
transparent pixels (Paint) 372
used by the desktop 62
using in Draw 240
using with applications 239
value 240
winding rule 326

command
defining 508
parameters 499
scripts 510, 513
syntax 499
wildcards 502

command file
creating 254

command line 493-519
accessing 78, 495
CLI$Greeting system variable 509
CLI$Prompt system variable 512
working directory 56, 501
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comment

command line 500

Desktop settings file 118

OmniClient mounts file 184
compatibility

floppy disc formats 126

numbered screen modes 533
compress

files 129, 427, 485

JPEG images 472

PNG images 478
computer control keys -seekeyboard
configuration

changing default settings 81

Choices directory 114

command option variables 509

default 84

desktop font 251

desktop theme 105

desktop windows 109

discs 87

display 101

Draw 346

factory reset 119

Filer 89

fonts 91

hardware 81, 167

Help 93

keyboard 94

mouse 98

networking 167

Paint 386

Pinboard 100

printer configuration 193

printer connection 200

saving printer setup 206

screen colours 102

screen resolution 102

screen saver 101

sound 103

system 105

territory 543

time and date 107
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Configure
starting 81, 236
confirm
CMOS RAM reset 82
Filer operation 58
connection
Access 169
Econet 168
Internet 169
printer 200
control codes 196
finding with Edit 260
GS formats 518
ignoring 196, 198, 200
printing 198
control point 290
snapping to grid 311
conventions xix
converting graphics files 471
copy 256
alarm 396
between DOS discs 142
between DOS floppies 142
block of pixels (Paint) 359
DOS partition 142
Edit 256
file with a new name 53
files and directories 53
from one removable disc to another 133
sprite 368
via a RAM disc 143
Copy (Filer option) 53
copying files 37
Corpus font 246
count
Filer option 54
number of occurrences 275
strings 258
Courier font 246
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Ccreate
BASIC file 254
command file 254
new directory 35
obey file 254
RAM disc 76
sprite 351, 367
Ctrl (control) key - seekeyboard
Ctrl-U
deleting defaults in writable menus 27
ungroup draw objects 317
current directory 497
setting 56, 501
current filing system
command line use 501
concept 61
cursor
moving 13
cursor keys -see keyboard
curve 278, 298, 330
customise
computer configuration 81
Cylinder-Head-Sector (CHS) 469

D

data

transferring between applications 238
data bits 202
decompress

Spark, Zip, Tar files 485

squashed file 427
default

configuration settings 84

desktop font 106
defect

onadisc 131,539

on floppy disc 132

on hard disc 132, 468
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delete icons 33
alarm 396, 398 opening 33, 47
application 53 opening on start-up 117
directory 53 restrictions on names 36
DOS partition 142 stamping 60
Draw object 317 subdirectories 33
Edit 255 directory
entry from print queue 211 current 56
file 53 display 47
rows or columns from sprite 383 finding 57
sprite 369 information 49
Delete key -seekeyboard memory used by 79
deleting moving display to front 48
files and directories 38 opening display from Pinboard 68
text or objects 12 operationson 52
density parent 48
floppy disc 124 selecting 51
spray can tool 377 squashing (compressing) 428
DeskJet printer disc
configuring 196 accessing a shared disc 151
desktop 3-6 backup 129
colours 62, 244 current format used 128
defaultfont 106, 251 defects 125, 468, 541
exit 78, 495 errors 125, 135, 468
Filer 52 formats 126
font 405 formatting 123-124
how it works 45 free space 132
idle time 481 hard disc backup 128
leaving 495 hard disc formatting 124
managing 73 mapping out defects 541
Pinboard 67 mounting 121
Desktop settings file 238 naming 61, 122
commenting out lines 118 naming restrictions 123
inside 117 RAM 143
limitations 118 removable 121
saving 80 root directory 121
setting application options 238 using unique names 133
device icons 4 verifying 131
direct drive printer 202 write-protecting 134
directories disc drive icon 122
closing with Adjust 34 dismount
creating 35, 51 disc 121-122
iconising 67 network 182
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display
available file servers 159, 178
files and directories 49
font 404
free space 132
interactive help 401
memory 79
menus 23
options in Sprite file window 367
shared discs 151
Display Manager 62, 533
changing resolution 63
how it works 64
diversions
Blocks 433
Flasher 435
Hopper 437
Madness 443
MemNow 445
Meteors 447
MineHunt 449
Patience 453
Puzzle 457
DOS
access permissions 142
command equivalents 503
compatibility issues 141
copying between discs 142
discs 137
filename conversion 141
floppy formats 127
hard disc files 142
MS-DOS fonts 463

partition
copying and moving 142
deleting 142
locking 142
reading DOS and Windows discs 140
DOSFS 137

dot-matrix 194
printing graphics 212
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double-clicking 8, 9-10

loading a file 37

opening files and directories 33
starting applications 29, 34

while holding down Shift 90, 237

download

fonts 213

fonts over network 231
fonts to printer 229
fonts using FontPrint 227
PostScript fonts 213

drag

copying afile 53

file to printer icon 207
instant dragging modes 109
select box around icons 51
selection from writable 28
text file 253

to load a Draw file 277

to open a sprite 351

dragging 8, 10

icons to the desktop - see Pinboard
saving a file 36

starting applications 29

windows off screen 17, 109

Draw 277-350

application window 277
arrows 325

attributes 279

bounding box 282

cancelling operation 313
choosing tools from menu 313
clipboard operations 317
colour 289

control points 290

converting text a to path 331
Curved line tool 278, 290, 313, 330
customising 346

description 235

deselecting objects 316
dragging objects 284
drawing a square 314
drawing area 280, 284
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duplicate 317

duplicating objects 288
editing segments in a path object 332
Ellipse tool 314

Enter mode 279

export 319, 336

file information 313

file types 335

fill colour 289

flattening a curve 334
fonts 291

grading 320

grid 279, 285,310-311
grouping objects 279, 287
importing a sprite 304
importing a text file 302
interpolation 320

Joined curve tool 298
Joined line tool 288

JPEG files 345

keystroke equivalents 348-350
line joins 325

Line pattern 325

line width 287, 297

loading files 277, 335
locking and unlocking the grid 285
modes 279

Move tool 314, 315
moving objects 284
multi-path object 314, 315
New view 279, 313

object style 324-328
object types 278

paper limits 284

Path edit mode 279,311, 329, 330, 332

path object 278

path types 278

paths 313

pointer shape 279

polygon 278

printing a file 308

Rectangle tool 278, 286, 314
reference section 309-350
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resize handle 303

rotate handle 301

rotating objects 294
saving 292, 296, 336
scaling objects 292, 319
segment 286

Select mode 279, 316
Select tool 288

selecting objects 282
sprites 278, 304

stacking order 283
starting 277

Straight line tool 286, 313
style 279,287, 324

style menu 289

text area objects 278, 302, 339-345
text lines 278, 314

text style 328

Texttool 291, 314
toolbox 278, 279
transforming objects 294
tutorial 281-308

undo buffer size 347
undoing and redoing operations 309
winding rule 326

window 278

zoom 279,284,312

DVD-ROM -see CDFS
dynamic areas 74
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E

Econet 149
printer connection 202
station number 82, 150
using 159

EDID -s¢¢ monitor type

Edit 253-275
appending text 264
BASIC program editor 253
basic techniques 255
block operations 256, 274
caret 254
case sensitivity in Find 275
clear selection 256
clipboard 255
counting occurrences 275
delete 255
description 235
display colours 268
display font 268
displaying other file types 253
editing BASIC programs 271
entering text 254
finding text 257, 274, 275
font 268
formatting text 265, 274
goto 274
importing text 264
indenting 266
insert 255
keystroke equivalents 273-275
laying out tables 267
line number increment 271
loading a file into 237
loading different file types 237
magic characters 259, 275
open new file 275
opening other file types 253
other features 270
overwrite 255
printing 269
printing a BASIC program 272
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reading text from another file 264

redoing changes 257, 274
saving from 269
searching for text 259
selecting text 256
setting a file type 270
starting 30, 253
strip line numbers 271
tabs 267
task window 495
text file documents 253
undoing changes 257, 274
using 30
wildcarded expressions 261
wordwrap 254
edit
BASIC program 522
colour 374
Draw path object 329
music score 411
palette 374
eigen factor 65
eject
CD-ROM or DVD-ROM 140
music CD 139
ellipse 314
in Draw 314
in Paint 378
email 159
convert Mime attachment 488
emitted colour 239
encapsulated PostScript 337
encoding
fonts 462
mapping PostScript glyphs 232
UTF-8 405
end cap 325
End key -seekeyboard
end of file replace 258
end point
Draw path object 313
EOR

Paint colour operator 373
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EPS -seeencapsulated PostScript
error
beep 104
box 60, 559
diffusion 471
disc errors during formatting 125
Insufficient access 163
messages 559
onadisc 131
Escape key -seekeyboard
Ethernet 149
even-odd winding rule 327
exit
from command line xx
from desktop 495
expansion card
for direct drive printer 191
SCSI 88
export
block of pixels from sprite 377
from Draw 336
from Edit 269
from Paint 369

F

F12 key 495

fancy text format
printing 211

fanfold 194, 197

faster (Filer option) 59

file
access permissions 49, 55
boot 506
compressing 427, 485
copying 53
copying using a RAM disc 143
copying with new name 53
counting size 54
date stamping 60
decompressing 427, 485
deleting 53
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deselecting 51
finding 56, 57
locked 55
overriding a lock 53
ownership on network 164
printing to 202
renaming 53
selecting 51
setting type 59
stamping 60
using from file server 163
viewing in Edit 237
file error messages
file not found 562
file open 562
file server
access 161
Boot application 111
description 159
free space 162
listing 161
logging off 80
loggingon 159, 161, 179
menu options 161
servers available 159, 178
structured sharing 155
user directory 162
using files and applications 163
file type
File$Type system variable 527
list 528-531
MimeMap 527
setting 59
filename
number of characters allowed 141
printing 195, 197, 199
restrictions 53
valid characters 51
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Filer 52 flatten
advanced operations 55 curve of Draw object 334
background operations 52 flood fill 377
confirming operation 58 floppy disc 121, 142
help option xx copying between discs 133
menu 35 defects 132
menu options 52 finding current format 128
new directory 51 formatting 124
options 57 mounting and dismounting 122
speeding up operations 59 using unique names 133
Filer_Boot 85, 118 flush
Filer_OpenDir 117 printer queue 211
files font 245
application directory icons 33 adding more 247
closing 34 and PostScript printing 251
closing with Adjust 34 anti-aliased 248, 250
copying 37 configuration 91
deleting 38 converting Adobe type 1 fonts 461
icons 33 converting to bitmap 247
loading and saving 35 declaring PostScript fonts 199
moving 37 desktop font 106, 251
opening 33 downloading permanently 230
restrictions on filenames 36 downloading to PostScript printer 213, 227
structure in a directory 34 encoding 462
files and directories encoding type 229
naming 35 fixed and proportional 246
filing system 35 fontname 245
buffers 75 hinting 248
commands 498 in Draw 279
current 61 in Edit 268
names 138 in Help 93
types 137, 177, 485 mapping 213, 251
fill colour 240, 324 outline font 461
Draw object 289 performance 250
find printing with 251
caret 435 proportional spacing 246
Edit 257 remapping 232
files or directories 56 serif and sans serif 246
parameters 57 showing a font family 404
textin a file 259 size 245, 246
wildcard characters 57 standard RISC OS font families 228
Flag key -seeMacro keys style 245
Flasher 435 troubleshooting 252
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Type 1 462
Type 3 462
typeface 245
using in applications 247
weight 245
fontcache 212,248,314
changing 76
configuring 91
full error 564
Font Manager 247
FontPrint 227-232
configuring PostScript printers 227
downloading fonts to printer 229
loading and starting 227
mapping to fonts in the printer 228
network printing and downloading 231
saving settings 231
speeding up PostScript printing 213
symbol fonts 232
IFonts
description 113
merging 91, 238
Force (Filer option) 53, 59
overriding file lock 55
forgotten password? 96
form feed 220
format
finding type used 128
formatting discs 123
hard disc 465
of Alarm clock 398
text 265
types 126
frame rate 63, 102
free space
ondisc 132
on file server 162, 182
free space map full 562
front
icon bar 17
sending Draw object to front of stack 283
window 18

FS list 161
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full info
directory display 49
server 161,178
sprite file 367, 369
function keys -seekeyboard

G
games
Blocks 433
Hopper 437
Meteors 447
MineHunt 449
Patience 453
Puzzle 457
GIF 472
glyph 232
grading 320
graphics
margin (printing) 204
printing 211

processing picture files 471
see also object, Draw
greyscale 64
grid
Draw 279, 285, 310, 311
on Pinboard 69
Paint 355, 375
rectangular or isometric 311
group
Draw objects 279, 287
structured sharing 155
GS Formats 517-519
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H

halftone 195, 197
hard disc 121
adding applications 238
backup 128
defects 132
DOS partition 142
formatting 124, 465
locking 95
mounting and dismounting 121
parking heads -see switching off the
computer
renaming 123
hardware
configuration 81, 167
floating point 521
height
of font 247, 268, 328, 342
of sprite 354
paper 205
Help 401
suspending 402
help
atthe command line 498
information about applications 54
on-screen xx
Helvetica font 246
HForm 465-469
adding defects 468
errors 468
formatting 465
hidden
mines 449
mount 185
objects (network) 164
hinting 248
Home key -seekeyboard
Homerton font 246
Hopper 437-441
game keys 438
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hourglass
when displaying screen 252
when printing 158

HSV colour model 239
using 243

hue (colour) 240

icon
clickingon 47
deselecting 51
on the Pinboard 67
putting on Pinboard 68
removing from Pinboard 69
icon bar 4
bringing to the front 17
iconise
application windows 68
configuration 100

window 46, 67
iconise icon -seewindows
icons 4

directories 33
displaying large or small icons 25
files 33
selecting and deselecting 37
ignore
control characters 496
control codes and top-bit-set
characters 198, 200
pixel size 474
import
JPEG into Draw 345
JPEG into Paint 370
sprite into Draw 304
text into Edit 264
input focus 417
insert
special character 403
special characters 14
internal error 563

580



RISC OS / USER GUIDE

interpolate

Draw objects 320
invert

negative 475

sprite 381

text colours 268
isometric grid 311

J

join
linesin Draw 325

JPEG 345
as backdrop 70
ChangeFSlI output options 477
convert to sprite 370
export from Paint 369, 370
file type 530
loading into Draw 335
loading into Paint 370
printing 212
processing 472

saving/exporting from Draw 337

K

keyboard 11-14
accented characters 14
Altkey 13
auto-repeat 94
Backspace key 12
Caps Lock 95
Caps Lock key 12
computer control keys 12
configuration 94
Ctrl (control) key 12
cursor keys 13
Delete key 12
End key 13
Escape key 12
function keys 11, 12
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Home key 13

Macro keys 13, 95

multiple keystrokes 13

Num Lock key 11, 95

numeric keypad 11

Page down key 13

Page up key 13

Print Screen key 13, 209

Return key 12, 30

Scroll Lock key 517

Shift key 12

typewriter keys 11

typing special characters 14, 545
keyboard shortcuts

alphabets 544

Draw 348

Edit 273

Paint 389

SciCalc 423

landscape 200, 284
Draw paper size 280
laser printer 193
LaserJet printer
configuring 196
Level 4 149
AUN protocol 177
Library directory 113, 514
line 288
colour 240, 324
curve 290
Draw 286
Draw object line widths 279
goto 274
painting in a sprite 378
segment 278, 313
select 256
width 324
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line number
in BASIC file 271
printing 195, 198, 199
load -se¢import 370
loading a file 37
local
applying options in Paint 359
networks 149-166
time zone 108
Local Area Network (LAN) 149
lock 95
DOS partition 142
grid in Draw 285
hiding objects on a network 164
icons onto Pinboard grid 69
locked file (or directory) 55
locking the computer 96
no access to locked files 163
objects to grid (Draw) 310
overriding 53, 55
picture aspect in ChangeFSI 474
unlocking the computer 964
using applications 97
zoom factor (Draw) 312
log off
from network 162
see also Shutdown
log on
to file server 159, 161
Logical Block Addressing (LBA) 469
logical operators
applying colours in Paint 373

M

Macintosh font 463
Macro keys -seekeyboard
Madness 443
Maestro 411-416
accidentals 413
barlines 413
clefs 413
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dots 413
example tunes 411
grace notes 416
instruments 415
key signature 413
navigating bars 414
notes 412
playing 412
printing 214, 414
rests 412
setting up new score 416
staccato 416
staves 414
tempo 415
ties 413
time signature 413
trills 416
volume 415
window 412
magic characters 259
magnifying application -see CloseUp 409
manual paper feed 199
manuals
additional xxii
mapping
encoding type 229
fonts 213
fonts using FontPrint 227
MIME types 527
to non-standard PostScript font 229
mask 354, 372
MemNow 445
memory
allocation 74
allocation using Task Manager 6, 74
cards 146
ChangeFSl usage 472
CMOS RAM 82
controlling 73
MemNow 445
optimising usage 79
SciCalc function 419
SparkFS usage 488
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Menu button 8
Menu button -seemenus
Menu key -see Macro keys
menus 23-26
applying to a file 24
applying to more than one file 24
cancelling 23
choosing options 24, 26
displaying menus 8
displaying submenus 25
Filer menu 23, 35
greyed-out options 6
icon bar menu 31
Menu button 8, 23
pop-up menu 27
Select all option 24
Shutdown option 41
submenus 25
using the Menu button 23
merge
IBoot 86
IFonts 91
ISystem 105
themes 106
Meteors 447-448
game keys 448
MimeMap 139, 142, 527
MineHunt 449-452
mode 66
ChangeFSI 476
colour and tint 537
Draw modes 279
numbered 533-537
selecting in Display Manager 66
strings 64
module 498
archive support in SparkFS 489
description 505
module tasks 75
printer drivers 219
protocols in OmniClient 177
resolver 174
ISystem resource 112
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tasks 74,75
monitor
definition file 533
table of types 537
type 102
Monitor Definition File (MDF) 533
mono printing 197
mount
disc 121
mouse 7-10
buttons 8
configuration 98
double click cancel distance 99
double click delay 99
drag delay 98
drag start distance 98, 99
dragging 10
holding 7
moving the pointer 7
scroll speed 99
scroll target 99
speed 98
type 98
move
application 52
block of pixels in sprite 377
Draw objects 284
whole sprite within sprite window 378
moving files 37
multi-path object
creating 314, 315
multiple printers 203, 210
multiple views
DrawFiles 279,313
Edit 270
Paint 368
music
playing music CDs 139
see also Maestro
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N

name
disc 122
naming files and directories 35
NetFS 137
network
applications 235
automatic logging on to file server 117
bye 162, 182
configuring 167
downloading fonts 231
errors 165
file ownership 164
file server menu options 161
file servers list 159, 178
logging off 162, 182
loggingon 160, 161
manager 159
network printer 209
Open $ 161
overview 149
password 164
printer 202
printing 182, 191
setting password 165
sharing CD and DVD-ROMs 152
time server 108
topology 149
New Century SchoolBook font 2464
Newer (Filer option) 59
Newhall font 246
NFS 137
authenticator 180
Boot application 111
case sensitivity 53
printer connection 202
printing over 202
NLQ -seeprinting
non-zero winding rule 326
Num Lock key 95
Num Lock key -seekeyboard
numeric keypad -see keyboard
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0)

obey file
creating 254
see alsocommand/scripts
object
control points 290
convert text to path object 331
Draw 278
editing 329
multi-path Draw object 314
resize handle 303
rotate handle (Draw) 301
selecting (Draw) 314
sending Draw object to front or back of
stack 283
sending to back in Draw 283
snap object control points to grid
(Draw) 311
style 324
OmniClient 177-186
authenticator 180
available file servers 178
discovery 178
mounts file 184
printing 182
startup file 186
open
directory display 47
open submenus automatically 110
Open$ 145,163, 182
opening files and directories 33
using Adjust button 34
using click-click-hold 90
operating system
entering commands 493
extensions 105
RISC OS xviii, 3
start-up 111
optionicon 27
options menu (Filer) 57
OR

Paint colour operator 373
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orientation 200

outline drags 109

outline font 461
convert to path 332
Font Manager 248
use in desktop 106

P

page
paper size 204
print orientation 200

Page down key -see keyboard

Page up key -seekeyboard

Paint 351-388
adding a sprite to a file 369
adding/deleting rows and columns 383
brush shape 362
brush size 355
changing size of sprite 383
choosing colours 239, 352
choosing tools 376
clipboard operations 368
colour 360
Colours window 355
Copy block tool 359
copying a sprite 368
copying part of a sprite 359
Create new sprite 365
creating a new sprite 354, 367
customising 386
deleting a sprite 369
description 235
editing a palette 374
exporting a sprite 369
extended colour fill 374
filled ellipses tool 378
flip 381
grid 355, 375
insert rows/columns 383
JPEG 370
keystroke equivalents 389-390
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loading a JPEG file 370
local/global options 359
mask 354, 372
overview 352
palette 366
artist-friendly 386
saving to a file 373
printing a sprite 384
printing files 208
renaming a sprite 368
saving a sprite 356, 367, 369
scaling a sprite 382
screenshots 385
Set/Clear pixels tool 358
shear 382
show tools window 376
small colours window 372, 386
snapshots 385
sprite as brush 380
sprite file 367
Sprite file window 367
display appearance 386
display options 367
sprite transformation operations 381
starting 351
text 379
toggling Colours window 356, 371
toggling Tools window 356
tools 355, 376, 377
tutorial 353-364
Use sprite as brush 355, 362
using colour 371
Using desktop colours option 367, 386
using logical operators to apply colours 373

zoom 355, 375

palette 367

editing 374
saving palette file 373
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paper
editing sizes 196, 199, 204
fanfold 197
feed 194, 199
feed (Auto/Manual) 199
roll 194
sizes 194, 196, 198
sizes for printing 204
type 194, 196
paper limits (Draw option) 284
parallel port 201
parallelogram 378
parameter
defaults 499
numeric 500
passing to Obey files 513
parent directory 34, 48
opening 48
parity 202
park
hard disc drive heads 121
password 95
changing 96
choosing (examples) 165
forgotten it?! 96
locking of disc 95
network 160, 164
removing 96
setting 96
setting on network 165
paste 256
Patch 483-484
applying or removing 483
path 115
convert text to path object 331
editing 329
editing segments 332
in Draw 278
multi-path object 314
object 278
open 278
system path variables 509
pathname 61
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Patience 453-456
playing 454
rules 454
pause
Filer operation 58
print job 211
printer entry 211
PCX 472
PFB file 464
Pinboard 23, 67-71
activating a pinned icon 67
backdrop 67
copying pinned icons 68
double clicking 68
dropping icons on the desktop 39
grid 69
menu options 69
Pinboard file 69
pinning an icon 68
removing an icon 69
saving layout 69
starting pinned application 68
tidying icons 69
tutorial example 361
pixel 352
colour 371, 377
copy block 359
editing 358
Plain option (printing) 209, 211
PNG
ChangeFSI output options 477
export from Paint 369, 370
processing 472

pointer
see alsomouyse
shapesin Draw 279
polygon 278
pop-up menu -seemenus
portrait 200

Draw papersize 280
PostDesk directory 80, 114
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PostScript
colour printer 199
configuring printer
PostScript printers 198
downloading fonts 213
encapsulated 337
fonts 461
keeping font version 462
mapping and downloading RISC OS
fonts 227
printer password 230
printers 213
printing outline fonts 463
prologue 199
remapping font 232, 251
scaling printed text 199
power
DPMS screen saver 103
shutdown 41
soft off 42
PreDesk directory 114
PreDesktop file 114, 115
print
BASIC program 272
Draw file 308
Edit 269
filename 197
music score 414
number of columns 200
option in applications 208
quality 195, 197
quitting during a print operation 78
sprite 384
text options 199
title 195
Print Screen key -seekeyboard
PrintEdit 215-225
creating printer definition files 215
dump information 218
dump strings 220
edit character mappings 223
example file 215
graphics mode 218
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modifying printer definition files 215
saving your changes 225

text modes 222

window 216

printer

accessing network printer 166, 182
active and inactive 203

choosing a configuration 193
choosing type 193

class 193,217

configuring 194

configuring connection 200

configuring dot-matrix type printers 194

connecting cables 190
connection setup 200
DeskJet configuration 194
direct drive 191
downloading fonts 227
emulation 193

graphics margins 205
LaserJet printer configuration 1964
name 194,196

output to file 201

paper sizes 204

PostScript configuration 198
PostScript printer password 230
printable area 217

printer definition files 191
printer drivers 191

quality 195

removing 203

resolution 194, 197

saving choices 206
settingup 189

text margins 205

text printing 195, 197
types of 189

using more than one 203

printer definition file

creating 206, 215
loading 192
modifying 215

printer driver -see printer definition file
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printer errors
printer in use 563
printer jammed 563
Printer Manager 189, 207
description 235
printer server
description 159
printing 189, 207
accent generation 199
by dragging 207
colour 195, 197
colour PostScript 199
control codes 196, 198
fancy option 209
filename 199
flush queue 211
from application menu 208
graphics 212
graphics and text 211
graphics and text margins 204
how to print a file 207
in background 201
JPEG files 212
line numbers 198, 199
mono 197
network printer 191, 209
NLQ (near letter quality) 195
options 208
outputto a file 202
page orientation 200
pause entry 211
pausing ajob 211
Plain option 209
plain text 211
queue control 210
saving your choices 212
several files 210
speed vs quality 197
speedingup 213
stopping a print job 209
suspending the printer 211
text 197
with fonts 251
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private or public access 55

processing wide images in ChangeFSI 472

prologue 199
prompt 494
greeting 509
see alsocommand line
setting 509, 512
protected disc 134
protected file 55
Public directory 96
Public Domain font 462
Puzzle 457-458

Q

quality
print output 195, 197
saving JPEGs 477
queue
control (printing) 210
delete printentry 211
flushing 211
quit
during print 78
from BASIC 494
RAM disc 144
tasks and applications 77
tasks using system monitor 77
quitting applications 31

R

radio icon 27

radius
Spray can tool 377
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RAM disc of screen 62
configuration restrictions 143 printer 197
creating 76, 143 ResourceFS 115, 137, 235
free space 144 restarting the computer 42
maximum size 76 resume
quitting 144 printer or print entry on queue 211
using 143 Return key -see keyboard
using to copy between removable discs 143 RGB colour model 239
RAMFS 137 using 241
rectangle 278, 286, 314 RISCOS 3
drawing a square 314 acronym  xviii
painting in a sprite 378 desktop 3
rectangular grid 311 disc formats 126
rectangular pixels 66, 102 DOS access permissions 142
recurring alarms 393, 397 font families 228
recurse ROM
access permissions 55 applications stored 235
redirection 502, 504 root directory 48, 61, 121
redo rotate
Draw operations 282, 309 Draw objects 294
Edit 257 image in ChangeFS| 474
reflected colour 239 sprite 382
remapping rotate handle 301
reordering PostScript font 232 IRun
remove file within an application 505
applications from Apps directory 86 run
icon from Pinboard 39, 69 application on start-up 85
leading zeros from Alarm clock 400 Run$Path system variable 515
printer 203
rename

files and directories 53
hard disc 123
sprite 368
replacing a colour in Paint 360
Reset button 78
ResetBoot 119
resize handle 303
resizing windows -see windows
resolution 62, 64
changing 63
configuring 102
name servers 174
native 102
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S

Sassoon 228

Sassoon font 246

saturation (colour) 240

save
Access discs 151
alarm text 396
CMOS RAM 83
Desktop settings file 80
image from ChangeFSI 479
music score 414
OmniClient mounts 184
palette file 373
Pinboard layout 69
printer choices 206
selection

in Draw 336
in Edit 264

sprite 367, 369
text 269

saving a file 35

saving work 30, 35

scale
Draw 292
options in ChangeFSI 474
sprite 382

SciCalc 417-425
advanced functions 419-420
arithmetic functions 418-419
bitwise functions 422

degrees, radians and gradians 425

logic functions 422
memory 419
number base 421
trigonometric functions 421
screen
blanking xxi
colours 102
resolution 102
screen modes -seemode
script

running automatically 515
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Scroll Lock key -seekeyboard
scrolling 46
scrolling -seewindows
SCSIFS 137
peripherals 145
USB connected drives 145
SDFS 137
types of memory card 146
search
seealsofind files or directories
wildcard characters 57
segment 278, 286, 313, 332
select
all icons in directory display 51
clearing a selection 51
Draw 282, 283, 288, 314
Edit 256
files and directories 51
group of objects 49, 51
Selectall 49, 51
select box 51
select box (Draw) 288
Select button 8
selecting and deselecting icons 37
Selwyn font 246
separator
in pathname 61
serial port 202
Set
Paint colour operator 373
set
file type 59, 270
password on network 165
the time 107
share
across a gateway 153
Boot application 111
CD-ROM and DVD-ROM drives 152
hard disc 152
printer 166
ShareFS 137
shear sprite 382

590



RISC OS / USER GUIDE

Shift F12
bringing the icon bar to the front 17
Shift key -seekeyboard
show
grid in Draw 285
grid in Paint 375
ShowScrap 112
shuffling windows -see windows
shutdown 41,73, 80, 121
Sidney font 246
size
of file 54
of sprite 367
slider -seewindows
snap
objects to grid (Draw) 311
snapshot 385
sound
channel 104
configuration 103
volume 104
Spark 485
SparkFS 485-489
archive handling 486
special characters 123, 403
no-break space 407
typing 14, 545
sprite 278, 352
as backdrop 70
creating 351, 354
description 352
importing into Draw 304
mask 354
pre-RISC OS 3 compatibility 352, 534
processing with ChangeFSIl 472
save 367
see also Pgint
sprite pool 79
transforming 381
window in Paint 355
Sprite file window 355
square
drawing 314
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Squash 427-429
compress a file or directory 427
icon bar menu 428
stacked objects
Draw 283
stamp (Filer menu) 60
star prompt -se¢ecommand line
Startcap 325
starting applications - see applications
start-up options 116
station number
configuring network printer 202
Econet addressing 150
stop
print job 209
stop bits 202
storage devices 4, 137
string
searching for 257

structure -seefiles

style 324
Draw 279, 287, 289, 291
Edit 253

subdirectories 33
opening 48

submenu

automatic display 110
submenus -s¢¢ menus
sub-pixel anti-aliasing 249
Supervisor mode -see* Commands
suspend (printing) 211
switching off the computer 41-42, 73
Symbol font 246
symbol fonts 462

mapping 232
ISystem 510

description 112

merging 105, 238
system

devices 504-505

internal tasks 78

memory allocation 74, 76

System font 228, 246
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system monitor formatting in Edit 265
quitting tasks 77 inserting (Paint) 379
system resources cannot be found 564 margin (printing) 204
system variables 505 number of columns printed 200
macros 512 print scale factor 199
printing 211
printing options 197
T selecting in Edit 256
text area 278, 335
T1ToFont 461-464 importing 302
AFM and PFB files 461 thin
Macintosh fonts 463 line width (Draw) 290
MS-DOS Fonts 463 tidy
tab icons on Pinboard 69
in Edit 267 TIFF 472
write-protect 134 time and date
table format 400
laying out in Edit 267 setting 107
tangent 334 stamping 60
Tar 485 system variables 510
task Times Roman font 246
and memory 74 title bar -seewindows
controlling 73 toggle size icon -seewindows
creating 494 toolbox
display 74 Draw 278, 279, 314
quitting 77 Paint 355
task alarm 393 using Paint tools 376
Task Manager 62, 73-80 using via menu options 313
command line access 494 top-bit-set characters 141
creating a RAM disc 143 ignoring 196, 198, 200
font cache for graphics printing 212 printing in Hex 198
memory allocation 6 transferring data between applications 238
shutdown 41 transform
Task window ChangeFSl scaling 474
guidelines 497 Draw objects 294
unlinking 496 sprite 381
Tasks window 74 Trinity font 246
temporary disc file 238 type
territories of file 59
default 543 of keyboard 94
text of monitor 102
Draw 278, 291, 314, 328, 331 of mouse 98

finding in Edit 257
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Type 1 font 462

Type 3 font 462

typeface 245

typewriter keys -seekeyboard
typing in upper-case (capitals) 12
typing special characters 14, 545

U

undo
Draw operations 282, 309
Edit operations 257
Universal Serial Bus -see USB 124
UNIX
BtoA 488
command equivalents 503
Network File System 166, 180
picture formats 472
printer connection 202
UUcode 488
unlink
Task window 496
unsquash 427
urgent alarms 397
Usage 481
starting 481
USB
drives and discs 145
formatting flash drives 124
printer connection 202
see also SCSIFS
user directory 160
user root directory (URD) 161
user name 179
authenticator 180
Econet 159
system variable 186
user privilege on network 161

using applications on removable media - see

applications
utilities
ChangeFSI 471
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HForm 465
Patch 483
SparkFS 485
T1ToFont 461

Usage 481

\

value (colour) 240
variable 505
Verbose (Filer option) 58
verify

disc 124, 131
video memory -see VRAM
volume 104

music CD 139
VRAM 64

W

Wide Area Network (WAN) 149
wide images

processing in ChangeFSI 472
width

of sprite 354

paper 205
wildcard

in* commands 502

in Edit search string 261

in Filer search string 57
Wimp Sprite Pool 75
WimpSlot 117
WimpSymbol font 246
winding rule 324, 326
window

configuration 109
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windows 4, 46
adjust size icon 16
backicon 16
closeicon 16
closing 19, 46
with Adjust 46
dragging off the screen 17
features 15
iconise icon 16
iconising 46
manipulating 17-22
obscuring the icon bar 17
resizing 17, 46
with Adjust 46
scroll arrows 20
scroll bars 20
scrolling 19-22
with Adjust 22, 46
shuffling 18
slider 20
title bar 16
toggle size icon 16, 18
toggling size 46
with Adjust 46
Windows discs -see DOS discs
word
select 256
wordwrap 254
writable icon 27
clipboard operations 28
write-protect 134

X
XON/XOFF 202

RISC OS 5.30 - READER EDITION 2026

y4

Zapf Dingbats font 246

Zip 485

zoom
Draw 279, 284, 312
image in ChangeFSI 479
Paint 355, 375
see also C|OS€Up
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Reader's Comment Form

RISC OS 5 User Guide, Issue 3

We would greatly appreciate your comments about this Manual, which will be taken into account for the
next issue:

Did you find the information you wanted?

Do you like the way the information is presented?

General comments:

If there is not enough room for your comments, please continue overleaf

How would you classify your experience with computers?

Used computers before Experienced User Programmer Experienced Programmer

Please send an email with your ~ [Your name and address:
comments to:

manuals@riscosopen.org

This information will only be used to get in touch with you in case we wish to explore your
comments further
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2026 reading notes

This reader edition preserves the supplied RISC OS 5.30 User Guide text and source page sequence.
The original is Issue 3, April 2024, published by RISC OS Open Ltd. These notes distinguish its 5.30
instructions from later local builds and are editorial guidance, not changes to the 5.30 specification.

How to use version-specific instructions

Check the installed RISC OS and module versions before following a screenshot or Configure path.
Storage, display, printer and networking options depend on the machine and loaded modules. The
guide’s instructions remain the reference for the 5.30 environment it describes; newer interfaces may
add controls or change where a task is configured.

Local 2026 developments

The following local programmer manuals were present in /Volumes/Stuff/C Sources/PRM when this
edition was prepared. They document local builds, not a universal RISC OS 5.30 installation. Consult
each source PDF for exact version, command and compatibility details.

Filer 3.05

The local Filer port adds a themed nested toolbar, directory history, thumbnail view and related Configure options.

Source: Filer-PRM-2026-09-04.pdf

Pinboard 3.00

The local desktop adds hosted widgets including clock, weather, calendar, notes and search, plus pinboard
presentation changes.

Source: Pinboard3-Widgets-PRM-2026-09-03.pdf

Desktop 2.78C

The local desktop module documents task startup and boot behavior for the Titanium C port.

Source: Desktop-PRM-2026-09-03.pdf

TaskManager 1.55C

The local Task Manager module documents task and memory displays and its commands.

Source: TaskManager-PRM-2026-09-03.pdf

Free 0.43C

The local Free module documents desktop free-space windows for mounted filing systems.

Source: Free-PRM-2026-09-03.pdf
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Unified Toolbox

The local Toolbox collection documents Select and RISC OS 6 interface additions on RISC OS 5.

Source: UnifiedToolbox-PRM-2026-09-03.pdf

Source and rights

Original User Guide: Copyright © 1996 Acorn Computers Limited; updates © 2018-2024 RISC OS
Open Ltd. The supplied guide states Apache License 2.0. This reader layout, cover illustration and
editorial notes: Copyright (c) RISC OS Technologies 2026. All rights reserved. Apache License 2.0.

Navigation and corrections

The PDF bookmarks mark the parts and chapters. Footer page labels follow the original guide, so references
printed in the text still point to the same numbered material. RISC OS Open'’s User Guide page links official
downloads and asks readers to use the Reader's Comments form at the back of the guide for corrections.
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